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February 15, 2022 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Rosemary Chiavetta 
Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor North 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265 

Re: Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Under 15 Pa.C.S. § 1511(c) For A 
Finding And Determination That The Service To Be Furnished By The Applicant 
Through Its Proposed Exercise Of The Power Of Eminent Domain To Acquire A 
Certain Portion Of The Lands of August and Diana Baker In Dickson City Borough 
and Scott Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania For The Proposed 
Rebuilding Of The Summit-Lackawanna #1 And #2 230 kV Associated With The 
Proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project Is Necessary Or Proper For The Service, 
Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of The Public  

 Docket No. A-2022          
            

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

Enclosed for filing is the Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation in the above-referenced 
proceeding. Also enclosed are copies of PPL Electric Statement No. 1, the direct testimony of 
Mark S. Safi, and PPL Electric Statement No. 2, the direct testimony of Austin K. Weselow and 
supporting exhibits.  The associated $350.00 filing fee has been paid by Post & Schell, P.C. as of 
the time of filing.  Copies will be provided as indicated on the certificate of service. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at the address or telephone 
numbers provided above. 
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Rosemary Chiavetta 
February 15, 2022 
Page 2 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Garrett P. Lent 

GPL/dmc 
Enclosures 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the following 
persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 
(relating to service by a participant). 
 

VIA CERTIFIED MAILING WITH RETURN RECIEPT 
 
August W. and Diana M. Baker 
178 East Pine Street 
Dunmore, Pa 18512 
 
 

 

 

Date:  February 15, 2022     _____________________________ 
        Garrett P. Lent 
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
Under 15 Pa.C.S. § 1511(c) For A Finding And 
Determination That The Service To Be Furnished 
By The Applicant Through Its Proposed Exercise 
Of The Power Of Eminent Domain To Acquire A 
Certain Portion Of The Lands of August and 
Diana Baker In Dickson City Borough and Scott 
Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
For The Proposed Rebuilding Of The Summit-
Lackawanna #1 And #2 230 kV Associated With 
The Proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project Is 
Necessary Or Proper For The Service, 
Accommodation, Convenience, Or Safety Of The 
Public  

: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

Docket No. A-2022-_____________ 

________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICATION OF PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION 
________________________________________________ 

 

TO THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION: 

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric” or the “Company”) herein files this 

Application, pursuant to 15 Pa. C.S. § 1511(c), for a finding and determination by the Pennsylvania 

Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) that the service to be furnished through its proposed 

exercise of the power of eminent domain, to the extent such exercise is required to acquire a right-

of-way (“ROW”) and easement over a certain portion of the lands of August and Diana Baker in 

Dickson City Borough and Scott Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania for the proposed 

rebuild of the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines associated with the 

Proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project (“Summit-Lackawanna Project” or the “Project”), is 

necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public.  In 

support of this Condemnation Application, PPL Electric states as follows: 
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I. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

 This Application is filed by PPL Electric, a public utility that provides electric 

distribution, transmission, and provider of last resort services in Pennsylvania subject to the 

regulatory jurisdiction of the Commission. 

 PPL Electric’s address is as follows: 

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
Two North Ninth Street 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101 
 

 PPL Electric’s attorneys are: 

Michael J. Shafer (I.D. # 205681) 
PPL Services Corporation 
Two North Ninth Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
Voice: 610-774-2599 
Fax:  610-774-4102 
E-mail:  mjshafer@pplweb.com 

David B. MacGregor (I.D. # 28804) 
Garrett P. Lent (I.D. #321566) 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
17 North Second Street 
12th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601 
Voice: 717-731-1970 
Fax: 717-731-1985 
E-mail:  dmacgregor@postschell.com 
E-mail:  glent@postschell.com  

  
PPL Electric’s attorneys are authorized to receive all notices and communications regarding this 

Application. 

 PPL Electric is a Pennsylvania business corporation formed in 1920.  PPL Electric 

is subject to the Pennsylvania Business Corporation Law of 1988, P.L. 1444, No. 177, Section 

103, as amended, 15 Pa. C.S. §§ 1101 et seq. (“BCL”).   

 PPL Electric is also a Pennsylvania public utility and has the power of eminent 

domain pursuant to the Pennsylvania BCL.  PPL Electric submits this Application pursuant to 

Section 1511 of the BCL, 15 Pa. C.S. § 1511. 

 PPL Electric furnishes electric service to approximately 1.4 million customers 

throughout its certificated service territory, which includes all or portions of twenty-nine counties 
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and encompasses approximately 10,000 square miles in eastern and central Pennsylvania.  PPL 

Electric is a “public utility” and an “electric distribution company” as defined in Sections 102 and 

2803 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. §§ 102, 2803.  PPL Electric is also a 

“public utility” as defined by the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. § 824(e), a transmission owner, 

and a member of PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (“PJM”).  

