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January 30, 2023 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor North 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265

Re: PA PUC v. National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation 
Docket No. R-2022-3035730 

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

Attached for filing are Proofs of Publication evidencing that notice of the public input hearings in 
the above-captioned proceeding were published in certain newspapers of general circulation 
throughout National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation’s (“National Fuel”) service territory on the 
dates indicated on the proofs.  National Fuel is awaiting further proofs of publication from other 
newspapers where the notices of the public input hearings were published.  The remaining proofs 
of publication will be e-filed with your office upon receipt.  Copies of this letter will be provided 
as indicated on the Certificate of Service. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our office. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Garrett P. Lent 
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cc: The Honorable Mary D. Long  
Certificate of Service 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served upon the following 
persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 
(relating to service by a participant).   

VIA E-MAIL 

Steven C. Gray, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 1st Floor 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
sgray@pa.gov

Aron J. Beatty, Esquire 
Mackenzie C. Battle, Esquire 
Lauren E. Guerra, Esquire 
Andrew J. Zerby, Esquire 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
Forum Place, 5th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA  17101-1923 
OCANFG2022BRC@paoca.org

Scott B. Granger, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement  
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor West 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3265 
sgranger@pa.gov

Kevin C. Higgins 
Energy Strategies 
111 East Broadway, Suite 1200 
Salt Lake City, UT  84111 
khiggins@energystrat.com 
Consultant for OSBA

Lauren N. Berman, Esquire 
John W. Sweet, Esquire 
Ria M. Pereira, Esquire 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA  17101 
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 

Joseph L. Vullo, Esquire 
1460 Wyoming Avenue 
Forty Fort, PA  18704 
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com
Counsel for Intervenor PA Weatherization 
Providers Task Force, Inc.  

Date: January 30, 2023 _______________________________________ 
Garrett P. Lent 
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US safety agency to 
consider ban on gas stoves
By An Natter____________
BtoantogNws(IKS)

A federal agency 6ays a 
ban on gas stoves is on the 
table amid rising concern 
about harmful indoor air 
pollutants emitted by the 
appliances.

The UJS. Consumer 
Product Safety Commis­
sion plans to take act km 
to address (he pollution, 
which can came health 
and respiratory problems.

“This is a hidden liaz- 
ard," Richard Trumka Jr., 
an agency commission­
er, said in an interview. 
“Any option is cm the ta­
ble. Products that can't be 
made safe can be banned*

Natural gas stoves, 
which are used in about 
40% of homes in the U.S., 
emit air pollutants such 
as nitrogen dioxide, car­
bon monoxide and fine 
particulate matter at lev­
els Hie EPA and World 
Health Organization 
have 6aid are unsafe and 
linked to respiratory ill­
ness, cardiovascular prob­
lems, cancer, and other 
health conditions, accord­
ing to reports by groups 
such as the Institute for 
Policy Integrity and the 
American Chemical So­
ciety. Consumer Reports, 
in October, urged consum­
ers planning to buy a new 
range to consider going 
electric after tests con­
ducted by ilia group found 
high levels of nitrogen ox­
ide gases from gas stoves.

New peer-reviewed 
research published last 
month in the Interna­
tional Journal of Envi­
ronmental Research and 
Public Health found that 
mare than 12% of current 
childhoc»d asthma cases in 
the U.S. can be attributed 
to gas stove use.

“There is about 60 
years of liealth studies 
showing that gas stoves 
are bad for our health, 
and the strongest evi­
dence is on children and 
children’s asthma,* said 
Brady Seals, a manager 
in the carbon-free build­
ings program at the non­
profit dean energy group 
RMI and a co-author of 
the study. “By having a 
gas connection, we are 
polluting the insides of 
our homes*

Tim Bethesda, Mary­
land-based Consumer 
Product Safety Commis­
sion, which has a staff of 
roughly 509, plans to open 
public comment an haz­
ards posed by gas staves 
later this winter. Besides 
barring the manufacture 
or impart of gas stoves, op­
tions include setting stan­
dards an emissions from 
the appliances, Trumka

said.
Lawmakers have 

weighed in, asking the 
commission to consider 
requiring warning la­
bels, range hoods ajid 
performance standards. 
In a letter to the agency 
in December, lawmakers 
including Senator Cory 
Booker of New Jersey and 
Representative Don Beyer 
of Virginia, both Demo­
crats, urged action and 
called gas-stove emissions 
a “cumulative burden* on 
Blade, Latino and low-in­
come houseludds that 
disproportionately experi­
ence air pollution.

Parallel efforts by st ate 
and local policymakers 
are targeting the use of 
natural gas in buildings 
mare broadly, in a push to 
reduce climate-warming 
emissions (such as from 
methane) that exacerbate 
dimate change. Nearly 
100 cities and counties 
luive adopted policies tliat 
require or encourage a 
move away from fossil fuel 
powered buildings. Tlve 
New’ York City Council 
voted in 2021 to ban nat­
ural gas hookups In new 
buildings smaller tlian 
seven stories by the end 
of this year. The Califor­
nia Air Resources Board 
unanimously voted in 
September to ban the sale 
of natural gas-fired fur­
naces and water heaters 
by2030.

Consumers who want 
to switch from gas to elec­
tric ranges could get some 
help from the massive cli­
mate spending bill signed 
into law in August. The 
Inflation Reduidon Act 
includes rebates of up to 
$840 for the purdiase of 
new electric ranges as 
part of some $4.6 billion 
in funding to help low- 
and moderate-income 
housdiolds electrify their 
homes.

The Association of 
Home Appliance Manufac­
turers, which represents 
gas range manufacturers 
such as Whirlpool Carp., 
says that cooking produc­
es emissions and harm- 
fill byproducts no matter 
wliat kind of stove is used.

"Ventflatk&i is real­
ly where this discussion 
should be, rather than 
baiuiing one particular 
type of technology* said 
Jill Notini, a vice presi­
dent with the Washing- 
ton-based trade group. 
“Banning one type of a 
cocking appliance is not 
going to address the con­
cerns about overall indoor 
air quality. We may need 
some behavior change, we 
may need [people] to turn 
cm tlieir hoods wlien cook­
ing."

Newly discovered 

comet may be visible 

to naked eye this month
By Richard Tribou

OfiifldoSifitftdITNS)

ORLANDO, Fla. — A 
cornet discovered in 2022 
tliat has not beat in the 
neighborhood for 50,000 
years could get baked 
enough by the sun Uiis 
week as it approaches its 
closest path by the Earth 
to be seen by the naked eye 
this month.

The ball of ice known 
as Comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF) 
will make its closest ap­
proach to the sun on Tluirs- 
day, but is already visible in 
tlie Northern Honispliere 
in the predawn skies with 
the use of a telescope or 
binoculars, according to 
NASA.

As comets get closer to 
tlie sun, their dust tails 
can grow larger and bright­
er in tlie sky. Tlie conet, 
which lias a bright green 
core with a short, broad 
dust tail and laig im tad, 
was captured by astronomy 
photographer Dan Bartlett 
in December. It will come 
within about 100 mfllkni 
miles of the sun, according 
to in-lhe-sky.org.

It was first discovered 
in March 2022 by astron­
omers using tlie wide- 
field survey camera at the 
Zwicky Transient Facility

at the Palomar Observato­
ry in Cal ifcmiia. At the tim e 
it was already inside the 
mbit rf Jupiter, according 
to NASA. It will make its 
closest approach to Earth 
an Feb. 2, with its brigldest 
presence, passing by just 
over 26 million miles away.

“Comets are notoriously 
unpredictable, but if this 
one continues its current 
trend in brightness, it’ll be 
easy to spot with binocu­
lars, and it’s just possible 
it could become visible to 
the unaided eye under dark 
skies,’ according to Preston 
Dyches with NASA!a Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory,

Visilality could improve 
further from mid- to late 
January with the diminish­
ing new moon on Jan. 21. 
Look to tlie nortlnvest as 
it moves through tlie con­
stellations of the Big Dip­
per and little Dipper. This 
week, it could lie located 
about halfway between tlie 
two bright night sky stars 
of Arctuna and Vega.

The comet’s visibility 
wQl switch to the Soutliem 
Hemisphere in early Febru­
ary.

JPL calculates the com­
et has not been Uiis close 
to Earth for 60,000 years, 
which was in the middle of 
the last ice age.

Why are eggs still so expensive?

Brandon Bett/Getly Images North Ametlca/nis
Cartons of eggs are seen for sale In a Kroger grocery store on Aug. 15, 
2022, in Houston, Texas. Egg prices steadily dimb in the U.S. as inflation 
continues impacting grocery stores nationwide.

ByErinBooke___________________
TheDsilis M-ifniig Near (INS)

Egg prices jumped 49% in 2022 
ilirough November, according to 
data from the Bureau ctf Labor Sta­
tistics, ami costs are expected to re­
main high through the first quarter 
of 2023, CNN and CNBC repot.

Tits average cost of a dozen large. 
Grade A eggs more than doubled to 
$3.69 in November 2022 from $1.72 
in November 2021, according to 
B123 data.

‘Prices have been escalating for 
nine consecutive weeks ... setting 
new record highs on a daily basis 
since the week of Thanksgiving," 
Karyn Rispoli, editor of the Egg 
Price Current, told CNN.

Prices of eggs hare gone up since 
early 2022 due to the impact of avi­
an flu, which decreased the supply 
of egg-laying hens throughout tits 
year. But CNN reports that the 
situation has been exacerbated by 
higher energy and feed costs, in 
addition to high consumer demand 
in the later part of the year due to 
holiday baking habits as well as 
consumers fcargoing higher-cost pro­
teins like beef.

Avian influenza, or bird flu, is 
caused by on influenza typo A virus 
that can infect birds like turkeys, 
chkken3, ducks and geese, among

others, the Dallas Morning News’ 
Sarah Bahari reported in Septem­
ber 2022. The higlily pathogenic vi­
rus is often fatal for birds, but rare­
ly affects humans.

More tlian 67 million birds across 
49 states have been affected by this 
year's flu outbreak, according to the 
Centers far Disease Control and 
Prevention. The disease has pri­
marily affected “layers" — chickens

raised far eggs — but not “broilers" 
— diickens raised for meat, which 
is why poultry prices haven’t been 
affected as strongly, NPR reported.

Experts told CNBC that elevat­
ed egg prices could last into the 
first quarter of 2023, but that price 
pressures appear to he easing along 
with seasonal demand. However, 
any additional outbreaks of hird flu 
could disrupt this trend.

Nurses go on strike at 2 big New York City hospitals
By JENNIFER PELTZ
Ass*filed Press

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Nurses at two of New York 
City's largest hospitals 
went on strike Monday in a 
dispute over pay and staff­
ing levels after a weekend 
d negotiations did not pro- 
dice a deal for a new con­
tract.

The walkout involves 
as many as 3,600 nurs­
es at Montefiore Medkal 
Center in the Bronx and 
about 3 ,600 at Mount Sina i 
Hospital in Manhattan. 
Patiaits are likely to see 
disxuptkns in care such as 
emergency room visits and 
diQdtirth.

Tlie New Ytrk Stale 
Nurses Association, which 
represents the waiters, 
said U was being farced into 
tlie drastic step because <£ 
dumb understaffing that 
leaves them caring far too 
manypatients.

Hundreds <£ striking 
nurses dianted, waved 
signs and sang tlie chorus 
from Twisted Sister’s 1981 
hit “We’re Not Gonna Take 
IfonMonday morning out­
side Mount Sinai mi Man­

hattan's Upper East Side.
"We were heroes only 

two years ago," said War­
ren Urquhart, a nurse in 
transplant and onedo- 
gy units, referring to the 
height of the COVID-19 
crisis. “We was ai tlie front 
lines of the city when ev- 
erytiung came to a stop. 
And now we need to come 
to a st op so they can under­
stand hew much we mean 
to this hospital and to the 
patients."

Nurse practitioner Ju­
liet Escalansaid, * We were 
so-called heroes — and 
now, Uiis U how you treat 
tie iieroes?’

The union said in a 
statement late Sunday, 
“Nurses don’t ward to 
strike. Bosses have pushed 
us to strike by refusing 
to seriously consider our 
proposals to address the 
desperate crisis of unsafe 
staffing that harms our pa­
tients."

Mcnteficre officials said 
in a statement Monday, 
“We remain couinitted to 
seamless and compassion­
ate care, recognizing that 
tie union leadership^ de­
rision will spark fear and

uncertainty across our 
community*

Mount .Sinai officials 
said Mmday, “Our first 
priority is tlie safety of our 
patiaits. We're prepared to 
minimize disruption, and 
we encourage Mount Sinai 
nurses to caitinue provid­
ing tie world-class care 
UieyYe known fer, in spite 
of NYSNAfe strike."

Tlie hospitals planned 
to assign managers and 
others net represented 
by the union to cover the 
shifts of striking woikers.

Mantefiare and Mount 
Sinai liad been getting 
ready far a walkout by 
transferring patients, di­
verting ambulances to oth­
er institutions, postpaiing 
nonemergency medical 
procedures and arranging 
far temporary staffing.

Gov. Kathy Hod ml 
urged tiie union and the 
hospitals late Sunday to 
take their dispute to bind­
ing arbitration.

Montefiore’s admin­
istration had said it was 
willing to let an arbitrator 
settle tim contra* ‘as a 
means to reaching an equi­
table outcome.’

Tlie union did not im­
mediately accept the pro­
posal. In a statement, it 
said Hochul, a Democrat, 
‘fehould listen to the front­
line COV1D nurse leroes 
and respect air federal­
ly-protected labor and col­
lective bargaining rights* 

Montefiore and Mount 
Sinai are the last c£ a 
group of hospitals with 
contracts with the union 
that expired simultaneous­
ly. Hie Nurses Association 
had initially warned that it 
would strike at all of tiiem 
at the same time — a po­
tential calamity even in a 
city with as many hospitals 
as New York.

But one by ate, tlie oth­
er hospitals struck agree­
ments with the union as 
the deadline approached 

Nurses at NewYo- 
rk-Prashyterian Hospital 
ratified a deal Saturday 
tliat will give them rais­
es of 7%, 6%, and 6% war 
the next three yeara while 
also increasing staffing 
levels. Tliat deal, which 
covers 4,000 nurses, lias 
been seen as a template for 
tlie negotiatkns with oilier 
liesphal systems.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate In the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number fisted below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when Instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify atone of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 n.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To prereoister bv email please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Danieia Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (l)your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
(he phone number you will be using to call info the public input hearing, and (4) ifyou require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To preredster bv phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(l)your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we rued to contact you, (5) your email address, ifyou have one, end (6) ifyou require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

Ifyou need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

Ifyou do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input bearings), please contact Judge Long's 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
want to listen to so we esnensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

Ifyou intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibits) to 
Judge Long at maloog@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all Individuals listed iu the "full-service list” in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:maloog@pa.gov
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DuBois man accused of trying to 
escape from jail waives hearing
By Jeff Corrino__________

ne*g<5amfth«cof>a«pf«$.<«n

CLEARFIELD — 
Joshua Michael Frank- 
lin, 36, of DuBois, who is 
accused of trying to es­
cape from the Clearfield 
County Jail waived his 
right to a preliminary 
hearing before Magiste­
rial District Judge Mi­
chael Morris this week at 
Centralized Court.

Franklin is charged 
with escape — felony of 
the third degree and is 
being held in the Clear­
field County Jail without 
bail.

He was represented by 
attorney Jeffrey DuBois 
of DuBois. The common­
wealth was represented 
by First Assistant Dis­
trict Attorney Lcanno 
Nedza.

According to the affi­
davit of prolrable cause, 
cm Dec. 16, at 11:36 a.nt. 
Lawrence Township Po­
lice responded to the 
Clearfield County Jail for 
an attempted escape.

Jail staff told police 
that at approximately 
10 a.m. Franklin pre­
tended to be on the phono 
in tlie F-Block whena cor­
rections officer entered 
tlie block to retrieve an 
inmate. Tlie door did not 
lock behind the correc­
tions officer and Frank­
lin exited through mul­
tiple unlocked deers and 
went outside in an area 
near the medical trailer.

This area is surround­
ed by a chain link fence 
topped with concertina 
wire. Franklin attempt­
ed to climb the fence in 
an attempt to escape, but

fell and ait his arm on 
the fence.

Franklin then altered 
the trailer that housed 
the jail’s medical facili­
ty, which, was unlocked. 
A member of the medi­
cal staff asked Franklin 
what he was doing as his 
arm was bleeding and 
Franklin reportedly re­
plied he was stabbed.

The staff member then 
asked Franklin where 
his officer escort was and 
Franklin began franti­
cally looking around and 
ran deeper into the trail­
er.

He tlien exited tlie 
trailer and again tried 
climbing the fence.

The medical staff 
member called multiple 
times for assistance from 
corrections officers. A 
sergeant responded and

apprehended Franklin.
Staff at the jail told 

police the jail’s securi­
ty cameras do not show 
the portion of the fence 
Franklin tried to climb, 
but showed police blood 
that was located on the 
fence where Franklin cut 
his arm.

Franklin was being 
housed in CCJ after be­
ing unable to post bail in 
other pending cases, in­
cluding felony charges of 
Seeing or attempting to 
elude law enforcement, 
possession of a prohibit­
ed firearm, and misde­
meanor charges of theft, 
receiving stolen proper­
ty, use/possession of drug 
paraphernalia, reckless 
endangerment, flight to 
avoid apprehension, and 
numerous summary traf­
fic citations.

District Court — Punxsutawney
ByAlexNelton

PUNXSUTAWNEY — Magiste­
rial District Judge Jacqueline Miz- 
erock presided over the following 
preliminary hearings Jan. 11.

Dismissed
• Mitchell Hunter Oakes, 47, 

of Pikoville, Tennessee, who was 
charged with simple assault and 
harassment.

Withdrawn
• Bobbie Miller, 41, of Punxsut­

awney, who was charged w Hh fraud 
to obtain food stampsAissislanco.

• Tara Marie Bullock, 41, of 
Reynoldsville, who was charged 
with fraud to obtain food stamps/ 
assistance.

Waived for court
The following defendants waived 

their rights to preliminary hear­
ings. Their cases will be sent to the 
Jefferson County Court of Common 
Pleas for further disposition.

• Karen Ann Reed, 64, of Punx­

sutawney, who is charged with DUI: 
controlled substance -schedule one, 
DUI: controlled substance —metab­
olite, DUI: controlled substance - 
impaired ability, use/possession of 
drug paraphernalia, duties at stop 
sign, failure to notify of change in 
address, violating hazard regula­
tion, failure iokeep right, disregard 
of traffic lane, and careless driving. 
Her bail is set at $5,000 unsecured.

• Ashley Lee Shaffer, 33, ef 
Punxsutawney, who is charged with 
DUI: highest rate of alcoliol, DUI: 
general impairment, disregard 
traffic lone, violating hazard regu­
lation, failure to use seat belt, and 
careless driving. Her bail is set at 
$5,000 unsecured.

• Justin B. Himeisen, 34, of 
Broakville, who is charged with 
criminal trespass. Ho is currently 
being held in the Jefferson County 
Jail in lieu of $26,000 bail.

• Jennifer Stankowich, 44, of 
Punxsutawney, wlto is charged 
with DUI: controlled substance — 
impaired ability, DUI: controlled 
substance —schedule eras, DUI: con­
trolled substance -metabolite, and

careless driving. Her bail is set at 
$5,000 unsecured.

• Eric W. Painter, 45, of Punx- 
sutawney, who is charged with DUI: 
general impairment, DUI: highrato 
of alcoliol, driving an unregistered 
vehicle, and notice of change of 
name and address. His bail is set at 
$5,000 unsecured.

• John Charles Kerfoot, 65, of 
DuBois, who is charged with DUI: 
controlled substance -schedule one, 
DUI: controlled substance -sched­
ule two or three, DUI: controlled 
substance -metabolite, DU!: con­
trolled substance -impaired ability, 
failure toUBe seatbelt, and careless 
driving. His bail is set at $5,000, 
unsecured.

• Jennifer Lynne Buffington, 44, 
of Punxsutawney, wlio is charged 
with DUI: controlled substance - 
impaired ability, DUI: controlled 
substance -scliedulo one, DUI: con­
trolled sulstanco -scliedulo two or 
tliree, DUI: controlled substance — 
metabolite, driving while BAG .02 
or greater while license is suspend­
ed, and careless driving. His bail is 
set at $5,000 unsecured.

Shapiro taps ex-lawmakers, university officials for Cabinet

Attained Pres
HARRISBURG, Pa. 

(AP) — Two just-retired 
state lawmakers wifi lielp 
fill out the Cabinet of 
the incoming Democratic 
governor. Josh Shapiro, 
who also said Thursday 
that he will pluck a pair 
of nominees from the 
University of Pennsylva­
nia and Carnegie Mellon 
University who each lisld 
senior federal govern­
ment posts.

Farmer Republican 
Sen. Pat Browne of Le­
high County will lead the 
Department of Revenue 
and former Democrat­
ic Rep. Mike Carroll of 
Lackawanna County will 
lead the Department of 
Transportation, Shapiro 
said.

Browne, a certi­
fied public accountant, 
diaired tlie Senate Ap­
propriations Committee 
for the past eight yearB 
before he was defeated in 
last May’s primary elec­

tion. All told, Browne, 59, 
spent 26 years in the Leg­
islature.

Carroll, 60, served 16 
years in the state House, 
spending the last four as 
tlie minority chair of the

Transportation Commit­
tee. He chose not to run 
for reelection laBt year.

To head up the Depart- 
ment of Community and

See Shapiro, A4

Weedvilleman 
sentenced to state prison
By Jeff Corrino

ne*voan<syieteurt?faf'fejs.«m
CLEARFIELD — 

Ty Walker Halm, 27, of 
Weodville, wlio stran­
gled and assaulted a 
woman and chaBcd her 
through the woods, ac­
cepted a guilty plea and 
was sentenced to state 
prison Monday by Pres­
ident Judge Fredrie J. 
Ammormnn.

Halm pleaded guilty 
to strangulation — fel­
ony of the second de­
gree, terroristic threats 
— misdemeanor of the 
first degree, simple as­
sault — misdemeanor of 
Uie second degree and 
would serve a minimum 
of two years in state 
prison.

His attorney Jendi 
Schwab of the public 
defender’s office asked 
Am merman to set the 
maxinnun at five years. 
She said Halm is using 
this event as a turning 
point in his life and

hopefully won’t be in 
front of him again.

Ammerman accepted 
the plea and sentenced 
Hahn to serve a mini­
mum of two years and a 
maximum of five years 
in state prison. He was 
also ordered to have no 
contact with the victim 
and to undergo counsel­
ing as recommended by 
the probation depart­
ment.

And because this is 
a crime of domestic vi­
olence, Hahn is prohib­
ited from owning fire­
arms and is required to 
turn over all firearms 
and firearm licenses to 
the sheriff's department 
within 24 hours.

According to the affi­
davit of probable cause, 
on June 14, at 11p.m., 
DuBois-based state po­
lice were dispatched to 
Tyler Road in Huston 
Township for a domestic 
incident between a male

See Sentenced, A4
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Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will bold a public bearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an iucrcase inrates. Telephonic public input bearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when Instructed to do so, aiso listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 run, on 
Tuesday. January 17.2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
nof be able (o testify. Individuals wilt testify in (be order in which they preregister. You may preregistcr by 
email or by phone.

To nreredster bv email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Donicla Alban, at dalbau@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to cal! into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate iu the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To nrereglster bv phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last mime, (2) (he date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) (he phone 
mimberyou will be using to call into the public input hearing, (4) aplione number where you canbe reached 
prior to the hearing if we ueed to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have ouc, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the bearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. Jf you 
register too close to the hearing date, we raBy not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request on interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregisteriug to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals iu the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please coatnct Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
waut to listen to so we canensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input heariug, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Loug at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, Jnuimry 17,2023. layout email to Judge Long von must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list” in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exbibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in (be MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that docs 
uot meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who aredeaforhenriug-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

mailto:dalbau@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Bits 8c Pieces

Mengle Memorial Library 
Reader's Group to meet

BROCKWAY — The next meeting of the Mengle 
Memorial liferary Reader’s Group in Brockway is 
scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 19 at 1:16 p.m.

This montlily discussion group highlights the 
fiction and non-fiction titles read recently ty par­
ticipants. The group welcomes new members and is 
open to everyone. Call the library for more details 
at 265-8246.

Relay For Life DuBois 
sets monthly meeting

DuBOlS — Anyone interested in volunteering 
for the American Cancer Society’s Relay Far Life of 
DuBois is invited to attend their monthly meeting 
at 6 p.m. at the Best Western of DuBois. The meet­
ings are held every third Wednesday of the month.

