BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of CSX Transportation, Inc.		:
for Approval of the Abolition of the Crossings	:
where Strickler Street (DOT 145 461 L) 		:
and Griscom Street (DOT 145 455 H)		:
cross, at grade, the tracks of CSX			:		A-2020-3020537
Transportation, Inc. located in Dawson Borough,	:
Fayette County, Pennsylvania				:



ORDER SUSPENDING LITIGATION SCHEDULE

On June 26, 2020, CSX Transportation, Inc. (“CSXT”) submitted an application (“Application”) for approval of the Abolition of the Crossings where Strickler Street and Griscom Street cross at grade the tracks of CSX Transportation, Inc. located in Dawson Borough, Fayette County, Pennsylvania.  On June 2, 2021, the Commission held field investigations at the crossings in question.  On November 12, 2021, the Commission received a protest to the application from Dawson Borough.  On or about November 16, 2021, Rail Safety requested that the matter be referred to the Office of Administrative Law Judge, noting Dawson Borough’s formal protest to the Application. The proceeding was reassigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge to be scheduled for a hearing.  

On January 4, 2022, a Telephonic Call-In Prehearing Conference was held and on January 6, 2022, a Procedural Order was issued granting Dawton Borough’s request for a referral to the Office of Administrative Law Judge’s Mediation Unit.   The following litigation schedule was adopted in the Procedural Order.

Discovery Deadline  September 8, 2022 
Mediation conference (TBD in June 2022)
Written testimony due April 20, 2022 
Written rebuttal testimony due May 17, 2022 
Witness schedule (cross examination matrix) due June 6, 2022 
Hearing to begin at 10:00 a.m. on June 8, 2022 
Briefing schedule to be determined at the hearing

 On March 3, 2022, Cynthia Lehman, Mediator, contacted me to say the parties met that date and sought another mediation conference in three months as well as a six-month suspension of the current procedural schedule in this matter pending settlement negotiations.  Good cause exists to suspend the litigation schedule for six months as the Commission encourages settlements.   In the event the parties reach a settlement over the next six months, they have leave to file a Joint Stipulation for Admission of Evidence and Copies of Statements and Exhibits (with verifications attached) as well as a Joint Petition for Approval of Settlement (with individual Statements in Support attached).  		

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the Procedural Order dated January 6, 2022, is amended such that the litigation schedule is suspended for six months.

		2.	That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for June 8, 2022 is cancelled.

		3.	If after six months no settlement is reached, a further prehearing conference will be scheduled and the parties will be notified.
		
Date:	March 3, 2022 					/s/			___________
							Elizabeth H. Barnes
							Administrative Law Judge
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