 Upon Commission approval, PPL Electric proposes to rebuild the existing Summit-

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines associated with the Summit-Lackawanna 

Project.  The Summit-Lackawanna involves, among other things, the rebuilding approximately 5.5 

miles of overhead 230 kV transmission lines that connect the Summit 230-69 kV Substation 

(“Summit Substation”) and the Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation (“Lackawanna 

Substation”) in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.  The rebuilding of the 230 kV transmission 

lines as a part of the Project is needed to address significant asset health conditions and reliability 

concerns related to the deteriorated condition of the COR-TEN® lattice towers on the existing 

Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines.   

 A portion of the existing ROW that is occupied by the existing Summit-

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines, and is proposed to be continued to be occupied 

by the rebuilt facilities associated with the Project traverses a portion of the land owned by August 

and Diana Baker in Dickson City Borough and Scott Township, Lackawanna County, 

Pennsylvania.  By this Application, PPL Electric is requesting a finding and determination—to the 

extent any such finding and determination is determined to be necessary—that the service to be 

furnished through its proposed exercise of the power of eminent domain to acquire a right of way 

and easement over a certain portion of the Baker property for the construction of the transmission 
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lines associated with the Summit-Lackawanna Project is necessary or proper for the service, 

accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public. 

 On February 14, 2022, PPL Electric filed the “Application Of PPL Electric Utilities 

Corporation, Filed Pursuant To 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, For Approval To Rebuild 

The Existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 And #2 230 kV Transmission Lines Connecting The 

Summit 230-69 kV Substation And The Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation In Lackawanna 

County, Pennsylvania” (the “Summit-Lackawanna Application”).  Therein, PPL Electric requests 

Commission approval of the rebuilding of the Summit-Lackawanna Project in Lackawanna 

County, Pennsylvania.   

 A complete copy of the Summit-Lackawanna Application, together with the 

supporting Attachments, is being served on August and Diana Baker.  The Summit-Lackawanna 

Application and supporting Attachments are incorporated herein by reference.   

II. NEED FOR THE PROJECT 

 PPL Electric has a responsibility to provide transmission assets and maintain them 

in a manner that is safe, reliable, and resilient to meet the needs of the electric system and the 

service expectations of its customers.  To meet this duty, PPL Electric applies its transmission 

asset management planning procedure, which includes system performance and condition 

assessments.  These performance and condition assessments identify system needs and prioritize 

projects based on several variables such as equipment age, condition, maintenance schedule, and 

impact on system reliability and performance to ensure a reliable electric grid and reasonable 

service to its customers.   

 PPL Electric engages in proactive planning and action to ensure that its system 

operates safely and reliably.  This allows PPL Electric to identify future reliability problems and 
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correct them before they occur. The system planning process is not designed to wait until a 

violation actually occurs before taking measures to resolve it.  Rather, the system planning process 

is designed to prevent violations from occurring in the first place.   

 PJM is a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) approved Regional 

Transmission Organization charged with ensuring the reliability of the electric transmission system 

under its functional control and coordinating the movement of electricity in all or parts of thirteen 

states and the District of Columbia, including most of Pennsylvania.  PPL Electric, an owner of 

transmission facilities in Pennsylvania, is a member of PJM and actively participates in the PJM 

transmission planning process.   

 In order to ensure reliable transmission service, PJM prepares an annual Regional 

Transmission Expansion Plan (“RTEP”) to ensure power continues to flow reliably to customers.  

The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”), PJM, and transmission owner 

reliability criteria are used by PJM and the transmission owners to analyze the system and 

determine if specific transmission upgrade projects are needed to ensure long-term reliable electric 

service to customers.  Attachment 1 to this Application contains a detailed description of PJM’s 

RTEP transmission planning process.   

 PPL Electric’s transmission system is planned so that it can be operated at all 

projected load levels and during normal scheduled outages to withstand specific unscheduled 

contingencies without exceeding the equipment capability, causing system instability or cascade 

tripping, or exceeding voltage tolerances.  The transmission system is required to have adequate 

capability so that it can be operated normally and can withstand unscheduled contingencies and 

other system conditions.   
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 As explained in the Summit-Lackawanna Application and the associated 

Attachment 1 – Necessity Statement, this Project is necessary to resolve significant asset health 

condition concerns across the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines 

associated with the presence of pack-out rust in the existing COR-TEN® steel lattice towers and 

thereby resolve service reliability and safety risks associated with the potential failure of these 

structures.  Pack-out rust can also shear off bolts, cause loss of structural integrity, cause members 

to disconnect from the tower, and even result in tower failure. 

 With specific respect to the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission 

Lines, an April 2021 condition assessment performed for PPL Electric by RTR Energy Solutions, 

Inc. (“RTR”) shows that a quarter of these existing structures received a “Severe” condition rating, 

with significant amounts of pack rust present, visibly bending the flat edge of the joint that was 

originally bolted.  The majority of pack rust observed on each structure was found in the lower 

sections of the post leg where horizontal and diagonal members are bolted to the post leg.   

