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June 24, 2022 

VIA E-File 
 
Hon. Joel H. Cheskis 
Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street  
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
jcheskis@pa.gov  
 
Re: Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission v. Pennsylvania-American Water 

Company 
Docket Nos. R-2022-3031672 (water); R-2022-3031673 (wastewater) 

 
 Prehearing Memorandum of CAUSE-PA  
 
Dear Judge Cheskis: 
 
Please find the attached Prehearing Memorandum of the Coalition for Affordable Utility 
Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) in the above referenced 
proceeding.  
 
As indicated on the attached Certificate of Service, service on the parties was accomplished by 
email only. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted,  

 
 

      Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 
      Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 
CC:  Certificate of Service 
 
 Secretary Rosemary Chiavetta, via efile
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I. INTRODUCTION 

On June 17, 2022, a Prehearing Conference Order was issued by Deputy Chief 

Administrative Law Judge (DCALJ) Joel H. Cheskis, setting a telephonic prehearing conference 

for Monday, June 27, 2022 at 11:00 am and requiring parties to file a Prehearing Conference 

Memorandum no later than Friday, June 24, 2022.  In response, the Coalition for Affordable Utility 

Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA), through its counsel at the 

Pennsylvania Utility Law Project, hereby files this Prehearing Conference Memorandum. 

II. HISTORY OF PROCEEDING 

On April 29, 2022, Pennsylvania-American Water Company (PAWC or the Company) 

submitted a rate filing, Supplement No. 35 to Tariff Water-PA P.U.C. No. 5 and Supplement No. 

34 to Tariff Wastewater-PA P.U.C. No. 16, which proposes to increase rates by approximately 

$173.2 million, or approximately 20.8%, based on a fully projected future test year ending in 

December 31, 2023. (Volume I, Statement of Specific Reasons). According to the Company, if the 

entire rate request is approved as filed, the total bill for a residential water customer who uses 

approximately 3,212 gallons per month would increase from $60.49 to $75.49 per month, or by 

24.8%, while the total bill for a residential wastewater customer using approximately 3,212 gallons 

per month would increase from $76.64 to $95.69 per month, or by 24.9%. (Volume I, Notice of 

Proposed Water and Wastewater Rate Changes).   

On May 11, 2022, CAUSE-PA filed a Petition to Intervene and Answer in the above 

captioned matters.  In its Petition to Intervene and Answer, CAUSE-PA requested that it be granted 

full party status as an active party in the above-captioned matters and identified a number of issues 

present in PAWC’s filing that require further investigation and hearings.  Such issues are discussed 

in further detail below. 
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On June 16, 2022, the Public Utility Commission issued a Suspension and Investigation 

Order, initiating an investigation into the justness and reasonableness of PAWC’s existing and 

proposed rates and the accompanying terms and conditions of service. 

On June 17, 2022, a Prehearing Conference Order was issued by DCALJ Cheskis, setting 

a telephonic prehearing and requiring all parties to file a Prehearing Memorandum no later than 

June 24, 2022. 

III. REPRESENTATION OF CAUSE-PA AND SERVICE 

CAUSE-PA is represented in this proceeding by counsel at the Pennsylvania Utility Law 

Project, and requests consolidated service as follows: 

Ria Pereira, Esq. 
John W. Sweet, Esq. 
Lauren N. Berman, Esq. 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq  
 

 PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
118 Locust Street 

 Harrisburg, PA 17101 
 Telephone: 717-236-9486 
 Facsimile: 717-233-4088 
 E-mail: pulp@palegalaid.net 
 

Attorney Pereira will appear on behalf of CAUSE-PA at the June 27, 2022 Prehearing 

Conference. 

CAUSE-PA requests that the parties provide and accept electronic service of documents 

in this proceeding. 

