
 
1501 Main Street 

Suite 220 
Warrington, PA 18976 

T: 215-345-4591 
F: 215-345-7853 

 
www.pennoni.com 

September 19, 2022 
 
LNSDL19003 
 
The Secretary of the Commission 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265 
 
RE: East Main Streetscape (SEPTA Section) 

West Main Street (SR 0063) – At-Grade Crossing Pedestrian Improvements 
  Lansdale Borough, Montgomery County, PA 
 
Dear Secretary of the Commission: 
 
Attached for your review and consideration of approval is an application to construct improvements on West 
Main Street (State Route 0063) between Railroad Avenue and Walnut Street including the Main Street At-
Grade Crossing (DOT # 592 788 P) in Lansdale Borough, Montgomery County.  These improvements are in the 
vicinity of the Lansdale Train Station and proposes to improve the pedestrian accommodations through the 
project limits. SEPTA has also requested the installation of a “Dynamic Envelop” to better delineate the 
railroad zone to motor vehicles. The Borough has worked closely with SEPTA and PennDOT on the proposed 
improvements. In accordance with PUC submission requirements, enclosed please find the following: 
 

1. Submission Letter 
2. PUC Railroad Application Form G 
3. Certificate of Service 
4. Detailed Project Description 
5. Final Construction Plans 
6. PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit (approved) 

 
Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
PENNONI ASSOCIATES INC. 

 
Mark E. Bickerton, PE 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc: John J. Ernst, AIA, Borough Manager 
 Earl W. Armitage III, PE, Pennoni, Borough Traffic Engineer 
 
U:\Accounts\LNSDL\LNSDL19003 - East Main Streetscape\DELIVERABLES\2022-09-19 PUC Submission (Railroad Section)\01_PUC Cover Letter.docx 



 

 

                       

BEFORE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

                       
 
 
In re: Application of Lansdale Borough, 
Montgomery County to construct improvements 
on West Main Street between Railroad Avenue 
and Walnut Street including the Main Street At-
Grade Crossing (DOT # 592 788 P) in Lansdale 
Borough, Montgomery County. 
 

 
 

 
Application  
Docket No.                                        
 
Electronically Filed 

To the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission: 
 
1.  The name and address of applicant is: 
 

Lansdale Borough 
One Vine Street 
Lansdale PA 19446 

 
2. The name and address of attorney for the applicant is: 
 

Mr. Patrick M. Hitchens, Esquire  
Kilkenny Law, LLC 
519 Swede Street  
Norristown, PA 19401 
 

3. Lansdale Borough desires to construct the pedestrian improvements and a dynamic envelope on West Main 

Street (SR 0063) between Railroad Avenue and Walnut Street, including the area through the Main Street At-

Grade Crossing (DOT # 592 788 P). These improvements are in the vicinity of the Lansdale Train Station and 

proposes to replicate the recently constructed improvements on the north side of West Main Street (SR 

00663). 

4.  With PUC, SEPTA, and PennDOT approval, Lansdale Borough and its contractors shall improve the public 
at-grade crossing with pedestrian accommodations as shown on the attached Plan Set Sheets 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 
9 of 14.  In cooperation with SEPTA, Lansdale Borough and its contractors, shall cause to construct 
thermoplastic pavement markings, detectable warning surfaces, concrete curb and sidewalk, flexible surface-
mount delineator posts, and bituminous walkways with minimal interruption to train traffic. Lansdale Borough 
and SEPTA will mutually agree upon the responsibility and amount for maintenance and inspection fees for 
the crossing improvements prior to the PUC final ruling. 
 
5. With PUC, SEPTA, and PennDOT approval, Lansdale Borough and its contractors shall also improve the 
public at-grade crossing with a painted dynamic envelope as shown on the attached Plan Set Sheets 4 and 9 
of 14.  In cooperation with SEPTA, Lansdale Borough and its contractors, shall cause to construct thermoplastic 
pavement markings with minimal interruption to train traffic. Lansdale Borough and SEPTA will mutually agree 
upon the responsibility and amount for maintenance and inspection fees for the crossing improvements prior 
to the PUC final ruling. 
 