 These asset health concerns are particularly important as the Summit-Lackawanna 

#1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines are critical components of PPL Electric’s Bulk Transmission 

System and are required to serve local load to several critical customer facilities.  If these 

transmission lines fail, it is expected that the service of approximately 31,875 customers would be 

impacted for the next contingency, including critical customers such as Williams Pipeline 

Compressor Station 605, Metropolitan Insurance, Clark Summit Sewer, Clark Summit State 

Hospital, and PA American Water. 

 In addition, the Project is also required to comply with The Consolidated 

Transmission Owners Agreement (“TOA”) Rate Schedule - FERC No. 42 (FERC ER10-2713-

000). 
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 Therefore, and for the reasons more fully explained in the Summit-Lackawanna 

Application, the proposed Project is necessary to address the asset health needs associated with 

COR-TEN® lattice tower replacement, as well as improve overall reliability, safety, and system 

resiliency.   

III. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

 To address the identified asset health condition and reliability issues described 

above, PPL Electric proposes to rebuild the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission 

Lines.  The proposed Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines will extend 

approximately 5.5 miles between the Summit Substation and the Lackawanna Substation in 

Lackawanna County.   

 The entire Project will be located in Lackawanna County, as follows:   

Ransom Township: 4,000 LF = 0.76 miles; 
City of Scranton: 4,600 LF = 0.87 miles; 
South Abington Township: 3,350 LF = 0.63 miles; 
Dickson City Borough: 10,250 LF = 1.94 miles; and 
Blakely Borough: 6,650 LF = 1.26 miles. 
 

 The proposed Project will rebuild deteriorated transmission system infrastructure.  

The proposed configuration will maintain the existing double-circuit configuration of the Summit-

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines, and replace the existing lattice tower 

structures with steel monopole structures.    

 At the October 2020 PJM TEAC meeting,1 PPL Electric presented its plan to 

address COR-TEN® needs on the 230 kV system.  As part of this plan, PPL Electric also shared 

the need with PJM stakeholders to address COR-TEN® towers on the Summit-Lackawanna #1 

 
1 Refer to slides at https://www.pjm.com/~/media/committees-

groups/committees/teac/2020/20201006/20201006-item-09-ppl-supplemental.ashx 
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and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines (need # PPL-2020-0001).  The need # PPL-2020-0001 will be 

addressed by the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Line rebuild under 

supplemental project s2363.  

 An aerial photograph map showing the location of the proposed Summit-

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines is provided in this proceeding as PPL Electric 

Exhibit AKW-1 (Baker), which is attached to PPL Electric Statement No. 2 (Baker). 

IV. HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 The proposed Project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public 

health or safety.  The Project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner 

that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code (“NESC”) minimum standards 

and all applicable legal requirements.   

 PPL Electric’s construction, operation, maintenance and safety standards and 

procedures for transmission and distribution lines meet or exceed all relevant NESC standards and 

all standards of the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (“OSHA”).  

 The Summit-Lackawanna Project is being completed primarily within an existing 

transmission line corridor.   

 Attachment 4 accompanying the Summit-Lackawanna Application also explains 

PPL Electric’s standards for Magnetic Field Management.  Ground clearances for the proposed 

Project will be increased between approximately 3.0 and 7.0 feet higher than those required by the 

NESC standard in order to reduce the magnetic field exposure.  The proposed rebuild of the 

Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines will continue to allow for double-

circuit operation, which will allow for reverse phasing.  A reduction in magnetic field exposure is 

anticipated due to the higher ground clearances and reverse phasing.   
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 No communication towers, pipelines, or other utilities will be affected by the 

proposed Project.   

 PPL Electric does not anticipate any interference with airport operations.  PPL 

Electric will comply with any applicable requirements of the Federal Aviation Administration and 

the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aviation. 

 A further description of the safety considerations which will be incorporated into 

the design, construction and maintenance of the proposed Project are provided in Attachment 4 to 

the Summit-Lackawanna Application. 

V. PROPERTY FOR WHICH EMINENT DOMAIN APPROVAL IS SOUGHT 

 The service to continue to be furnished by PPL Electric through the proposed 

Summit-Lackawanna Project is necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience, 

or safety of the public for the reasons set forth in the Summit-Lackawanna Application and 

supporting Attachments that are incorporated herein by reference.   

 A certain portion of the route selected for the Summit-Lackawanna Project crosses 

a tract of land located at parcel number 102030010005, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania. 

 A deed for the property is recorded at Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania as 

Instrument Number 201000311 and Instrument Number 201326062, and a copy of said recorded 

deeds is provided in this proceeding in PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-2 (Baker). 

