[bookmark: _Hlk6482673]BEFORE
THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Petition of Duquesne Light Company for		:
Finding that an Electrical Equipment			:
Building at the Proposed Watson Substation		:		P-2022-3032356
in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania is		:
Reasonably Necessary for the Convenience		:
or Welfare of the Public				:



INTERIM ORDER
REASSIGNING PETITION

On May 2, 2022, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light) filed a petition for a finding that a building to shelter electrical equipment at the proposed Watson Substation site in Allegheny County is reasonably necessary for the convenience of the public and therefore exempt from any local zoning ordinance.  53 P.S. § 10619.  According to Duquesne Light, the Watson Substation and the proposed building on the site are necessary to serve Duquesne Light’s customers by improving capacity, reliability, and resiliency to Pittsburgh’s Uptown and surrounding neighborhood.

On May 6, 2022, the Office of Administrative Law Judge scheduled a prehearing conference for June 22, 2022, and assigned the case to me.  Notice of the prehearing conference was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on May 21, 2022.[footnoteRef:1]  The public notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin noted that any protests to the petition were due on or before June 6, 2022.  Duquesne Light published notice of the prehearing conference and protest deadline in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and filed proof of publication with the Commission’s Secretary on June 13, 2022. [1:  	52 Pa.B. 3042.] 


On May 10, 2022, I issued a prehearing conference order.  The prehearing conference order included the deadline for protests and explained the various options for participation that are available to interested parties.  The prehearing conference order also required parties to file a prehearing memorandum on or before Friday, June 17, 2022.

Duquesne Light filed a prehearing memorandum on June 17, 2022.  Duquesne Light noted that it was not aware of any potential petitions to intervene.  I reviewed the Commission docket in this matter.  No protests were posted to the Commission’s docket as of June 22, 2022.

The prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Emily M. Farah, Esquire appeared on behalf of Duquesne Light.  No other parties appeared.  Ms. Farah made a motion to transfer this petition to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for disposition.  

If no factual issue pertinent to the resolution of a case exists, a hearing is unnecessary.  66 Pa.C.S. § 703(a); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 557 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 548 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); S.M.E. Bessemer Cement, Inc. v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 540 A.2d 1006 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1988); White Oak Borough Authority v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 103 A.2d 502 (Pa.Super.1954).  Not conducting a hearing in these circumstances serves judicial economy by avoiding the time and cost of a hearing where no factual dispute exists. 

In this case there are no factual matters in dispute.  The petition is unprotested.  No hearing is required.  Therefore, Duquesne Light’s motion is granted.  As set forth in the ordering paragraphs below, this proceeding is reassigned to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services.






THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the motion of Duquesne Light requesting reassignment of the Petition of Duquesne Light Company for a Finding that an Electrical Equipment Building at the Proposed Watson Substation in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania is Reasonably Necessary for the Convenience or Welfare of the Public, Docket P-2022-3032356 is granted.

2.	That the Petition of Duquesne Light Company for a Finding that an Electrical Equipment Building at the Proposed Watson Substation in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania is Reasonably Necessary for the Convenience or Welfare of the Public, Docket 
P-2022-3032356, is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action.


Date:  June 22, 2022							/s/		
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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