IV. ISSUES TO BE PRESENTED 

While additional issues may arise as a more comprehensive review of PAWC’s filing 

takes place, on preliminary review of PAWC’s tariff filing, CAUSE-PA has identified the 

following issues that require further investigation and hearing: 

mailto:pulp@palegalaid.net
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a. Whether PAWC’s proposed rate increase, which seeks to water rates by 24.8% 

and wastewater rates by 24.9%, will result in rate shock and/or will impose undue 

economic hardship on economically vulnerable customers.  

b. Whether PAWC’s tariff and other terms and conditions of service are fully 

compliant with the customer service protections contained in the Public Utility 

Code and Commission regulations. 

c. Whether PAWC’s rates for water and wastewater service are appropriately 

designed to ensure that all consumers are able to access safe and affordable water 

and wastewater services, consistent with the laws and policies of the 

Commonwealth. 

d. Whether PAWC’s customer programs are adequately designed, appropriately 

funded, and effectively implemented to serve the need for rate assistance, service 

line repair, lead remediation, and/or other critical services necessary to maintain 

safe and affordable water and sanitary services to their home. 

CAUSE-PA asserts that the issues identified above, along with any future issues identified 

by interested parties, must be thoroughly reviewed to ensure that all PAWC customers are able to 

access safe and affordable utility services. Without investigation of the above-stated issues, 

PAWC’s tariff filing could result in unjust and unreasonable terms, conditions, and rates for critical 

water services that would impose severe hardship on the health, safety, and economic stability of 

residents in PAWC’s service territory. 

V. EVIDENCE TO BE PRESENTED 

CAUSE-PA is in the process of reviewing PAWC’s filing and responses to discovery and 

data requests to determine what evidence may be necessary to protect the interests of 
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Pennsylvania’s low income consumers in this proceeding.  If necessary, CAUSE-PA intends to 

file written direct, rebuttal, and/or surrebuttal testimony and/or accompanying exhibits at the 

evidentiary hearing. Such testimony would rely on PAWC’s filings, testimony of PAWC’s 

witnesses and the witnesses of other parties, exhibits, responses and answers to discovery, 

Commission orders and other filings from prior and/or ongoing proceedings before the 

Commission or other government bodies or courts, reports and/or documents submitted to the 

Commission, and public documents related to the issues and sub-issues raised above. CAUSE-PA 

reserves the right to present evidence of any issues that arise through the course of the proceeding, 

including but not limited to the issues identified above or by the other parties to this proceeding. 

Any and all evidence presented by CAUSE-PA will be directed to ensure that the rights of low 

income customers to access and maintain safe and affordable services to their home are adequately 

and appropriately protected. 

VI. WITNESSES AND TESTIMONY 

CAUSE-PA intends to present the following witness to testify in this matter, but reserves 

the right to call additional or substitute witnesses as may be warranted upon proper notice to 

DCALJ Cheskis and the parties:  

Harry Geller, Esq.  
118 Locust Street   
Harrisburg, PA 17101   
hgeller@pautilitylawproject.org    

 

Mr. Geller will address the issues identified above, as well as other issues that may arise 

throughout this proceeding. 

VII. LITIGATION SCHEDULE 

CAUSE-PA has been actively working with PAWC and other parties to the proceeding to 

identify a mutually agreeable litigation schedule in this matter.  At the time of this filing, we 

mailto:hgeller@pautilitylawproject.org
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believe the parties have reached consensus on the following schedule – though we were unable to 

verify whether all parties were in agreement prior to the filing of this Prehearing Memorandum. 

Proposed Schedule 

Prehearing Conference June 27, 2022 
 

Public Input Hearings* Week of July 18, 2022 
 

Opposing Party Direct Testimony July 29, 2022 
 

Rebuttal Testimony (all parties) August 19, 2022 
 

Surrebuttal Testimony (all parties) September 1, 2022 
 

Evidentiary Hearings* 
(including oral rejoinder) 
 

September 8-9 and 12-14, 
2022 

Main Briefs due September 29, 2022  
 

Reply Briefs due October 11, 2022  
 

Public Meeting January 12, 2023 
 

End of Suspension Period January 28, 2023 
 

This schedule was developed based on instructions in the Prehearing Conference Order 

setting the date for Reply Briefs on October 11, 2022.  CAUSE-PA respectfully requests that 

DCALJ Cheskis consider extending the October 11, 2022 deadline for Reply Briefs by one day – 

to October 12, 2022.  This brief extension would help to alleviate conflict with the briefing deadline 

in another large proceeding, as well as constraints associated with the federal holiday on October 

10, 2022.  It is our understanding that the other parties do not object to this request. 