  



6. The names of public utilities, municipalities, or corporations concerned with, or affected by, the proposed
crossing, and alterations to existing utility crossing(s) related thereto, are listed immediately below (the
contact information for each of these parties is shown in the Certificate of Service):

CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Pennsylvania Northeastern Railroad, LLC. 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 
Bucks County Railroad Preservation & Restoration Corp. 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
NORTH PENN WATER AUTHORITY 
PECO Energy Co. 
PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION  
Comcast Cable Communications  
CenturyLink  
Verizon Pennsylvania, LLC 
Crown Castle Fiber  
Zayo Bandwidth 

7. This section represents a critical pedestrian connection along West Main Street (SR 0063) which is classified
as a Principal Urban Arterial.

8. The estimated cost for construction of the improvements is $400,000.00.  Construction funding for this
project is supported by an Act 89 Transit Funding grant from PennDOT.  Per agreement, PennDOT has
approved SEPTA to administer the construction funding.  70% of the final construction cost will be covered by
the Act 89 grant, and the remaining 30% of the final construction cost will be covered by the Lansdale Borough
as the required the local match.

8. The improvements to this crossing are necessary and proper for the safety and convenience of the general
public.

Wherefore, applicant prays your Honorable Commission to approve the application: 

Respectfully Submitted: 

John J. Ernst, A.I.A., Borough Manager 
Lansdale Borough 
One Vine Street 
Lansdale PA 19446 



BEFORE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

In re: Application of Lansdale Borough, 
Montgomery County to construct improvements 
on West Main Street between Railroad Avenue 
and Walnut Street including the Main Street At-
Grade Crossing (DOT # 592 788 P) in Lansdale 
Borough, Montgomery County. 

 
 
 
 
 

Application 
Docket No. 

Electronically Filed 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon the participants, listed 
below by electronic mail pursuiant to the Emergency Order at Docket Number M-2020-3019262: 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Attn: Derek Mihaly 
2000 West Cabot Boulevard 
Suite 130 
Langhorne, PA 19047 
Derek_mihaly@csx.com 

Pennsylvania Northeastern Railroad, LLC. 
301B West Main Street 
Lansdale PA 19446 
Attn: Michael Donovan, General Manager 
mdonovan@pnrailroad.com 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 
1234 Market Street – 10th floor  
Philadelphia, PA 19107  
Attn: Robert L. Lund, Jr., Deputy General Manager 
rlund@septa.org 

Bucks County Railroad Preservation & Restoration Corp. 
New Hope & Ivyland Railroad 
32 West Bridge Street 
New Hope, PA 18938-0834 
Attn: Paul Nichini, President 
p.nichini@newhoperailroad.com

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
7000 Geerdes Boulevard 
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1525 
Attn: Mary Ann Lang 
Malang@pa.gov 

mailto:Derek_mihaly@csx.com
mailto:mdonovan@pnrailroad.com
mailto:rlund@septa.org
mailto:p.nichini@newhoperailroad.com


NORTH PENN WATER AUTHORITY 
300 Forty Foot Road 
Lansdale, PA 19446 
Attn. Daniel C Preston, Director of Operation and Engineering 
dpreston@northpennwater.org 

PECO Energy Co. 
1050 West Swedesford Road 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
Attn: Pete Dettling, Program Manager 
Charles.Dettling@exeloncorp.com 

PPL ELECTRIC UTILITIES CORPORATION  
2 North 9th Street. - GENN-3  
Allentown PA, 18101-1179  
Attn: Ms. Charlotte Kurpa Agency Coordinator 
cakrupa@pplweb.com  

Comcast Cable Communications  
190 Shoemaker Road  
Pottstown, PA 19464  
Attn: Mike Kimberly, Construction Coordinator 
mike_kimberly@cable.comcast.com 

CenturyLink  
1025 Eldorado Boulevard  
Interlocken 4000 
Broomfield, CO 80021 
Attn: Renoy Thomas, Business Analyst 
relocations@lumen.com 

Verizon Pennsylvania, LLC 
1050 Virginia Drive 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 
Attn: Scott Beiter, Highway Engineer 
scott.beiter@verizon.com  

Crown Castle Fiber  
3200 Horizon Drive  
King of Prussia, PA 19406  
Attn: Ellen McCourt, Network Supervisor 
Ellen.McCourt@crowncastle.com  

Zayo Bandwidth  
170 Robbins Road  
Downingtown, PA 19335  
Attn: Chris Ricciuti, Engineer 
Chris.Riccuiti@zayo.com 