Soul Platter Cafe announces 
menu for this weekend

DuBOIS — The Soul Platter Cafe is open for sit- 
down dining this Saturday, Jan. 21, from 11 a.m.- 
2 p.m. Take-out is also available.

The cafe, located at 26 E. Scribner Ave., DuBois, 
in the Garfield Mason Lodge building beside the 
Reitz Theater. Please use the front door or the side 
door ramp entrance. To take out, please call 814- 
603-2782 and leave name, number and pick-up time.

This weekends menu will offer several options:
• Entree: Paige's LaBagna, green beanB, bread 

sticks and homemade applesauce
• Sandwich: Deb’s Delicious Tuna Melt, served 

with chips and a pickle or a gourmet cheese panini. 
Ask about their soup and panini combo.

• Soup: Olive Garden’s Copy Cat pasta e fagioli 
served with bread sticks

• Dessert: Brooke's Caramel Pecan Cupcakes or 
ask about their pop-up dessert

The cafe features home cooked meals and offers 
suggested prices. It is a paywhat-you-can establish­
ment and is a mission of the First United Presbyte­
rian Church of DuBois.

Wooden nickels can be purchased to give to those 
in need of a meal. The nickel represents one menu 
item and is a great gift.

Special thanks to the Reynoldsvillo Knights of 
Columbus for their continuing donations of food 
items for the Red Food Box, the Soul Platter Cafe 
is very grateful.

Garfield Lodge to hold Civil 
War presentation

DuBOlS — The members of the Garfield Lodge 
invite the public to attend a presentation by Larry 
Fulton cm the Cold Harbor Civil War Battlefield at 
6 p.m. on Feb. 2 at the lodge social hall at 28 E. 
Scribner Ave., DuBois.

Reitz Theater announces 
cast for upcoming musical

DuBOlS — Director ChrU Taylor is pleased to 
announce the cast for the upcoming musical, 1 Love 
You, You're Perfect, Now Change, to be presented at 
The Reitz Theater Feb. 10-18.

The ensemble cast includes Tom Hibbert, Becky 
Sensor, Nate Horner, London Watt, Dave Martin, 
Misti Bruner, Chris Taylor, and Kristie Taylor, with 
musical direction by Joe Sensor and lighting design 
by David Schwab.

Told through a series of musical vignettes, the 
show is a hilarious, sometimes poignant, look at 
modern love from early dating through the senior 
citizen years. For more information and tickets for 
this perfect Valentine’s Day date, please visit reit- 
ztheater.com or Reitz Theater ofCRI on Facebook,

Troy Hess heads off to 
U.S. Air Force Basic Training

FRENCHV1LLE — 
Troy Hess of Frenchr 
ville, Clearfield County, 
shipped off to the U.S. 
Air Force Basic Military 
Training in San Anto­
nio, Texas, on Dec. 19, 
2022.

Hess will go through 
the 7.6 weeks of Air 
Force Basic Training, 
which is designed to 
challenge people both 
mentally and physically, 
learn the basics of Air 
Force life and condition 
them for the require­
ments needed to gradu­
ate.

As Hess continues to 
go through his training, 
ho has already gained 
college credits towards 
an Associates Degree 
in Criminal Justice and 
has received a guaran­
teed paycheck, which 
comes twice a month.

After Basic Training, 
Hess will he attending 
technical training for 
Security Forces, which 
are the ground combat 
force and military police 
service of the U.S. Air 
Force and U.S. Space 
Farce. An important 
part of protecting the

U.S. is ensuring the 
safety of the people, 
properly and resources 
on every Air Force base. 
As the largest career 
field in the Air Force, it’s 
the job of Security Forc­
es to protect, defend and 
fight. They are respon­
sible for missile securi­
ty, defending air bases 
around the globe, law 
enforcement on those 
bases, combat arms and 
handling military work­
ing dogs. It takes a com­
bination of mental and 
physical toughness.

Those interested in 
becoming an Airman 
can contact Sgt. Kevin 
Hollander in DuBois at 
814-691-3604.

DAHS to present "The Show Can't Go On, But It Must"

Submitted
The DuBois Area High School will present'The Show Can't Go On, But It Musb'by Michael Druce at 7 p.m. Jan. 19 
throu^t 21 at the DAHS Auditorium. Tickets will be sold at the door. Thecost is $5 for adults and $3 for students/ 
senior citizens. Shown, standing, are: DanlelleSmith.Madalyn Rhodes, Gage Pardee, Cam Rodgers, Nicole Weible, 
Colin McGrath-Lindmar, Madalynn Wilson, Julia Wirths, Molly Sensor; row two: RidcyHoare, Caroline Badger, Si* 
eiraRaab, Devan Bell, Aubrey Ottjerimiah MondlMidiaela Albers, Andy Hewitt; front row: Katefyn Gardner, Lily 
Puckey, Rytan Himes, Wayne Delp, Keenan Gonnor-Park, Rayne Caltagarone, Porter Kolash, Ella Chirico. Missing: 
AlexHorsely, Mara Jardine, Bailey Perry, Nathan Shaffer.

Mother has kept identity of son's father a secret
Door Abby: Thirty 

years ago, 1 had an affair 
with ‘Roger," a married 
man. Wo worked together 
and fell in love. At the 
time, Roger was mar­
ried with three children. 
My husband and 1 were 
separated, and I had 
one son. The 16-year age 
gap between us didn't 
matter to me. 1 admired 
him. Roger was sirft-spo­
ken, intelligent and a 
gentleman. He was of 
Christian faith, so when 
he decided to divorce 
his wife, his partners 
held an intervention and 
bought out his equity 
in the company, which 
forced him to move out of 
state.

Roger was a great per­
son and struggled with 
the thought of leaving his 
family. 1 understood, and

we parted ways.! kept 
informed about him as 
much as possible over the 
years but never contact­
ed him, and we lived in 
different states. When he 
left, I was pregnant, but 
1 didn't tell him because 
so much was going on 
and I didn't want the 
baby to be a tool. I had a 
son, reconciled with my 
husband and never told 
a soul. Eight years after 
that, my husband and! 
divorced.

Although 1 tried, 1 
never found the courage 
to reach out to Roger. 
Five years ago, 1 visited 
the state where he lived. 
1 even went to his office, 
but did not reach out.
I recently had several 
dreams about him and 
couldn't stop thinking 
of him. They seemed so 
real.

I looked Roger up 
online and found out 
he died a year ago. I 
am devastated andfeel 
guilty for not giving my 
son the opportunity to 
know his father. Roger 
has other children. At 
this point, should I let 
them know or should I 
just leave everything 
alone? My biggest fear is 
causing pain to his wife. 
She is a good person and 
doesn't deserve this. -

Holding Many Secrets
Dear Holding: What 

is to be gained by mak­
ing an announcement 
at this late date? As you 
stated, it want provide 
your son the opportunity 
to know his father. And 
receiving shock ing news 
at tills point will only 
cause Roger's widow- 
pain, However, 1 would 
do another internet 
search to see if you can 
find out what killed Rog­
er. If it’s something that 
could be passed down 
to your son, warn him. 
Otherwise, I’m voting for 
leaving everything alone.

QQQ
Dear Abby is wri (ten by Ab­

igail Von Bunn, oho known as 
Jeanne Phillips. Contact Dear 
AbbyatvnvwDeceAbby.com 
c< P.O.Box 69440. Los Angeles, 
CA 90069.

Public Input Hearings Rc: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
Tbe Public Utility Commission (PUC) wilt hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase inrates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate In the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when Instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify atone of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in (he order in which they preregister. You may preregister tty 
email or by phone.

To nrerwdster bv email, please email Judge Long's legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (l)your first and last name, (2) tbe date and time of tbe hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public ioput hearing, and (4) if you require aa interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To preredster bv phone, please call Judge Long's office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(l)your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) (he phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input bearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the bearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the Interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters; If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to tbe hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someoue register for you, but they will need 
to provide us ell the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need tbe information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input bearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and thebearing(s) you 
went to listen to so we can ensure webave adequate caller capacity on tbe conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer arty exhibits at tbe public input bearing, you must email your proposed exbibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Lone you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list" in the attached parties' list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in tbe MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988_____________

http://www.thecourierezpiess.com
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Stockton
Continued from Page 1A

Township on Aug. 20,2003.
Stockton was Involved In the development and 

planning of the deadly bank robbery plot, but he was 
never indicted and received immunity in exchange for 
his testimony against Marjorie Dlehl-Armstiong, one 
of the two people indicted in the case and the only per­
son who went to trial, where she was convicted.

But Stockton never testified at Diehl-Armstrong’s 
trial inU.S. District Court inErie because he suffered a 
stroke during the proceedings and underwent triple­
bypass heart surgery in his native Washington state. 
Stockton never spoke publicly in detail about what he 
knew about Wells’ death.

In addition to Wells, Diehl-Armstrong and Stock- 
ton, the others directly connected to the plot, accord­
ing to court records, were William A. Rothstein, Diehl- 
Amistrong’s former fiance and Stockton’s roommate; 
drug dealer Kenneth E. Barnes; Diehl-Armstrong’s 
boyfriend James Roden, whose dead body was found 
in a freezer; and Wells’ co-worker Robert Pinetti. They 
are all dead.

Still living, according to court records, is Jessica 
Hoopslck, once a prostitute who Wells knew and who 
was linked to Barnes. But she was never charged in the 
case and had limited knowledge of the plot, according 
to testimony at Diehl-Armstrong’s trial.

TheErie Times-News recently learned of Stockton's 
death, which was not believed to have been an­
nounced in an obituary.

The Times-News this week confirmed his death 
with the the medical examiner's office for Whatcom 
County, in Washingtoa The county includes Belling­
ham, where Stockton lived.

Stocktondied on Aug.10, the medical examiner's of­
fice told the Erie Times-News on Wednesday. The 
death was ruled accidental, with the cause of death 
listed as acute respiratory failure.

The office said it could not release further informa­
tion on the death.

Retired federal agents remember Stockton

Erie resident Jerry Clark interviewed Stockton as 
the lead investigator for the FBI in the pizza bomber 
case.

"He was the last of the last who had intimate knowl­
edge or involvement in the case," Clark, who Is retired 
from the FBI, said on Thursday.

Based on his interviews with Stockton as part of the 
probe, Clark said, he expected Stockton’s testimony 
would have bolstered the evidence gathered in the 
case. Clark said he was disappointed medical issues 
prevented Stockton from taking the stand.

"I would have loved to have heard what he had to 
say," said Clark, an associate professor in the criminal 
justice program at Gannon University.

The other lead investigator in the case was Jason 
Wick, an agent with the federal Bureau of Alcohol, To­
bacco, Firearms and Explosives. Wick, who is also re­
tired, said he would haw liked to have seen Stockton 
charged in the pizza bomber case.

"I thought he was as complicit as anyone," said 
Wick, an assistant professor in Gannon’s criminal jus­
tice program. *He was definitely involved. He had 
more to do with building the device than we know.”

Linked to pizza bomber case through Rothstein

Stockton became part of the pizza bomber case 
through his relationship with his roommate in the Erie 
area, Rothstein, believed to be the architect of the plot 
along with his former fiancee, Diehl-Armstrong. 
Stockton was hiding out with Rothstein in Summit 
Township in August 2003 because he was on the run 
from prosecution in Washington state.

Stocktonwas wanted on charges that he raped 819- 
year-old developmental^ disabled woman in Wash­
ington In 2002. Stockton was convicted in the rape 
case but was out of prison when he died. As part of his 
sentence, he had to register as sex offender for life.

Rothstein died of cancer at 60 in July 2004, three 
years before a federal grand jury issued the indict­
ments in the pizza bomber case. Rothstein was an un­
indicted co-conspirator in the case.

The grand jury indicted two people — Dlehl-Atm- 
strong and Barnes, the drug dealer who knew Wells. 
Both are dead.

Barnes testified against Diehl-Armstrong at trial in 
exchange for a plea deal that originally netted him a 
federal prison sentence of 45 years.

He pleaded guilty in September 2000 to using a de-

Sweet Sophie Ann is a big girt with lot s of love to g've.This 
7-year-oldwhohadtwodifferent owners pass away, isa 
calm, sweet-naturedcat who loves attention. She will be 
a great companion in a quiet home. You can meet Sophie 
Ann at Because You Care, 6041 West Road, McKean, or fill 
out an adoption application at www.becauseyoucare.org.

Cone and Meet the SporeomiBy
many other friendly Cats 

andKktensat

ftSKtnc
“i1 Pet Hosp,,al •

(814)476-1212

Towne Centre on Aug. 20,2003, in an FBI handout of 
the surveillance images shot during the bank 
robbery. Weils iscarrying the cane gun and wearing 
the collar bomb, which is protruding from his shirt.
ERIE TIMES-NEWS FIE

structive device during a crime of violence and con­
spiracy to commit bank robbery. He got the 45-year 
sentence in December 2000, but after his testimony 
and Diehl-Armstrong’s conviction, in 2010, a judge 
halved the sentence in 201L

Barnes died of cancer at 65 in July 2019 while serv­
ing his sentence at a federal prison in North Carolina

Diehl-Armstrong center of case

Diehl-Armstrong was found guilty in federal court 
in Erie in November 2010 of the felonies of armed bank 
robbery, conspiracy to commit armed bank robbery 
and using a destructive device in a crime of violence. 
She was sentenced to life plus 30 years in February 
2011.

She claimed at trial that Rothstein framed her.
Diehl-Armstrong died of breast cancer at 68 in April 

2017 while serving her 
sentence at the Federal 
Medical Center Car- 
swell, a women’s pris­
on near Fort Worth,
Texas.

At trial, Barnes testi­
fied that lie participat­
ed in the pizza bomber 
plot so Diehl-Arm- 
strong could raise 
$250,000 to pay him to 
kill her father so she 
could get what she be­
lieved was her inheri­
tance. Wells was to get 
the $250,000 by rob­
bing the bank.

Wells got away with 
$8,702 before he died 
in the bomb blast. The 
contract killing never 
occurred, and Diehl- 
Armstrong’s father,
Harold Diehl, died of 
natural causes in 2014.
He was 95.

Also involved in the 
plot was Roden, Diehl- 
Armstrong’s live-in 
boyfriend. But he also 
died without testifying.

In earl)' to mid-Au­
gust 2003, Diehl-Arm­

strong fatally shot Roden, 45, to prevent him from re­
vealing the bank-robber)’ plot His body was stuffed in 
a freezer in Rothstein’s house.

Diehl-Armstrong was serving a state prison sen­
tence of seven to 20 years in Roden's death when she 
was indicted in the pizza bomber plot

Barnes says Stockton helped attach bomb

Barnes testified about Stockton’s role in the plot at 
Diehl-Armstrong’s trial.

He said Stockton handed the collar bomb to Roth­
stein before Rothstein locked it to Wells’ neck at the 
site of a television transmission tower near Rothstein’s 
house in Summit Township on Aug. 28,2003. Darnes 
also said Stockton and another man, Pinetti, Wells’co­
worker, tackled Wells to force him to wear the bomb 
after Wells tried to run away.

Pinetti, 43, who worked with Wells at a Millcreek 
Township pizza shop, died of what the Erie County 
Coroner’s Office said was an accidental drug overdose 
three days after Wells was killed. He was not named an 
unindicted co-conspirator.

The odd and dangerous personalities of those in­
volved in the ptzza bomber plot turned out to be hall­
marks of the case.

Stockton was among the characters that made the 
case so strange and heinous. The criminally minded 
misfits referred to themselves as "the fractured intel­
lectuals."

"The fact that these like-minded people found each 
other with such bad intentions was a truly amazing 
part of the case," said Clark, the FBI agent

Contact Ed PalatteUa at epalattdlaQtimes- 
neics.com. FoUorchim on Twitter QETNpalattclla.

PalatteUa is the co-author, with retired FBI Agent 
Jerry Clark, of two books on the pizza bomber case: 
*Pizza Bomber. The Untold Story of America’s Most 
Shocking Bank Bobbery (Berkley/Penguin Random 
House, 2012) and ‘Mania and Marjorie Diehl-Arm­
strong: Inside the Mind of a Female Serial Killer (Bow­
man & Littlefield, 2017).

NOT QUITE READY TO GO HOME

AFTER YOUR
HOSPITAL

STAY?
Short Term Rehab LONG TERM SUCCESS

Our Short Term Rehab offers you the superior 
physical, occupational and speech therapy services 
that we are known for. The personal attention you 
receive from our skilled rehabilitation team, and the 
comfort of knowing you're close to home, 
friends and family will leave you smiling 
almost as much as our caring and Plaudit
dedicated team. Ptyc

8300 West Ridge Rd. • 814-474-5521 
www.pleasantridgemanor.com

Public Input Heal ings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase 
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on: 

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.ni.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.
To preregister by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first aud last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testily, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) ifyou require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.
To preregister by nhone. please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input heariug, (4) a phone number where you can be 
reached prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if 
you require au interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.
Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter; please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make evety reasonable efTotl to have one present.
If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need to 
provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household would 
like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will need the 
information for each individual.
If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the heariug(s) 
you want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to 
accommodate all callers.
The deadline for signing up for (he public Input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m. 
If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) 
to Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, Januaty 17, 2023. In your email to Judge Long you must 
copy all individuals listed in the “fiill-service list” in the attached parlies’ list. Failure to comply with 
these instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot e.xceed2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.
AT&T Relay Seivice number for persons who are deaf or heariug-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

http://www.becauseyoucare.org
http://www.pleasantridgemanor.com
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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high-tchoolere toward becoming 
certified firefighters. The inttitu- 
tions would apply for consideration 
and would ultimately be chosen by 
the state fire commissioner.

Participating students must be at 
least 16 years old to qualify and at­
tend schools, public or non-public, 
partnering with higher education in­
stitutions. The aim is to have one lo- 
cation in each of the eastern, central 
and western regions.

“Pennsylvania is facing a severe

shortage of volunteer firefijjiters, 
with the current number of volun­
teers down to less that IS percent 
of the number of volunteers in the 
1970s By encouraging rchool dis­
tricts to partner with institutions of 
higher education, we can help recruit 
and retain firefighters at a time when 
first responders are desperately’ need­
ed," Brooks wrote in a legislative 
memo seeking cosponsor support.

The measure quickly advanced 
out of the Education Committee this 
week and twice received consid­
eration on the Senate floor before 
being referred to the Appropriations 
Committee, a pathway to a third

and final consideration before like­
ly mov ing onto the aae House. The 
Senate reconvenes Tuesday.

A prior version of the bill also 
advanced out of the Senate in April 
2021 and male progress in the 
House but eventually stalled without 
a final vote b the 2021-22 session. 
Brooks noted b remarks at m Edu­
cation Committee meetbgthis week 
that an earlier version met a similar 
fate b the 2019-20 session.

Jerry Ozog. executive director, 
Pennsylvania Fire & Emergency 
Services Institute, said he supports 
the bhiative. Many of the students 
will likely move on to oilier careers,

he said, but they can always serve as 
volunteers b their communities.

"One thbg that EMS (emergen­
cy medical services) aid fire could 
provide is life experience and meai- 
bgful work that makes an impact b 
the community. You get to see the 
results of the work,” Ozog said.

Brooks’ bill would direct a com­
bined £150,000 to be split evenly 
among the three institutions offer bg 
firefightbg (raining A non-lapsbg, 
restricted Fire Trabbg Fund would 
be established with the state trea- 
tuty. The aae fire commissioner 
could solicit tax-exempt donations 
for tli e fund.

The pitot program would begb 
as soon as Jan. 1,2024, aid contin­
ue for four years. The Legislative 
Budget and Fbanoe Committee 
would be tasked within the final 
six months of the pilot program to 
survey municipal fire departments 
b each program area to determbe 
potential impact on bereasing vol­
unteer registraion and also make 
recommendaions.

The colleges or universities of­
fering the trabbg could also incor- 
porae trabbg b EMS at their own 
discretion. A separate, simfia four- 
year pitot program for EMS was en­
acted as pat of Act 1(M of 2022.

Survival
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heart is blocked.
Cardiac arest can result b 

death if proper steps aren’t 
taken immediately.

Cardiac arrest can be re­
versed by restoring a notmal 
heart rhythm with cardiopul- 
monay re sure it at ion (CPR) 
and adefibrillaor.

Hamlin was treated quickly 
followbg his collapse as CPR 
was done imroediaely and 
medical staff hod access to an 
automaed external defibrilla­
tor, or AED, to shock his heart

and restore its ihythm.
CPR cai double or triple 

the chances of a cardiac arrest 
victim’s survival, especially 
if it’s performed immediae- 
ly. However, bystanders only 
perform CPR46pe re entof the 
time, accordbg to die AHA.

Local emergency medical 
officials hope more people 
will take an interest b taking 
CPR trabbg b the wsfce of 
Hamlb's cardiac arest and 
subsequent recovery.

“People should not be afraid 
of taking CPR trainbg and 
learobg how to do diis,” said 
Chief Patrick Wiley of Mesri- 
ville Centra! Fire Department.

‘It may not be (someone) b 
the general public diey save, 
but it may be their own family 
member.”

The fire department’6 
emergency medical techni­
cians handled 14 cadiac ar­
rest calls in 2022, accordbg 
to Wiley.

Successfully coropletbg a 
CPR trabbg course b Penn- 
sy hr stria gives a person certi- 
ficaion for two years.

“With CHL you’re gobgto 
circulate the blood and oxygen 
b the system (for the person) 
until help arrives,” Wiley said. 
‘The dunces of survivability 
ae much greater."

CPR training betudes how 
to use an AED, which b the 
past 15 years or so has be­
come commonplace in public 
buildbgs, airport terminals, 
schools, social clubs, work­
places and many retail stores.

If someone is in cardia? 
arrest, each mbute defibril­
lation is delayed, the odds of 
survival are reduced by ap­
proximately 10 percent, so 
havbg access to an AED and 
knowing how to use one is 
critical.

'Tlonealy, they’re very 
easy to use," Wiley said. ‘It 
literally will take you through 
the process — through every

step of the process. It’s part of 
the CPR class."

"They are a game-changer," 
Dr. Kevin Kraeling, medical 
director at Meadville Medical 
Center, said of AEDs. ‘They 
increase the chances of sur­
vival tremendously.”

While an AEDs use is 
self-explanatory, Kraelbg 
said it is a good idea to get 
AED instruction ahead of 
time through a CPR course.

“The more knowledge you 
have the better," he aided.

Eric Henry, owner of 
Meadville Area Ambulance 
Service, agrees.

“Everybody riiould learn

CPR because you just never 
know when someone may 
need it," he said.

Courses b CPR are avail­
able through the American 
Red Cross, Meadville Area 
Ambuluce Service aid other 
area ambulance companies b 
the county as well as Mead­
ville Central Fire Department

‘It’s readily available.” Wi­
ley said. “We don't care who 
they use” for a course, “we just 
wait people to learn CPR.”

Keith Ctahard can be 
reached at (814) 724-6370or 
by email at kgtuhard®mcad- 
nlktribtme.com.

Biden
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"Hiis appointment un­
derscores foe the public the 
department’s commitment 
to both bdependence and 
accountability in particularly 
sensitive matters, and to mak- 
bg decisions bdisputably 
guided only by the facts and 
the law,” Garland said a a 
news conference.

Hur will explore whether 
any person or entity violaed 
the law aid will receive all the 
resources he needs to conduct 
the bvestigaion, Garland said.

The naming of a special 
counsel is a blow for Biden 
and the White House, which 
had solicit to move quickly 
past the episode. Garland’s 
move also btensified ques­
tions about why the White 
House waited until after news 
reports on thediscoveryofthe 
documents to disclose the in­
cident.

Biden has sad he was “sur­
prised” tha classified maeri- 
al was found a an office he 
used after his vice presidency, 
and he suggested Thursday 
that documents found b his 
garage were secure because 
they shared spa:e with his 
classic Corvette. He did not 
explab why the files were at 
his home.

"By the way, my Cor­
vette's b a locked garage, 
so it’s not like they’re sitting 
out b the street,” Biden told 
reporters at the White House 
after he was asked about the 
latest discovery.

Biden’s glib remark, which 
came before Garland’s an­
nouncement, risked Biggest- 
bg that the White House — 
which has refused to answer 
many questions about the 
documents — regards the b- 
cident os bconsequential

A special counsel is already 
investigating Trump’s han- 
dlbg of classified documents 
follow bg an FBI search of his 
Palm Beach, Florida, home 
b August Biden has called 
Trump “totally irresponsible” 
for the hundreds of pages of 
classified materials he and 
his aides look from the White 
House after his presidency 
ended b 2021.

But with Biden’s own han-

Con neant
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said in a press release Thurs­
day. “By taking this proactive 
approach we are hopeful to 
avoid substantial property tac 
bereases for several years."

