BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



William Schneider					:
								:
		v.						:		C-2021-3030181
								:
Peoples Gas Company LLC				:



INTERIM ORDER
HOLDING PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS IN ABEYANCE

		On December 23, 2021, William Schneider filed a formal complaint against Peoples Natural Gas Company, LLC (Peoples).  Mr. Schneider alleged that Peoples damaged water lines and gas lines associated with a rental unit owned by Mr. Schneider.  He also claims that Peoples “lied” to him.  As relief, he wants Peoples to reimburse expenses resulting from the damage and compensation for his time.

		On January 6, 2022, Peoples filed an answer.  Peoples denied that it damaged the gas line, but admits that it damaged the water line.  Peoples also denies that it “lied” or misled Mr. Schneider.  Peoples also filed preliminary objections on January 6, 2020.

		By notice dated January 31, 2022, this matter was assigned to me and scheduled for a hearing by telephone on March 29, 2022.

		By preliminary objection, Peoples contends that the Commission does not have jurisdiction to award money damages, citing, among other cases, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s decision in Feingold v. Bell of Pennsylvania, 383 A.2d 791 (Pa. 1978).  Accordingly, Peoples seeks dismissal of the complaint because the Commission cannot grant Mr. Schneider expenses or compensation for his time.  Mr. Schneider did not file an answer to the preliminary objections.
		Mr. Schneider is currently self-represented.  A ruling on Peoples’ preliminary objections will be held in abeyance pending a hearing on the Complaint.  In Carlock v. The United Telephone Company of Pennsylvania, Docket No. F 00163617 (Order entered July 14, 1993), the Commission held that, in the normal course, the Commission would not dismiss a complaint of a self-represented person without first providing a hearing during which self-represented complainants could further explain their position and the factual basis for their complaint.  The concern was expressed that, in general, complainants may find it difficult to navigate through pre-hearing motions and should be given the chance to orally describe their basic issue and supporting facts.   The preliminary objections do not raise a novel issue of law.  Holding a ruling on the preliminary objections in abeyance will not prejudice the utility.
		
		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Preliminary Objections of Peoples Gas Company LLC seeking dismissal of the claim for money damages will be held in abeyance until the hearing scheduled for March 26, 2022.

		2.	That a prehearing order shall be issued which includes important procedural guidance for the conduct of the hearing.  All parties should read these instructions carefully.


Date:  February 3, 2022  				_____________/s/_________________
								Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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