BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Diane Fiske						:
							:		
         v.							:	Docket # C-2022-3035330	
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works		:



INTERIM ORDER DENYING COMPLAINANT’S
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

By Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice dated October 11, 2022, a call-in telephonic hearing was scheduled in this matter for December 20, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.

On October 15, 2022, the Complainant, Diane Fiske, requested a continuance and  an in-person hearing rather than a telephonic hearing.  

On October 20, 2022, Ms. Christlieb responded to the request, indicating that PGW had no objection to the request.

Ms. Fiske’s request was granted and on October 27, 2022, a Rescheduled Initial Hearing Change Notice was issued to the parties indicating that the Hearing had been rescheduled as an in-person hearing to be held on January 4, 2023 at 10:00 A.M.

On December 30, 2022, Ms. Fisk contacted counsel to PGW and advised that she had tested positive for COVID and requested a further continuance of the January 4, 2023 hearing.  As in the case of her first request for continuance, this request by Ms. Fisk failed to follow the procedure for requesting a continuance set out in the Hearing Notices and the Prehearing Order dated October 13, 2022 issued in this matter.  Counsel for PGW forwarded Ms. Fisk’s request to my office, together with PGW’s response to the request.  Counsel to PGW indicated that: “For the safety of myself and my witness, I ask that the hearing be converted to a telephonic hearing and proceed as scheduled on January 4, 2023.”

Counsel for PGW’s objection to the granting of a continuance is based upon  a valid health and safety concern and would allow the hearing to proceed without further delay.  It is precisely due to the COVID pandemic and a desire to protect the health and safety of all participants that Commission hearings were held exclusively via telephone for over a year.  Although the Commission recently allowed the resumption of in-person hearings, few such hearings have been conducted and they have been conducted only with the agreement of all parties.  I also note that the rights of all parties are fully protected in a telephonic hearing and conduct of the hearing on January 4, 2023 would avoid further delay in the resolution of this matter. 

In light of PGW’s objection to the continuance request, I find that Ms. Fisk has not established good cause justifying a further continuance of the January 4, 2023 hearing.  In no way will the denial of Ms. Fiske’s request for a continuance impair or impede her opportunity to fully participate in the hearing.  The hearing will be conducted as scheduled on January 4, 2023 via telephone.


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Complainant’s request for continuance of the scheduled hearing is denied; 

2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for January 4, 2023 in the matter of  Diane Fiske v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. C-2022-3035330 will proceed as scheduled; however, it will be held as a telephonic hearing; 

3. That the parties are reminded that Commission policy encourages settlement and that they should continue to communicate with each other in an attempt to resolve their dispute; and

4. That all other provisions in my October 13, 2022 Prehearing Order remain in effect.  


Date:	December  30, 2022						/s/			
							Arlene Ashton
							Administrative Law Judge
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