Dated the 26th Day of August, 2022 

John J. Ernst, A.I.A., Borough Manager 
Lansdale Borough 
One Vine Street 
Lansdale PA 19446 
215-361-8335
jernst@lansdale.org

mailto:dpreston@northpennwater.org
mailto:Charles.Dettling@exeloncorp.com
mailto:cakrupa@pplweb.com
mailto:mike_kimberly@cable.comcast.com
mailto:relocations@lumen.com
mailto:scott.beiter@verizon.com
mailto:Ellen.McCourt@crowncastle.com
mailto:Chris.Riccuiti@zayo.com
mailto:jernst@lansdale.org


East Main Streetscape 

At-Grade Crossing Improvements Project 

Existing Conditions: 

This section of Main Street (SR 0063) is a principal urban arterial oriented east-west between SR 463 and 

SR 309.  The average daily traffic (ADT) of Main Street is ~15,000 vehicles per day. Through Lansdale, Main 

Street extends through the downtown business district and has a high number of pedestrians walking to 

the various shops, restaurants, residences, and other businesses within the downtown core. Additionally, 

two major pedestrian generators are SEPTA’s Lansdale Station on the north side of Main Street and the 

SEPTA transit center on the south side of Main Street. This phase of the East Main Streetscape project is 

between Green Street/Madison Street and Walnut Street and includes the existing at-grade rail crossings 

on Main Street. The at-grade crossing is unique and complex; 4 railroad tracks cross Main Street at 

different angles over ~150’. This is difficult for motorists to navigate, especially when the gates are 

actuated for an approaching train given the width of the track crossings. Railroad Avenue is within the 

project limits and now hosts a recently constructed transit center for busses to layover. There is a missing 

pedestrian link between the Railroad Avenue Transit Center and the Lansdale Train Station. Proper 

pedestrian accommodations on the south side of Main Street are lacking in the vicinity of the track 

crossings. This results in pedestrians walking within or adjacent to the travel lanes on Main Street. On the 

north side of Main Street, some of the pedestrian accommodations have been upgraded, however there 

is a small section near Walnut Street is still sub-standard. 

Proposed Solution: 

Lansdale Borough has been working closely with SEPTA and PennDOT to develop the final scope of the 

proposed improvements. As shown in the plans, a “Dynamic Envelop” is proposed which will clearly 

identify the railroad “danger zone” or, the clearance required for the train and its cargo overhang due to 

any combination of loading, lateral motion, or suspension failure. Pedestrian accommodations on the 

south side of Main Street will be upgraded and will closely resemble the recently constructed 

improvements on the north side of Main Street including curb, concrete sidewalk, stamped asphalt, 

pavement markings, and detectable warning surfaces (DWS). The sub-standard sidewalk on the north side 

of Main Street will also be upgraded in the same manner. Finally, a new crosswalk will be constructed 

between the Transit Center and the Train Station that will also serve as an extension of the Liberty Bell 

Trail. 
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ALL DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES
ARE INSTRUMENTS OF SERVICE IN RESPECT OF THE

PROJECT.  THEY ARE NOT INTENDED OR REPRESENTED
TO BE SUITABLE FOR REUSE BY OWNER OR OTHERS ON
THE EXTENSIONS OF THE PROJECT OR ON ANY OTHER

PROJECT.  ANY REUSE WITHOUT WRITTEN VERIFICATION
OR ADAPTATION BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES FOR THE
SPECIFIC PURPOSE INTENDED WILL BE AT OWNERS

SOLE RISK AND WITHOUT LIABILITY OR LEGAL
EXPOSURE TO PENNONI ASSOCIATES; AND OWNER
SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS PENNONI

ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
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SPECIFIC PURPOSE INTENDED WILL BE AT OWNERS

SOLE RISK AND WITHOUT LIABILITY OR LEGAL
EXPOSURE TO PENNONI ASSOCIATES; AND OWNER
SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS PENNONI

ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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PROJECT.  THEY ARE NOT INTENDED OR REPRESENTED
TO BE SUITABLE FOR REUSE BY OWNER OR OTHERS ON
THE EXTENSIONS OF THE PROJECT OR ON ANY OTHER

PROJECT.  ANY REUSE WITHOUT WRITTEN VERIFICATION
OR ADAPTATION BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES FOR THE
SPECIFIC PURPOSE INTENDED WILL BE AT OWNERS