 The name and mailing address of the owner of record of said tract of land is: 

August and Diana Baker 
178 East Pine Street 
Dunmore, PA 18512 

 
 As explained in PPL Electric Statement No. 2, PPL Electric already possesses an 

easement over this property to construct, operate and maintain, and from time to time to reconstruct 
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its electric lines.  Pursuant to this validly recorded easement, PPL Electric has maintained electric 

transmission facilities and vegetation within a ROW that traverse this property for approximately 

50 years.  However, due to an ongoing dispute before the Lackawanna County Court of Common 

Pleas, PPL Electric is submitting this Condemnation Application associated with the property of 

August and Diana Baker to ensure it can timely proceed with construction of the Project, to the 

extent that the Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas determines PPL Electric’s easement 

is invalid and negotiations with these property owners fails. 

 The property, or any part of the reasonable curtilage appurtenant thereto, that is the 

subject of this Condemnation Application does not include property used as a burying ground, 

place of public worship, or a dwelling house. 

 A map depicting the ROW that traverses the subject property is provided in this 

proceeding in PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-3 (Baker). 

 As previously mentioned, PPL Electric possesses an easement over this property.  

Nevertheless, PPL Electric will continue to attempt to negotiate a resolution to the dispute initiated 

by August and Diana Baker regarding this easement. Thus far, those negotiations have proved 

unsuccessful.  Accordingly, PPL Electric herein files this Application for a finding and 

determination, to the extent that such finding and determination may be required pursuant to 15 

Pa. C.S. § 1511(c), that the service to be furnished through PPL Electric’s proposed exercise of 

the power of eminent domain for the Summit-Lackawanna Project is necessary or proper for the 

service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public.  In the event that the ongoing dispute 

with August and Diana Baker is resolved to the Company’s satisfaction, the Company will 

withdraw the instant eminent domain application. 
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VI. THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CONDEMNATION HAVE BEEN SATISFIED 

 No other public utility is now furnishing or has the corporate authority and 

certificate to furnish the same service as, or service similar to, that which PPL Electric will furnish 

by means of the transmission line to be constructed in the proposed right of way and easement over 

the land to be acquired as set forth in this Application.   

 The service to be furnished by PPL Electric through the proposed rebuild of the 

Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines and related facilities is necessary or 

proper to provide safe and reliable electric service to customers in Lackawanna County.   

 Appropriate resolutions have been adopted by PPL Electric’s Board of Directors 

authorizing and directing this Condemnation Application.  A copy of the applicable resolution is 

included as PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-7. 

VII. CONSOLIDATION OF RELATED PROCEEDINGS 

 On February 14, 2022, PPL Electric filed the Summit-Lackawanna Application.  

Therein, PPL Electric is requesting approval to rebuild the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 

kV Transmission Lines, including the portion of the transmission line that is the subject of this 

Condemnation Application.  Issues relating to the necessity for Summit-Lackawanna Project are 

interrelated with this Condemnation Application. 

 In accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.75(i)(2), PPL Electric is 

serving a complete copy of the Summit-Lackawanna Application, together with the accompanying 

Attachments, upon August and Diana Baker. 

 Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 57.75(i)(1), PPL Electric requests that these related 

proceedings be consolidated for purposes of hearings, if necessary, and decision. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation respectfully requests that the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission:  (1) consolidate this Application for approval of the 

exercise of the power of eminent domain with the Summit-Lackawanna Application 

contemporaneously filed herewith; and (2) find and determine that the service to be furnished by 

PPL Electric through the proposed exercise of the power of eminent domain, as set forth above, is 

reasonably necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the 

public. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

      
  ______________________________ 
Michael J. Shafer (I.D. # 205681) 
PPL Services Corporation 
Two North Ninth Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
Voice: 610-774-2599 
Fax:  610-774-4102 
E-mail:  mjshafer@pplweb.com 

David B. MacGregor (I.D. # 28804) 
Garrett P. Lent (I.D. # 321566) 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
17 North Second Street 
12th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601 
Voice: 717-731-1970 
Fax: 717-731-1985 
E-mail:  dmacgregor@postschell.com 
E-mail:  glent@postschell.com  
 

 

Date:   February 15, 2022    Attorneys for PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
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VERIFICATION 
 
 

I, JOSEPH B. LOOKUP, being the Director of Asset Management at PPL Services 

Corporation, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge, information and belief and that I expect PPL Electric Utilities Corporation to be able 

to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein are made 

subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.   

