BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Scott Sidle						:
							:		C-2022-3032338
	v.						:		
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation		:



INTERIM ORDER GRANTING RESPONDENT’S
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

By Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice dated May 26, 2022, a call-in telephonic hearing was scheduled in this matter for July 12, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.

On June 30, 2022, Nicholas A. Stobbe, Esq., Counsel for PPL, submitted a request via email for a continuance of the July 12, 2022, hearing.  In support of the continuance request, Mr. Stobbe indicated as follows:

Pursuant to Your Honor’s Prehearing Order dated June 7, 2022, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric” or “Company”) has contacted the Complainant, Scott Sidle, to discuss possible resolution of his Formal Complaint without the need for an Evidentiary Hearing. 

With that in mind, PPL Electric respectfully requests that the July 12, 2022 Evidentiary Hearing be cancelled and continued to a later date.  A continuance would provide the Company additional time to investigate potential ways to resolve the concerns Mr. Sidle raised in his Formal Complaint, and for the parties to engage in further settlement discussions. Mr. Sidle’s Formal Complaint concerns complex service reliability issues and, in order to meaningfully engage in substantive settlement discussions with Mr. Sidle, the Company believes more time is necessary to fully investigate Mr. Sidle’s allegations and possible resolution thereof. A continuance of the July 12, 2022 Evidentiary Hearing would allow for that. PPL Electric has spoken with Mr. Sidle and understands that he is amenable to this request.

Paragraph 2 of my June 7, 2022, Prehearing Order advised the parties that they may request a continuance of the hearing if they have a good reason.  My Prehearing Order further advised that “[t]o request a continuance, you must submit a written request (a “motion”) at least five (5) days before the hearing.”  My Order further instructed that “[y]ou must submit the motion to me through my legal assistant”[footnoteRef:1] as well as to the other parties. [1:  	The parties are reminded that, pursuant to my June 7, 2022 Prehearing Order, all communications to me must go through my legal assistant, Athena DelVillar. Ms. DelVillar’s email address is sdelvillar@pa.gov.  ] 


Upon review of PPL’s request, I find that the Respondent has established good cause justifying a continuance of the July 12, 2022 hearing.  Granting the request will provide PPL an opportunity to further investigate the Complainant’s concerns and for the parties to explore the possibility of settlement.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231).  

The parties will be directed to work together to provide me with at least three alternate dates for the rescheduled hearing.  I will notify the parties in the event that the agreed-upon dates conflict with my schedule.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation’s request for continuance of the scheduled hearing is granted; 

2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for July 12, 2022 in the matter of Scott Sidle v. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket No. C-2022-3032338 is cancelled; 

3. That the parties shall confer and provide at least three alternative hearing dates when both parties and their witnesses are available for hearing;

4. That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation shall file a status report on or before July 15, 2022 which includes an update regarding the status of the parties’ settlement discussions as well as the three alternate dates agreed to by the parties; 

5. That the parties are reminded that Commission policy encourages settlement and that they should continue to communicate with each other in an attempt to resolve their dispute.  In the event the parties are able to resolve their dispute, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation may file a certificate of satisfaction in lieu of the status report directed in paragraph 4; and

6. That all other provisions in my June 7, 2022 Prehearing Order remain in effect.  


Date:	July 1, 2022						/s/			
						Christopher P. Pell
						Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge


C-2022-3032338 - SCOTT SIDLE v. PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION

SCOTT W SIDLE
1914 NORTH ROCKHILL ROAD
SELLERSVILLE PA  18960
215.554.7996
SIDLEZ55@GMAIL.COM

DEVIN T RYAN ESQUIRE
POST AND SCHELL
17 NORTH 2ND STREET
12TH FLOOR
HARRISBURG PA  17101-1601
717.612.6052
DRYAN@POSTSCHELL.COM
Accepts EService

MICHAEL J SHAFER ATTORNEY
PPL SERVICES CORP
2 N 9TH ST
GENTW3
ALLENTOWN PA  18101
610.774.2599
MJSHAFER@PPLWEB.COM
Accepts EService

2

