BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Shams Transportation LLC		:		A-2022-3031140
for approval to provide paratransit service in		:
Pennsylvania for the purposes of transporting patients	:					



INTERIM ORDER 
CANCELLING HEARING AND REFERRING CASE TO
THE BUREAU OF TECHNICAL UTILITY SERVICES FOR DISPOSITION

On February 16, 2022, Shams Transportation LLC  (Shams or Applicant) filed an Application for Motor Common Carrier of Persons In Paratransit Service (Application) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  The Application filed in this proceeding identifies Applicant as Shams Transportation LLC.

On May 5, 2022, the Application was denied for failure of Applicant to reply to a Commission data request.  Applicant filed a Petition for Reconsideration on May 10, 2022.  

On June 21, 2022 a Joint Protest of Bucks County Transport, Inc. (BCT), Bux-Mont Transportation, Inc. (Bux-Mont), Easton Coach Company (Easton), Suburban Transit Network, Inc. (TransNet), Tri County Transit Service, Inc. (Tri County), and Rover Community Transportation, Inc. (Rover) (collectively, the Joint Protestants) was filed with the Commission.  

On July 14, 2022, a Call-In Telephone Hearing Notice was issued scheduling an evidentiary hearing in this proceeding for August 31, 2022, at 10 a.m.  

On July 19, 2022, a Prehearing Order was entered.

On July 28, 2022, a Second Prehearing Order was entered which advised the Parties of the provisions set forth in 52 Pa. Code §§ 1.21 and 1.22, and the requirement that a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, have attorney representation in this proceeding.

On August 18, 2022, a Prehearing Order was entered requiring Applicant to cause counsel to enter his or her appearance consistent with the Commission’s rules and serve copies on the Parties or their counsel, if represented.  The Parties were further directed to comply with the terms and provisions set forth in  the orders entered on July 19, 2022 and July 28, 2022.

On August 25, 2022, Applicant, Shams Transportation LLC and Protestants Bucks County Transport, Inc., Bux-Mont Transportation, Inc., Easton Coach Company, Suburban Transit Network, Inc., Tri County Transit Service, Inc. and Rover Community Transportation, Inc. (Joint Protestants), filed a Restrictive Amendment and Stipulation (Restrictive Amendment) seeks to amend the Application to clearly identify and specify the territory requested so that the authority sought shall read as follows:

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, among and between points in the County of Delaware and the City and County of Philadelphia.

	The Restrictive Amendment provides that, based upon the terms of the Restrictive Amendment and conditioned upon its acceptance and approval by the Commission and any order issued being consistent therewith, the Joint Protestants have agreed to withdraw their respective Protests to the Application as amended, subject to the following two conditions and requirements: (i) in the event that any aspect of this Restrictive Amendment and Stipulation is rejected by the Commission for any reason, the Protests shall be deemed immediately reinstated, this proceeding shall be scheduled for hearing to permit Joint Protestants to present evidence in an on-the-record proceeding in opposition to approval of the Application, and neither the Restrictive Amendment, nor the fact that the parties agreed to submit it to the Commission, shall be used against any party in any subsequent hearing or proceeding; and (ii) in the event that any aspect of the Restrictive Amendment and Stipulation is rejected by the Commission for any reason, the Joint Protestants shall have the right to request reconsideration before the Commission or to appeal before any and all appropriate courts, or both, and in any such proceedings Applicant shall not raise any objections as to party status or standing of the Joint Protestants.

	The Applicant and Joint Protestants aver in the Restrictive Amendment that the Restrictive Amendment is in the public interest because it will allow the Applicant to provide paratransit service in a manner consistent with its operating objectives, and it will resolve the Protests to the Application while avoiding the time and expense of further litigation.  The Joint Protestants further state that they desire to remain a party of record so as to receive copies of any orders or other documentation issued by the Commission in the proceeding.

All of the protests filed in this proceeding have been withdrawn, based upon the filing and subject to the terms of the Restrictive Amendment.  Consequently, it appears there are no outstanding protests or factual issues requiring a hearing and it is appropriate that the hearing scheduled for August 31, 2022 be cancelled and that this matter be transferred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for disposition.  

THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the initial hearing scheduled for Wednesday, August 31, 2022 is cancelled.

2. That the Application for Motor Common Carrier of Persons In Paratransit Service filed by Shams Transportation LLC, docketed at A-2022-3031140, is hereby referred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for disposition.


Date:  August 25, 2022							/s/			
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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