 
 
 
Date:   ______________    __________________________________ 
       Joseph B. Lookup 
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1

I. INTRODUCTION 1 

Q. Please state your full name and business address. 2 

A. My name is Mark Safi.  My business address is 2 North 9th Street, Allentown, PA 18101. 3 

 4 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 5 

A. I am employed by PPL Services Corporation as Supervisor – Asset Planning and provide 6 

services to PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric” or the “Company”).  My 7 

group is responsible for the reliability of the transmission system, which includes 8 

tracking our reliability performance metrics, managing the health and risk of our 9 

transmission assets, and initiating projects to replace high risk and aging infrastructure. 10 

 11 

Q. What are your qualifications, work experience and educational background? 12 

A. I have served in my current role since June 2014, with almost 8 years of experience in 13 

this capacity alone.  Over my time in this role (2014 to 2021) we have improved the 14 

reliability of the PPL transmission system by 89% (by measure of Transmission SAIFI) 15 

by implementing the strategies and programs that my team delivered under my 16 

leadership.  Prior to my time in this role, I was a Senior Engineer with PPL for 2 years in 17 

the capacity of Transmission Planner and Portfolio Management Engineer. Prior to PPL, I 18 

worked for Lutron Electronics for 6 years as a Project Engineer and Project Manager, 19 

designing and managing lighting control systems for high profile commercial 20 

construction projects across the country. I have a BS in Electrical Engineering from Penn 21 

State University. 22 

 23 

Q. What are your responsibilities in connection with the Summit-Lackawanna Project? 24 
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2

A. My responsibilities in connection with the Summit-Lackawanna Project are as the 1 

Supervisor who reviewed and approved the scope of the project when it was initiated. My 2 

team initiated the project under my guidance and using principles and practices that we 3 

established over my time at PPL. I also supervised the engineers on my team who ran the 4 

studies and analysis of the CORTEN Lattice Tower issues on our system.  5 

 6 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 7 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to explain why the Summit-Lackawanna Project is 8 

necessary or proper for the service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public. 9 

 10 

II. OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT AND THE NEED FOR IT 11 

Q. Please summarize the proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project. 12 

A. The Project is the subject of the Application Of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Filed 13 

Pursuant To 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, For Approval To Rebuild The 14 

Existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 And #2 230 kV Transmission Lines Connecting The 15 

Summit 230-69 kV Substation And The Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation In 16 

Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (“Summit-Lackawanna Application”), which the 17 

Company is filing contemporaneously with the Condemnation Application that is the 18 

subject of my testimony. 19 

  As explained in the Summit-Lackawanna Application, the Project is necessary to 20 

rebuild existing facilities to address asset health conditions and reliability concerns 21 

related to the deteriorated condition of the COR-TEN® lattice towers on the Summit-22 

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines.  The Company has proposed to 23 

rebuild the existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines, within 24 
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3

the same ROW that they are currently located.  An aerial photograph map showing the 1 

location of the proposed the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines 2 

is attached hereto as PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-1 (Baker). 3 

 4 

Q. Please describe the existing facilities that are the subject of the Summit-5 

Lackawanna Application. 6 

A. The existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines are comprised 7 

of 30 weathering-steel COR-TEN® lattice structures spanning approximately 5.5 miles, 8 

which were originally constructed in the early 1970s.  COR-TEN® lattice towers were 9 

commonly installed by the industry during this time because it was believed that the 10 

corrosion-resistant properties of weathering-steel would reduce future maintenance 11 

needs/costs.  These towers had an expected service life of approximately 75 years at the 12 

time they were installed.   13 

Over the past several years, PPL Electric has conducted robust inspection 14 

programs of its COR-TEN® facilities, as described in the Summit-Lackawanna 15 

Application.  Based on the results of the inspection programs described therein, it became 16 

clear to the Company that asset health issues with COR-TEN® lattice towers have 17 

accelerated the deterioration of these structures and has brought the assets to the end of 18 

their service life much sooner than would have been anticipated. The proposed Project 19 

involves rebuilding these facilities in order to immediately resolve these asset health 20 

conditions on a long-term basis.  The need for the Project is more fully explained in the 21 

Summit-Lackawanna Application and associated Attachment 1 – Necessity Statement.   22 

 23 
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Q. In your opinion, is the service to be furnished through the condemnation of this 1 

property necessary? 2 

A. Yes.  The service the Company shall provide through the Project is necessary or proper 3 

for the service, accommodation, convenience, or safety of the public for the reasons set 4 

forth in my testimony and the associated Condemnation Application, and in the Summit-5 

Lackawanna Application and supporting attachments. 6 

 7 

III. CONCLUSION 8 

Q. Does this conclude your Direct Testimony at this time? 9 

A. Yes. 10 
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VERIFICATION 
 
 

I, MARK S. SAFI, being the Supervisor  Asset Planning, at PPL Services Corporation, 

hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief and that I expect PPL Electric Utilities Corporation to be able to prove the 

same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein are made subject to 

the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.   

