BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Melissa Clark						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2019-3006986
							:
PECO Energy Company				:



ORDER LIFTING STAY

On January 9, 2019, Melissa Clark (Complainant) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  On the Complaint form, the Complainant placed a checkmark in the box indicating “[t]he utility is threatening to shut off my service or has already shut off my service,” next to which the Complainant wrote that “[t]hey claim they are unable to give me a repayment arrangement while I am in bankruptcy proceedings.”  As relief, the Complainant indicated that she wants “more time to be able to satisfy my bill or prevent PECO from shutting off service until March.”

On January 23, 2019, PECO filed an Answer denying all material allegations of fact in the Complaint.  As New Matter, PECO indicated that the Complainant has an active Chapter 13 bankruptcy petition pending and, as such, the Commission does not have jurisdiction over the Complainant’s request for a payment agreement.  

By Hearing Notice dated February 26, 2019, a hearing was scheduled for 
April 11, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. and the matter was assigned to me.  

On April 9, 2019, Shawane L. Lee, Esq., then counsel for PECO, sent me notification advising that the Complainant filed for Chapter 13 bankruptcy in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania on January 4, 2018, that PECO is listed as one of the creditors in the bankruptcy schedule, and that the bankruptcy is active.  On this basis, Ms. Lee maintained that the formal Complaint should be stayed by operation of Title 11 U.S.C. § 362 pending resolution of the Complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  

By Order dated April 9, 2019, I informed the parties that this matter was stayed by operation of federal law pending resolution of the Complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  I also directed the parties to file status reports with the Commission at this docket, with a copy to me and the opposing party, every sixty days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding concluded.  

By letter dated February 14, 2022, Khadijah Scott, Esq., counsel for PECO, advised me that Ms. Clark’s bankruptcy was discharged on January 6, 2022.  

Accordingly, as the Complainant’s bankruptcy case has been discharged, by the terms of the Stay Order, the stay is now lifted, and an Initial Hearing can be scheduled to address the issues remaining in this Complaint.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the stay of this proceeding in effect since April 9, 2019 is now lifted.

		2.	That an Initial Hearing be scheduled in this matter to address the issues remaining in the Complainant’s Complaint. 


Date:	February 15, 2022									
							Christopher P. Pell
							Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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