Cost-cut tbg measures on 
the table include combb- 
bg the district’s two middle 
schools bto one buildbg 

“The board wants to bvite 
residents of Conneait School 
District to join short-term ad­
visory committees that will 
collect data, evabate ideas, 
and formulate a recommen­
dation to the foil board,” the 
statement said.

Committees on budget and 
finances, educational pro­
gramming, transportation and 
facilities will meet from Feb­
ruary to May. The commk-

AnocaScd Frcrs
Attorney Geieral Merrick Gailesd speaks (taring a aews confer 
•ace at Hie Depertoseet of Jestice oe Ttersday la Washington as 
Joke Laasch, the U.S. Attorney la Chicago, looks on.

dling of classified material 
now under scrutiny. Demo­
cratic criticism of the former 
president and perhaps even 
the legal case against him risk 
bebg undermined. Many Re­
publicans have complained of 
a double standard b the Jus­
tice Department's handlbgof 
the Tiurop and Biden cases.

The first batch of classified 
records connected to Biden 
were found Nov. 2as the pres­
ident's lawyers were clean bg 
out Biden’s office at the Rtnn 
Biden Center for Diploma­
cy and Global Engagement 
in Washbgton. The White 
House has said the lawyers 
inunediaiely notified the Na­
tional Archives and Records 
Admbistraion, which look 
possession of the materials 
the followbg day.

Garlmd said the Archives’ 
inspector general notified 
the Department of Justice on 
Nov. 4.

The White House has Dot 
explabed why lawyers were 
hired to clem out Biden’s old 
office.

Garlmd asked John Laus- 
ch, the Dump-appointed U.S. 
attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois, to review 
the discovery. Biden’s lean 
meanwhile beg^n searchbg 
other properties connected 
to him, including his Wilm­
ington and Rehoboih Bea:h, 
Delaware, homes, for addi­
tional records.

Garlmd said Biden’s aides 
reported to Lai sch on Dec. 
20 that they had ditcovered 
more classified records a his 
Wilmbgtoa home and tha

tees will eadi consist of two 
school board members, rel­
evant district admbistrators, 
district residents and staff 
volunteers with an appobted 
liaison.

The boad'scall was aimed 
at residents interested “the 
solution,” accordbg to the 
press release. Interested res­
idents should email Beth 
Moss, confidential secre­
tary to the superintendent, a 
bmoss@conneaitsd.org by 
Feb. 1.

Applicants should bchide 
their nane, address, votbg 
municipality, email address 
and phone number. Tliey 
should also stae the number 
of children or grandchildren 
they currently have enrolled 
in the district, their areas of 
expertise aid reasons for 
servbg and their top two 
committee choices.

the FBI seized those files.
Laisch recommended to 

Garland tha he appobt a 
special counsel for the Biden 
records on Jan. 5, the attorney 
general sad Thursday.

Biden’s team finished its 
seadi of Biden’s properties 
Wednesday night, accordbg 
to Richad Sauber, special 
counsel for the White House.

Garland said the team report­
ed Thursday findbg one ad­
ditional document a Biden’s 
Wilmington home. The White 
House said the document was 
found among stored maerials 
b an adjacent room.

Though Republicans have 
sought to draw an equiva­
lence between the Biden and 
Tmmp cases, their ae still 
vast differences in both the 
magnitude of the classified 
material b their possession 
and their handlbg of the doc­
uments.

While neither the Justice 
Department nor the White 
House has enumerated the 
records found at Biden’s 
office and home, the White 
House has described both 
batches as “small.” CBS 
News reported that about 10 
classified documents were 
found at Biden’s office.

The Naional Archives 
had not sought the return of 
Biden’s records, according to 
the White House.

Tmmp, on the contrary, had 
hundreds of pages of classi­
fied maetial a his home b

Palm Be ah. After the Na­
tional Archives a&ed for its 
return, Tmmp voluntarily sent 
the agency only some of the 
materials. The FBI searched 
his Mar-a-Lago resort based 
on suspicion he bad withheld 
many of the documents aid 
found them ashed b bis of­
fice and a storage room nea 
parts of the property accessible 
to members ofDump’s club.

There is no indicaion 
Biden or his aides sought 
to keep any of the materi­
al found a his office or his 
home or tried to mislead the 
Archives and Justice Depart­
ment, as Trump’s associates 
may have done.

Biden said Thursday that he 
and his team are “cooperabg 
fully and completely with the 
Justice Department’s review" 
of the matter. “As I said ear­
lier this week, people know I 
take classified documents and 
classified material seriously,” 
he added.

After Garland announced 
Hur’s appobtment, Sauber 
said in a statement that the 
White House was “confident

that n thorough review will 
show that these documents 
were balvertently misplaced, 
aid the president and his law­
yers arted promptly upon dis­
covery of this mistake.”

House Republicans, who 
have largely defended Trump, 
have said they will investigate 
whether Biden improperly 
kept the documents found 
a his office and home and 
whether intelligence sources 
aid methods were compro­
mised as a result.

House Speaker Kevb 
McCarthy said Thursday 
tli a Congress should probe 
Biden’s handlbgof classified 
documents, argibg that a 
double standard had been ap­
plied to the Trump and Biden 
maters.

‘This is wha mokes Amer­
ica not trust their govern­
ment,” McCarthy said a a 
news conference.

In his comments Thursday, 
Biden said he was limited b 
wha he could say about the 
matter. ‘I’m going to get a 
chance to speok on all of this, 
God wilting, soon,” he said.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at T.00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number h'sted below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregistcr. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To n re register by email please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To preregister by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov orphone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hcaring(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibits) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list" in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

mailto:bmoss@conneaitsd.org
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Briefs Reassessment...
AOC to hike

Hie Allegheny Outdoor 
Chib will hike the Tanbark 
Trail to Toms Run and (hen 
rtfumby way of (helronwood 
Trail on Sunday. The hike 
will be about four mites. The 
group will meet at the parking 
lot on the comer of Musanle 
Street and Pleasant Drive at 
1:30 p.m. or the parking lot rt 
Du nhain S iding at 2 p.m.

Lunch group to meet
The Bon Ton limcb group 

will meet at Bob Evans

Wednesday, Jan. 18 at 12:30 
p.m.

Caregiver Support 
Group to meet 
Monday

The Caregiver Support 
Group will meet at noon 
Monday, Jan. 16, at Grace 
United Methodist Church, 
501 Pennsylvania Ave. East. 
Anyone interested in Alz­
heimer's Disease or other 
dementia-related diseases 
is welcome to attend. The

meeting is Intended to offer 
caregivers a time of sharing. 
Books and pamphlets cover­
ing dementia-related illnesses 
and issues, including grief, 
wilt be available. Those at­
tending are asked to enter the 
church through the elevator 
entrance from the parking lot 
and go to Wesley Parlor. At­
tendees are welcome to bring 
a lunch. More information 
is available by calling Kar­
en (814) 723-9592, Laura 
(814) 723-5008. or Linda 
(814)726-1199.

Taxpayers could shoulder $32B cost 
in childhood sexual abuse cases

By CHRISTEN SMITH

A new report in Pennsyl­
vania estimates opening a 
two-year litigation window 
for survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse to file civil 
claims against public schools 
could cost taxpay ers as much 
as $32 billion.

Die Susquehanna Valley 
Center for Public Policy pub­
lished its analysis Tuesday 
- citing data from a national 
study - in which it suggested 
claims against Pennsylvania 
schools could reach 15,000. 
The U.S. Department of Ed­
ucation also speculates the 
abuse rate in public schools 
Is 100 times more prevalent 
than incidents uncovered in 
Catholic schools in the last 
decade.

That figure places claim 
estimates around 100,000, 
according to the analysis. 
The center assessed multiple 
metrics from various studies 
and settled claims in other 
sides, ultimately concluding 
that the broadly-supported 
policy could cost districts 
between $5 billion and $32 
billion.

The massive price tag 
could trigger significant bud­
get cuts and tax increases to 
cover the legal fees, legisla­
tive sources say. It’s a risk 
that, so far, hasn't deterred 
Gov. Tom Wolf andhrs allies 
in die General Assembly who 
supported the special session 
called <mi Monday to settle 
the issue.

But the financial burden is

a crucial detail thrt deserves 
thoughtful deliberation, 
said Brica Clayton Wright, 
spokeswoman for Senate 
President Pro Tempore Kim 
Ward, R-Greensburg Clay­
ton Wright told The Center 
Square on Tuesday the sena­
tor hasn’t wavered in her be­
lief that all survivors - from 
public and private schools 
- “should have the ability to 
face their abusers In court.”

"That said, in addition to 
the constitutional amendment 
being the strongest legal path 
for victims, it also allows the 
public to properly vet this 
matter and consider the po­
tential cost for their school 
(fistrids,” die said.

The center analyzed 20 
similar cases between 2012 
and 2020 and estimated that 
rewarded claims ranged from 
$325,000 to$500,000. This 
means Pennsylvania school 
districts, In total, could face 
claims varying between $5 
billion and $32.5 billion.

It’s inconsiderate, Clay­
ton Wright said, to support 
an "emergency process” that 
“bypasses consideration of 
the taxpayers.”

The policy’s prth has been 
five years in the making, ev­
er since Pennsylvania made 
headlines in 2018 after a 
grand jury probe revealed six 
Catholic dioceses covered up 
allegations of abuse involv­
ing more than 300 priests 
and l.OOOchildren.

Since then, state lawmak­
ers have insisted they want 
to offer adult survivors the 
chance to sue their abusers,

who would otherwise escape 
civil punishment for their 
crimes due to an expired stat­
ute cf limitrtlons.

And while all sides have 
long agreed on the merits 
of the policy, disputes over 
the best way to implement 
it abound. A clerical error 
within the Department of 
Stale brought to light in 2021 
- just months before voters 
were set to decide the issue 
via ballot referendum - com­
plicated the issue even fur­
ther and delay ed the process 
at least another two years.

Constitutional amend­
ments must pass each cham­
ber in two consecutive legis­
lative sessions before appear­
ing on the ballot, meaning the 
earliest voters could weigh in 
would be the May primary 
election.

Both Ward and House 
Republican Leader Bryan 
Qitler, R-Quanyville, prefer 
the lengthy amendment pro­
cess overpassing legislation 
to open the window because 
they fear the bill would face 
legal challenges that will 
mire it in court for years.

House Speaker Mark 
Rozzi, D-Temple, himself a 
survivor, also supports the 
amendment process, but 
wanted to address it (hiring 
the governor’s special ses­
sion - something Cutler said 
was unnecessary given the 
the pol icy’s broad bipartisan 
support.

Rozzi said Monday he will 
organize a bipartisan legisla­
tive working group to forge a 
path forward

Senate delays Philadelphia DA’s 
impeachment trial amid court case

By BROOKE SCHULTZ 
and MARC LEVY

Associated Press
HARRISBURG, Pa. 

(AP) - Pennsylvania’s 
state Senate voted Wednes­
day to postpone a trial 
seeking to remove Philadel­
phia's progressive district 
attorney on the heels of a 
court ruling that said the 
impeachment articles don’t 
meet the constitutionally re­
quired standard.

The motion was ap­
proved unanimously in the 
Republican-controlled Sen­
ate and Indefinitely post­
pones the trial of Democrat 
Larry Krasner, which had 
been scheduled to begin 
Jaa 18.

It was thrown into doubt 
by last month’s ruling by 
Commonwealth Court 
Judge Ellen Ceisler, who 
wrote that the impeachment 
articles approved by the Re­
publican-controlled House 
of Representatives didn’t 
rise to the constitutionally

required standard of “mis­
behavior in office" to re­
move a public official from 
office.

The practical effect of 
Celsler’s ruling wasn't im­
mediately clear, and Ceisler 
has yet to release an opin­
ion that further explains her 
order. Her ruling also may 
be appealed by House Re­
publicans.

Spearheaded by the GOP, 
the House voted to Impeach 
Krasner in November. 
Krasner has dismissed the 
House Republicans’ claims 
as targeting at his policies 
and sued to halt the trial. 
Democrats say Republicans 
are abusing their legislative 
authority.

The House’s seven im­
peachment articles assert­
ed that Krasner should be 
removed from office for 
various reasons, including 
complaints about his failure 
to prosecute some minor 
crimes.

Krasner, who was over­

whelmingly reelected by 
Philadelphia voters in 
2021, has not been charged 
with a crime or been sanc­
tioned by a court.

Ceisler agreed with Kras­
ner that the seven claims 
against him do not rise to 
the impeachable standard 
of “misbehavior in office.”

Ceisler also wrote that 
three of the claims uncon­
stitutionally intrude upon 
the state Supreme Court’s 
exclusive authority to gov­
ern the conduct of lawyers 
In Pennsylvania and that 
two of the claims improper­
ly challenge Krasner’s dis­
cretionary authority as the 
district attorney.

She did, however, reject 
Krasner's claims that the 
Legislature lacks constitu­
tional authority to remove 
local officials like him and 
that the impeachment pro­
ceedings against him should 
have died with the Nov. 30 
end of the two-year legisla­
tive session.

Arkoosh to lead Shapiro’s sprawling 
human services agency

By MARC LEVY

nAKKijUU Kvi, ra. 
(AP) - Dr. Val Arkoosh. 
an anesthesiologist who led 
Pennsylvania's third-most 
populous county through 
thepandemlcbefore mount­
ing a failed run for U.S. 
Senate, will be nominated 
to lead the sprawling De­
partment of Human Ser­
vices under the Incoming 
Democratic governor. Josh 
Shapiro.

Wednesday's announce­
ment by Shapiro also In­
cluded his picks to lead the 
departments of Health, Drug 
and Alcohol Programs. Ag­
ing and Insurance.

Arkoosh, 62, is a former 
chair of anesthesiology at 
Drexel University Col­
lege of Medicine who now 
chain the three-member 
board of commissioners in 
Montgomery County, in 
suburban Philadelphia.

Shapiro, the state's two-

term elected attorney gen­
eral, will be inaugurated 
Tuesday to become the 48th 
governor of Pennsylvania.

On Montgomery Coun­
ty’s board, Arkoosh over­
lapped with Shapirofortwo 
years before he was elected 
to attorney gencraL

During the pandemic, 
Arkoosh held dally, lives- 
(reamed briefings about the 
county’s efforts to stem 
the spread of COVID-19, 
as it became the fint coun­
ty where Gov. Tom Wolf 
ordered the shutdown of 
schools and businesses.

Arkoosh ran unsuccess­
fully for Congress in 2014 
and was prominent before 
that in campaigning public­
ly for passage of then-Presi- 
dent Barack Obama's health 
care law, the Affordable 
Care Act. She again ran in 
the Democratic primary for 
U.S. Senate, but dropped 
her candidacy in February 
before filing paperwork to 
get on the ballot

The Department of Hu­
man Services administers 
more than $50 billion in 
slate and federal money, or 
about half of all the money 
that flows through Pennsyl­
vania’s state government 
every year.

Much of the money is 
tied to the Medicaid pro­
gram, the federal-stale part­
nership that provides medi­
cal care for the poor, long­
term care for the elderly and 
direct care for die disabled. 
In particular, the growing 
elderly population and the 
growing cost to care for 
them has rapidly driven up 
the program’s costs.

The department also runs 
the county assistance offic­
es around the state, adminis­
ters the federal food stamps 
program and distributes bil­
lions of dollars to counties 
and nonprofit agencies for 
child welfare services, child 
care subsidies and mental 
health counseling and as­
sessment services.

Commissioner Ben Kaffer- 
lin said when he first stated 
studying tire issue eight to nine 
years ago it was “very much 
uncertain whether it was neces­
sary," especially relative to the 
cost “But we know, of course, 
that there Is a good that will 
come out of it ” he said. “Prop­
erties will be equal. ... It needs 
to be done."

The county has “apprepri- 
ateiy set aside money to do 
it” and said It would now be 
a “disservice" to tire ccunty’s 
resitlerts to not proceed.

Commissioner Tricia 
Durbin said that there me “fads 
behind the need.

‘Trom every angle,” she 
sald,*Ts very dear.”

Durbin said that Solicitor 
Nathaniel Schmidt and Chief 
Assessor Brian Bull made the 
specific vendor recommends-

Jailed...
Police said the alleged vic­

tim had to go to a w indow and 
yell for help. “After a crowd 
had gathered, she was able to 
exit Use residence and call po­
lice for help,” according to the 
affidavit

Police sent Riker away and 
told him to spend the ni$tt 
somewhere else, according 
to the affidavit. “After police 
departed, Riker returned” and 
confronted the woman again, 
pushing her inside the resi­
dence and taking her phone. 
The alleged victim “was able 
to have a neighbor call 911."

Police arrived and told Rik­
er to stay away from her.

“After police left, Riker 
yelled at (the alleged victim) 
from across the parking lot” 
and she decided to leave, ac­
cording to the affidavit

She went to a residence in 
Glade Township.

According to the affidavit,

Speaker...
“When I was growing up._ 

there are families that make 
sausage,” Thompson told the 
Times Observer on Wednes­
day. “The sausage making 
process, some of it is net real 
pleasart but at ihe end of the 
day everyone enjoys the out­
come.”

"That’s legislating,” he 
explained. “(You) bring peo­
ple together that have diverse 
backgrounds and opinions. 
That’s what we witnessed 
last week. It was unpleasant 
certainly to go into the wee 
hours.”

Thompson added that there 
is “alwaysunderlying drama" 
in Congress. “That’s what 
you have when you have a 
committee of 435 to do such 
important work.

H think at the end of the 
day, the Republican confer­
ence Is stronger for it.”

Thompson's bash for that

tion to the commissioners.
“The reass«sment process 

is pretty expansive as far as the 
scqte of the project," Schmidt 
said. “The biggest criteria ... 
thrt separated ihe two of them" 
was Vision’s “ability to accom­
plish die reassessmere project 
in a timely basil"

He said tire Turn is current­
ly working througi a similar 
project in Canon County and 
has the staff readily availrtsle 
to shift to Warren They also 
offered a “package that had 
a really good public relations 
project,” he added. 'It’s very 
important the public under­
stand what each step is {ping 
to entail”

Commissioner Jeff 
Eggleston noted that Vision 
was not “the lowest bidder 
technically” but Schmidt said 
because they were within 1%

Riker had his vehicle parked 
in the driveway of that resi­
dence in the morning and was 
involved in a physical alterca­
tion with a man there. Police 
responded again

The alleged victim then 
went to Warren County 
Courthouse. When she tried 
to leave, “Rikerparkcdhls ve­
hicle behind her, blocking her 
escape,” according to the affi­
davit She agreed to meet him 
somewhere else and he let her 
leave. When she didn't go to 
that location, “Riker followed 
closely behind in his truck, 
beeping his horn, swerving 
behindher, and calling hercell 
phone.”

When the alleged reached 
thrt location, he approached 
her again, according to the af­
fidavit, walking in front of her, 
begging ha not to go inside, 
and “wrapped his arms around 
her stoppingher from gaining

statement is the rules pack­
age - the procedures outlining 
how the House will operate 
during the 118th Congress - 
approved earlier this week.

“The rules package, the 
primary focus and discus­
sion, I was pleased with that,” 
Thompson said. “That was 
something that all of us put 
together.

’1 think (t will achieve the 
goal I had starting out - de­
centralize more of die power 
out of leadership back to the 
members and the commit­
tees."

That’s doubly beneficial 
for Thompson as he’s been 
selected to lead the House 
Committee on Agriculture

*1 think it was also bene­
ficial from a team dynanic,” 
Thompson explained. “Con­
gress, every two years, is a 
completely different, new 
organization. We have new

that he and Bull “didn't see 
that as a major distingiidilng 
factor."

“We were satisfied with 
both," Schmidt added, noting 
Vision has been doing similar 
projects with counties of simi- 
bfsizetoWanen.

‘T was more impressed with 
Vision and the ability they bad 
to wrap around the ecu tty em­
ployees,” Durbin said

Eggleston said he was Ini­
tially supportive of gping wHh 
the lowest bidder but said Vi­
sion’s proposal was “convinc­
ing enough” with a “menu” 
Art is “much more complete.”

Schmidt said Wednesday's 
vote, which was approved 
unanimously, would save as a 
notice to award and that a con­
tract would be presented to the 
commissioners to sign “in short 
order.”

entry into (he building and 
agtin took her cell phone”

An employee, “after ob­
serving what Riker was do­
ing.” came outside and yelled 
at Riker to let her go," accord­
ing to tire affidavit.

He did and left on fod, po­
lice said.

According to police, he 
was found about a mile from 
that location, with the alleged 
victim’s cell phone. “Riker 
stated lhathchad kneed here­
in self-defense, had taken her 
cell phone... and that he did 
go too far in stepping her free 
mov ements," according to the 
affidavit

Riker was arraigned Tues­
day before District Judge Lau­
ra Bauer and taken to Warren 
County Jail after failing to 
post $10,000 baiL

A preliminary hearing is 
set for 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. i&

people coming in, people 
changing roles."

“Ittakes weeks or months,’’ 
he said, for any organization 
to reach the level of a “high 
performing team. It takes time 
to learn (Impersonalities.

“I think with the intens&y 
of the speaker election, we 
pretty well accomplished that 
infivedays.”

The end result, he argued, 
can be seen in the legist ion 
passed this week “and we’re 
not done. I’m thankful where 
we’reat.”

He stands by the deci­
sion to support McCarthy as 
speaker.

“Kevin McCarthy has al­
ready shown signs of being 
a great Speaker," Thompson, 
both in advancing legislation 
and “empowering us to lead 
with conservative effective 
solutions for the families of 
tliis courtry."

Public input Hearings Rc: National Fuel Gns Rate Increase
lh« Public Utility Cwianasioe (PUC) will hold a public bearing concerning Ibe National Pud (Jas 
Dwrrihtilkvi Corporal kvi retpeu for an increase in rales Telephonic puWtf input hearings wit! he held rev

Thursday, January 19,201) at 1:04 p.ra.
Thursday, January 19,202) at 0:04 p.m.

To participate In the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-frw number listed be ton; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, alto listed below; and ()) you mast speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system trill nronwl y ou to (he hearing.

Toll-free Conference Niunben 866.564.0619 
Passcode’ 5)3452.59

If you wish to testify at oncof the tdcpfaenic public input hearings, please prereghter by 4:80 n.w. on 
Tflcxhn. January 17.2023. if you do sot prereghterand provided? isfmralioo listed below, you may 
iml Vcalilo to testify. Imlivitlcds will testify hi tic order in which they pncgislcr. Yrei nay pscrugwla t>> 
email or by phone.

To nnereoUter hr email, please email Judge Long's legal assistant, Dameb Alban, a! da!bsr#pa.gov, and 
provide: (11 yore first end bst name, 12} the date and time of (he hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the {diene number you will be using to call into the public input heuag. and (1) if you require an hderpreler 
to partkt|ttte m the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To prm-gblvf b> otwar. please call Judge Long's office si 412-565-3554 and leave a message providing: 
(l)yore fust and bst name, (2) the daw arvdome of the hearing e! which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to calf into the public input hearing. (4) a plione number where you can be reached 
pore to the bw-nngifwe need to contact you, (5)ycur rani! address, jfyou have one,aad(6)ifyou require 
an interpreter to participate m the hearing, the language of the inter preset

Requests for Interpreters! If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the bearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for as interpreter. If yen 
request an interpreter, we mil make every reasonable effort to have one present

If you need assistance prcrcghtcring to testify, you may haw: someone register for you, bol they will need 
to provide us all ihe information listed above Additionally, if more than one person in your IwuadroW 
would like to teslify, oce person nay preregistw for other individuals in the same bweboli but we will 
need the information for cwch individual.

If you do cot wish to testify but want lo listen to the public input bearings), please contact Judge Long's 
office by email at dalban^pa gov re phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and th: hearings) you 
warn to listen to sowe con ensure sveliave adequate caller capackyon ihe conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline fnr signing up for the public input hearings b Tuesday, January 17,202), at 4:04 pan.

If you intend to offer any exhibits et the public input bearing, you must email your proposed exhibits) to 
Judge Loop at matoogvipi.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. la vrer email to Jodee Lore von must tony 
all tadividvals listed in the "ftili-senkc list" in Ibe attached parties’ tat. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
esidepcemmi be submii led in the .MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 hlB Proposed video ev ideate ibd does 
not meet these criteria oBI not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons wba aredeaf or hennng-impaired ‘1 ■ ■-! 1 *



AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Kittanning Leader Times 

*City, State: Kittanning, PA 

* Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Insertion Order #: 46754 

*Date of Insertion: 1/5/23 and 1/12/23 

Caption: National Fuel 

*Ad Size: 3x10.25 

*Total # Inserted: 2 dates

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@,mansimedia.com

Fax: (717)703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

1/20/23

Date

Gloria Olvido 

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.



AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Name of Publication: The Derrick 

City, State: Oil City PA 

Client name:National Fuel

Insertion Order 46765 

Date of Insertion: 1/10/23 

Caption: Public Input 

Ad Size: 3x7

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please Return Completed Affidavit to:

MANSI Media

3899 North Front Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.corn

Fax: 717-703-3022

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Signature Date

.Mh ...be
Name (Please Print)



AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Name of Publication: The Derrick 

City, State: Oil City PA 

Client name:National Fuel

Insertion Order 46765 

Date of Insertion: 1/13/23 

Caption: Public Input 

Ad Size: 3x7

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please Return Completed Affidavit to:

MANSI Media

3899 North Front Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: 717-703-3022

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Signature Date

i/V' /y/yes
A7

Name (Please Print)
J

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Name of Publication: Clarion News 

City, State: Clarion, PA 16214 

Client name: UPMC

Insertion Order #46767 

Date of Insertion: January 10, 2023 

Caption: National Fuel 

Ad Size: 5.55” x 7”

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please Return Completed Affidavit to:

MANSI Media

3899 North Front Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: 717-703-3022

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

h-f.crH-, / 1*03.3

Signature'-’ Date

i n aU| )£-______

Name (Please Print)

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Name of Publication: Clarion News 

City, State: Clarion, PA 16214 

Client name: UPMC

Insertion Order #46767

Date of Insertion: January 12, 2023

Caption: National Fuel

Ad Size: 5.55” x 7”

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please Return Completed Affidavit to:

MANSI Media

3899 North Front Street

Harrisburg, PA 17110

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: 717-703-3022

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Signature^

Name (Please Print)

I j
Date

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Please Fill out Information Below:

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Greenville Record-Argus 

*City, State: Greenville, PA 

* Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Insertion Order #: 46764 

*Date of Insertion: 1-5-23; 1-12-23 

* Caption: National Fuel Public Notice 

*Ad Size: 4x10

*Total # Inserted: 3,885 each day

Please return completed & signed affidavit to 
any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax:(717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept.
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Jim Rust 1-19-23

Signature Date

Jim Rust

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Please Fill out Information Below:

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Greenville Record-Argus 

*City, State: Greenville, PA 

*Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Insertion Order #: 46764 

*Date of Insertion: 1-5-23; 1-12-23 

* Caption: National Fuel Public Notice 

*Ad Size: 4x10

•''Total # inserted: 3,885 each day

Please return completed & signed affidavit to 
any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax:(717)703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept.
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Jim Rust 1-19-23

Signature Date

Jim Rust

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Kittanning Leader Times 

*City, State: Kittanning, PA 

* Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Insertion Order #: 46754 

*Date of Insertion: 1/5/23 and 1/12/23 

Caption: National Fuel 

*Ad Size: 3x10.25 

*Total # Inserted: 2 dates

Please Fill out Information Below:

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: (717)703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

1/20/23

Date

Gloria Olvido 

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Corry Journal 

*City, State: Corry, PA 

*Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Please Fill out Information Below:

Insertion Order #: 46761 

*Date of Insertion: 1/5/23,1/12/23 

Caption: Public Notice 

*Ad Size: 5.75” x 10.5”

*Total # Inserted: 1

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: (717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Tim Joncas 1/18/2023

Signature Date

Tim Joncas 

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: Corry Journal 

*City, State: Corry, PA 

* Advertiser Name: National Fuel

Please Fill out Information Below:

Insertion Order #: 46761 

*Date of Insertion: 1/5/23,1/12/23 

Caption: Public Notice 

*Ad Size: 5.75” x 10.5”

*Total # Inserted: 1

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@mansimedia.com

Fax: (717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

Tim Joncas 1/18/2023

Signature Date

Tim Joncas 

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to he notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tearsheets@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Plciise Fill owl Information Ik-low:

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must he filled in completely & accurately)

*Name of Publication: QoOC \C^

•City, StulcfVoXjOAS 

‘Advertiser Name: VXfcsO^(X\

Insertion Order

*Date of Insertion: \\\lO\3T^)

Caption: VOb^C

*Ad Size:
vy^c_e

*Total # Inserted:

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tearsheets@.mansimedia.com

Fax: (717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

vWib

Name (Please Print)

Date

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.



AFFIDAVIT OF INSERTION

Flense Kill <m< InI'oi innlion Below:

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must he filled in completely & accurately)

* Name of Publication T'vXj'oovS d_OOC\<oT

*City, State:

* Advertiser Name: v\/^\

Insertion Order #:

*Date of Insertion:

Caption: VC^«\Q\ SYV>»\ 90b\V<L W6.Q& 

*Ad Size:

*Total # Inserted:

Please return completed & sitnied 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: lenrshcels@mansimedia.com

Fax: (717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

\\ito VWA&tA

Name (Please Print)

*Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:lenrshcels@mansimedia.com


AFFIDAVIT OK INSERTION

Flense Fill nn< Information lielow:

(Note: Any line marked with an asterisk (*) must be tilled in completely & accurately) 

*Name of Publication: ^OoCaS C&UCC/

*City, State: WJOOAbi 

* Advertiser Name: K x _

Insertion Order #:

*Date oflnsertion:

Captiom^Q^^ '\OQ> Vcb\\C-Vd«l£

*Ad Size: I

*Total # Inserted:

Please return completed & signed 
affidavit to any of the following:

E-mail: tetirslieels@mansirncdia.com

Fax:(717) 703-3022

Mail:
MANSI Media - Tearsheet Dept. 
3899 N. Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110

My signature verifies that this ad was inserted as scheduled according to the above specifications.

* Please note, this form does NOT need to be notarized, unless you are told otherwise by
a MANSI Media representative.

mailto:tetirslieels@mansirncdia.com
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Public Input Hearings Re; National Fuel Gas Rate Increase

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates.
Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter a PIN number when instructed to do so, also 
listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister bv 4:00 o.m. on Tuesday. January 17,2023. if you do not 
preregister and provide the information listed below, you may not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may

preregister by email or by phone.

To prereaister bv email, please email Judge Long's legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the 
date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require

an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To prereaister bv phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and 
time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you 
can be reached prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require an interpreter to participate

in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an Interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you register too close to the hearing date, we may 
not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need to provide us all the information listed above. 
Additionally, If more than one person in your household would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but

we will need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 
412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference

bridge to accommodate all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public Input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy all individuals listed in the “full-service list” in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply 
with these instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video evidence must be submitted in the MP4 

• format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

EP-33900737
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Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates.
Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (I) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter a PIN number when Instructed to do so, also 
listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday. January 17.2023. If you do not 
preregister and provide the information listed below, you may not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may

preregister by email or by phone.

To prereaister bv email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Danlela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the 
date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require

an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To prerecister bv phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and 
time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone number you will be using to call into the public Input hearing, (4) a phone number where you 
can be reached prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require an interpreter to participate

in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you register too close to the hearing date, we may 
not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter, If you request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need to provide us all the information listed above. 
Additionally, if more than one person in your household would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but

we will need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 
412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference

bridge to accommodate all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, 
January 17, 2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy all individuals listed in the “full-service list" in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply 
with these Instructions may result In you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video evidence must be submitted in the MP4 

• format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

EP-33900737
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Biden in Texas (or his first visit to border as president
By Colleen Lone_______
Associated Press

EL PASO, Ifexas (AP) 
— President Joe Biden 
turived in Texas on 
Sunday for his firs t trip 
to the U.S.-Mexico bor­
der since taking office, 
stopping in Ei Paso af­
ter two years of hound­
ing by Republicans who 
have hammered him as 
soft on border security 
while the number of 
migrants crossing spi­
rals.

Biden planned to 
spend a few hours in 
the city, currently the 
biggest corridor for il­
legal crossings, in large 
part to Nicaraguans 
fleeing repression, 
crime and poverty in 
their country. They are 
among migrants from 
four countries who are 
now subject to quick 
expulsion under new 
rules enacted by the 
Biden administration 
in the past week that 
drew strong criticism 
from immigration ad­
vocates.

'Hie president was 
expected to meet with 
border officials to dis­
cuss migration as well 
as the increased traf­
ficking of fentanyl and 
other synthetic opioids, 
which are driving sky­
rocketing numbers of 
overdoses in the U.S.

Biden was sched­
uled to visit the El Paso 
County Mirant Ser­
vices Center and meet 
with nonprofits and re­
ligious groups that sup­

port migrants arriving 
to the U.S. It was not 
clear whether Biden 
would talk to any mi­
grants.

“Thepresident's very 
much looking forward 
to seeing for himself 
firsthand what the 
border security situ­
ation looks like,* said 
John Kirby, the White 
House national secu­
rity spokesman.

But Gov. Greg Ab­
bott, R-Texas, scoffed at 
Biden's outreach. *A11 
he's going to do down 
there is rearrange the 
chairs on the deck of 
the Titanic. He's not 
going to achieve any so- 
lutions that will make 
the border safer, more 
secure and stop illegal 
immigration,* he told 
Fax News Channel. Ab­
bott was ou hand as 
Biden got off Air Force 
One, giving the the 
president a letter that 
outlined laws that the 
governor said would 
make a great differ­
ence, if enforced, in ad­
dressing the "chaos* at 
the border.

Biden's announee- 
meuton border security 
and his visit to the bor­
der ore aimed in part 
at quelling the politi­
cal noise and blunting 
the impact of upcom­
ing investigations into 
immigration promised 
by House Republicans. 
But any enduring solu­
tion will require actiou 
by tiie sharply divided 
Congress, where mul­
tiple efforts to enact

sweeping changes have 
failed in recent years.

From El Paso, Biden 
was to continue south 
to Mexico City, where 
he and the leaders of 
Mexico and Canada 
will gather on Mon­
day and Tuesday for a 
North American lead­
ers summit. Immi­
gration is among the 
items on the agenda. 
The challenge facing 
the U.S. on its southern 
border requires coop­
eration among multiple 
countries, a sign that 
diplomacy will matter 
as much as internal 
U.S. policies.

In El Paso, where 
migrants congregate at 
bus stops and in parks 
before traveling on, 
border patrol agents 
have stepped up secu­
rity before Biden's visit

*1 think they're try­
ing to send a message 
that they’re going to 
more consistently check 
people's documented 
status, and if you have 
notbeen processed they 
are going to pick you 
up," said Ruben Gar­
cia of the Annunciation 
House aid group in El 
Paso.

Migrants and asy­
lum-seekers fleeing 
violence and persecu­
tion have increasingly 
found that protections 
in the United States 
are available primarily 
to those with money or 
the savvy to find some­
one to vouch for them 
financially.

Jose Natera, a Ven­

ezuelan migrant in S3 
Paso who hopes to seek 
asylum in Canada, said 
he has no prospects for 
finding a U.S. sponsor 
and that he's now re­
luctant to seek asylum 
in tiie U.S. because lie's 
afraid of being sent to 
Mexico.

Mexico *is a terrible 
country where there is 
crime, corruption, car­
tels and even tiie police 
persecute you,* he said. 
•They say that people 
who think about enter­
ing illegally won't have 
a chance, but at the 
same time 1 don't have 
a sponsor.... I came to 
tiiis country to work. 
1 didn't come here to 
play.-

The numbers of mi­
grants crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border has 
risen dramatically dur­
ing Biden's first two 
years in office. There 
were more than 2.38 
million stops during 
the year that ended 
Sept. 30, tiie first time 
the number topped 2 
million. The adminis­
tration has struggled 
to clomp down on cross­
ings, reluctant to take 
hard-line measures 
that would resemble 
those of the Trump ad­
ministration.

The policy changes 
announced this past 
week are Biden's big­
gest move yet to con­
tain illegal border 
crossings and will turn 
away tons of thousands 
of migrants arriving at 
tiie border. At the same

time, 30,000 migrants 
per month from Cuba, 
Nicaragua, Haiti and 
Venezuela will get the 
chance to come to the 
U.S. legally as long as 
they travel by plane, 
get a sponsor and pass 
background checks.

The U.S. will also 
turn away migrants 
who do not seek asy­
lum first in a country 
they traveled through 
en route to the U.S. Mi­
grants ore being asked 
to complete a form on a 
phone app so that they 
they can go to a port of 
entry at a pre-sched- 
uled date and time.

Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas told report­
ers aboard Air Force 
One that tiie admin­
istration is trying to 
’incentivize n safe and 
orderly way and cut out 
the smuggling orga­
nizations,* saying tiie 
policies are *not a ban 
at all* but an attempt 
to protect migrants 
from the trauma that 
smuggling can create.

The changes were 
welcomed by some, 
particularly leaders in 
cities where migrants 
havebeen massing. But 
Biden was excoriated 
by immigrant advocate 
groups, which accused 
him of taking measures 
modeled after those of 
tiie former president. 
Administration officials 
disputed that charac­
terization.

For all of Iu3 interna­
tional travel over his 50

years in public service, 
Biden has not spent 
much time at the U.S.- 
Mexico border.

The only visit that 
the White House could 
point to was Biden's 
drive by the border 
while he was campaign­
ing for president in 
2008. He sent Vice Pres­
ident Karoola Harris to 
El Paso in 2021,butshe 
was criticized for large­
ly bypassing tiie action, 
because El Paso wasn't 
tiie center of crossing 
that itis now.

President Barack 
Obama made a 2011 
trip to El Paso, where 
he toured border op­
erations and the Paso 
Del Norte international 
bridge, but he was Inter 
criticized for not going 
back a3 tens of thou­
sands of unaccompa­
nied minors crossed into 
tiie U.S. from Mexico.

Trump, who made 
hardening immigra­
tion a signature issue, 
traveled to tiie border 
several times. During 
one visit, he crammed 
into a small border sta­
tion to inspect cash and 
drugs confiscated by 
agents. During a trip 
to McAllen, Texas, then 
the caster of a growing 
crisis, he made one of 
his most-often repeat­
ed claims, that Mexico 
would pay to build a 
border wall.

American taxpayers 
ended up footing the 
bill after Mexican lead­
ers flatly rejected the 
idea.

As legal pot grows, more kids sickened by edibles at home
By fonet-Afeccia________
AP Health Writer

(AP) - The number of

Sg kids, especially 
ers, who acciden­

tally ate maryuann- 
lnced treats rose sharp­
ly over five years as pot 
became legal in more 
places in the U.S., ac­
cording to a study pub­
lished Tuesday.

More than 7,000 con­
firmed cases of kids 
younger than 6 eating 
marijuana edibles were 
reported to the nation's 
poison control cra­
ters between 2017 and 
2021, climbing from 
about 200 to more than 
3,000 per year.

Nearly a quarter of 
tiie children wound up 
hospitalized, some se­
riously ill, according to

a new analysis in the 
journal Pediatrics.

And those are just 
tiie reported cases, said 
Dr. MaritTweet, a med­
ical toxicologist with 
the Southern Illinois 
Srh ool of M edi cine, who 
led the study.

Coses at kids eat­
ing pot products such 
as candies, chocolate 
and cookies have coin­
cided with more states 
allowing medical and 
recreational cannabis 
use. Currently 37 U.S. 
states permit use of 
marijuana for medical 
purposes and 21 states 
regulate adult recre­
ational use.

Tweet called for 
greater vigilance by 
parents and for more 
laws like those adopt­
ed by several states to

make pot products — 
often packaged to look 
like kids' candies and 
snacks — less appeal­
ing and accessible to 
children.

'When it's in a candy 
form or cookie?, people 
don't think of it m the 
same way as household 
chemicals or other tilings 
a child could get into” 
she said "But people 
should really be flunking 
of it as a medication.”

Tweet and her col­
leagues analyzed re­
ports to tiie National 
Poison Data System, 
which includes tiie na­

tion’s 55 regional poi­
son control centers. 
More than half of the 
children were toddlers, 
ages 2 and 3, the study 
showed More than 90% 
got the edibles at home.

“They’re tiie ones 
starting to explore and 
to get up and move 
around,” she said.

Of more than 7,000 
reports, researchers 
were able to track the 
outcomes of nearly 
5,000 cases. They found 
that nearly 600 kids, 
or about 8%, were ad­
mitted to critical care 
units, most often with

depressed breathing 
or even coma. Nearly 
15% were admitted to 
non-critical care units 
and more than a third 
were seen in emergen­
cy rooms. Drowsiness, 
breathing problems, 
fast heart rate and 
vomiting were the most 
common symptoms.

The results are not 
surprising, said Dr. 
Brian Schultz, a pedi­
atric emergency physi­
cian at Johns Hopkins 
Medicine in Baltimore. 
He previously worked 
at Children’s National 
Hospital in Washing­

ton, D.C., where he and 
his colleagues treated 
kids who had eaten pot 
edibles “almost on a 
daily basis," he said.

Reports and hospi­
talizations rose during 
tiie last two years of 
the study, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
More children were at 
home, with more op­
portunities to find pot 
treats, Tweet said. With 
marijuana more widely 
legal, parents may have 
felt less stigma seeking 
help from poison cen­
ters and health care 
providers, she added.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input bearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 n.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
uot be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nrereelsler by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alton, at daltoo@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input bearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in tbe bearing, the language of tbe interpreter.

To nrereglster by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) tbe dale and time of tbe bearing at which you wish to testify, (3) llie phone 
number you will be using to call into tbe public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you canbe reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the bearing, the language of tbe interpreter.

Reouests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the bearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregisteriug to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one persou may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do uot wish to testify but want to listen to the public input beariug(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s)you 
want to iistea to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

Hie deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at tbe public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list" in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format aud cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.S988

http://www.rldgwayrecord.com
mailto:daltoo@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Game commission seeks help 
with turkey flock sightings

The Pennsylvania 
Game Commission is 
asking for the public’s 
help in finding turicey 
flocks to trap for ongo­
ing turkey projects.

The agency is encour­
aging Pennsylvanians 
to report the locations 
of any turkey flocks 
they see between now 
and March 16. Informa­
tion is being collected 
online at https://pgc- 
datacollection.pa.gov/ 
TurkeyBroodSurvey.

Visitors to that web­
page will be asked to 
p ovide the date of the 
sighting, the location, 
and the type of land 
(public, private or 
unknown) where birds 
are seen, among other 
thinga

Game commission 
crews will visit sites 
to assess them for the 
potential to trap tur­
keys

Turkeys will not be 
moved. Instead, they'll 
simply be leg-banded 
and released on site. In 
four Wildlife Manage­
ment Units, some also 
will be outfitted with 
GPS transmitters, then 
released back on site 
to be monitored over 
time.

Trapping turkeys 
during winter is part of 
the conunission’s ongo­
ing population monitor­

ing as well as a large- 
scale turkey study.

Just like the last 
three winters, the com­
mission will put leg 
bands on male turkeys 
statewide Hunters who 
harvest one of those 
turkeys, or people who 
find one dead, are asked 
to report the band num­
ber by either calling 
the toll-free number or 
emailing the game com­
mission using the email 
address on the band. 
New on this year’s leg 
bands is a website for 
directly reporting the 
information bito the 
database

“These data give us 
information on annu­
al survival rates and 
annual spring harvest 
rates for our population 
model and provides the 
pel's on reporting infor­
mation on when and 
approximately where it 
was banded," said Mary 
Jo Casalena, the game 
commission's turkey 
biologist.

The game commission 
is also attaching GPS 
transmitters to a sam­
ple of turkeys in man­
agement units 2D, 3D,
4D and 5C; on approxi­
mately 160 hens and 100 
males total The four 
study areas have differ­
ent landscapes, turkey 
population densities, 
and spring hunter and 
harvest densities.

“We’re studying tur­
key population and 
movement dynamics, 
disease prevalence and 
other aspects that may 
limit populations," 
Casalena said.

The studies are being 
done In partnership 
with Penn State Univer­
sity and the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wild­
life Futures Program.

The population and 
movement portion of 
that work is looking 
at how landscape and 
weather impact hen 
nest rates, nest success, 
poult survival, preda­
tion, habitat use and 
movement.

The disease portion of 
the study examines how 
disease prevalence var­
ies based on landscape 
and impacts things like 
the survival and nesting 
rates of hens of differ­
ent agea

This is accomplished 
by collecting blood.

tracheal, feces and 
skin from turkeys that 
receive backpack-style 
transmitters at the time 
of capture.

The study will contin­
ue next winter for both 
males and females, and 
continue through 2025 
for hens, so that in the 
aid, the Game Commis­
sion will monitor more 
than 400 females and 
more than 200 males

Researchers from Penn 
State University and the 
University of Pennsyl­
vania's Wildlife Futures 
Program will interpret 
the data collected Biol­
ogists from Maryland, 
New Jersey and Ohio 
also have joined the 
study this year.

“It is the largest 
turkey project we've 
ever conducted with 
the hope of answering 
many questions regard­
ing current turkey 
population dynamics," 
Casalam said.

Finding birds to trap 
is key to accomplishing 
the work. Thaf 8 where 
the public comes in. 
Fortunately, Pennsylva­
nians have a history of 
helping hi this way.

Last winter's Wild 
Turkey Sighting Survey 
was extremely useful to 
staff for locating trap­
pable flocks, Casalena 
said

Fire agencies adjusting to higher fuel costs
BY NICHOLAS VBJCILLA 

NEW CASTLE ftV/S

While gas prices are 
down from their $4 
high-water mark from 
earlier in the year, the 
cost of diesel fuel is 
still sky high.

The average cost of 
a gallon of unleaded 
fuel in Pennsylvania is 
$3,630 a gallon, while 
diesel is $5,644 a gal­
lon, according to AAA, 
compared to a year 
ago when the prices 
were $3,626 and $3,918, 
respectively.

To account for any 
potential rise in fuel 
costs, the New Castle 
Fire Department bud­
geted $123,000 for fuel 
in their proposed 2023 
budget

The same amount was 
budgeted for 2022, with 
the department as of
September, spaiding 
$90,529.99.

Chief Mike Kobbe 
said when budgeting for 
fuel, he wanted to be

safe and overestimate 
on the amount allocated 
rather than be short.

Those figures repre­
sent a department with 
a proposed budget of 
more than $2.5 million 
with a staff of full-time 
and casual workers.

What does the high 
gas prices mean for 
smaller volunteer com­
panies and departments 
who receive little to 
no money from their 
mimicipal governments 
and rely entirely on 
donations and fundrais­
ers?

Sam Haines, the assis­
tant chief and treasurer 
for the Volant Volun­
teer Fire Company, said 
the situation for every 
fire agency is different

He said the Volant 
VFC is completely 
self-sufficient, receiving 
no funding from Volant 
Borough minus workers 
compensation.

Haines said the com­
munity gives generous­
ly every year.

The company decid­
ed to add a fifth major 
fundraiser event in 
2022, on top of other 
smaller drives which 
has allowed them to be 
maintain their services 
despite the increase in 
costa

Haines said t Imre 
are some departments 
in the county where 
the costs are divided 
between them and the 
municipalities, such as 
with the Nesliannock 
Township Volunteer 
Fire Company and 
Shenango Area Fire 
District.

There are other 
departmenta like in 
New Castle and Ellwood

City Fire Department 
where essentially all 
costs are paid for by the 
mimicipal (ties, so risini 
costs in fuel would gen 
erally affect the local 
governments over the 
departmenta

However, for smaller 
departmaita the vast 
majority of fimding 
comes from fundraising 
and community dona- 
tiona

Haines said the com­
pany, as well as the 
other fire agaicies hi 
the county, are appre­
ciative of the communi­
ty’s support year after 
year and that those 
donations enable than 
to operate.

FOR THE RECORD _

Sunrise 7.44 am. 
Sunset: 512 pm.

WEATHER 
TONIGHT! Mostly dear 

Low; 27.
TOMORROW: O/ercast, 
sprinkles or flurries 
possible.

High 43

LOTTERY
PENNSYLVANIA

SATURDAY EVENING 
WILD CARD: 2

Pick 2:31 
Pick 3:962 
Pick 4:1344 
Pick 3:43711 
Cash 3:4-14-17-30-40 
Match 0:19-23-33-36-41-42 

SATURDAY MIDDAY 
WILDCARD: 2 

Pick 2.14 
Pick 3:060 
Pick 4:4546 
Pick 3:02031
TreasureHunt 4-0-14-24- 
26

SUNDAYEVENING
WILDCARDS

Pick 2:03 
Pick 3:004 
Pick 4:1023 
Picks: 63942 
Cash 3:9-17-20-34-35 
Match o: 16-29-36-37-43-46 

SUNDAY MIDDAY 
WILDCARD: 2 

Pick 2:06 
Pick 3:079 
Pick 4:0427 
Picks: 13156
Treasure Hunt 6-11-17-19- 
22

OHIO
SATURDAY EVENING

Pick 3:924
Pick 4:3100
Picks: 70435
Rolling Cash 3:1-6-7-33-35
Lotto: 2-19-34-30-46-47
Kicker: 645944

SATURDAY MIDDAY 
Pick 3:664 
Pick 4:5746 
PIckS: 20546

SUNDAYEVENING 
Pick 3:303 
Pick 4:8231 
pick s: 55510 
Rolling Cash 3:6-9-12-29- 
36

SUNDAY MIDDAY
Pick 3:711 
Pick 4:9595 
Pick 3:01603

MULTI-STATE 
Powerball: 35-36-44-45-67 
Power Ball: 14 
PowerPlay:3x

Correction
•Local. Shenango Town­

ship sup ervisor s I ast week 
changed the name of 
Shenango Park Drive, which 
islocated off Old Pittsburgh 
Road, to Primrose Place. The 
location of the road was in­
correct in Saturday's edi bon. 

