BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Thomas & Elizabeth Bierkamp			:	C-2019-3015097
Jeffrey & Gretchen Moyer				:	C-2019-3015098
							:	C-2019-3015099
Clarence D. Geist					:	C-2019-3015100
Gregory Dissinger					:	C-2019-3015145
							:
[bookmark: _Hlk514416807]      v.							: 	
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:	
								


PREHEARING CONFERENCE AND CONSOLIDATION ORDER

In accordance with the provisions of 66 Pa.C.S. § 333 and 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.221-5.224, the Commission has scheduled an initial call-in telephonic prehearing conference regarding the above-captioned cases on Wednesday, March 16, 2022, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Section 5.81 of the Commission’s rules governs consolidation of proceedings.  This Section provides:
§ 5.81. Consolidation.

(a)	The Commission or presiding officer, with or without motion, may order proceedings involving a common question of law or fact to be consolidated.  The Commission or presiding officer may make orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delay.

52 Pa.Code § 5.81.  

Thomas and Elizabeth Bierkamp filed a formal complaint against Metropolitan Edison Company at Docket No. C-2019-3015097, regarding service at 270 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA.  Jeffrey & Gretchen Moyer, filed two complaints at Docket No. C-2019-3015098 and C-2019-3015099, regarding service at 678 Route 143, Lenhartsville, PA and 244 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA, respectively.  
Clarence Geist filed a complaint at Docket No. C-2019-3015100, regarding service at 314 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA.  Gregory Dissinger filed a formal complaint at Docket No. C-2019-3015145, regarding service at 253 Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, PA.  

Per the Commission’s Notice dated January 28, 2022, these complaints were assigned to me for a prehearing conference.  The complaints contain common questions of fact and law.  Complainants are customers with service properties on Sousley Road, Lenhartsville, Pennsylvania, Berks County.  Complainants aver they are having a reliability issues with their electric service from Metropolitan Edison Company in this general location and some allege they have had chronic outages for the past two calendar years and beyond.  More than one Complainant requests relief in the form of more frequent tree trimming and new equipment.  Consolidation of these complaints will avoid unnecessary delay or cost; therefore, a sua sponte consolidation of these cases is warranted for judicial efficiency.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Docket Nos. C-2019-3015097, C-2019-3015098 and C-2019-3015099, C-2019-3015100 and C-2019-3015145 are hereby consolidated at Docket No. C-2019-3015097.

2.	That an initial prehearing conference shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 16, 2022.  The toll-free bridge number is 877.931.1680 and the PIN No. is 55872942.  

3.	That the parties should be prepared to discuss: (1) a litigation schedule; (2) the number and names of witnesses and order they will be called at the hearing; (3) the issues in the cases; (4) any discovery issues; and (5) possibility of settlement. 
4.	That pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, if you are an individual, you may represent yourself or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall enter their appearance in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).

5.	That parties shall review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, in particular 52 Pa.Code § 5.222(d), which provides that parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable. 

6.	That failure of a party to attend the initial prehearing conference, without good cause shown, shall constitute a waiver of all objections to the agreements reached, and to an order or ruling with respect thereto.

7.	That a request for a change of the scheduled initial prehearing conference date shall state the agreement or opposition of other parties, and shall be submitted in writing no later than five (5) days prior to the initial prehearing conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b)  Requests for change must be sent to the presiding officer, with copies to all parties of record.  The correct email address is ebarnes@pa.gov. 
	

Date: February 8, 2022						/s/			
							Elizabeth H. Barnes
							Administrative Law Judge
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C-2019-3015097 - THOMAS & ELIZABETH BIERKAMP v. METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY

C-2019-3015098 & C-2019-3015099 - JEFFERY & GRETCHEN MOYER v. METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY

C-2019-3015100 - CLARENCE D. GEIST JR v. METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY
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