BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application of Quentin Water Company

:

A-2022-3035731
For the approval of the Abandonment and

:

Transfer of Water Services to customers in West 
:

Cornwall Township, Lebanon County, 

:

Pennsylvania to West Cornwall 


:

Township Authority




:


PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER

A telephonic prehearing conference has been scheduled in the above-captioned case for November 16, 2022, at 2:00 p.m.  The call-in information is as follows:

Toll-free Conference Number:
866.953.0992

Passcode Participant Number:
21268703
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That parties shall review the regulation pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.222 and 5.224, and be prepared to discuss the schedule, possibilities for settlement, discovery issues, issues relating to the hearings that will be held, service among parties and all other procedural issues relevant to this proceeding.  In addition, note subsection (d), which provides, in part:

(d)
Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  52 Pa.Code § 5.222.  

2. That parties consider and be prepared to address the following matters at the prehearing conference:

(a) Protest of OCA filed 10/31/2022
(b) Other matters that may aid in the orderly conduct and disposition of the proceeding and the furtherance of justice, including but not limited to the following:

(1) Simplification of the issues;
(2) The obtaining of admissions as to, or stipulations of, facts not in dispute or the authenticity of documents which may shorten the hearing;

(3) Limitations to the number of witnesses and of time and scope for direct and cross-examinations; and

(4) The need for a protective order.
3. That the parties should meet prior to the prehearing conference to discuss a discovery schedule, if necessary, and potential hearing dates and briefing schedules. I am unavailable February 2-10, 2023.  The parties are to forward a proposed schedule to me no later than noon, November 15, 2022. 


4. That parties must directly serve the presiding officer electronically with any document you file in this proceeding at dheep@pa.gov in pdf and Word.  If you send any document or correspondence, you must send a copy to all other parties in the case.  The current service list is attached to this order.  The contact information for the presiding officer is:

Administrative Law Judge Darlene Heep

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

Office of Administrative Law Judge

801 Market Street, Suite 4063

Philadelphia, PA  19107

Telephone:  215-560-2105

Fax:  215-560-3133
Legal Assistant: Shalea Delvillar, sdelvillar@pa.gov 

5. That pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21-1.23, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted pro hac vice, represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, joint venture, other business organization, trust, trustee, legal representative, receiver, agency, governmental entity, municipality or other political subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or admitted pro hac vice represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall ensure that their appearance is entered in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).  

6. That the parties are directed to cooperate and exchange information, either on an informal or formal basis.  In addition, the parties are urged to use alternative means of discovery such as discovery conferences or depositions.  All discovery requests should be as narrowly tailored as possible and parties should coordinate their discovery if possible; responses are due on a best-efforts basis.  The parties are expected to resolve discovery issues among themselves; motions to compel should be filed only after such efforts have failed.  If the objections are not resolved, counsel will alert the presiding officers by e-mail of the need for a ruling, and a conference call will be scheduled.  The presiding officers will make a ruling over the telephone and not reduce it to writing unless requested to do so.  There are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.361, 5.371-5.372.

7. That the parties shall stipulate to any matters they reasonably can to expedite this proceeding, lessen the burden of time and expense in litigation on all parties and conserve precious administrative hearing resources.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.232 and 5.234.  All stipulations entered into by the parties shall be reduced to writing, signed by the parties to be bound thereby, and moved into the record during the hearings in this case.  An exception to this requirement may occur when circumstances warrant.  If so, an oral presentation of a stipulation is permissible, if it is followed by a reduction to writing as herein directed.

8. That the parties are to confer among themselves in an attempt to resolve all or some of the issues associated with this Application.  The parties are reminded it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231(a).  
9. That absent a continuance for good cause, all parties must be prepared to participate in the scheduled prehearing conference.  Failure of a party to participate in the conference, after being served with notice of the date, time and location thereof, without good cause shown, shall constitute a waiver of all objections to the agreements reached, and an order or ruling with respect thereto.

Date:  November 7, 2022





/s/










Darlene D. Heep








Administrative Law Judge 
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WILLIAM MATTHEWS 

QUENTIN WATER COMPANY
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LEBANON PA  17042
717.926.6208
quentinwatercompany@gmail.com
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