BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Christina Fynes 					:
							:		
	v.						:		C-2022-3035452
							:
PECO Energy Company-Electric			:

						
Christina Fynes					:		
							:		
	v.						:		C-2022-3035459
							:
PECO Energy Company-Gas				:



INTERIM ORDER GRANTING
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

On September 20, 2022, Christina Fynes filed a formal complaint (Electric Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PECO Energy Company (PECO), docket number C-2022-3035452.  In her complaint, Ms. Fynes averred that PECO was threatening to shut off or had already shut off her service and requested a payment agreement.  The Electric Complaint was assigned Docket # C-2022-3035452 and was served on PECO by the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau on September 20, 2022.

On October 10, 2022, PECO filed an answer and new matter (Electric Answer) in response to Ms. Fyne’s Electric Complaint.  In its Electric Answer, PECO denied all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Electric Complaint.  PECO further averred that: (1) pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §1406, it has the right to terminate Ms. Fynes service due to the delinquent balance on her account; and (2) under 66 Pa. C.S. §1406(c), Ms. Fynes is not entitled to a PUC ordered payment agreement because the entire outstanding balance on her account is comprised entirely of arrears accrued under PECO’s Customer Assistance Program (CAP).  In its new matter, PECO averred that the Commission lacks jurisdiction to grant the relief requested by Ms. Fynes and that the Electric Complaint be dismissed.  

On September 20, 2022, Christina Fynes filed a formal complaint (Gas Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PECO Energy Company (PECO), docket number C-2022-3035459.  In her complaint, Ms. Fynes averred that PECO was threatening to shut off or had already shut off her service and requested a payment agreement.  The Gas Complaint was assigned Docket # C-2022-3035459 and was served on PECO by the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau on September 20, 2022.

On October 10, 2022, PECO filed an answer and new matter (Gas Answer) in response to Ms. Fyne’s Electric Complaint.  In its Gas Answer, PECO denied all material allegations of fact and conclusions of law in the Gas Complaint.  PECO further averred that: (1) pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §1406, it has the right to terminate Ms. Fynes Service due to the delinquent balance on her account; and (2) under 66 Pa. C.S. §1406(c), Ms. Fynes is not entitled to a PUC ordered payment agreement because the entire outstanding balance on her account is comprised entirely of arrears accrued under PECO’s CAP.  In its new matter, PECO averred that the Commission lacks jurisdiction to grant the relief requested by Ms. Fynes and that the Gas Complaint be dismissed.  

On October 10, 2022, PECO filed a Motion to Consolidate at Docket # C-2022-3035452 and at Docket # C-2022-3035459 (individually and collectively, Motion to Consolidate).  PECO’s Motions to Consolidate at Docket # C-2022-3035452 and at Docket # C-2022-3035459 were granted By Order dated January 18, 2023.

On November 17, 2022, a hearing notice was issued establishing an initial telephonic hearing for Docket # C-2022-3035452 and Docket # C-2022-3035459 for Thursday, January 19, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the presiding officer.  In anticipation of that hearing, a prehearing order was also issued on November 17, 2022, setting forth hearing information and the rules that would govern that proceeding.  
The hearing was convened as scheduled on Thursday, January 19, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.   The Complainant, counsel for PECO and a witness for PECO were present and participated in the hearing.  During the course of the hearing, the parties jointly requested a two-week continuance to allow the parties to pursue settlement discussions and negotiations.  
Section 5.483 of the Commission’s regulations provides presiding officers with the authority to regulate the course of proceedings.  52 Pa.Code § 5.483(a).  Furthermore, Commission policy strongly encourages settlement.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).   

Upon review of the parties’ joint request, I find that they have established good cause justifying a two-week continuance of the January 19, 2023, hearing.  Therefore, the Respondent’s motion for continuance will be granted.  

At the hearing, the parties indicated that they are available for an evidentiary hearing on Thursday, February 2, 2023, at 1:00 p.m.  An evidentiary hearing will be scheduled for Thursday, February 2, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. to resolve this matter should the parties fail to reach an agreement settling their dispute prior to that date.

Ms. Fynes and PECO are encouraged to discuss the potential resolution of their dispute to alleviate the need for a hearing to address the Electric Complaint and the Gas Complaint.  To the extent that the parties are successful in resolving the matter, I ask the parties to keep me apprised. 



ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That good cause exists for the hearing in Christina Fynes v. PECO Energy Company at Docket # C-2022-3035452 and Christina Fynes v. PECO Energy Company at Docket # C-2022-3035459 scheduled for January 19, 2023, to be continued.

2. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter for a hearing on Thursday, February 2, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. and notify the parties in writing.

3. That the parties must call the following toll-free number and enter the following PIN to participate in the hearing: 

Toll-free Bridge Number:  877.989.3761
PIN Number:  25585319

4. That the provisions of the Prehearing Order dated November 17, 2022 issued in this matter remain in effect.

5. That the parties are encouraged to engage in settlement discussions to resolve all outstanding matters. 

6. That the parties are requested to please provide an update if any progress is made with settlement discussions prior to the next hearing. 


Date:	January 19, 2023			/s/			
			Arlene Ashton
							Administrative Law Judge
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