BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Shams Transportation LLC		:		A-2022-3031140
for approval to provide paratransit service in		:
Pennsylvania for the purposes of transporting patients	:														


INTERIM ORDER
DIRECTING APPLICANT TO CAUSE COUNSEL TO ENTER APPEARANCE

On February 16, 2022, Shams Transportation LLC  (Shams or Applicant) filed an Application for Motor Common Carrier of Persons In Paratransit Service  (Application) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  

On May 5, 2022, the Application was denied for failure of Applicant to reply to a Commission data request.  Applicant filed a Petition for Reconsideration on May 10, 2022.  

On June 21, 2022 a Joint Protest of Bucks County Transport, Inc. (BCT), Bux-Mont Transportation, Inc. (Bux-Mont), Easton Coach Company (Easton), Suburban Transit Network, Inc. (TransNet), Tri County Transit Service, Inc. (Tri County), and Rover Community Transportation, Inc. (Rover) (collectively, the Joint Protestants) was filed with the Commission.  

On July 14, 2022, a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice was issued scheduling an evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for August 31, 2022 at 10 a.m.  

On July 19, 2022, a Prehearing Order was entered.




On July 28, 2022, a Second Prehearing Order was entered which provided, in part, on page 1, as follows:

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§1.21 and 1.22, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney represent you in this proceeding and will not be permitted to represent themselves at the hearing if unrepresented by legal counsel.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone. Failure of any partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, to have an attorney present to represent the partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, may result in the dismissal of the Application, Complaint Protest or claim being advanced by any unrepresented partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision.  Legal counsel for any Party shall promptly enter their appearance with the Commission and provide a copy of any entrance of appearance to all Parties or their legal counsel, if represented.        

The Application filed in this proceeding identifies Applicant as Shams Transportation LLC.  Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§1.21 and 1.22, a limited liability company must have an attorney represent it in this proceeding and will not be permitted to represent itself at the hearing if unrepresented by legal counsel.  To date, no legal counsel has entered his or her appearance with the Commission on behalf of the Applicant, Shams Transportation LLC.

According to Sections 1.21 through 1.23 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, if a party is an individual, he or she may represent him- or herself, or the individual may be represented by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice.  However, if a party is not an individual, such as a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, the party must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice to represent the party at the hearing.  If a party is not an individual, and the party is not represented by an attorney, the party is not permitted to participate in the hearing.   

Under the Commission’s rules, Applicant, if indeed an LLC or limited liability company, must be represented by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or admitted Pro Hac Vice, and legal counsel for Applicant is required to file his or her entry for appearance with the Commission and provide counsel for the parties with a copy of the entry for appearance prior to the commencement of the hearing on August 31, 2022, at 
10 a.m..    

Prehearing Orders have been entered in this proceeding requiring certain actions be taken by the Parties.  In addition, the hearing has been scheduled for August 31, 2022.  Therefore, under the circumstances, Applicant is hereby ordered to cause counsel to enter his or her appearance consistent with the Commission’s rules and serve copies on the Parties or their counsel, if represented, as set forth in the ordering paragraphs below. The Parties are advised that the hearing in this matter will not be continued or postponed for failure of a party to appear at the scheduled hearing in this proceeding without counsel, where required.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Parties shall comply with the terms and provisions set forth in the orders entered on July 19, 2022 and July 28, 2022.

2. That the Applicant, Shams Transportation LLC, shall, by August 31, 2022, at 10 a.m., cause its counsel to enter his or her appearance in writing, and serve the entry of appearance upon all Parties or their legal counsel, if represented, and to the undersigned presiding officer, in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).


[bookmark: _Hlk505862083]Date:  August 19, 2022						/s/				
							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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