Police 
STATE

•AccidenL PatridaA.Ahmer, 
59. of Struthers, Ohio, was 
southbound on South State­
line Road in North Beaver 
Ttwn ship somebme before 
1132pm Decl7whendielost 
control of her 2004 Lincdn 
Tavn Car on the icy roadway 
and stnjdcauhlitypole Police 
said Ahmer suffered a minor 
injury and had been transport­
ed to a Mercy SL Elizabeth 
Hospital Boardman before 
they arrived on the scene 
The car sustaned moderate 
front-end damage and was 
towed from the scene. Also 
respondingwere the depart­
ments from Wampum and 
North Beaver Township. Noga 
Ambulance and DeTs Towing

•Accident Police found a 
2010 Jeep Cherokee near the 
bottom of a hill off the2700 
block of Harlansburg Road. 
Scott Towndiip. att)6 am. 
Dec 16. The vehicle had faled 
to negobate a curve and went 
off the road, through a ditch 
and down a hill, striking sev- 
erd dirubs and trees Police 
I earn ed that a man had ar­
rived and the scene and taken 
th e op erator away b efote their 
arrival, but that throutfi in- 
vesbgabon they idenbfied the 
driver of the Jeep as Mylinda 
A. McDanel.27.ofNew Caslle. 
who had sustained minor 
injury. Had ansburg Road 
was closed while the car was 
removed from Ihe scene. Noga 
EMS. the Scott and Hickory 
Township fire departments. 
McDan el's Towing and Jacob's 
Towingalso responded.

Majority of 16k canceled Pa. 
mail-in ballots were from Dems
HARRISBURG (AP)- 

New data from Pennsyl­
vania's elections agency 
shows an early Novem- 
ber state court decision 
that barred mail-in 
ballots without accurate 
handwritten dates on 
their exterior envelopes 
resulted In otherwise 
valid votes being thrown 
out.

The Department of 
State said this week 
more than 16,000 mail-in 
ballots were disquali­
fied by county officials 
because they lacked 
secrecy aivelopes or 
proper signatures or 
dates. Democratic vot­
ers, who are much more 
likely to vote by mall, 
made up more than two- 
thirds of the total can­
celed ballots.

The agency said 8,250 
Pennsylvania mail-in 
ballots were rejected 
because the)' were rent 
in without being con­
tained within a secrecy 
envelope, making it 
impossible for them to 
be tabulated without 
putting voter privacy at 
risk.

The remain big 7,904

invalidated ballots were 
tossed out because the 
exta'ior envelopes used 
to rend in those ballots 
did not have the voters' 
signatures, or because 
those exterior envelopes 
were either undated or 
improperly dated.

Many counties, but not 
all, worked with vota's 
to “cure" undated bal­
lots.

Those fixed ballots 
were counted and are 
not among the number 
of rejected ballots now 
being reported by the 
Department of State.

Some people whose 
mail-in ballots were 
thrown out in the high- 
stakes November elec­
tion may not be aware 
that happened.

“In many counties, 
vota's who provide their 
email address when 
applying for a mail bal­
lot automatically receive 
email notifications 
with status updates on 
their ballot, including 
whether their ballot was 
canceled," Department 
of State spokesperson 
Ellen Lyon said in an 
email.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will Ire held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in Ihe henring: (1) yon must dial the toll-free numlier listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN numlier when instructed to do so, nlso listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the Inuring.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 n.n
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. II'you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may prcrcgislcr by 
emuil or by phone.

To urerceistcr by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant. Dnniclu Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (I) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify. (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To nrcrccistcr l>v nlionc. please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing:
(I) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input bearing, (4) a phone number where you can be readied 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the heuring, the language of the interpreter.

Kcmicsts for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register loo close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will mukc every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance prercgistcring to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify hut want to listen to the public input hcaring(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dnlbnn@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-35511 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input bearings is Tucsdny, January 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed cxhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at mnlong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17, 2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “ftdi-scrvice list" in die attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed cxhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that docs 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who arc deaf or hearing-impaired: 1,800.654.5988_____________

https://pgc-datacollection.pa.gov/
https://pgc-datacollection.pa.gov/
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dnlbnn@pa.gov
mailto:mnlong@pa.gov


2 www.kanerepublican.com
Monday, January 9,2023

The Kane Republican

Woman gets 3 years in bogus good 
Samaritan online fundraiser

MOUNT HOLLY, 
N.J. (AP) — A New Jer­
sey woman who plead­
ed guilty to helping 
her boyfriend spread a 
feel-good story about n 
homeless veteran that 
arnered more titan 
400,000 in online do­

nations has been sen­
tenced to three years 
in prison on state theft 
charges.

Burlington County

firosecutors say Kate- 
yu McClure, 32, wasn't 

present in the Mount 
Holly courtroom Friday 
because she is serv­
ing a one-year federal 
term in the case. Her 
state prison term will

run concurrently and 
the former transporta­
tion department worker 
will be barred from ever 
working again as a New 
Jersey public employee.

Prosecutors said Mc­
Clure and her then-boy­
friend, Mark D’Amico, 
came up with the good 
Samaritan story in No­
vember 2017, claiming 
that homeless veteran 
Johnny Bobbitt Jr. had 
given his last $20 to 
McClure when her car 
ran out of gas on an 
interstate exit ramp in 
Philadelphia.

The three conducted 
newspaper and televi­
sion interviews and

solicited donations, os­
tensibly to help Bobbitt, 
through a GoFundMe 
campaign they named 
“Paying It Forward," 
prosecutors said. Pros­
ecutors said the cam-

ign raised more than
00,000 from about 

14,000 donors in about 
a month and at the time 
was the largest fraud 
perpetrated through 
the crowdfunding plat­
form.

Authorities began 
investigating after Bob­
bitt sued Uie couple, 
accusing them of not 
giving him the money 
They eventually deter­
mined that all of the

money was spent by 
March 2018, with large 
chunks spent by Mc­
Clure and D'Amico on 
a recreational vehicle, 
a BMW and trips to ca­
sinos in Las Vegas and 
New Jersey.

D’Amico, 43, pleaded 
guilty in December 2019 
and was sentenced to 
five years in state pris­
on, a term also running 
concurrently with an 
earlier federal term. He 
and McClure have both 
been ordered to fully 
reimburse GoFundMe. 
Bobbitt was sentenced 
to probationary federal 
and state terms.

Biden inspects busy port of entry along US-Mexico border
By Colleen Long
Associated Press

EL PASO, Texas (AP) 
— President Joe Biden 
inspected a busy port 
of entry along the UJS.- 
Mexico border on Sun­
day his first trip to the 
region after two years 
in office os Republicans 
hammer him for being 
soft oil border security 
while the nimiber of mi­
grants crossing spirals.

Biden watched ns 
border officers in El 
Paso demonstrated how 
they search vehicles for 
drugs, money and other 
contraband. In a sign of 
the deep political ten­
sions over the immigra­
tion, Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott handed 
Biden a letter upon his 
nrrival that said the 
“chaos” nt the border 
was the “direct result* of 
the president's failure to 
enforce federal laws.

Biden planned to 
spend a few hours in the 
city, currently the big­
gest corridor for illegal 
crossings, in large part 
to Nicaraguans fleeing 
repression, crime and 
poverty in their coun­
try. They are among 
migrants from four 
countries who are now 
subject to quick expul­
sion imder new rules 
enacted by the Biden ad­
ministration in the past 
week that drew strong 
criticism from immigra­
tion ndvocates.

The president met 
with border officials to

discuss migration as 
well as the increased 
trafficking offentanyi 
and other synthetic opi­
oids, which are driving 
skyrocketing numbers 
of overdoses in the U.S.

Biden was sched­
uled to visit the El Paso 
County Migrant Servic­
es Center and meet with 
nonprofits and religious 
groups that support mi­
grants arriving to the 
U.S. It was not clear 
whether Biden would 
talk to any migrants.

Biden's announce­
ment mi border security 
and his visit to the bor­
der are aimed in part 
at quelling the politi­
cal noise and blunting 
the impact of upcoming 
investigations into im­
migration promised by 
House Republicans. But 
any enduring solution 
will require action by 
the sharply divided Con­
gress, where multiple ef­
forts to enact sweeping 
changes have foiled in 
recent years.

From El Paso, Biden 
was to continue south 
to Mexico City, where he 
and theleaders of Mexico 
and Canada will gather 
on Monday and Tuesday 
for a North American 
leaders summit Im­
migration is among the 
items on the agenda. 
The challenge facing 
the US. on its southern 
border requires coop- 
eration among multiple 
countries, a sign that 
diplomacy will matter 
as much ns internal U.S.

policies.
In El Paso, where 

migrants congregate at 
bus stops and in parks 
before traveling on, bor­
der patrol agents have 
stepped up security be­
fore Biden's visit.

“I think they’re trying 
to send a message that 
the/re going to more 
consistently check peo­
ple’s documented status, 
and if you have not been 
processed they are go­
ing to pick you up," said 
Ruben Garcia of the An­
nunciation House aid 
group in El Paso.

Migrants and asylum- 
seekers fleeing violence 
and persecution have 
increasingly foimd that 
protections in the Unit­
ed States are available 
primarily' to those with 
money or the savvy to 
find someone to vouch 
for them financially.

Jose Natera, a Ven­
ezuelan migrant in El 
Phso who hopes to seek 
asylum in Canada, said 
he has no prospects for 
finding a U.S. sponsor 
and that he’s now re­
luctant to seek asylum 
in the U.S. because he's 
afraid of being sent to 
Mexico.

Mexico “is a terrible 
country where there is 
crime, corruption, car­
tels and even the police 
persecute you,” he snid. 
They' say that people 
who think about enter­
ing illegally won’t have 
a chance, but at the 
same time I don’t have a 
sponsor.... I came to this

country to work. I didnt 
come here to play."

The numbers of mi­
grants crossing the U.S.- 
Mexico border has risen 
dramatically during 
Biden’s first two years in 
office. There were more 
than 2.38 million stops 
during the year that 
ended Sept. 30, the first 
time the number topped 
2 million. The adminis­
tration has struggled to 
clamp down on cross­
ing?, reluctant to take 
hard-line measures thnt 
woidd resemble those of 
the Trump administra­
tion.

The policy changes 
an noun (id this post 
week are Biden’s biggest 
move yet to contain ille­
gal border crossings and 
will turn away tens of 
thousands of migrants 
arriving at the border. 
At the same time, 30,000 
migrants per month 
from Cuba, Nicaragua, 
Haiti and Venezuela 
will get the chance to 
come to the U.S. legally 
as long as they travel by 
plane, get a sponsor and 
pass background checks.

The U.S. will also turn 
away migrants who do 
not seek asylum first in 
a country tiiey traveled 
through en route to the 
U.S. Migrants are be­
ing asked to complete a 
form on n phone app so 
that they they can go 
to a port of entry at a 
pre-scheduled date and 
time.

Homeland Security 
Secretary Alejandro

WEATHER

Mayorkas told reporters 
aboard Air Force One 
thnt the administration 
is trying to “incentivize 
a safe and orderly way 
nud ait out the smug­
gling organizations," 
saying the policies ore 
“not a ban at all* but an 
attempt to protect mi­
grants from the trauma 
Dint smuggling can cre­
ate.

The changes were 
welcomed by some, 
particularly leaders in 
cities where migrants 
have been mossing. But 
Biden was excoriated 
by immigrant advocate 
groups, which accused 
him of taking measures 
modeled after tluwe of 
the former president. 
Administration officials 
disputed that character­
ization.

For nil of his interna­
tional travel over his 50 
years in public service, 
Biden has not spent 
much time at the US.- 
Mexico border.

The only visit that the 
White House could point 
to was Biden's drive by 
the border while he was 
campaigning for presi­
dent in 2008. He sent 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris to El Paso in 
2021, but she was criti­

cized for largely bypass­
ing the action, because 
El Paso wasn't the cen­
ter of crossings thnt it is 
now.

President Barack 
Obama made n 2011 
trip to El Paso, where 
he toured Ixirder op­
erations and the Paso 
Del Norte international 
bridge, but he was later 
criticized for not going 
back as tens of thou­
sands of unaccompanied 
minors crossed into the 
US. from Mexico.

Trump, who made 
hardening immigration 
n signature issue, trav­
eled to the border sev­
eral times. During one 
visit, he crammed into a 
small border station to 
inspect cash and drug? 
confiscated by agents. 
During a trip to McAl­
len, Texas, then the cen­
ter of a growing crisis, 
he made one of his most- 
often repented claims, 
that Mexico would pay 
to build a border wall.

American taxpayers 
ended up footing the bill 
after Mexican leaders 
flatly rejected the idea.

Teacher shot by 6-year- 
old known as devoted to 

students
By Denise Lavoie improved and was listed
Associated Press in stable condition at a

RICHMOND; Va. (AP) 
—■ The Virginia teacher 
who authorities say was 
shot by a 6-year-old stu- 
dentis known as n hard­
working educator who is 
devoted to her students 
and enthusiastic about 
the profession that runs 
in her family, according 
to fellow teachers and 
city officials.

John Eley III, a for­
mer member of the New­
port News School Board, 
identified the first-grade 
teacher as Abby Zwer- 
uer, 25. Zwerner was 
shot Friday at Richneck 
Elementary School, au­
thorities said.

Shortly after the 
shooting, police snid Zw­
erner had life-threaten­
ing ipjuries, but she lias

Hardy
From page I

Lumber, which eventu­
ally became 84 Lumber 
(named after the town 
where it was headquar­
tered) which currently 
has more than 250 
stores nationwide.

“My father was al­
ways asking 'What's 
next?” his daugh­
ter Maggie Hardy, to 
whom he turned aver 
control of 84 Lumber 
and Nemncolin Resort, 
said in the profile. “He 
wanted to conquer the 
next challenge or make 
something even better. 
He taught us never to 
be satisfied nnd push to 
be better today than we 
were yesterday.”

“Joe was a true 
American success 
story,” former Penn-

local hospital.
Eley and other city 

officials met with teach­
ers and the principal at 
the school Friday and 
later went to the hospi­
tal, where they met with 
members of Zwerneris 
family, including sev­
eral aunts who also are 
teachers.

The family was all 
educators and said she 
was excited about doing 
the joh" said Eley who 
was recently elected to 
the Newport News City 
Council.

The custodians and 
other teachers spoke 
about how she’s a good 
teammate, she's a team 
player, she loves her 
children, she's just an 
all-around good teach­
er.”

sylvania governor and 
Homeland Security di­
rector Tom Ridge told 
the Post-Gazette. “And 
he was a true gentle­
man. He could have 
demanded to be treated 
like a tycoon, but in­
stead he wanted to be 
known as Joe.”

The family statement 
said Hardy had proven 
“that nothing is impos­
sible by willing himself 
to his 100th birthday” 
which had made the 
family “beyond proud 
of him for making this 
final accomplishment."

A funeral service for 
Hardy, whose survivors 
include eight children 
nnd 15 grandchildren, 
is scheduled Thursday 
in Westminster Presby­
terian Church followed 
by full military honors 
nnd private interment.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Coiporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate In the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 n.in. on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister aud provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nrereplster by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalbaiv@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your fust aud last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To prereglster by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing:
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input bearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the bearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregisteriug to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one pereon in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input heariug(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the beariug(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list*’ in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed cxhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that docs 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988_____________

http://www.kanerepublican.com
mailto:dalbaiv@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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TANNER HONDO* | Herald
The new Stull Nature Reserve In Hermitage had been the 42-acre homestead of long­
time city Commissioner Sylvia Stull. She left It to the city when she died In 2006.

Stull
Nature reserve honors 
commissioner's le$cy

rccMmxA-i

and the wily woman 
to serve as the board's 
president—served as a 
mentor to Plccirilli, who 
said Stull “truly cared" 
for the city.

Whether it was work­
ing with the city officials 
whom she deeply respect­
ed, such a9City Manager 
Gary Hink son, or former 
city solicitor and late 
judge Francis Fornelli, or 
the many residents who 
came to her, Plccirilli 
said Stull approached 
everything with the same 
attention to detail and 
care regarding the city.

“She ran for commis­
sioner for all the right 
reasons," Plccirilli said 
of Stull. “The best advice 
she ever gave me was to 
look at all t he fads and 
do the light tiling."

Stull passed on some of 
the knowledge and habits 
she liad learned over the 
years, such as reading ev­
ery single word of a proc­
lamation or attending all 
of the city's functiona

Stull also empha­
sized the importance of 
researching a topic as 
much as possible before 
taking action, speaking 
often with city officials 
and her fellow commis­
sioners many times to 
discuss different issues

hi one instance Stull 
asked Picdiilll to take 
her to a doctor's ap­
pointment, where Shill 
proceeded to read off 
medications and their 
side-effeds to the doctor 
— all based on research 
she had done ha-self

“Silvia always made 
sureyou did your home­
work and read all the 
material. She used to call 
almost every night at 9 to 
talk," Piccirillt said.

Board Vice President 
William Model- also 
served alongside Stull 
after Moda- joined the 
board in 2004, following 
the death of commission­
er William Scanlon.

LikePiccirilli, Moda- 
said that the city and its 
residents were the most 
important things to Stull, 
and often said “if anyone 
in the city lias a problem, 
it's my problem

Although Moder liad 
previously known of 
Stull through relatives 
and his work on the 
economic commission, 
he received a firsthand 
introduction to Stull's 
hands-on appronch to­
ward solving residents’ 
problems about a month 
into his first tarn.

"She called me while 
I was at home and said, 
‘can you pick me up and 
bring your boot9? Some­
one’s got watfv in their 
basement,"’ Moder said

Stull and Moda- visited 
a few houses that day, 
inspecting basements 
tliat were flooded with 
rainwater alter a heavy 
stoim Not only did Shill 
insist they walk around 
the basements and see 
what happened, but she

spoke with Hlnkson 
shortly alta-ward to 
prevent future basement 
floods for those residents, 
Moder said

Moda- also experienced 
some of Stull's late-night 
phone calls, especially 
since the absaice of 
email at tliat time meant 
city matters liad to be 
shared via paper packets 
and books.

"The night before any 
meeting she'd call and 
ask ‘did you read this on 
page 23?" or 'We need to 
ask about tills from that 
report,"’ Moda-said

Shill and her husband 
never had any children, 
and Moder said Stull of­
ten treated the city and 
its residents as a form of 
extended family.

Tliat's why when Shill 
liad the property donated 
to the city—the property 
tliat originally belonged 
to Stull’s family, the 
Can's, before becoming 
the home of her and her 
husband — Moda- said 
it wasn’t surprising to 
those who knew ha-.

“I think she would 
liave liked nothing better 
than to see a bunch of 
preschoola-s or kinder- 
gartners there learning 
about nature” Moder 
said

Though he's no lon­
ger on the board for­
ma- commission a- Bob 
Jazwinski worked with 
Stull during the eaiiy 
1990a

The time pa-iod was a 
difficult one for Hermit­
age, since city officials 
were still trying to recov­
er from the loss of mul­
tiple mills in the 1980s, 
resulting in widespread 
unemployment and other 
financial challenges.

“Tha-ewerealot of 
controversial decisions 
back then, like raising 
taxes and balancing the 
budget while maintaining 
our services," Jazwinski 
said "But Sylvia was al­
ways enjoyable— I never 
remembered ha- getting 
angry or mean with any­
one"

When working along­
side Stull, whetha- it was 
at a board meeting or an 
informal meeting on her 
porch, Jazwinski said 
communication with dif­
ferent people was always 
an important part of 
Stull's decision-making 
process.

Tliat’s why, aside from 
reading and researching 
issues facing the board 
Stull also tried to listen to 
the difTer0it viewpoints 
from residents, commis­
sioners and diffa-ent city 
officials as much as pos­
sible, Jazwinski said

“She worked really 
hard to understand op­
posing and competing 
views," Jazwinski said

Jazwinski said Stull's 
posthumous donation of 
her “beautiful" propa-ty 
was especially significant 
since the land belonged 
to multiple generations 
of her family until her 
passing.

“Hopefully the city can 
use it to the advantage 
of its residents and their 
quality of life;" Jazwinski 
said

The commissioners

Fatal
Pymatuning car crash 
victim ID'd as boy, 14

KOAmjA-l

Hamitage Road when 
his vehicle ran a red 
light, according to a press 
release from the Pyma- 
tun big Township Police 
Department 

This caused a vehicle 
driven by Ian Anthony, 

l28, of Greenville, to hit

the driver’s side fi-ont, 
sending Davis’ vehicle 
onto its side and hitting 
a traffic light pole, the 
release states Bothvelii-

latest action regarding 
the propa-ty came during 
their Nov. 22 meeting, 
when the board voted 
to officially name the 
propa-ty the Stull Nature 
Reserve

With a name now at­
tached to the property, 
Hinkson said city offi­
cials can pursue grants 
for the propa-ty, as well 
as develop a masta-site 
plan. This plan would 
provide a roadmap for 
future developmait at the 
Stull Nature Reserve.

City officials have done 
some work on the p-op- 
erty over the years, such 
ns planting a garden and 
cleaning up some detal- 
orating outbuildings, but 
a master site plan would 
precede any “significant’’ 
development that may 
take place at the proper­
ty, Hinkson said.

A kiosk was also built 
at the site by local Eagle 
Scout Brady Myers.

Hermitage Director of 
Recreation and Commu­
nity' Evaits Jessica Gotch 
said the name change 
to Stull Nature Reserve 
will betta- reflect what 
the propa-ty lias to offa- 
as city officials develop 
programming for the 
property.

Hinkson said city 
commissi on as had pre­
viously decided to use 
the property for passive 
recreation and environ­
mental education.

Like David L. Dye on 
Facebook or email him at 
ddye@sliaronherald.com.

Biden inspects US-Mexico border
By COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press

EL PASO, Texas — 
President Joe Biden 
walked a muddy stretch 
of the U.S.-Mexico borda- 
and inspected a busy port 
of entry Sunday on Ills 
first h ip to the region 
afta- two years in office; 
a visit shadowed by the 
fraught politics of immi­
gration ns Republicans 
blame him for record 
numbers of migrants 
crossing into the country.

At Ills first stop, the 
president observed ns 
border officers in El Paso 
demonstrated how they 
search vehicles for drugs, 
money' and other contra­
band Next, he traveled 
to a dusty street with 
abandoned buildings and 
walked along a metal bor­
da- faice that separated 
the U.S. city fi-om Ciudad 
Juarez

His last stop was the 
El Paso County Migrant 
S a-vices Centa-—Init 
there were no migrants 
in sight. As he learned 
about the serv ices offered 
there, he asked an aid 
woiker, “If I could wave 
the wand what should I 
do7’ The answer was not 
audible

Biden’s nearly four- 
horn-visit to El Paso was 
highly controlled He 
encountered no migrants 
except when Ills motor­
cade drove alongside the 
border and about a dozen 
wa-e visible on the Ciu­
dad JuArez side His visit 
did not include time at 
a Border Patrol station, 
where migrants who 
cross illegally are arrest­
ed and held before their 
release He delivered no 
piblic remarks.

The visit seened de­
signed to showcase a 
smooth operation to pro­
cess legal migrants, weed 
out smuggled contraband 
and humanely h eat those 
who have enta-ed ille­
gally, creating a count- 
er-narrative to Republi- 
cans’ claims of a crisis 
situation equivalent to on 
open borda:

But Ills visit was likely 
do little to quell critics

President Joe Biden walks with U.S. Border Patrol 
agents along a stretch of the U.S.-Mexlco border in El 
Paso, Texas, Sunday.

fi-om both sides, includ­
ing immigrant advocates 
who accuse him of estab­
lishing cruel policies not 
unlike those of his hard­
line p-edecessor, Donald 
Trump

In a sign of the deep 
tensions ova- immigra­
tion. T^xas Gov. Greg 
Abbott, a Republican, 
landed Bidai a letter as 
soon as he touched down 
in the state that said the 
“chaos" at the border was 
a “direct result" of the 
president’s failure to en­
force federal laws Bidai 
lata- took the letter out of 
his jacket pocket during 
his tom-, telling reporters, 
"I haven’t read it yet"

House Speaka- Kevin 
McCarthy dismissed 
Biden’s visit as a “photo 
op,” saying on Twitter 
that the Republican 
majority would hold the 
administration “account­
able for creating the most 
danga-oua border crisis 
in Amaican history."