 
 
 
Date: ____________________   __________________________________ 
       Mark S. Safi 
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1

I. INTRODUCTION 1 

Q. Please state your full name and business address. 2 

A. My name is Austin Weseloh.  My business address is Two North Ninth Street, 3 

Allentown, PA 18101.4 

5 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 6 

A. I am employed by PPL Services Corporation as the Transmission Right of Way and Real 7 

Estate Supervisor and provide services to PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL 8 

Electric” or the “Company”).9 

10 

Q. What are your qualifications, work experience and educational background? 11 

A. Currently, I hold the designation of Right of Way Professional - Electric Utilities (RWP-12 

EU) from the International Right of Way Association and will obtain the highest-level 13 

industry designation (SR/WA) this year. I have 6 years of pipeline right of way 14 

experience performing easement acquisition, land rights and title review. Most recently I 15 

have spent the past 9 years in the transmission right of way and real estate department at 16 

PPL Electric where I personally oversaw right of way projects and now, manage a team 17 

who acquires and interprets easements and works with property owners who our lines 18 

cross. I attended 3 years at University of Pittsburgh majoring in Economics, and I am 19 

working to complete the remaining required classes to attain my Bachelors of Art.20 

21 

Q. What are your responsibilities in connection with the Summit-Lackawanna Project? 22 

A. My team and I are responsible to review and interpret easements and deeds to determine 23 

the rights PPL Electric has over properties that are affected by the rebuild of the Summit 24 
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– Lackawanna line. We provide notice to landowners of the Company’s upcoming 1 

project and answer landowner inquiries about the impact our work has on their properties. 2 

These notices include but are not limited to: property boundary survey, wetland 3 

delineation, core borings, access review and natural and cultural resource studies or other 4 

studies required by PPL Electric or any jurisdiction governing the work of the Company. 5 

6 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 7 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to describe the property of August and Diana Baker as it 8 

relates to the Project, describe the Company’s existing right-of-way (“ROW”) and 9 

easement over said property, describe the nature of the dispute that has prompted the 10 

Company to file this condemnation application in association with the Summit-11 

Lackawanna Project, and describe how the proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project will 12 

continue to utilize the existing ROW that is occupied by existing transmission facilities. 13 

14 

II. OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT  15 

Q. Please summarize the proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project. 16 

A. The Project is the subject of the Application Of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Filed 17 

Pursuant To 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, For Approval To Rebuild The 18 

Existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 And #2 230 kV Transmission Lines Connecting The 19 

Summit 230-69 kV Substation And The Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation In 20 

Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (“Summit-Lackawanna Application”), which the 21 

Company is filing contemporaneously with the Condemnation Application that is the 22 

subject of my testimony. 23 
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As explained in the Summit-Lackawanna Application, the Project is necessary to 1 

rebuild existing facilities to address asset health conditions and reliability concerns 2 

related to the deteriorated condition of the COR-TEN® lattice towers on the Summit-3 

Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines.  The Company has proposed to 4 

rebuild the existing Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines, within 5 

the same ROW that they are currently located.  An aerial photograph map showing the 6 

location of the proposed the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines 7 

is attached hereto as PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW1 (Baker).  8 

9 

III. THE PROPERTY OF AUGUST AND DIANA BAKER 10 

Q. Please describe the property of August and Diana Baker. 11 

A. The property of August and Diana Baker is located in Dickson City Borough and Scott 12 

Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania and is just North of the Scranton 13 

Carbondale Highway a/k/a Route 6. The property is rectangular in shape and is 14 

considered agricultural vacant land. The property is mostly wooded and is comprised of 15 

steep slopes as it is located on a mountain side. PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW-2 (Baker) 16 

is a copy of the deed for this property, which is recorded in Lackawanna County.   17 

18 

Q. Are there any dwellings on the property?19 

A. No.   20 

21 

Q. Does the property contain any burial grounds or places of worship?22 

A. No.  23 

24 
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Q. Does PPL Electric own any transmission facilities that currently traverse a portion 1 

of the property of August and Diana Baker? 2 

A. Yes.  The easement crosses the Baker property in a Northeasterly direction and is located 3 

on the Southern third of the property.  PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW-3 (Baker) is a copy 4 

of the plan showing the August and Diana Baker property.  5 

6 

Q. How did PPL Electric acquire an easement over the property of August and Diana 7 

Baker? 8 

A. A County Tax Sale in the 1960s conveyed land to the Lackawanna County 9 

Commissioners who, in 1969, granted an easement to PPL Electric to construct, operate, 10 

maintain, and from time to time to reconstruct its electric lines on the property now 11 

owned by August and Diana Baker. A copy of the easement conveyed to PPL Electric is 12 

attached hereto as PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW-4 (Baker).  13 

14 

Q. Was this easement recorded in Lackawanna County by PPL Electric? 15 

A. Yes.  The easement is dated June 12, 1969, and was recorded in Lackawanna County 16 

Recorder of Deeds in April of 1970 at Deed Book 721 at Pages 28-31.  17 

18 

Q. Did PPL Electric make any filings with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 19 

(“Commission”) regarding this property? 20 

A. Yes.  After the easement was recorded, an associated Certificate of Filing dated April 13, 21 

1970, related was filed with the Commission.  A copy of the Certificate of Filing is 22 

attached hereto as PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW-5 (Baker). 23 

