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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 23, 2021, PECO Energy Company (PECO) filed and served its Petition for Expedited Approval to Establish a COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program for Low-Income Customers (March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition), seeking approval from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) to provide emergency grants to qualifying low-income customers using unspent funds from PECO’s Low Income Usage Reduction Program (LIURP).  PECO has now filed a Petition for Leave to Withdraw the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition (Withdrawal Petition).  The Withdrawal Petition is uncontested.  By this Order, we shall grant the Withdrawal Petition.

BACKGROUND
PECO’s LIURP is a program within its Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan (USECP).[footnoteRef:1]  The March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition was docketed at the captioned dockets.  PECO proposed to use unspent LIURP funds for a grant program.  PECO asserted that the funds could not be spent in 2020 due to restrictions stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic.  PECO represented that the proposal was supported by the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) and was not opposed by the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA).  March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition at ¶22.   [1:   LIURPs are subject to 52 Pa. Code §§ 58.1 – 58.18 regarding residential low income usage reduction programs; USECPs for jurisdictional electric distribution utilities are subject to 52 Pa. Code §§ 54.71 – 54.78 regarding universal service and energy conservation reporting requirements.  PECO’s 2016-2018 USECP will continue in operation in whole or in part until its proposed 2019 – 2024 USECP, which is under Commission review at Docket Nos. M‑2018‑3005795, P-2020-3020727, and P-2020-3022154, is approved and fully implemented.] 


On March 31, 2021, CAUSE-PA filed an Answer in support of the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.  On April 12, 2021, the Tenant Union Representation Network (TURN) filed a letter stating that it did not oppose the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.  

On June 10, 2021, the Commission issued a Secretarial Letter requesting supplemental information regarding the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.  On July 12, 2021, PECO filed supplemental information regarding the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.  The March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition was unopposed.

On September 17, 2021, PECO filed and served the Withdrawal Petition at the captioned dockets seeking to withdraw the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.  PECO requested this withdrawal pursuant to the provisions of a Joint Petition for Settlement in PECO’s electric distribution base rate proceeding at Pa. PUC, et al. v. PECO, Docket Nos. R-2021-3024601, et al.  The Joint Petition for Settlement, which had been filed with the Commission on September 15, 2021, provided as follows at paragraph 33[footnoteRef:2]:  [2:   The Joint Petition for Settlement was signed by PECO; the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement; OCA; the Office of Small Business Advocate; ChargePoint, Inc.; the Clean Energy Advocates; CAUSE-PA; the National Railroad Passenger Corporation; the Philadelphia Area Industrial Energy Users Group; the Retail Energy Supply Association; NRG Energy, Inc.; TURN; and Walmart Inc.; (collectively, the Joint Petitioners). ] 


Within 30 days after the date of filing the Joint Petition, PECO will file a Petition to Withdraw its [March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition], filed at Docket Number M‑2015‑2507139 [and Docket Number P-2021-3024799].  The Joint Petitioners agree to either join, support, or not oppose PECO’s Petition to Withdraw pursuant to this provision.  

The Recommended Decision in PECO’s electric distribution base rate proceeding was issued on October 12, 2021, recommending approval of the Joint Petition for Settlement, inter alia, as it related to PECO’s March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition.[footnoteRef:3]  The Recommended Decision was approved by Commission Order entered on November 18, 2021. [3:   See, e.g., pages 9, 23, 46, 51, and 55 of the Recommended Decision in Pa. PUC, et al. v. PECO, Docket Nos. R-2021-3024601, et al. (issued on October 12, 2021).  ] 


DISCUSSION
Section 1.82(a) of the Commission’s regulations, 52 Pa. Code § 1.82(a), sets forth the requirements for the withdrawal of a pleading in an uncontested proceeding:

A party that desires to terminate an uncontested matter or proceeding before final decision by the Commission or otherwise desires to withdraw a submittal or pleading, shall file a petition for leave to withdraw the appropriate document.  If no party objects to the petition within 10 days of service, the matter may be stricken by the Commission or by the presiding officer.  If upon review the presiding officer or the Commission determines that the public interest requires continuation of the proceedings, the petition will be denied[,] and the staff may be directed to participate.

The September 17, 2021 Withdrawal Petition was appropriately filed and served.  More than 10 days have elapsed since the September 17, 2021 Withdrawal Petition was filed and served, and the Commission has not received any filings objecting to the September 17, 2021 Withdrawal Petition.  PECO has established that the March 23, 2021 COVID‑19 Petition was uncontested and has set forth reasons for now requesting its withdrawal, citing the Joint Petition for Settlement in the electric base rate case proceeding and the Commission’s approval thereof.  

The Commission has determined that there will be no adverse impact based on the withdrawal of the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition and that the public interest does not require continuation of the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition proceeding.  Thus, the requirements of Section 1.82(a) have been met. 

As no party has objected and finding that it is just and reasonable and in the public interest, the Commission shall hereby grant the September 17, 2021 Withdrawal Petition.  

CONCLUSION
Accordingly, PECO’s request to withdraw the March 23, 2021 COVID-19 Petition is approved, and Docket No. P‑2021-3024799 shall be marked closed; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED: 

	1.	That the Petition for Leave to Withdraw the March 23, 2021 Petition to Establish a COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program for Low-Income Customers, filed on September 17, 2021, by PECO Energy Company, is granted.
	2.	That the Petition for Expedited Approval to Establish a COVID-19 Emergency Grant Program for Low-Income Customers, filed on March 23, 2021, by PECO Energy Company, is withdrawn. 

	3.	That this matter at Docket No. P‑2021-3024799 shall be marked closed.

[image: ]BY THE COMMISSION



Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary


(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: February 3, 2022

ORDER ENTERED:  February 3, 2022
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