SOLE RISK AND WITHOUT LIABILITY OR LEGAL
EXPOSURE TO PENNONI ASSOCIATES; AND OWNER
SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS PENNONI

ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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PROJECT.  ANY REUSE WITHOUT WRITTEN VERIFICATION
OR ADAPTATION BY PENNONI ASSOCIATES FOR THE
SPECIFIC PURPOSE INTENDED WILL BE AT OWNERS

SOLE RISK AND WITHOUT LIABILITY OR LEGAL
EXPOSURE TO PENNONI ASSOCIATES; AND OWNER
SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS PENNONI

ASSOCIATES FROM ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES AND
EXPENSES ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING THEREFROM.
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Name and Address of Permittee:
Borough of Lansdale
One Vine Street
Lansdale, PA 19446

County: Montgomery

County Contact No.: (610) 275-1409

Issuing District Office: 6-0

District Contact No.: (610) 205-6790

Municipalities: Lansdale Borough

Issue Date: 8/17/2022

Expiration Date: 8/17/2023

Application No.: 246171

Account No.:

 Permit Fee: $ 0.00

Immediately upon completion of the work Permittee shall notify the permit office where application was made. Subject to all the conditions,

agreements, restrictions, and regulations prescribed by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, (see in particular 67 Pa. Code,

Chapter 212, 441 and 459 and State Highway Law, 36 P.S. Section 670 - 411, 420 and 421 ) and subject to the plans, special conditions, or

restrictions herein set forth or attached hereto. This permit shall be located at the work site and shall be available for inspection by any

police officer or Department representative.

Location and Description of Work Permit No.: 06112281

1 of 1 State Route #: 0063
Segment(s): From 0282 To 0292
Offset(s): From 1377 To 0131

171: Perform Roadway Improvement

Permit Conditions Permit No.: 06112281

1 of 9 CONTRACTOR MUST CONTACT PENNDOT'S DISTRICT PRESS OFFICE VIA EMAIL: RA-
PDD6PRESS@PA.GOV AT LEAST 5 WORK DAYS PRIOR TO ANY LANE CLOSURE AND 10
WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO ANY FULL LANE CLOSURE(S).

2 of 9 DEPARTMENT MUST BE NOTIFIED IN WRITING TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE OF PRE-
CONSTRUCTION MEETING, FOR COORDINATION CONTACT GUS FIOCCA ASSISTANT
DISTRICT PERMITS MANAGER AT 610-205-6796 OR GFIOCCA@PA.GOV. - 7000 GEERDES
BOULEVARD KING OF PRUSSIA, PA 19406-1525

3 of 9 NOTIFY THE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT CENTER AT 610-205-6934  PRIOR TO SETTING UP
ANY LANE CLOSURES OR RESTRICTIONS, AND WHEN THE CLOSURE/RESTRICTION IS
REMOVED.

4 of 9 CONTACT COUNTY PERMIT INSPECTOR AT LEAST 3 WORK DAYS PRIOR TO START OF
WORK AT 610-275-1409.

5 of 9 RESTORATION SECURITY SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT AT LEAST 30
DAYS PRIOR TO START OF WORK.  NO WORK MAY BE PERFORMED UNTIL SECURITY IS
APPROVED.

6 of 9 AN INSPECTOR, WHEN AVAILABLE, WILL BE ASSIGNED ON MORE THAN A SPOT
INSPECTION BASIS. PERMITTEE WILL BE CHARGED ALL INSPECTION COSTS INCURRED
BY THE DEPARTMENT.

7 of 9 NO LANES MAY BE RESTRICTED BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 6:00 AM TO 9:00 AM OR
BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 3:00 PM TO 6:00 PM.

8 of 9 ALL WORK MUST COMPLY WITH THE GUIDANCE FOR BUSINESSES IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY PERMITTED TO OPERATE DURING THE COVID-19 DISASTER
EMERGENCY.

9 of 9 PRIOR TO THE START OF WORK, THE CONTRACTOR IS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE THE
DEPARTMENT WITH THE NAME OF THE PANDEMIC SAFETY OFFICER.
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Acknowledgement of Completion

Permit work has been completed:

Date:

By:

Yassmin Gramian, P.E.
¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

Secretary of Transportation

Louis Belmonte, P.E.
¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯

District Executive
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