El Paso County Judge 
Ricardo Samaniego 
welcomed Biden’svisit 
but said a current lull in 
arrivals prevented t lie 
president fi-om seeing 
liow large the group of 
newcoma-s has been.

Elsewhere in El Paso 
where Biden did not visit 
hundreds of migrants 
wae gathered Sunday 
outside the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church where 
they liave been sleeping 
outdoors and receiving

three meals a day fi-om 
faith groups and other 
humanitarian organiza­
tions.

The migrants included 
several pegnant women, 
including Karla Sainz, 26, 
eight maitlis along. She 
was traveling in a small 
group tliat included ha- 
2-year-old son, Joshua. 
Sainz left ha- three oth­
er cliildrai back home 
in Venezuela with her 
mother.

"I would ask President 
Bidai to help me with a 
permission or soinetliing 
so we can work and con­
tinue;" she said

Juan Tovar, 32, one 
of seva-al people in her 
group suggested he also 
liad political reasons fa- 
leaving his home country.

"Socialism is the 
worst" he said “In Ven­
ezuela. they kill us, they 
torturous, we can’t talk 
bad about the govern­
ment We are worse off 
than in Cuba."

El Paso is currently 
the biggest corridor for 
illegal crossings, in large 
part due to Nicaraguans 
fleeing repression, crime 
and poverty in their 
country. They are among 
migrants frail four coun­
tries who are now subject 
to quick expulsion undo- 
new rules enacted by the 
Biden administration in 
the past week that drew 
strong criticism fi-om fin- 
migration advocates.

Davis suffered minor 
injuries, as did a front 
seat passenger.

The other rear pas­
senger in Davis’ vehicle 
was taken to the hospital 
with serious injuries, and 
Anthony suffered moder­
ate injuries, the release 
states.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nrcregister by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Danicla Albnn, at dalban$pa.gov, and
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the dale and lime of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To nrcregister by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing:
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into die public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests fnr Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, wc will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance prcrcgistcring to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us nil the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in die same household, but wc will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hcaring(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban{?/?pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and die hcaring(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure wc have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline fur signing up fur the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibil(s) to 
Judge Long at malong(Zr'pn.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list” in die attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed cxhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that docs 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who arc deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800,654.5988____________

mailto:ddye@sliaronherald.com


2 vAw/smdailypresscomThe Daily Press
Monday, January 9,2023

Sen. Dush to chair Senate State Government Committee
HARRISBURG 

Senate President Pro 
Tempore Kim Ward (R- 
39) appointed Sen. Cris 
Dush (R-25) to several 
standing Senate com­
mittees for the 2022-23 
Legislative Session.

Dush will serve as 
chairman of the Sen­
ate State Government 
Committee, a commit­
tee on which he served 
ns vice chairman dur­
ing the 2021-22 session.

The State Govern­
ment Committee has 
broad oversight over 
the executive branch, 
including the Office of 
the Governor, the De­
partments of State and 
General Services, ns 
well ns the Civil Ser­
vice, Historical and 
Museum, and State 
Ethics Commissions. 
The committee is also 
responsible for devel­
oping and approving

legislation relating to 
campaigns and elec­
tions, ethics and trans­
parency in state gov­
ernment, constitutional 
amendments, and state 
procurement and land 
sales.

The senator will re­
main on the Intergov­
ernmental Operations 
Committee, but ns vice 
chairman. Dush was 
chnir of that commit­
tee during the 2021-22 
session following his 
appointment in August 
2021. He oversaw an 
investigation of the in­
tegrity of the 2020 elec­
tion in Pennsylvania, 
which served to better 
inform the legislature 
about potential future 
actions to be considered 
to improve the state’s 
election system, with 
that effort focused on 
being legally sound and 
proceeding in a careful.

2023 photo contests 
announced for Pa. Great 

Outdoors
The Pennsylvania 

Great Outdoors Visi­
tors Bureau is pleased 
to announce their line­
up of photo contests for 
2023. The five themes 
are Fantastic Food, 
Pets in the Outdoors, 
Family Outdoor Ad­
ventures, Fall Foliage, 
and Honoring History

The Fantastic Food 
photo contest runs 
now through Febru­
ary 28, 2023. Pets in 
the Outdoors pho­
tos can be submitted 
from March 1, 2023, 
through May 31, 2023. 
Pictures of Family 
Outdoor Adventures 
will be accepted from 
June 1, 2023, un­
til August 31, 2023. 
Snapshots of Fall Foli­
age in Pennsylvania’s 
Great Outdoors region 
will be accepted from 
September 1, 2023, 
through November 30, 
2023. The final contest 
period for Honoring 
History is from De­
cember 1, 2023, until 
February 29, 2024. Fi­
nalists’ photos for each 
contest period will be 
posted on online with 
the four entries re­
ceiving the most votes 
winning the following 
cash prizes: 1st Place 
$100, 2nd Place $75. 
3rd Place $50, and 4th 
Place $25.

To enter complete 
the entry form and 
upload your photos at 
VisitPAGO.com/con- 
test. The only require­
ments are that the 
photo meet the photo 
contest theme and 
must be taken in Jef­
ferson, Elk, Clarion,

2023 Photo 
Contests

• Fantastic Food
• Pets In tha Outdoors
• FamJy Outdoor Adventure*
• FalFobg*
• IKJOCmg I Bi TOry

Forest, or Cameron 
Counties.

*Our photo contests 
are very popular with 
travelers and locals 
alike. These contests 
give people the chance 
to show off their pho­
tos highlighting the 
natural beauty, people, 
plnces, rich history, and 
events of the region 
during each season. 
-John Straitiff-Execu- 
tive Director Pennsyl­
vania Great Outdoors 
Visitors Bureau.

The Pennsylva­
nia Great Outdoors 
Visitors Bureau is a 
member ship-based 
travel promotion orga­
nization serving five 
coimties in Northwest 
Pennsylvania: Camer­
on, Clarion, Elk, Forest, 
and Jefferson Coun­
ties. The mission of the 
Pennsylvania Great 
Outdoors Visitors Bu­
reau is to design and 
implement marketing 
strategies/programs 
with the specific intent 
of increasing overnight 
travel-related expendi­
tures and awareness of 
the region ns the home 
of “Endless Outdoor 
Adventure".

Photo submitted

thoughtful and trans­
parent manner. The 
committee will contin­
ue its efforts to review 
proposals to restruc­
ture and streamline all 
aspects of state govern­
ment.

He will also return os 
a member of the Gome 
and Fisheries and 
Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Prepared­

ness committees, on 
which he was a mem­
ber during the 2021-22 
session, and the Local 
Government Commit­
tee, for which he was 
chairman during the 
prior session.

Additionally, he will 
serve as a member of 
the Appropriations and 
Judiciary committees 
during the 2022-23 ses­
sion.

The Appropriations 
Committee reviews all 
legislation for its fis­
cal impact and ploys a 
crucial role in negotiat­
ing and developing the 
state budget. Each year, 
the panel holds a series 
of public hearings with 
leaders of state depart­
ments and agencies to 
6tudy the governor’s 
budget proposal and 
ensure taxpayer dollars

ore being utilized prop­
erly.

The Judiciary Com­
mittee considers n wide 
range of issues per­
taining to Pennsylva­
nia’s criminal justice 
system. The commit­
tee examines and ad­
dresses a heavy load 
of legislative proposals 
which are referred, and 
engages in efforts that 
increase justice, fair­
ness, and the protection 
of fundamental rights. 
The committee works 
closely with matters 
that involve the Penn­
sylvania Attorney Gen­
eral’s Office, Office of 
Victim Advocate, Penn­
sylvania Deportment of 
Corrections, Board of 
Pardons, Pennsylvania 
Parole Board, Pennsyl­
vania Commission on 
Sentencing and Penn­

sylvania Commission 
on Crime and Delin­
quency. The senator’s 
newfound position on 
this committee will al­
low him to better advo­
cate for his upcoming 
anti-human trafficking 
efforts.

Dush responded to 
the appointments say­
ing: “I’m honored and 
humbled by the confi­
dence Sen. Ward has 
shown in me by these 
appointments. The ad­
dition of the Appro­
priations and Judiciary 
committees to my plate, 
I feel, are a reflection of 
my commitment to the 
fiscal stewardship of 
the people’s money and 
to the constitutional re­
sponsibility to protect 
the people of the com­
monwealth.”

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for au iucrease in rates. Telephonic public input bearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.iu.

To participate In the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when Instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public Input hearings, please prereglslcr by 4:00 n.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify iu the order in which they preregister. You may prcregistcr by 
email or by phone.

To nrereglster by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, aud 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require au interpreter 
to participate iu theheariug, the language of the interpreter.

To preregister by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
uumberyou will be using to call into the public input beariug, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) youremail address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to proside us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but waut to listen to the public input heariug(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name aud the hearing(s) you 
want to listentoso we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you inteud to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list" in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instmetions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988______________

Today. in Hist ory
Today is Monday, Jnn. 9, the 

ninth day of 2023. TTiere are 356 
day3 left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jnn. 9, 2015, French security 

forces shot and killed two al-Qnidn- 
linked brothers suspected of carrying 
out the rampage at the satirical 
newspaper Chnrlie Hebdo that had 
claimed 12 lives.

On this date:
In 1788, Connecticut became 

the fifth state to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution.

In 1793, Frenchman Jean Pierre 
Blauchard, using a hoLair balloon, 
flew from Philadelphia to Woodbury, 
New Jersey.

In 1861, Mississippi became 
the second state to secede from the 
Union, the same day the Star of the 
West, n merchant vessel bringing 
reinforcements and supplies to 
Federal troops at Fort Sumter, 
South Carolina, retreated because of 
artillery fire.

In 1913, Richard Milhous Nixon, 
the 37tli president of the United 
States, was born in Yorba Linda, 
California.

In 1914, the County of Los 
Angeles opened the country’s first 
public defender’s office.

In 1916, the World War I Battle 
of Gallipoli ended after eight months 
with an Ottoman Empire victory ns 
Allied forces withdrew.

In 1945, during World War II, 
American forces began landing on 
tlie shores of Lingayen Gulf in the

Philippines ns the Battle of Luzon 
got underway, resulting in an Allied 
victory over Imperial Japanese 
forces.

In 1951, the United Nations 
headquarters in New York officially 
opened.

In 1958, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, in his State of the Union 
address to Congress, warned of tlie 
threat of Communist imperialism.

In 1972, reclusive billionaire 
Howard Hughes, speaking by 
telephone from tlie Bahamas to 
reporters in Hollywood, said a 
purported autobiography of him, as 
told to writer Clifford Irving, was a 
fake.

In 1987, the White House 
released a January 1986 
memorandum prepared for President 
Ronald Reagan by Lt. Col. Oliver L. 
North showing a link between U.S. 
arms sales to Iran and the release of 
American hostages in Lebanon.

In 2003, U.N. weapons inspectors 
said there was no ‘smoking gun” to 
prove Iraq had nuclear, chemical 
or biological weapons but they 
demanded that Baghdad provide 
private access to scientists and fresh 
evidence to back its claim that it 
had destroyed its weapons of mass 
destruction.

In 2005, Mahmoud Abbas, the No. 
2 man in tlie Palestinian hierarchy 
during Yasser Arafntts rule, was 
elected president of the Palestinian 
Authority by a landslide.

In 2020, Chinese state media

said a preliminary investigation into 
recent cases of viral pneumonia had 
identified the probable cause as a 
new type of coronavirus.

Ten years ago: Vice President 
Joe Biden heard personal stories of 
gun violence from representatives 
of victims groups nnd gun-safety 
organizations at the White House 
ns he undertook to draft tlie Obama 
administration’s response to the 
shooting at a Connecticut elementary 
school. The Seastrenk Wall Street, a 
commuter ferry, made a hard landing 
into a Manhattan pier, iqjuring 85 
people. No one was elected to the 
Baseball Hall of Fame; for the second 
time in four decades.

Five years ago: Downpours sent 
mud and boulders roaring down 
Southern California hillsides that 
had been stripped of vegetation by n 
gigantic wildfire; more than 20 people 
died nnd hundreds of homes were 
damaged or destroyed. Breitbart 
News Network announced that 
Steve Bannon was stepping down ns 
chairmnn after his public break with 
President Donald Trump.

One year ago: Seventeen people, 
including eight children, died after a 
firespnrkedbynmnlfunctioningspnce 
heater filled n high-rise npnrtment 
building with smoke in the New York 
City borough of the Bronx; it was tlie 
city’s deadliest blaze in three decades. 
Comedian nnd actor Bob Snget, best 
known for his role on the sitcom “Full 
House,” was found dead in a hotel 
room in Orlando, Florida. (A medical

examiner later determined that 
Saget died from an accidental blow 
to the head, likely from a backward 
fall.) Dwayne Hickman, an actor nnd 
TV executive remembered for his 
role ns TV’s Dobie Gillis from 1959 
to 1963, died of complications from 
Parkinson’s at his Los Angeles home; 
he was 87.
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College scam mastermind 
Rick Singer gets 3.5 years in prison

ByALANNA DURKIN RICHER
Associated Press

BOSTON — The mas­
termind of the nationwide 
college admissions bribery 
scheme that ensnared celeb­
rities, prominent business- 
people and other parents 
who used their wealth and 
privilege to buy their kids’ 
way into top-tier schools was 
sentenced to 3 1/2 years in 
prison Wednesday.

The punishment for Rick 
Singer, 62, is the longest 
sentence handed down in 
the sprawling scandal that 
embarrassed some of the na­
tion’s most prestigious uni­
versities and put a spotlight 
on (he secretive admissions 
system already seen as rigged 
in favor ofthetich.

Prosecutors had sought 
six years behind bars, noting 
Singer’s extensive coopera­
tion that helped authorities 
unravel the entire scheme. 
Singer began secretly work­
ing with investigators in 
2018 and recorded hundreds 
of phone calls and meetings 
that helped authorities build 
the case against dozens of 
parents, athletic coaches and 
others arrested in March 
2019.

Those sent to prison for 
participating in the scheme 
include “Full House” actor 
Loti Loughlln, her fashion 
designer husband Mossimo 
Giannulli, and "Desperate 
Housewives” star Felici­
ty Huffman. Coaches from 
schools including Yale, Stan­
ford, Georgetown and UCLA 
admitted to accepting bribes.

“The conduct in this case 
was something out of a Hol­

lywood movie," Massachu­
setts U.S. Attorney Rachael 
Rollins told reporters alter 
the sentencing.

Singer also was ordered to 
pay mote than 510 million in 
restitution to the IRS and for­
feit millions mote in money 
and assets to the government 
He was ordered to report to 
prison in February.

Although Singer’s coop­
eration helped authorities se­
cure the convictions of a slew 
of defendants, prosecutors 
noted that he also admitted 
to obstructing the investiga­
tion by tipping off several of 
his clients who were under 
government scrutiny. He was 
never called by the govern­
ment as a witness in the cases 
that went to trial.

In seeking leniency for 
Singer, defense attorney 
Candice Fields told the judge 
that her client took great per­
sona! risk by wearing a wire 
to record meetings for inves­
tigators and “did whatever 
was necessary” to assist the 
government. Fields had re­
quested three yea’s of proba­
tion, or if the judge deemed 
prison time necessary, six 
months behind bars.

“The investigation only 
achieved die notoriety it did 
because dozens of influen­
tial and sometimes celebrity 
defendants were prosecuted” 
and that only happened be­
cause of Singer, Fields said.

Singer apologized to his 
family, the schools he embar­
rassed in die public eye and 
the students he worked with 
over the years. He promised 
to spend the test of his life 
woikbg to make a positive 
impact in people's lives.

“My moral compass was 
warped by the lessons my 
father taught me about com­
petition. I embraced his be­
lief that embellishing or even 
lying to win was acceptable 
as long as there was victory. 
I should have known better,” 
he said.

Singer pleaded guilty in 
2019 — on the same day 
the massive case became 
public — to charges includ­
ing racketeering conspiracy 
and money laundering con­
spiracy. Dozens of others 
ultimately pleaded guihy to 
charges, while two parents 
were convicted at trial.

Authorities in Boston be­
gan investigating the scheme 
alter an executive under 
scrutiny for an unrelated se­
curities fraud scheme told in­
vestigators that a Yale soccer 
coach had offered to help his 
daughter get into the school 
In exchange for cash. The 
Yale coach led authorities to 
Singer, whose cooperation 
unraveled die entire scheme.

For years, Singer paid off 
entrance exam administrators 
or proctcxs to inflate students’ 
test scores and bribed coach­
es to designate applicants as 
recruits in order to to boost 
their chances of getting into 
the school

Coaches bi such sports 
as soccer, sailing and tennis 
took btibes to pretend to re­
cruit students as athletes, re­
gardless of dies ability- Fake 
sports profiles were created 
to make students look like 
stars In sports they some­
times didn’t even play. The 
bribes were typically fiin- 
neied through Singer’s sham 
charity, allowing some par­

ents to disguise the payments 
as charitable donations and 
deduct the payments from 
their federal income taxes.

Singer took in mare than 
$25 million Horn his clients, 
paid bribes totaling mare 
than $7 million and used 
more than $15 million of his 
clients' money for his own 
benefit, according to prose­
cutors.

Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Stephen Frank told the judge 
that if she failed to impose a 
significant prison sentence, 
it would send a “devastating 
message that fimid pays and 
obstruction of justice pays.’’

“This defendant was re­
sponsible for the most mas­
sive fraud ever perpetuated 
on the higher education sys­
tem In the United States," 
Frank said.

Before Singer, the tough­
est punishment had gone to 
former Georgetown tennis 
coach Gordon Ernst, who 
got 2 1/2 years In prison for 
pocketing more than 53 mil­
lion in bribes.

Punishments for the par­
ents have ranged from pro­
bation to 15 months behind 
bars, although theparent who 
received that prison sentence 
remains free while he appeals 
his conviction.

One parent, who wasn’t 
accused of werking with 
Singer, was acquitted on all 
counts stemming from accu­
sations that he bribed Ernst 
to get his daughter Into the 
school. And a judge ordered 
a new trial fa former Uni­
versity of Southern Califor­
nia water polo coach Jovan 
Vavic, who was convicted of 
accepting bribes.

Daughter of 
former US 
intelligence 

director guilty 
of murder

THE WASHINGTON POST, 
YftGP-M, WHC-7V

ROCKVILLE, Md. — 
The daughter of famer U.S. 
intelligence directa John 
Negroponte has been found 
guilty of fatally stabbing 
3 24-year-old man after a 
drunken argument inside a 
Marylandhome.

A Montgomery County 
jury on Tuesday convicted 
Sophia Negroponte, 29, of 
second-degree murder In the 
February 2020 death of You­
suf Rasmussen, news outlets 
repated. She faces up to 40 
years in prison at sentencing 
on March 31.

Sophia Negroponte was 
one of live abandoned or 
orphaned Honduran chil­
dren that John Negroponte 
and his wife adopted alter 
Negroponte was appointed 
as U.S. ambassador to the 
Central American country in 
the 1930s, according to The 
Washington Post

Sophia Negroponte and 
Rasmussen attended the same 
Washington high school and 
had been drinking, along 
with another person, on the 
night Rasmussen was killed, 
Montgomery County State's 
Attaney John McCarthy 
said.

They argued twice that 
night and Rasmussen left.

When Rasmussen returned 
to get hJs cellphone, Negro- 
ponte “stabbed hen multiple 
times, one being a death blow 
that severed his jugular,’’ Mc­
Carthy said.

Defense attorney David 
Moyse had urged juras to 
consider that Sophia Negro- 
ponte was so intoxicated that 
night that she couldn’t fam 
specific intent.

“Alcohol pervades this 
case from the start; it per­
vades her life,” he said, add­
ing, “and it is absolutely at 
the heart of what happened 
there that night. And it’s one 
of the maja reasons that this 
Is absolutely net a murder.”

Jurors did not find Ne- 
greponte guilty of the most 
serious charge she faced, 
first-degree, premeditated 
murder, accading to the 
Post. But they convicted her 
of second-degree murder, 
finding that she intended 'To 
inflict such serious bodily 
harm” to Rasmussen “that 
death would be the likely re­
sult”

Montgomery County Cir­
cuit Court Judge Terrence J. 
McGann ordered her bond 
reyoked, noting that Ras­
mussen was ’Taken from this 
earth, at a very young age 
with his whole life ahead of 
him, In such a horrific way.”

Wisconsin man gets life term for killing relative with ax
SPARTA, Wis. — A judge 

sentenced a Wisconsin man 
to life in plus 120 years in 
prison on Wednesday fa 
killing his step-grandfather 
with an ax and injuring two 
other people (hiring an alter­
cation at the step-grandfa­

ther’s home.
Monroe County Circuit 

Judge Todd Ziegler called 
38-yea-old Thomas Wayne 
Aspseter a selfish, remorse­
less human being with al­
most no redeeming qualities 
before he sentenced him, the

La Crosse Tribune repated.
“There is a struggle to 

find positive aspects of Mr. 
Aspseter’s character," the 
judge said.

Accading to prosecutas, 
Aspseter had been stay­
ing with his 87-year-old

step-grandfather, Bernard 
Waite, but Waite wanted him 
to leave the home in Sparta, 
acanmunhy of about 10,000 
people roughly midway be­
tween Milwaukee and Min­
neapolis.

Aspseter apparently re­

turned to the home in June 
2021 while Waite was at a 
family gathering hi Wauke­
sha and used acrowbartoget 
inside.

Waite and his brother and 
sister-in-law, Michael and 
Margaret Waite, returned

home to find Aspseter on the 
property. Bernard Waite told 
him to leave. An enraged 
Aspseter then hit Bernard 
and Michael Waite with the 
ax, striking bah of them in 
the head, and struck Marga­
ret Waite in the aim.

Stocks end higher after Fed 
meeting minutes, strongjob data

By DAMIAN JLTHQISE 
AND AUEX VEIGA
AP Business Witters

Stocks on Wall Street 
closed broadly higher 
Wednesday after wavering 
fa much of the d3y as in- 
vestas weighed the minutes 
from the Federal Reserve’s 
latest meeting of policymak­
ers and welcomed encourag­
ing data on job openings.

The maja indexes rallied 
following a government re­
port showsig that job open­
ings increased more than ex­
pected in November. Stocks 
then shed sane oftheit gains 
after the minutes from the 
Fed meeting last month un­
derscored how the central 
bank remains determined to 
keep rates high tocrush infla­
tion. The S&PSOOrose 0tS% 
after having been down 0.2% 
in the early going. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average rose 
0.4% and the Nasdaq com­

posite added 0.7%. Small 
company stocks outpaced 
the broader market, lifting 
(lie Russell 2000 index 1.2% 
higher. The Fed raised its key 
shat-term interest rate last 
month for the seventh time 
in 2022 and signaled more 
hikes to come. Still, the in­
crease was smaller than those 
announced after its previous 
four meetings, reflecting 
signs that inflation, while still 
high, has been showing signs 
of easing.

The minutes fran the 
mid-December meeting 
show that Fed officials re­
mained determined to keep 
rates high and have taken 
little comfat from inflation's 
decline from a peak of 9.1% 
in June to 7.1% inNovembet

Stocks marched higher 
prior to the 2 p.m. Eastern re­
lease of the Fed minutes after 
the government repated that 
the number of job openings 
in November was higher than

expected. While that could 
maintain pressure on the Fed 
to keep interest rates high to 
fight inflation, the resilience 
in the laba market also bol­
sters hopes on Wall Street 
that the economy can avoid 
sliding into a protracted re­
cession.

“1 think the market is try­
ing to figure out if the reces­
sion indeed comes, will it 
be a bad one,” said Jeffrey 
Roach, chief economist fa 
LPL Financial. 'T think in­
vestors are right, that if we 
do fall into a recession, it’s 
na going to be a deep and 
prolonged recession.”

The latest update on job 
openings is the first set of 
employment data that Wall 
Street will get this week. 
The government will release 
its weekly unemployment 
repat on Thursday and its 
closely watched monthly em­
ployment repat, for Decem­
ber, on Friday.

