BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Jeffrey Smiles						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2021-3026268
							:
PPL  Electric Utilities	:



STAY ORDER

[bookmark: _Hlk54341881]		By Order entered November 4, 2020, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) ordered that any formal complaint filed with the Commission on or after November 4, 2020, challenging an electric distribution company’s deployment of smart meter technology as being in violation of Section 1501 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 1501, is to be stayed until the Commission takes further action to lift the stay.  See, Smart Meter Procurement and Installation, Docket No. M-2009-2092655 (Order entered November 4, 2020)  for the full Order, which is attached. (November 2020 Order).

		On May 24, 2021, Jeffrey W. Smiles (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent or Company).   The reason for the Complaint specified on the complaint form includes a statement at page 4 of the Complaint advising “This complaint is based on New Matter and recent court decisions that impact PPL’s aggressive and recalcitrant behavior toward private homeowners and their right to decline the installation of a wireless smart meter.”  As to the requested relief, Complainant requested that PPL continue measuring electric use with current electromechanical analog meter or by replacing it, if necessary, with an analog meter of similar design, build and operation.  Complainant also seeks the imposition of a fine or penalty for an alleged violation of the Commission emergency order filed at M-2020-3019244. 

On June 28, 2021, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter to the Complaint, essentially denying the material allegations set forth in the Complaint.  On June 28, 2021, Respondent also filed Preliminary Objections to the Complaint.    

		On July 22, 2021, a Motions Judge Assignment Notice was issued assigning the Preliminary Motions to the undersigned presiding officer for disposition.

		On or about  July 28, 2021, Complainant requested, by email to the Commission Secretary, an extension of time in order to reply to the Preliminary Objection and respond to the Answer and New Matter filed by Respondent.  On July 28, 2021, my office provided the Parties with an email asking Respondent to advise if it had an objection to the extension request.  Counsel for Respondent provided an email response on the same date advising that Respondent did not oppose a 14-day extension for Mr. Smiles’ Answer to the Company’s Preliminary Objections.

The Parties were reminded to file all pleadings with the Commission Secretary and to serve copies of the filings upon all Parties and the undersigned presiding officer pursuant to the provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and Commission regulations, for the pleadings or request for relief to be considered.

[bookmark: _Hlk78452056]		On July 29, 2021,  an interim order was entered granting Complainant’s request for an extension of time to file a response to the Preliminary Objections, Answer and New Matter filed by Respondent, and to serve copies of the responsive pleading to counsel for Respondent and the undersigned presiding officer, no later than August 13, 2021.  In addition, the Parties were reminded to file all pleadings with the Commission Secretary and to serve copies of the filings upon all Parties and the undersigned presiding officer pursuant to the provisions of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code and Commission regulations, for the pleadings or request for relief to be considered.

On or about August 8, 2021, Complainant filed his Reply to PPL’s Answer and New Matter.  A certificate of Service was attached to the pleading but does not certify that a copy was provide to the undersigned presiding officer. 

		Upon obtaining and reviewing  a copy of the pleadings filed in this proceeding, including filings by both parties i.e., the Complaint, the Answer and New Matter, Preliminary Objections, and the Reply, it appears at this time that this case involves a dispute concerning the installation of a smart meter among other issues.  Accordingly, the Commission’s November 2020 Order is applicable to this matter.  

		THEREFORE, pursuant to the Commission’s November 2020 Order, the proceeding in this case is hereby STAYED until further direction by the Commission.  Parties will be notified when the stay is lifted.

		In addition, pursuant to the Commission’s November 2020 Order, the “electric distribution companies may not terminate electric service to any customer who has a pending proceeding before the Commission challenging an electric distribution company’s deployment of smart meter technology as being in violation of Section 1501 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. 
§ 1501, due to the customer’s refusal to allow the utility access to their meter for purposes of 
replacement pending a final Commission Order on that proceeding.”


Date:  January 23, 2023							/s/		
								Jeffrey A. Watson
								Administrative Law Judge
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