27

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-2 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-3 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-4 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-5 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-6 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97

PPL Electric Exhibit AKW-7 (Baker)
Page 27 of 97



23434087v2

5

1 

Q. After PPL Electric obtained an easement to construct, operate and maintain, and 2 

from time to time to reconstruct its electric lines within the ROW traversing this 3 

property, did PPL Electric construct transmission lines within this ROW? 4 

A. Yes.  In the early 1970’s PPL Electric constructed its Summit – Lackawanna #1 and #2 5 

239 kV lines and has maintained the facilities and the vegetation in the ROW since this 6 

time which is approximately 50 years. PPL Electric had additional future use ROW in 7 

this area which it cleared around 2012 in support of its Susquehanna – Roseland project, 8 

a portion of the ROW crosses the Bakers property. This section of the line is referred to 9 

by PPL Electric as the Shickshinny – Lackawanna 500 kV transmission line.   10 

11 

Q. Are you aware of when August and Diana Baker became the owners of the subject 12 

property? 13 

A. Yes.  It is my understanding that August and Diana Baker purchased the property around 14 

December 30, 2009, via a quit claim deed. 15 

16 

Q. Were the transmission lines you previously described located and visible upon the 17 

property at that time the Bakers purchased the property? 18 

A.  Yes. 19 

20 

Q. Is the proposed Summit-Lackawanna Project able to be located within the existing 21 

ROW? 22 
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A. Yes.  As the Summit-Lackawanna Project involves the rebuilding of existing 1 

transmission facilities, it does not require PPL Electric to widen or otherwise obtain 2 

additional ROW.  As explained in further detail in the Summit-Lackawanna Application, 3 

new structures will be located in close proximity to existing structures where it is 4 

reasonably practical to do so.  With specific respect to the property of August and Diana 5 

Baker, there are currently two steel lattice structures which will be replaced with two 6 

steel monopoles which will be located 25 feet or less from the lattice towers, so the 7 

number of structures on the property will remain the same. The area required for the 8 

lattice towers is significantly larger than the steel monopoles so the overall occupation of 9 

the August and Diana Baker property will be reduced after construction is complete.  10 

11 

Q. If PPL Electric possesses a valid easement over the property of August and Diana 12 

Baker, why is it filing the Condemnation Application that is the subject of your 13 

testimony? 14 

A. Despite having a valid easement to construct, operate and maintain, and from time to time 15 

to reconstruct its electric lines within the ROW traversing this property, August and 16 

Diana Baker initiated litigation against PPL Electric regarding the ROW before the 17 

Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleases (2015 CIV 4264).  This litigation is 18 

ongoing.  While PPL Electric maintains that it possesses all necessary ROW to rebuild 19 

the Summit-Lackawanna #1 and #2 230 kV Transmission Lines, it is filing a 20 

Condemnation Application associated with the property of August and Diana Baker to 21 

ensure it can timely proceed with construction of the Project, to the extent that the 22 
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Lackawanna County Court of Common Pleas determines PPL Electric’s easement is 1 

invalid and negotiations with these property owners fails. 2 

3 

Q. Have you, and/or the right-of-way agents working under your supervision, been to 4 

the August and Diana Baker property?5 

A. Yes, both PPL Electric’s survey crew and other contractors hired by the Company have 6 

been on the property to review the ROW investigating all item required for the submittal 7 

of PUC application and any state and federal required permits.   8 

9 

Q. Prior to the filing of the Condemnation Application that is the subject of your 10 

testimony, did PPL Electric provide August and Diana Baker with the notices and 11 

information required by the Commission’s regulations? 12 

A. Yes.  The 15-day notice required by 52 Pa. Code § 57.91 was mailed to August and 13 

Diana Baker on January 27, 2022.  A copy of this notice is attached hereto as PPL 14 

Electric Exhibit No. AKW-6 (Baker). In addition, a copy of the Company’s Code of 15 

Conduct and the information required by 52 Pa. Code § 69.3102 was also mailed to 16 

August and Diana Baker on January 27, 2022.  Copies of these documents are attached 17 

hereto as PPL Electric Exhibit No. AKW-6 (Baker). 18 

19 

Q. Has PPL Electric’s Board of Directors authorized the acquisition of a ROW and 20 

easement over the property of August and Diana Baker via the use of eminent 21 

domain, to the extent the exercise of eminent domain is required? 22 
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A. Yes.  Appropriate resolutions were adopted by PPL’s Board of Directors authorizing and 1 

directing this Application.  A copy of the applicable resolutions, as certified by the 2 

Assistant Corporate Secretary of PPL Electric, is provided as PPL Electric Exhibit No. 3 