Cuban migrants flow into Florida 
Keys, overwhelm officials

By CODY JACKSON AND 
TERRY SPENCER
Associated Press

KEY LARGO, Fia. — 
More than 500 Cuban im­
migrants have came ashae 
In the Flaida Keys since the 
weekend, the latest in a large 
and increasing number who 
are fleeing the communist is­
land and stretching thin U.S. 
border agencies both on land 
and at sex

It is a dangerous 100-mile 
(160-kilometer) trip in often 
rickety boats — unknown 
thousands having perished 
over the years — but more 
Cubans are taking the risk 
amid deepening and com­
pounding political and eco­
nomic crises at home.

A smaller number of Hai­
tians are also fleeing their 
country’s economic and po­

litical woes and arriving by 
boat in Florida.

The Coast Guard tries to 
interdict Cuban migrants at 
seaandretuin them. Since the 
U.S. government’s new fis­
cal year began Oct. 1, about 
4,200 have been stopped at 
sea — or about 43 a day.

That was up from 17 per 
day in die previous fiscalyear 
and just two per day (hiring 
the 2020-21 fiscal year.

But an unknown number 
have made it to land and will 
likely get to stay.

*1 would prefer to die to 
reach my dream and help my 
family. The situation in Cuba 
is na very good," Jeilet del 
Tao Diaz told The Miami 
Herald sliatly after coming 
ashore Tliesday in Key Lar­
go.

The Department of Home­
land Security said it would be

issuing a statement Wednes­
day, but had not yet done so.

Dry Tahigas National 
Park, agroup of seven islands 
70 miles (110 kilometers) 
west of Key West, remained 
closed to visitas Wednes­
day as the U.S. evacuated 
migrants who came ashae 
there earlier in the week.

Namatiy, about 255 tour­
ists a day arrive by boat and 
seaplane to tour the islands 
and Fort Jefferson, which 
was built 160 years ago. Of­
ficials did na know when it 
would reepen.

Ram6n Raul Sanchez with 
the Cuban-American group 
Movimiento Democracy 
went to the Keys on Wednes­
day tocheck on the situation.

He told The Associated 
Press that he met a group of 
22 Cubans who had just ar­
rived.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
TheRiblieUtility Commission (RJC) will hold a public hearing ceoommg the NationalRtelGas 
Dlsributbn Corporation request fer an hcreasem rates. Telephonic public hputheamgswiH beheld on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:10 pm.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 pun.

Toptrdcipaie la tfaefa wring: (1) you must dial the tdl-free amber Kited bdnr; (2) you tout entg 
a PEI Dumber when Instructed to doso, akolbtedbdow; and (3)you muit speak your name when 
prompted Thetdephoaeiyrtem wfll connect you toththetrkg,

Toll-free CaifaeneeNutnber 866.566.0649 
Passcode 83345259
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mimberyouwillbeushgto call into the public hput hearing, (4)aphone number where ycu esi be readied 
prior to thehearisg if we needto contact you, (5)your onaO adiess, ifyouhsveone,sid(6)ifycu require 
m intapretg to participate h thehearing, the language of die htgpretg.
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register too dose to the heaing date, we may not have enough tine to srrwige fee si interpreter. If you 
request an werpreter.wew!!! make every reasMuMeefTottto hm one present.

If ycu need assisteiee pcregiaertig to testify, you may have someoneregutg foryou,bat they wBI need 
to provide us all he information listed above Additionally, if more than wie posers h ycur household 
would like to tealfy, one person may preregb® fee ceher individuals h the me household, but we w3t 
need the hformakc for each individual.
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Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testily. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.
To nreregister hv email, nlease email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.
To preregister bv phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be 
reached prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if 
you require an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.
Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.
If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need to 
provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household would 
like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will need the 
information for each individual.
If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) 
you want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to 
accommodate all callers.
The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.
If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) 
to Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17, 2023. In your email to Judge Long you must 
copy all individuals listed in the “frill-service list” in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with 
these instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.
AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988
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Prison education program grants
By Eddie Trizzlno
Eagle Staff V,tiler

Matt Clayton estimates 
that about 30% to 40% of 
people in the Butler Coun­
ty Prison do not have a high 
school diploma or equiva­
lent

As the reintegration 
program coordinator at 
the prison. Clayton works 
with inmates to help form 
a treatment plan to help 
reduce the potential for 
recidivism once their sen­
tence is up. Education is 
one way to reduce that po­
tential, he said.

“Employment is one of 
the biggest barriers to re­
ducing recidivism. A lot of 
times you don't qualify for 
jobs without a GED," he 
said. “The adult literacy 
program comes in twice 
a week. We put together a 
treatment plan where they 
can choose to take the plan 
or not”

Barb Gade, grant direc­
tor of Butler County Com­
munity College's adult

Butler County Community College started a prison education program about four years ago. 
The program has college professors enter the prison to lead regular classes to help inmates 
earn ttielr degrees. burer eagle file photo

literacy program, said Ute 
school started a prison ed­
ucation program aboutfour 
years ago. The program has 
college professors enter 
the prison to lead regular 
classes to help inmates 
earn their degrees.

She said it has been 
relatively popular with in­
mates.

"We have 19 going for 
a high school diploma 
outside of prison, 12 reg­
istered in prison," Gade 
said. “Prisoners can

choose to come to the pro­
gram. People who get their 
GED in prison have less re­
cidivism."

The Community Rein­
tegration Program is an 
offender program that 
was established in June

2012 for inmates serving a 
sentence of at least three 
months at the Butler Coun­
ty Prison, according to the 
Butler County website. The 
GED program is separate 
from the reintegration pro­
gram but has similar ben­
efits to its participants.

Clayton said teachers 
come to the prison four 
times a week to teach up 
to 20 inmates at a time, a 
schedule that started in 
October. He said the class 
sessions operate in a man­
ner similar to typical high 
school classes.

“I monitor the class for 
security purposes, but the 
instructor and inmates are 
respectfril to each other," 
Clayton said. "It adds some 
structure to the day, and 
they look forward to it"

Inmates can take classes 
for ns long os they want 
while in the prison, and the 
GED test is available when 
they are ready.

"1 put them through the 
GED test and I proctor that 
for them," Clayton said. "I

GEDs
test them when they feel 
like they're ready. We 
throw them a little bit of a 
graduation, we give them a 
diploma.”

The process of prepar­
ing for the exam is differ­
ent for everyone, Clayton 
said, because people in 
the prison can have vastly 
different backgrounds and 
life experiences.

He said many have been 
out of school for a long 
time, so the teachers and 
other personnel in the re­
integration program “have 
to be a support person" to 
those who want to learn.

Clayton said there are 
several benefits for peo­
ple in taking GED classes 
while in prison, because it 
demonstrates their drive 
to improve while serving 
their sentence.

"We try very hard to get 
them through," Clayton 
said. “It shows your judges 
and your treatment team 
you are taking the steps to 
improve your life."

$5M in scholarships 
for state employees
By Steve Cukovlch
Eagle StalfWiter

Gov. Tom Wolf and the 
Pennsylvania State System 
of Higher Education Foun­
dation announced that the 
Wolf administration will 
pprovide $5 million in grant 
funds for a new scholarship 
program for state employ­
ees and their dependents 
who are pursuing higher 
education at a state system 
university.

The PASSHE Founda­
tion, a 501(eX3) nonprofit or­
ganization that operates in 
service of the State System 
of Higher Education, will 
develop and implement the 
scholarship program.

In the beginning of the 
spring 2023 term, com­
monwealth employees and 
eligible dependents will be 
able to apply to the PASSHE 
Foundation for a grant of

up to $2,000 per academic 
year for fall-time students 
and up to $1,000 for part- 
time students. Scholarship 
funds may be used for ex­
penses including tuition, 
room and board.

"I am proud to launch 
this scholarship program 
to support our employees 
— and their families — in 
achieving their dreams for 
a higher education," Wolf 
said. "An essential part 
of building effective gov­
ernment is supporting the 
employees who serve their 
fellow Pennsylvanians ev­
ery single day. These folks 
do the hard work of the 
commonwealth, and I am 
proud of the ways that we 
hare modernized state em­
ployment to ensure we can 
attract and retain great em­
ployees who do their best 
for their fellow Pennsylva­
nians everyday."

IN BRIEF
Stale Police: Zero 
fatalities during 
New Year's holiday

The Pennsylvania State 
Police investigated 401 
motor vehicle crashes dur­
ing the New Year’s holi­
day weekend from Dec. 
30 through Jan. L None of 
these crashes included fa­
talities; 103 people were 
injured.

State troopers arrested 
356 individuals for driving 
under the influence during 
the enforcement period.

Troopers also wrote a total 
of 12,445 citations for vari­
ous traffic violations, in­
cluding speeding, seat belt 
and child seat infractions.

In Butler County, en­
forcement data from Troop 
D showed that officers re­
sponded to 16 crashes, none 
of which were fatal.

The data from TYoop D 
also included 28 DUI cita­
tions, 149 relating to speed, 
19 for seat belts and 282 oth­
er citations. There were 60 
sent belt warnings issued 
and 35 self-initiated crimi­
nal arrests.

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Kate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold n public hearing concerning the National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, Jnnuurv 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To pnrliclputc in the hearing: (I) you must dial the toll-free number listed lielow; (2) you must enter 
n PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866,566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you w ish to testify ut one of the telephonic public Input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday. January 17. 2023. If you do not prercgislcr and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testily. Individuals will testily in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nrerceistcr by email, please entail Judge Long's legal assistant. Danicla Alban, at dalban@pa.gov. and 
provide: (I) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify. (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the Innguagc of the interpreter.

To nrcregbter by plume, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(I) your first and last name. (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will Ik using to call into the public input hearing. (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if wc need to contact you, (5) your entail address, if you have one, and (6) ifyou require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register ns soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we tnay not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, wc will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they w ill need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but wc will 
need the information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hcnring(s), please eontnet Judge Long's 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure we hnve adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline Tor signing up fnr the public Input hearings Is Tuesday, .Innunry 17. 2023, at 4:00 p.m.

Ifyou intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must entnil your proposed cxhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “lull-service list" in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed cxhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deal'or hearing-impaired: I .XOO.654.59XX

The Butler Eagle Is now offering premium Banners that are perfect 
for any occasion. Banners are made of 8 mil poly synthetic material 
or 15 mil vinyl that will withstand months of exposure to the 
elements without fading or cracking. Edges are seamed and 
grommets are included for easy installation.

Announce a Big Event, 
Congratulate Someone Special 

or Promote an Advertising 
Message for Your Business.

„,<t imagine what this

Call 724>282.8000 Ext. 204 For More information Butler Eagle

mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Collapse of Bills' Hamlin deepens 
Buffalo's anguish, resolve

BUFFALO - Buffalo 
Mayor Byron Brown 
asked for a moment of 
silence on New Year's Eve 
to remember these lost to 
tragedy in 3)22 It was a 
year that had heaped mis­
eries on the city, including 
a racist mass snooting 
in the spring a deadly 
blizzard the weekena of 
Christmas and, just that 
morning, a house fire that 
killed five children.

Then, looking ahead 
to what lie hoped would 
be a better 2023, Brown 
predicted a Super Bowl 
victory for the hometown 
Bilb.

Football and the win­
ning Bills had beena 
reliable bright spot for 
Buffalonians through their 
recent travails - until 
Monday night, when team 
safety Damar Hamlin 
suffered a cardiac arrest 
after making a hard tackle 
during a nationally tele­
vised game in Cincinnati.

Suddenly, a team that 
had been a beacon of 
good news became anoth­
er source of despair

The anguish on the 
faces of Bills players as 
they watched medical 
workers restart Hamlin's 
heart was mirrored by 
legions of fens ina city

Associated Press
Jooy Wetzler (toft) and Johnny Wctzlor (right) hoid signs of support during a candlelight vigil for Buffalo Bills 
safety Damar Hamlin on Tuesday in Orchard Park.

still recovering from the trauma. - arrived on buses to Cleveland in Detroit,
catastrophic Christmas "The Bilb are often like deliver meab, handshakes "This team has ernbed-
storm that trapped people that warm hug," said Del and hugs to the grieving ded tteinselves in this
in cars, left them freezing Reid, who owns a local neighborhood. city," Tom Calderone,
in powerless homes ana apparel business and is a Wlien as much as 6 chief executive and pres-
mtl j mA,„ iu,n An r,-., well-known team booster feet of snow fell on some ident of Buffelo/Toronto
Kiuea more man w peo- M| the lha, parls of the Buffalo region Public Media, which oper-

ibmlnWteumUm tfwsnssomuch d,rings November ales public mdio and lefc-
Y«k had been looking i0y' slorm, Bills oiaven ................. ...

forward to the game as 
a release after a week of

(Ihe fBraMorb 15m 
Another Era

By MARGIE SCHELIHAMMER
10 YEARS AGO

Port Alfeganv senior Matt Bodamer already 
has been name a tire Gatorade Player of the rear 
in Pennsylvania, Class AOffensive Player of 
the Year by Pennsylvania Football News, been 
featured in Sports Illustrated and voted first- 
team Class A All- State by the Pennsylvania 
Sportswriters — so what’s one more award?
The record-breaking quarterback was named 
Pennsylvania’s Mr. Football by the Pennsylvania 
Football News Friday, an award that, if possible, 
may be even more impressive than any of the 
olliers.

50 YEARS AGO
Charles P. Grow, a Bradford architect, has 

been elected c fair man of the Kiwanis Housing 
Authority succeeding). Midiaei Mitchell, who 
served in that capacity for two years. The board 
consists of nine members and assumes the 
responsibility of financing and supervising the 
50-unit Kiwanis Court Housing prefect, which 
cost about SI million to erect onWfest Corydon 
and Bushnell streets, and today is fully occupied.

100 YEARS AGO
The value of war memories and the part they 

will play in the fives of veterans of the World 
War in the days to come were recited to members 
of Lieut. John C. Roche Post No. 212 Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and members of the Frances 
Sherman Auxiliary to the post gatiiered for the 
second annual banquet in honor of the auxiliary 
in the State Armory last night by J.W. Milligan, 
the principal speaker

joy." storm, Bills players vision stations in western
The bond between Bilb became the center of a New York and Canada, 

fans and their team grew feel-good story when they While the NFL deliber- 
partkularly strong in the took to social media with ates whether to reschod- 
1990s, as the region strug- accounts of neighbors ule the Bills-Bengals 
gled witheconomfc-and digging them out so they game, Bilb supporters 
population declines. That could leave town to play are focused on Hamlin's 
nardshiP'Coincided with - and win - theirrelo- health and looking for 
the team's heartbreaking call’d home &wk aaiinU ways to honor the team, 
heyday — a period when 
the Bills made it to four 
consecutive Super Bowls, 
only to lose them all.

The team's recent run 
of success — they've 
clinched their fourth con­
secutive playoff berth — 
is reminiscent of that peri­
od, and expectations had 
been running sky-high 
before Hamlin's frighten­
ing injury.

As Hamlin remained 
hospitalized in criti­
cal condition Tuesday,
Buffalo found itself ral­
lying behind a learn that 
had sought to be a source 
of resilier^y for its com­
munity.

After the white 
supremacist supermarket 
attack that killed 10 Black 
people in May, Buffelo 
Bills players and staff — 
along with those from 
the Sabres hockey team

Mayor Brown 
announced the dome of 
City Hal! would be lit in 
red and blue Tuesday, the 
Bills colors "to signify 
our collective prayers for 
Damar Hamlin, his family, 
die Bills organization and 
his complete recovery."

Canada's Niagara 
Parks announcedtivit 
nearby Niagara Falb abo 
would be illuminated in 
blue.

Fans gathered out­
side the Bills stadium 
in Orchard Park twice 
Tuesday for prayer ser­
vices, including one 
organized by the wife of 
retired Bilb quarterback 
Jim Kelly.

"Within the last year, 
we've been through so 
much together, it's just 
unimaginable," one per­
son said at the evening 
vigil, where others voiced 
similar messages.

Buffalo Sabres play­
ers arriving before their 
overtime win against 
the Washington Capitals 
Tuesday wore slurb 
emblazoned with "LOVE 
FOR 3," Hamlin's jersey 
number

"There's an emotional 
connection to the city 
from our team," general 
manager Kevyn Adams 
said.

Mary Friona-Cebni, 
who founded the Totally 
Buffelo website and stores 
to celebrate the region, 
said she's been inundated 
with requests for a No.
3 T-shirt from fens who 
want to sli cw support.

Real Estate j Estate & H7Us | Family low 
Criminal low j Oil «*■ Gas Lease Negotiation

814-642-5133
219 N. Main St., Port Allegany

IsBesecker a Coss
ES3SE3EEEEH

“We Built Our Business on Service“

Ptwidlng, In-Heme. Appliance Repote 
^onOm. 65 Yearn.

Servicing Cattaraugus, 
Allegany, McKean and 

Potter Counties
1553 Olean-PortvilleRoad • Oiean, NY 14760 

Mon-Hi 8am-6pm • Sat8am-Noon
716-372-0565

www.besedcerandcoss.net

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) witiliold a public hearing concerning llie National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, Jannary 19,2023 at 1:00p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 pan.

To participate in the hearing: (1) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you nrast speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866,5660649 
Passcode: 83345259

If yon wish to testify at one of the telephonic pnblic input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be 3ble to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they pretegister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To preregisterbv email, please email Judge Long's legal assistant, Danieia Alban, at datban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and hit name, {2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testily, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) If you require an interpreter 
toparticipate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To prereetaer hv phone, please cal! Judge Long's office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(l)your lira and last name, (2) die date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will beusing to cal! into the public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5}your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter toparticipate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you requite an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as poss&te. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have oneptesenl.

If you need assistance Reregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person In your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the information far each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone 3t 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
want to listen to so weean ensure we have adequatecaller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, Jannary 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at matong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the ‘lull-service list” in the attached parties’ lid. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibh(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in tbeMP4fonnat and cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Sendee number for persons who me deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

http://www.besedcerandcoss.net
mailto:datban@pa.gov
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:matong@pa.gov
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LOCAL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Brad Reicftard/R-A

JAMESTOWN - Jamestown's Cameron Keyser drives to 
the basket against Cochranton on Wednesday at 
Jamestown High School.

Jamestown’s big second 
half gives them the win 

over Cochranton
Record-Argus staff reports

Boys’ Basketball
Jamestown 73, Cochranton 65

JAMESTOWN - The Jamestown Muskies defeated the 
Cochranton Cardinals in a high scoring non-region game 
at “Hie Tank" at Jamestown High School 73-65 on 
Wednesday.

In a high-scoring game, the Muskie's fourth quarter 
14-15 performance at the foul line earned them the win. 
with Cameron Keyser securing eight of his game-high 27 
points at the foul line to close the final frame.

Jamestown took an 18-14 lead in the quarter, however 
the Cardinals recorded four tliree-pomters in the second 
quarter to give them a 37-31 lead at the break.

See Local, Page B2

WRESTLING
Commodore Perry tops 

Cambridge Springs 51-17

Michael Lindfay/R-A

PERRY TOWNSHIP - Commodore Perry's Leyton Zacherl (top) seeks to pin Cam­
bridge Springs William Marcaeu on Wednesday at Commodore Perry High School.

By MICHAEL LINDSAY
mtindsay@
recordargusnews.com

PERRY TOWNSHIP - 
The Commodore Perry 
Pantliers wrestling team 
won its match 51-17 over 
the Cambridge Springs 
Blue Devils on Tuesday at 
Commodore Perry High 
School.

The Panthers improve 
their season record to 8-2 
and their league record to 
3-0. Cambridge Springs 
only had enough wrestlers 
for seven matches on 
Wednesday night.

Commodore Perry won 
four of the seven sets 
against Cambridge 
Springs.

“I always told our kids 
that we’re never going to 
apologize for our wins, 
even if it’s not as crisp as 
we’d like it to be," said 
Panthers’ head coach 
Kevin Drew. "Cambridge 
has some good kids, and 
they rose up tonight and 
wrestled well against us. 
They definitely brought 
the fight to us, and we re­
sponded fairly well, but 
there are always areas for 
improvement, and we'll 
keep working on improv­
ing.”

Owen Reynolds got 
things going in the right 
direction for the Panthers 
as he pinned Blue Devils’ 
Dakota Newell in an im­
pressive 38 seconds. 
Reynolds’ pin was the 
quickest of the night; the 
only match that came 
close was Commodore 
Perry's Mitchel Tingley’s 
pin in 47 seconds.

Leyton Zacherl and 
Hunter Geibel won their 
matches for the Panthers.

Zacherl pinned Blue Dev­
ils’ William Marceau at 
1:57 of the first period.

“Our wrestlers are ex­
cellent because they’re ex­
cellent to each other and 
outstanding practition­
ers,” said Drew. “All the 
kids, they want to im­
prove, be better and be the 
best they can be, and 
that’s what we preach.

They’re all outstanding, 
even our backups, every­
thing. I told them we win 
as a team and we lose as a 
team. So even kids that 
didn’t wrestle tonight are 
still part of that as part of 
our success."

Commodore Perry’s 
Shane Yeager may have 
lost his match, but he gave 
a spirited effort wliile on

the mat
Yeager got in trouble 

early in the first period 
and was in danger of being 
pinned. Yeager stretched 
himself to his limits arch­
ing his back upwards with 
his head and feet on the 
mat.

Before getting in any 

Sec Tops, Page B2

CAVALIERS
Evan Mobley hits late 

jumper, Cavaliers 
beat Suns 90-88

CLEVELAND (AP) — Evan Mobley's 14-foot jumper 
with four seconds left — off an assist from Donovan 
Mitchell — helped the Cleveland Cavaliers rally for a 90- 
88 victory Wednesday night over the Phoenix Suns, who 
lost their fourth straight

Mitchell finished witli just 20 points two nights after 
scoring 71. But on Cleveland’s final possession, he drove 
and fed Mobley, who calmly knocked down his shot in his 
return after missing two games with a sore ankle.

The Suns had a chance to tie it, but Mikal Bridges 
missed a jumper in the final second. Mitchell snared the 
rebound and fired the ball to the other end in celebration.

Caris LeVert scored 21 points to lead the Cavs, who 
spent most of the night chasing the Suns. Mitchell was 
just 6 of 20 from the field (3 of 12 on 3s) after liis historic 
performance on Monday.

diris Paul scored 25 points and Deandre Ayton added 
15 points and 18 rebounds for Phoenix, which went just 
1-5 on a trip and dropped to 4-12 since Dec. 5. The Suns 
have struggled without injured All-NBA guard Devin 
Booker, out with a groin strain.

Cleveland was without All-Star guard Darius Garland, 
who missed his third straight game with a sprained right

Sec Jumper, Page B2
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Gkl*' DMtelbal
R«at Lstetfe n. 7 p m.
Mjimi a Conmodaa F«ny 7 pm 
KuaradyCKhtftcri Jarv-iCaun. 7.1Spm. 
GtMrvft, U Svppaiy Rj*. 730pm.

Friday. January 6 
Boys’ Darla bal

CanmadTs Perry at West IMJrtei, 7
pm
Rocky Gtaw at Mercer. 7:15 pm 
Jrmetionn atLVeter*. 715 pm 
CB cay a Oreenv.Je, 7 30pm

Saturday. January 7 
Boys'Oaitotial

Pater trine CKrijIiai a Jsnesaosn. 2pm
Monday. January 9 
Otis'Darketbal

ne,r«-dt at West M. Jdeser. 7 pm 
COTmodcre Perry at Fare I, 7 pm* 
La*erS?nr at Kennedy Cstnrfc. 7.16 pm. 
JanisiOMi at Met cur, 7.15 pm 
Hldrcey * OreenV.Se. 720 pm 

Dctya'Bastabal
lare/iew si Ven m go CsJhtr c, 7.15 p m. 

Tuesday. January 19 
Boys' Dash,bal 

Reyr-cids at Roc*y Qro.e, 7pm 
LsXesirn atCcrrmodae Perry. 7 16 pm* 
Mercer a Kennedy Ca*ctc» 7.16 pm 
0>eerg! Jailor Reputtc « Jvnetfonn, 
716 pm
OreenMe * CH Ciy. 720 pm

Werbeaday, January It 
Otis’ DaaVetbal 

Jsrrestann at Weed.rV. 7.16 pm. 
Wresting

Convnodae Perry at Franttn, 7 pm * 
Green,-As * Mercer, 7pm 
Sharp*J»e si Rejhddv 7 pm 

Thursday. January 12 
Otis'Baste Ural 

Mercer d P.e,n3J* 7 pm 
Kennedy Cdhtf-c d Ccmmodern Perry 7 
pm
West tJ&teui at Ldevtser. 715 pm 
Fanes at Jsmeslxn, 7 16 pm.
Harbor Creek at GwenvAe, 7.30pm 

Wrssllng
Qteerrrde TVUnuWl d HonlandHlgti 
Schad. 6pm

Friday. January 13 
Boys' Daskaball

Kennedy Cdhc&c d Reyndda. 7 pm 
Corenodae Perry at George Jjrior 
RepvblA 7 pm 
Fsrrel at Mercer. 7.15 pm 
Jans s>o»n si Shsrpss IV. 7.16 p m. 

