BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Angela Owens	:
		:
	v.	:	C-2022-3032158
		:
PECO Energy Company	:



STAY ORDER

On April 27, 2022, Angela Owens (Complainant Ms. Owens) filed a formal Complaint (Complaint) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  In the Complaint, the Complainant placed checkmarks in the boxes indicating “the utility is threatening to shut off my service or has already shut off my service,” “I would like a payment agreement,” and “other.”  As relief, the Complainant requested that: 1) PECO stop termination proceedings; 2) a payment arrangement be issued on her behalf; 3) she be enrolled in PECO’s Customer Assistance Program (CAP); 4) the bankruptcy deposit be broken into smaller payments that can be paid over a period of time; 5) she have the option to pay off the payment arrangement early; and 6) she be provided written explanation of her rights as a customer in active bankruptcy.

		On May 17, 2022, PECO filed an Answer denying all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Complaint.  Along with the Answer, PECO filed New Matter in which it averred that the Complainant filed for Chapter 13 Bankruptcy in the Eastern District of Pennsylvania under docket number 21-13220- elf on December 6, 2021.  As a result, PECO argued that the Complainant’s account is not eligible for a payment agreement and the bankruptcy deposit cannot be broken down into smaller allotments.  In addition, PECO averred that the Complainant’s current balance due is $0.00 and explained that Ms. Owens can submit a CAP application to determine eligibility. 

By Hearing Notice dated June 22, 2022, a telephonic hearing was scheduled for August 16, 2022, and the matter was assigned to me.  

On June 27, 2022, PECO filed a Motion to Stay the Proceedings (Motion) in this matter because the Complainant has an active Chapter 13 Bankruptcy petition pending.

Complainant did not file a reply to the Motion.

On July 25, 2022, the Commission issued a Hearing Cancellation Notice cancelling the August 16, 2022, hearing in the present matter. 

A bankruptcy petition filed under either Sections 301, 302 or 303 of the United States Bankruptcy Code operates as a stay and bars the commencement or continuation of a judicial, administrative, or other action or proceeding against the debtor, including the issuance or employment of a process, which action or proceeding was commenced prior to the start of the bankruptcy proceeding, or to recover a claim against the debtor that arose before the commencement of the bankruptcy proceeding.  See 11 U.S.C.S. § 362(a)(1).  In view of Ms. Owens’s recent bankruptcy petition, it is reasonable to stay the proceeding before this Commission for the period of time the bankruptcy judge takes to rule on her case.  Consequently, PECO’s Motion to stay the proceedings in thus matter is granted.  The matter at Docket No. C-2022-3032158 is stayed pending resolution of the Complainant’s bankruptcy petition.  

Complainant and Respondent are requested to file a status report with the Commission at this Docket, with a copy to me and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Stay Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded.  

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	PECO Energy Company’s Motion to Stay the Proceedings at Docket No. C-2022-3032158 is granted.

[bookmark: _Hlk45289117]2.	That the procedural schedule in the matter of Angela Owens v. PECO Energy Company, Docket No. C-2022-3032158 is stayed.

		3.	That the complainant and respondent shall file status reports with the Commission at this docket, with a copy to the presiding officer and the opposing party, within sixty (60) days of the date of this Order, and every sixty (60) days thereafter, until the bankruptcy proceeding has concluded. 


Date:	  August 24, 2022			/s/				
		Eranda Vero 
		Administrative Law Judge
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