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GAS OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 

Energy to do more-

Section 30.10.20 
Page 4 of25 

6.2 Manufactured padding material, such as crushed rock, requires inspection for 
sharp edges. 

6.3 When padding material is used to protect the pipe, a minimum of six (6) inches 
must be used below and on top of the pipe. 

6.4 Blocking for Support 

7.0 Cover 

6.4.1 Avoid blocking if at all possible. Blocking shall not be used unless 
unusual installation conditions arise. 

6.4.2 Where it is necessary, use blocking material that will not damage the 
pipe. Materials include a FRP lily-pad, wood blocking or sandbags. 

6.4.3 Do not use blocking to change pipe grade. 

6.4.4 Due to potential stress points created by blocking, protective sleeves 
must be installed between blocking and pipe and must be centered. 

6.4.5 Pad temporary blocking with FRP lily pad to prevent coating damage. 

7.1 The minimum depth of mains and services is measured from the top of the pipe 
to the finished grade and must meet the requirements of the following tables. 
See GOM 30.10.30 Section 6.0 for cover criteria related to joint trench 
installations. 

Mains 
I 

State Rd Non-State Rd 
Consolidated 

Pipeline 
In In Road Out of 

Rock 

Roadway Direct 
Insert 

Roadway 
R1 tl l 

Bury 
Transmission 36" 36" NIA 36" , " 

High Pressure Distribution 36" 36" NIA 24" 24" 
(> 100 osiQ) 
Distribution 36" 36" 24" 24" 24" 

Table 30.10.20-1: Minimum Main Depth - Gas Only Trenches 

u G""I:_ ~x"h S­
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Energy to do more 

Private Property 

GAS OPERATIONS 
MANUAL 

Services 

Location 

Public Right-of-Way - State Road 
Public Right-of-Way - Non-State Road 
New Business Services Where Final Grade is Unknown 

Table 30.10.20-2: Minimum Service Depth 

Section 30.10.20 

Page 5of25 

Depth 
18" 
36" 
24" 
36" 

7.2 MARYLAND ONLY: Install service lines to a depth of 24", except in solid 
rock where the minimum depth must be 18". Solid rock is indicated by the 
necessity for blasting or the use of pneumatic equipment. 

7.3 Where underground structures prevent pipe installation to the depths noted in 
Table 30.10.20-1 and Table 30.10.20-2, additional protection must be placed 
above the pipe, and the pipe must be able to withstand any additional 
anticipated loads. Consult Engineering for recommendations. 

8.0 Clearance from Underground Structures 

8.1 Each transmission line must be installed with at least 12 inches of clearance 
from any other underground structure not associated with the transmission line. 
If this clearance cannot be attained, the transmission line must be protected from 
damage that might result from the proximity of the other structure(s). 

8.2 Each distribution main must be installed with enough clearance from any other 
underground structure to allow proper maintenance and to protect against 
damage that might result from proximity to other structures. 

8.2. l A minimum clearance of six (6) inches is required when new or 
replacement mains or services cross another structure. 

8.2.2 A clearance of two (2) feet (one (1) foot minimum) is recommended 
when new or replacement mains parallel another structure and are not 
installed as a common trench installation. 

8.2.3 If this clearance cannot be attained, the distribution line must be 
protected from damage that might result from the proximity of the other 
structure( s). 

8.3 Engineering shall design the proposed running line for transmission and 
distribution. If the running line must deviate from the design by more than three 
feet, contact Engineering to ensure the new placement is a sufficient distance 
from buildings and any underground structures. 

u.G.I. 
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