CAUSE-PA notes that some parties have identified conflicts with certain of the proposed 

hearing dates.  It is our understanding that, in agreeing to the above schedule, the parties have 

agreed to be flexible in the presentation of witnesses and evidence to ensure that each party has 
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the opportunity to present evidence in this proceeding. CAUSE-PA supports this flexibility to 

ensure all parties have just and equitable ability to present evidence in this proceeding. 

VIII. PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS 

CAUSE-PA submits that a robust public input hearing process is necessary and 

appropriate in this proceeding to ensure that the Commission can hear directly from impacted 

consumers about any quality of service concerns and the effect PAWC’s proposed rate increase 

will have on their ability to maintain service.   

IX. EVIDENTIARY HEARINGS 

CAUSE-PA respectfully requests that evidentiary hearings in this matter be held 

telephonically.   

X. DISCOVERY 

CAUSE-PA has been actively working with PAWC and other parties to the proceeding to 

identify mutually agreeable discovery modifications in this matter. At the time of this filing, we 

believe the parties have reached consensus on discovery modifications, though we were unable 

to verify whether all parties were in agreement prior to the filing of this Prehearing 

Memorandum. It is our understanding that PAWC will include the consensus discovery 

modifications in its Prehearing Memorandum. 

XI. SETTLEMENT 

CAUSE-PA is willing and ready to engage in settlement discussions to resolve or narrow 

the issues in this proceeding, and encourages the parties to discuss settlement early in the process.  

XII. CONCLUSION 

CAUSE-PA respectfully submits this Prehearing Conference Memorandum and requests 

that it be entered into the record of this proceeding. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq., PA ID: 309014 
Ria M. Pereira, Esq., PA ID: 316771 
Lauren N. Berman, Esq., PA ID: 310116 
John W. Sweet, Esq., PA ID: 320182 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Tel.: 717-236-9486 

Date: June 24, 2022    pulp@pautilitylawproject.org  
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BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
        
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission   : 
       : 

v.       :          Docket Nos.  R-2022-3031672 
       :                     R-2022-3031673  
Pennsylvania-American Water Company  : 
 
 

Certificate of Service 
 

 I hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the Prehearing Memorandum of 

the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania upon 

the parties of record in the above captioned proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 

52 Pa. Code § 1.54. 

VIA EMAIL 
 

Hon. Joel H. Cheskis 
Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge 
PA Public Utility Commission 
PO Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
jcheskis@pa.gov 
 
Kenneth M. Kulak, Esq. 
Brooke E. McGlinn, Esq.  
Catherine Vasudevan, Esq.  
Mark A. Lazaroff, Esq.  
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 
1701 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2921 
ken.kulak@morganlewis.com  
brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com  
catherine.vasudevan@morganlewis.com  
mark.lazaroff@morganlewis.com  

Susan Simms Marsh, Esq.  
Elizabeth Rose Triscari, Esq.  
Teresa Harrold, Esq.  
Pennsylvania-American Water Company  
852 Wesley Drive  
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
susan.marsh@amwater.com  
elizabeth.triscari@amwater.com  
teresa.harrold@amwater.com 

Gina L. Miller, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
ginmiller@pa.gov  