AKW-7 (Baker).  The resolutions remain in effect.4 

5 

IV. CONCLUSION 6 

Q. Does this conclude your Direct Testimony at this time? 7 

A. Yes. 8 
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RIGHT-OF-WAY 
TO BE CONDEMNED 
OVER PROPERTY OF 

August William Baker and Diana M. Magni-Baker 

         Beginning at a point, said point being located at the intersection of 
the centerline of the PPL Electric Utilities Summit -Lackawanna 1&2 230 
KV electric line in the Northeasterly division line of lands of August 
William Baker and Diana M. Magni-Baker (Instrument # 201000311 & 
201326062) and lands now or formerly of Joseph P. Martini (Instrument # 
2004007511). 

       Thence along said dividing line South forty-eight degrees four 
minutes fifty-nine seconds East (S 48°04’59” E) seventy-eight and ninety-
six one hundredths feet (78.96’) more or less to a point. 

        Thence through lands of  August William Baker and Diana M. 
Magni-Baker, running parallel to and at a distance of seventy-five feet 
(75’) perpendicular from the centerline of the aforesaid electric line,  
South  sixty degrees eight minutes forty-four seconds West (S 60°08’44” 
W) one thousand four hundred twenty-two and five one hundredths feet
(1422.05’) more or less to a point in the Southwesterly division line of
lands of August William Baker and Diana M. Magni-Baker (Instrument #
201000311 & 201326062) and lands now or formerly of Bell Mountain
Development Corp (Instrument # 201907452).  Said point being located
North thirty-one degrees six minutes seventeen seconds East (N 31°06’17”
E) two and eleven one hundredths feet (2.11’) more or less from a found 1
¾ inch iron pipe.

        Thence along said dividing line, and along lands now or formerly of 
Pennsylvania Power and Light (Deed Book 200 Page 267), crossing the 
centerline of the aforesaid electric line and the centerline of the PPL 
Electric Utilities Shickshinny -Lackawanna 500 KV electric line, North 
forty-nine degrees eleven minutes eight seconds West (N 49°11’08” W) 
three hundred forty-four and forty-two one hundredths feet (344.42’) more 
or less to a point.   Said point being located North forty-five degrees forty-
six minutes twenty-five seconds East (N 45°46’25” E) two and six one 
hundredths feet (2.06’) more or less from a found 1 ¾ inch iron pipe. 

        Thence through lands of  August William Baker and Diana M. 
Magni-Baker, running parallel to and at a distance of two hundred fifty 
feet (250’) perpendicular from the centerline of the aforesaid Summit -
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Lackawanna 1&2 230 KV electric line,  North sixty degrees eight minutes 
forty-four seconds East (N 60°08’44” E) one thousand four hundred 
twenty-nine and three one hundredths feet (1429.03’)  more or less to a 
point in the Northeasterly division line of lands of August William Baker 
and Diana M. Magni-Baker (Instrument # 201000311 & 201326062) and 
lands now or formerly of Joseph P. Martini (Instrument # 2004007511). 
  
 
         Thence along said dividing line, crossing the centerline of the 
aforesaid electric line and the centerline of the PPL Electric Utilities 
Shickshinny -Lackawanna 500 KV electric line South forty-eight degrees 
four minutes fifty-nine seconds East (S 48°04’59” E) two hundred sixty-
three and twenty-one one hundredths feet (263.21’) more or less to a point. 
The Point of Beginning. 
 
           Said Easement containing ten and sixty-four one hundredths Acres 
(10.64+/- Acs.) more or less as shown on PPL drawing No. EU00564605 
prepared by PPL Electric Utilities entitled “PLAN SHOWING 
ELECTRIC ROW TO BE CONDEMNED OVER PROPERTY OF 
AUGUST WILLIAM BAKER and DIANNA M. MAGNI-BAKER. 
            
            Bearings and distances described are based upon the centerline of 
the proposed electric line as surveyed by PPL Electric Utilities.  
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BARBARA JEAN
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PATRICIA PATE
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DEED BOOK 951

PAGE 676

N/F
 BELL MOUNTAIN, LLC
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 INSTRUMENT #201610660

PARCEL 1
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JAMES J. MOL
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PAGE 514
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ETHEL PINNOCK  TRUST
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PIPE IN
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75'

250'
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PENNSYLVANIA POWER & LIGHT
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JOSEPH P. MARTINI
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BELL MOUNTAIN DEVELOPMENT CORP
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VERIFICATION 
 
 

I, AUSTIN K. WESELOH, being the Transmission ROW & Real Estate Supervisor, at 

PPL Services Corporation, hereby state that the facts above set forth are true and correct to the 

best of my knowledge, information and belief and that I expect PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 

to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein 

are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to 

authorities.   

 
 
 
Date: ____________________   __________________________________ 
       Austin K. Weseloh 
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