Erin L. Gannon, Esq. 
Laura J. Antinucci, Esq.  
Lauren E. Guerra, Esq. 
Mackenzie C. Battle, Esq. 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street  
5th Floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
choover@paoca.org  

mailto:jcheskis@pa.gov
mailto:ken.kulak@morganlewis.com
mailto:brooke.mcglinn@morganlewis.com
mailto:catherine.vasudevan@morganlewis.com
mailto:mark.lazaroff@morganlewis.com
mailto:susan.marsh@amwater.com
mailto:elizabeth.triscari@amwater.com
mailto:teresa.harrold@amwater.com
mailto:ginmiller@pa.gov
mailto:choover@paoca.org
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egannon@paoca.org 
lantinucci@paoca.org 
bsheridan@paoca.org 
MBattle@paoca.org 
dlawrence@paoca.org 
 

Erin K. Fure, Esq.  
Steven C. Gray, Esq. 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
1st Floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
efure@pa.gov  
sgray@pa.gov  
 

Carl E Meyer 
100 Grayhawk Way S 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
afterhourslegal.ohio@gmail.com  
 

Joseph L. Vullo, Esq. 
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts 
1460 Wyoming Ave 
Forty Fort, PA 18704 
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com 
 

SENATOR JUDITH L. SCHWANK 
210 GEORGE STREET  
READING PA 19605 
senatorschwank@pasenate.com  
 

Karen O. Moury, Esq. 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
213 Market St., 8th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
kmoury@eckertseamans.com  

Lauren M. Burge, Esq. 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 600 
Grant Street, 44th Floor  
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
lburge@eckertseamans.com  
 

Keith Sauer 
4824 Farming Ridge Blvd 
Reading, PA 19606 
keith.j.sauer@gmail.com  
 

Ivan Figueroa 
432 Drycove Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15210 
ivanfigueroa60@gmail.com  
 

Lisa Tunzi 
204 Susquehanna Avenue 
West Pittston, PA 18643-1710 
lltunzi@yahoo.com  

Jeff Henry 
4621 Hillside Road 
Reading, PA 19606 
jeffhenry1@me.com 
 

Mark Henderson 
5425 E, Lorane Rd 
Reading, PA 19606 
markwh24@ptd.net   

JORGE SALAZAR 
2328 SNAPDRAGON POINT 
EAST STROUDSBURG PA 18301 
jorge.m.salazar@gmail.com  
 

JESSICA WEISS 
729 ORCHARD STREET 
CARNEGIE PA 15106 
weissjessica22@yahoo.com  
 

DARLENE NYCHEY 
5070 BROWNSVILLE ROAD 
PITTSBURGH PA 15236 
Darlene.starfisch@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:egannon@paoca.org
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mailto:MBattle@paoca.org
mailto:dlawrence@paoca.org
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mailto:afterhourslegal.ohio@gmail.com
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mailto:lburge@eckertseamans.com
mailto:keith.j.sauer@gmail.com
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mailto:markwh24@ptd.net
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LEROY WATTERS III  
1 EAST INDIAN LANE  
NORRISTOWN PA 19403  
ljameswatters3@gmail.com  
 

KATHLEEN JEFFRIES  
944 MILL CT  
BRIDGEVILLE PA 15017 
kejeffries@hotmail.com 

LATRESE LAPORTE  
2309 SNAPDRAGON PT EAST 
STROUDSBURG PA 18301  
latrese.laporte@yahoo.com  

SAMANTHA MAIZE  
16 FREEDOM DRIVE  
SOUTH BRIDGEVILLE PA 15017 
samantha.maize@yahoo.com 

JOAN E. LONDON ESQUIRE  
KOZLOFF STOUDT  
2640 WESTVIEW DRIVE  
WYOMISSING PA 19610 
jlondon@kozloffstoudt.com  

MICHAEL POPE  
8607 SPRUCE MILL DRIVE  
YARDLEY PA 19067  
mloringpope@gmail.com 

JOHN PALERMO  
2828 DWIGHT AVE  
PITTSBURGH PA 15216 
dummas4eva@yahoo.com  

AMANDA BARTO-EALY  
102 LAWRENCE AVE  
BUTLER PA 16001   
mandaln79@gmail.com    

STEPHEN T. NARDI  
146 CHURCH ST  
PO BOX 224  
CLAYSVILLE PA 15323  
nardiseast@gmail.com  

SEAN SEIDEL  
1340 BUTTER LANE  
READING PA 19606  
sseidel@comcast.net 

NATHAN WOODFORD 6 OKMED DR 
READING PA 19606 484.269.7631 
natewoodford@msn.com  

TRISH E. LUBERDA 31 WHITETAIL LANE 
HUNTERS RUN READING STATION PA 
19606-9490 610.334.8381 484.798.3828 
trish.luberda@gmail.com 

RICHARD A. BAUDINO  
J. KENNEDY & ASSOCIATES  
1347 FRYE ROAD  
WESTFIELD NC 27053  
rbaudino@jkenn.com  

TUCKER R. HULL ESQUIRE  
J. CHADWICK SCHNEE ESQUIRE  
LAW OFFICE OF TUCKER R. HULL, LLC  
108 W MAIN STREET  
PO BOX 330  
ANNVILLE PA 17003  
tucker@tucker-hull-law.com  
chadwick@tucker-hull-law.com 
 

TACY M. RUTHERFORD  
60-2 MINT TIER  
READING PA 19606  
scotacy@icloud.com  

KURT J. BOEHM ESQUIRE  
JODY KYLER COHN ESQUIRE  
BOEHM KURTZ & LOWRY  
36 E SEVENTH STREET SUITE 1510 
CINCINNATI OH 45202  
kboehm@bkllawfirm.com  
jkylercohn@bkllawfirm.com 

 
BARBARA CETNAROWSKI  
138 BUTTERNUT ST  
CLAIRTON PA 15025  
jmcbac@comcast.net  

JEROME & SHERYL RODZINAK  
181 MATSON AVENUE  
WILKES-BARRE PA 18705 
zibadaun@frontiernet.net 
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EARL KNIGHT  
834 WEST CHESTNUT STREET 
COATSVILLE PA 19320  
eknight475@aol.com  

SABATINI MONATESTI  
919 BELAIR DR  
BERWICK PA 18603-2438 
smonatesti@verizon.net 

MARIA ELENA SELZNICK  
120 LOST LANTERN LANE  
EAST STROUDSBURG PA 18301 
meselznick@yahoo.com  

BRIDGET L. SALKOWSKI  
4382 HILLSIDE RD  
READING PA 19606  
bridgetlea115@yahoo.com 

ZACHARY OBRIEN  
231 WALNUT RD  
MCDONALD PA 15057  
zobrien@newpark.com 

AMEE L. MAZZARESE ESQUIRE  
DICKIE, MCCAMEY & CHILCOTE, P.C.  
TWO PPG PLACE SUITE 400  
PITTSBURGH PA 15222 
amazzarese@dmclaw.com 

KEITH SAUER  
4824 FARMING RIDGE BLVD  
READING PA 19606  
keith.j.sauer@gmail.com  

POLI IORDANOVA  
4210 BLUE MOUTAIN CROSSING  
EAST STROUDSBURG PA 18301 
sd2734@yahoo.com 

SIMEON DOBREV  
4210 BLUE MOUNTAIN CROSSING  
EAST STROUDSBURG PA 18301 
am0109@outlook.com  

WILLIAM H. RISSMILLER  
1006 HICKORY LANE  
READING PA 19606   
whr19606@ptd.net 

RAMKRISHNA SEN  
19 EVANS RD  
NORRISTOWN PA 19403  
rksen1@gmail.com  

JAMES PAGEL  
57 NARRAGANSETT LANE  
COATESVILLE PA 19320 
J.Pagel47@gmail.com 

JEFF HENRY 
4621 HILLSIDE ROAD  
READING PA 19606  
jeffhenry1@me.com 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 
 

      Elizabeth R. Marx, PA ID 309014 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
717-710-3825 

June 24, 2022     pulp@pautilitylawproject.org 
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