Okie' Oar leltiil
Commodore Perry at a oils!rryA.se* 7 
pm

Wreallag
Covenodae Perry M.dnlrier Mi/em d 
IUP Ko.-s'cJJr Center. 1030 am.

•Re gkn/CorJeren ce eeriest

Public Input Hcnrings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
The Public Utility Commission (PUC) will hold a public hearing concerning the Nafiorr.il Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19,2023 ut 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (I) you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when Instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) yon must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number: 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish lo testify nl one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregister by 4:00 n.m, on 
Tuesday. January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you mny 
not be able lo testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they prcrcgistcr. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nrerecister l>v email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant. Daniela Alban, af dalbanCfpa.gov. and 
provide: (I) your first and last name, (2) the date nnd time of the hearing at which you wish lo testify. (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if yon require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To nrcrcclstcr hv phone, please call Judge Long’s office nt 412-565-3550 nnd lenvc a message providing: 
(I) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of die hearing at which you wish lo testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into the public input hearing. (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior lo the hearing if we need to contact you. (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of lire interpreter.

Reuuests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register loo close to the hearing date. \vc may not have enough time to arrange for nn interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering lo testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your houscliold 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in lire same household, but we will 
need the information forcnch individual.

If you do not wish to testify but wnnt to listen to the public input hcaring(s), please contact Judge Long's 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or plume at 412-565*3550 and provide your name and the hcaring(s) you 
woni to listen to so we enn ensure we have adequate culler capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up Tor (he public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input hearing, you must email your proposed cxhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your crnnil to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “fillI-service list” in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed cxhibit(s). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in the MP4 format nnd cannot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or hearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988

http://www.recordorgusnews.com
mailto:dalban@pa.gov
mailto:malong@pa.gov
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Local/State News
Marriages
Marriage Licenses 

Nov. 4: Brian A. Blood, 
Jamestown, NY, and Melis­
sa L. Means, Warren 

Nov. 7: Michael A. An­
derson, Warren, and Carrie 
L. Wells, Warren 

Nov. 7: Dakota J. Men- 
teer, Warren, and Bridget R. 
Hamilton, Warren 

Nov. 8: Noah J. Byler, 
Sugar Grove, and Anna E. 
Yoder, Sugar Grove 

Nov. JO: Mackenzie L.

COVID...
Per 100 county residents, 

there have been 24.4 cases 
ofCOYID.

There have been 233 
COVID-related deaths in 
the county, with S3 of those 
occurring in 2022, and 
eight reported in the last 
two months of theyear.

Over the course of 
2022, there were about 
3,600 new, local cases of 
COVID-19.

More than one-third of 
those new cases - almost 
1,300 — were recorded in 
January.

Still, (here were almost 
400 cases from the begin­
ning of November to the 
end of the year.

The recent high in terms

Franklin, Warren, and Ka- 
sey A. Crane, Warren 

Nov. 14: Robert L. Han­
cock, Crestview, FI., and 
Baylee R. Govier, Grand 
Forks, ND

Nov. 14: Jason P. Har­
kins, Warren, and Margaret 
C Molloy, Warren 

Nov. 30: Matthew L.P. 
Mackay, Warren, and Rose 
M. Clarke, Warren 

Dec. 6: David M. Yoder, 
Sugar Grove, and Mary M.

of number of new cases 
was on Dec. 13, when there 
were 25, according to the 
department. There were 19 
new cases on Dec. 21.

For the last week of the 
year, the county was listed 
as an area of low communi­
ty transmission, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Vaccinations rose slight­
ly in 2022, from 17,168 
full vaccinations a year ago 
to 18,948 as of Wednesday 
-* adding about 4.5% of 

thecounty population to the 
ranks of the vaccinated A 
total of 4,174 residents had 
received bivalent boosters 
since Sept. 2, according to 
the department. Over 9,500

Miller, Sugar Grove 
Dec 7: Richard A. Perry, 

St., Warren, and Laurie A. 
Willette, Warren 

Dec. 12: Daniel J. 
Lauffenberger, Cuddy, Pa., 
and Callen B. Copley, Shef­
field

Dec. 14: Jason E. Hale, 
Warren, and Bethine A. 
Couse, Warren 

Dec. 27: Gordon S. 
Smith, Bear Lake, and Wen­
dy S. Hasbrouck, Bear Lake.

had received boosters prior 
to the development of the 
bivalent booster.

The Department of 
Health provides data on the 
vaccination situations at 
nursing home facilities.

In Warren County, there 
are three facilities listed. 
The rate of full vaccina­
tion with booster among 
patients Is 85.9% at both 
Kinzua Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center and 
Warren Manor and 90.3% 
ai lire Reuse Warren Coun­
ty Home.

Among staff, the full 
vaccination rates are 74.7% 
at the Rouse. 77.4% at 
Warren Manor, and 86.7% 
at Kinzua

Charges in Friday bust bound 
over at preliminary hearing

By JOSH COTTON
latten@timKdutntf.can

An Edinboro man charged in connection 
with a controlled buy last week in Warren 
was held for court as a result of a Wednes­
day preliminary hearing.

Matthew J. Kemper, IT, 27, was held on 
charges of possession with intent to distrib­
ute, five counts of criminal use of a commu­
nications facility and possession of a con­
trolled substance.

The burden of proof at a preliminary 
hearing is aprima facia case - the Com­
monwealth must prove that a crime was 
committed and that tlte accused was likely 
the one who committed the crime.

Last week. Warren County Drug Task 
Force agents, assisted by officers from 
Conewango Township Police, City of War­
ren Police, Warren County Sheriffs Office, 
Warren County Adult Probation, Warren 
County District Attorney's Office, and De­
partment of HomelandSecurity Investlga-

Briefs
Retirees meet Friday

The Osram Sylvania lady retirees will 
meet at 11:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 6, at Apple- 
bee's in North Warren.

Blood drive Is Jan. 11 
Community Blood Bank will hold a 

blood drive from 3 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 11, at SugarGrove Fire Department, 
! i Wilson St. “All blood types are needed, 
especially type 0 blood," according to a re-

cions, arrested Kemper near Strothers Street 
in Warren after he allegedly drove there to 
sell drugs - M30 pills.

According to Chief Warren County De­
tective Tom Kibbey, die blue M30 pills are 
branded as Percocct (oxycodone) but are 
often counterfeited and could contain fen- 
tanyl.

He said M30 pills are suspected of being 
related to recent deaths in Warren County.

Several other cases were also resolved 
during preliminary hearings on Wednesday:

• Joseph A. Krai!, 40. Warren, was also 
held for court on a count of possession of 
fire3tm protifcited.

• Dylan R. Viglo, 26, Youngsville, 
pleaded guilty toa count of disorderly con­
duct - unreasonable noise.

Charges were withdrawn against Herbert 
F. Schumann, 64, Warren. Schumann was 
charged with hindering apprehension. A 
count of disorderly conduct was re-catego­
rized as a non-traffic offense.

lease from Community Relations Specialist 
Erika DePalma.

Outdoor Club to hike 
The Allegheny Outdoor Club will hike 

the Toms Run Trail at Hearts Content on 
Sunday, Jan. 8. The group will meet at the 
parking lot at the comer of Musante Street 
and Pleasant Drive at 2 p.m. or at Hearts 
Content at 2:15 p.m. Linda Ross will lead 
the hike and can be readied at (814) 688- 
5908 with any questions.

Dangerous
Man accused of helping immigrants 
on driver’s license tests

Though the bill passed 
several times in the U.S. 
House, it couldn't pin trac­
tion in the Senate. The bill 
failed to advance this ses­
sion and was also left out of 
the omnibus spending bill. 
The Pennsylvania General 
Assembly passed its version 
of a SAJT2 Banking Ad, but 
federal prohibitions on mari­
juana still keep away finance 
and insurance companies, 
who are wary of the risk that 
could follow from state leni­
ency, but federal restrictions.

In other states with 
more-developed cannabis 
industries, the crime threat 
isn't abstract The business­
es' cash-heavy models have 
attracted unwanted attention

A report from Stop the 
Drug War noted an “unprec­
edented surge in armed rob­
beries of cannabis stores” 
that began In November 
2021 in Washington state. 
AUinall, 100 robberies over 
5 months affected 80 canna­
bis stores and left three peo­
ple dead

Expanding banking access 
for cannabis businesses, it 
argues, can drive down those 
sorts of robberies.

“Based on current incen­
tives, there is little reason 
to believe that robberies tar­
geting the back of a store 
will continue (as opposed to 
burglaries), or continue at 
(he same fevei, if cash is re­
moved from the equation,” 
the report noted ‘The peat 
majority of such robberies 
are aimed at accessing cash 
in the safe, and without cash 
or with much less of it, that 
will no longerbe lucrative.”

Most robberies were after 
cash, not the marijuana prod­
ucts on sale. Early police in­
tervention could also play a 
role.

“It's really about inves- 
tipling and identifying the 
perpetrators because it's a 
relatively small number of 
people doing multiple rob­
beries,” said David Borden, 
executive director of Stop 
the Drug War. "So if (police) 
are not following up on even

low-priority robberies, they 
may be missing the opportu­
nities to stem the problem.”

Profit margins for busi­
nesses matter as well. If tax­
es are reasoretble, businesses 
can invest in theirsecurity to 
make robberies less likely.

"It really looks like the 
ability of the business to 
spend effectively on (heir 
security make a difference,” 
Borden said

The west coast has had 
more robberies than the east 
coast. In Pennsylvania, no 
analysis has been carried out 
to determine the number of 
cannabis robberies, but one 
armed robbery occurred in 
October 2021 at a medical 
cannabis shop in Bethlehem 
Township.

Federal action may hap­
pen during the next legis­
lative session, and Toom- 
ey’s retirement won’t be a 
roadblock. His replacement, 
Democrat John Fettemian, 
has been an outspoken ad­
vocate for marijuana reform 
and legalization.

Wortman...
“T am running for the 

WCSD Board to ensure that 
young people growing up in 
our community today have 
the same educational oppor­
tunities that my grandpar­
ents, parents, siblings, and 
friends had,” Wortman said 
“Education is not a partisan 
issue. It is about making our 
school system (he best it can 
possibly be.”

Wortman said he will 
continue to serve on the 
Warren City Council until 
“either the expiration of my 
term or if given the privi­
lege, the beginning of my 
term on the school board”

He added that his council 
term is up at the end of this 
year and he is not seeking

ATV...
The department's old 

trailer was designed for 
snowmobiles and die small­
er ATV. ft was long and 
narrow and not suitable to 
the new ATV. That trailer 
had also been serving the 
county beyond its expected 
life.

"The 2018, 7-by- 
18 V-Nose dual-axle, 
heavy-duty lighting trailer 
equipped to become a mo­
bile command center was 
also purchased,” Fetzeck 
said.

The command center 
provisions include wiring 
for computers and televi­
sions, a whiteboard, and 
seating arrangements.

"The community bought 
this to serve the commu­
nity," Zeybel said. "The 
graciousness of this com­
munity never ceases to 
surprise me."

reelection to that post.
“My work on the War­

ren City Council demon­
strates my ability to work 
with all parties involved to 
solve problems," he said. 
"Additionally, 1 have en­
gaged with Senator, House 
members, State legislators, 
County Commissioners, 
business leaders, citizens, 
and municipal officials of 
all parties to make our com­
munity stronger.”

Wortman said he also 
continued his studies at 
Penn State at the master's

level, where his graduate 
work was incorporated as 
part of Penn State’s Holo­
caust, Genocide and Human 
Rights Education initiative.

“If I am given the priv­
ilege to serve, T will fight 
to ensure that the Warren 
County School District con­
tinues to offer rigorous aca­
demic and extra - curricular 
programming, heightens 
focus on career readiness, 
vocational education, and 
college preparedness, while 
ensuring fiscal responsibili­
ty," he said.

WILLSBUILDERS
• Complete Home Maintenance

* Interior and Exterior FtepaYs and Renovabons 
•21 Harr Emargoncv Services

•Insurance Chins • Plumbing end metro'Cretan and Bath 
* Fully Insured > References

814*723-4190 « wHlabuildersftwe9tpa.net

HIED Warren Forest Higher Education Council 
589 Hospital Drive. Su4e F 

Warren, PA 16365 
w*wH-Edorg (814)723-3222

PHLEBOTOMY
JCC February 2-May 1,2023 Mondays* Thursdays
15KS3? 8 p.m.—9 p.m,

-rrirrnrnr The locus of fois course is to 
prepare students for a

phlebotomy career: wiftin a hosp-tel, blood U -LA'? r 
donor center, doctor's office, w other *** -JsVL 

inst&t on The course w4 cover necessary siSs to be a 
phtebotomist blood wSeckn. speemn processng and storage, 

professbrsaSsm in n dinted sefting, and commiricagon sl®3. dcricaJ 
and courier as weS as reception and other dd.es To register for

this course visit* |cc coursestorm com/course/phtebotomy-3684 
For inquiries, please contact: 

yYorkforcegmeil.sunyjcc.edu or 716338.1005.

By BROOKE SCHULTZ
AsoaitidPiKilfttPoit for America 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) - A former 
Penraylvano Dtpartmert of TrareportrtfcHt em­
ployee accused by authorities of charging immi­
grants to $350 to help pass the knowledge 
test and ultimately cbtain driver’s licenses said 
Wednesday he was seeking to help them.

Angelo Carrion, 66, charged immigrants to 
furnish them with correct answers to get learn­
er's permits and ultimately secure their licenses, 
according to an affidav it. He also submitted in­
complete applications or applications that were 
net verified for immigration or citizenship sta­
tus, the chargingdocuraerts state.

Carrion was charged with 17 felony counts 
of bribery in official matters, one felony court 
each of theft by deception and criminal use of 
a communication facUiy, and ! 7 felony counts 
phis 35 misdemeanor courts of tampering with 
public records or information, Pennsylvania 
State Police announced Wednesday.

Carrion also allegedly would give art hh per­
sonal cell phone number to Spanish-speaking 
PennDOT customers so that they could set up 
appointmertx, died; on their license strtus or for 
referrals, according totheaffldavit 

Police said everyone in the investigrtion was 
in the country legally and eligible to receive li­
censes.

Reached by phone Wednesday, Carrion said 
that he plans to plead no coolest, (haigr “I felt 
that 90% of those charges were unfounded.

without merit,” he said 
He said that he asshted "certain individuals” 

who did not speak the type of Spanish that sp- 
pearedonthetest

That was my motive,lohelp there,"hesaid 
Curion said he did nd currently have an rt- 

tomey, and was wailingtosee if he wcukl quali­
fy for a pubiiedefender.

Carrion was employed at two skiver’s license 
cent us in Lancaster Couriy where he worked as 
a driver’s license examiner distant starting in 
2019; he resigned in April after an internal in- 
vestlgrtion farnd irregularities with 268 Decree 
or identification cards that Carrion allegedly 
handled between October 2021 and March 
2022, according tothe affidavit.

PoBce interviewed 35 c# the sppHearts where 
it was suspected that Carrion had tampered with 
tests or failed to verify their immigrdion status, 
(he affidavit said In interviews with the custom­
ers, mostly identified as Spanish-speaking in the 
affidavit, some allegedly failed the knowledge 
test re many® 13 times before Camion was the 
one to administer the test 

EMlice sad that many of Carrion’s customers 
were required to test again and many did not 
pass there-testing process.

Brooke Schultz is a corps member for the 
Associated Pres/Report for America State- 
heuse News Tniliartivc. Report for America is a 
nonprofit national service program that places 
journalists in local new srooms to report on un- 
dertovered issues.

Public input Hearings Rc: National Fuel Gns Rate Increase
the Public Utility Commission (PUQ will bold a public bearing concerning the Nitrons! bud Gas 
Distribution Coqrofrtiwt rcqnm for an increase in rates Telephonic public input barings will be held <w

Thursday, January 19,2023 it 1:00 p.ra.
Thursday, January 19,2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate In ike (roaring: (I) you mutt dial (be toll-free number tided below; (2) you most enter 
a PIN number when inslrurtrd In do so, also listed below; and (3) you mast speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you lo the hearing.

Toll-tree Conference Number 866.566.OOW 
Passcode STUBS')

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please p reregister by 4:00 p-m. on 
Tuesday. Jaanarr 17.2023. If you da i»l prerceistcf usd provide the mfonvarton listed below, you may 
not be able 10 testify, Individurtsxvilhestify in theotder in which they (reregister. You may prercgister by 
email or bygone.

To ormelster by email, please email fudge Long's legal assisted, Daniels Alban, ai dalbao^ya gov, and 
provide: (1) yots firs! end last name, (2) tbc dale end lane of the bearing at which you wish lo testify, (3| 
five phone number yew writ be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if yon require an interpreter 
(0 participate in (he bearing, the language of ihe interpreter

To nmegtster hv phone, please call fudge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(l | you fust end fast came, (2) the date and time of the bearing at which you wish lo testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to cal! into the public input hearing. (4) a phooc number where you can be reached 
poor to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, i f you Have e«ro, and (fi) i f you r cquh e 
an interpreter lo participate in (be bearing, the laurruage of the interpreter

Recants for Interareten: If you require *t interpreter, please pro-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close fo the hearing date, we may net have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If ywr 
mjiKst an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to Imcooe present.

If you need assistance preregisterinz to testify, you may bas e someone register for you. but they will need 
to provide us all ik information listed above. Additionally, if more than cue person in your household 
would tike to testify, one person may preregistcr for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need the informal ion for each iadivkhiaL

If yxxt do nor wish to testify* but want to listen to the public input hearths), please contact ht%e Long's 
office by email si dalbsTvSyagov or phone st 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the besting!*) you 
wsullolatolosu wesutt eusiie we l»vv«lcqiistc caller cspicfty ottlliecuitfciaxvbri^eHiaccvixuQoJale 
allesllm.

The deadline for signing up for the public Input hearings U Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 psn.

If you intend to offer any exhibit; st the public input bearing you must email your preposed exhibit(s) to 
lodge Long a mifortg4ip3.gov by Tuesday, January 17.2013. In yoar email to Judge lone mi until copy 
alt individuals listed m the “fitll-servke list” in the attached parties’ list, failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed lo present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
evidence roust k submitted m rise MP4 fnrovU are! tannat exteed 2 MB Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria Trill not be permitted

AT&T Relax* Service number for persons who are deafer karmo-intpaired l Att.654 59KI

http://www.limesobsetver.com
mailto:latten@timKdutntf.can


NATION meMeacMI'c Tribune MO 
Friday, Jamaiy 0,2023 H J

A: reaped Piess
Dryan KoUjergn who is accused of kflig foar Uihrerslty of 
Idaho stnden ts in Novmber 2022, looks towanl kis attcrnex 
paUlc defender Ana# Ti)1o; dciiag a heabg is Lafak County 
District Court oa Tkaraday is Moscow, Idaho.

Police: Idaho slaying 
suspect’s DNA found 

at crime scene
BOISE. Iddio (AP) 

— Idaho police pieced 
together DNA evidence, 
cellphone data aid sur­
veillance video to chage 
a criminology graluae 
student with the November 
siting of four University 
of Idaho undergraduates, 
according to an affidavit 
unsealed Thursday.

The affidavit says DNA 
matching thm of 28-year- 
old Bryan Kohberger was 
found on a knife sheath re­
covered a the crime scene, 
just a short drive across the 
stae border where he is 
a criminal justice doctor­
al student a Washington 
State University.

The affidavit also says 
tliat a cellphone belonging 
to Kohberger was nea the 
victims’ home on a doz­
en occasions prior to the 
killings, and tha while 
it was appaently turned 
off around the time of the 
ealy-morning attack, cell 
tower data plxe his phone 
in tha region of Idaho 
shortly afterwad

Kohberger made his first 
appeaaace Thursday in ai 
Idaho court, where he fares 
four chages of first-degyee 
murder. He did not enter a 
plea and was ordered held 
without bail.

The affidavit details a 
chilling encounter between 
one of the victims’ sur­
viving roommaes aid a 
masked intruder the nigjit 
of the tfabbings in Moscow, 
Idaho. But many questions 
remain unmswered, includ­
ing whether Kohberger and 
any of the victims knew 
eah other, aid why police 
weren’t alerted until nearly 
eigjit hours after the killings 
likely occurred.

TTaces of DNA from a 
lone male laer determined 
to be Kohberger were 
found on the button of a 
leaher knife sheah found 
in the rental home where 
the victims were killed, 
according to the affidavit 
written by Brett Payne, a 
police corporal in Moscow. 
Investigators laer closely 
matched the DNA on the 
sheah to DNA found in 
trash taken from Kohberg- 
er’s parents’ home in Penn­
sylvania, where he was a- 
rested last week.

The sheath had a Ui>. 
Maine Corps insignia on 
it, though there’s no re­
cord of Kohberger having 
served in the militay.

The atack tha occurred 
in the ealy morning hours 
of an off-canpus home hal 
spread fear throughout the 
university aid surrounding 
area for weeks, as aithori-

ties seemed stumped by the 
brutal stcbbings. Investiga­
tors made a breakthrough, 
however, after searchbgfor 
a white sedai ilia was seen 
near the crime scene around 
the time of the killings.

Surveillance footage 
captured near the off-cam­
pus house showed that a 
white sedan — laer iden­
tified as a Hyundai Elantra
— drove by the home three 
times in the ealy morning 
hours of Nov. 13, returning 
a fourth time a about 4:04 
am. Theca was nett spot­
ted on sutv eillance cameras 
leaving die victims home 
16 minutes later “a a high 
rae of speed," according 
to the affidavit. The sane 
car was laer spotted on a 
different canera headed to- 
wad Putlmai, Washington
— the town where Wash­
ington Stae University and 
Kohberger’s apartment ae 
located.

The affidavit connects 
some of die dots between 
die surveillance footage aid 
cellphone data Kohberger’s 
phone pinged communica­
tions towers in the region 
at the sane time axl in the 
sane aeas tha die white 
Elantra was seen driving in 
the hours after the killing^, 
the affidavit says.

The cellphone daa in­
cluded aiother chilling 
detail, the affidavit said: 
It pinged a cell tower near 
the victims’ neighborhood 
hours after the atak, 
around 9 am.

Latah County prosecu­
tors have said they believe 
Kohberger broke into the 
home with the intention of 
killing the victims: Kaylee 
Goncalves, 21; Malison 
Mogen, 21; Xana Ketno- 
dle, 20; aid Ethan Chapin, 
20. But investigators have 
made no public staements 
about a possible motive, or 
whether any weapons have 
been found.

Two other housemates 
were a home during the 
Nov. 13 killings, but were 
not physically harmed.

One of die uninjured 
housetnaes told investiga­
tors that she was awaken 
by noises a about 4 am., 
and thought she head an­
other housemate say some­
thing like, “there’s someone 
here.” She looked outside 
her bedroom aid didn’t see 
anything, Laer she thought 
she heard crying coming 
from Kernodle's room aid 
looked outside again. Tha’s 
when she said she heard a 
male voice say romething to 
the effect of, “it's OK, I’m 
going to help you.” accord­
ing to the affidavit

Baby
Continued reom Pape Al

Nothing was left to diaace, 
either.

“We were prepping (for 
Colt's birth) for months be­
fore,” said Dylai Thomas, 
Colt’s father.

“We hal everything in 
order before he was bom," 
Swartz said.

Everything included a first 
nane, but h wasn’t Colt, she 
said.

“It was going to be Hioe- 
nix. but we chaiged it to 
Colt,” Swartz said. “We grew 
away from it His nursery has 
a western theme and I Ike the 
western name ColL"

Thomas, who was wearing a 
Buffab Bills jersey, aid Swatz 
both chuckled when akcd if 
they thought their son would be

a football player one day.
“Some people thought I 

was gping to have a lineback­
er because of how big my 
belly was,” Swartz said with 
a laugh.

Colt isn’t the couple's first 
child.

“He’s got an older broth­
er, Michael Richard Thomas, 
who is with g^aidma rigjit 
now,” Dylan said. Colt’s 
brother, Michael, will be turn­
ing age 2 next week.

The couple and Colt re­
ceived a bag full of boy-te- 
l«ed newborn gills courtesy 
of the Meadville Medical 
Center Auxfiiay before befog 
discharged from the hospital 
Thursday.

Keith Gushard cat lx 
reached at (814) 724-6370 or 
by email al kg iishard@mead- 
vllle1ribttne.com.

Biden agenda, lithium mine, 
tribes collide in Nevada

Dos*at of trfts meatier* aad other protester! beatfag chum aadwavlag ilgai rely la treat of tho 
federal c earth oat e la Reao, Hev. On Tfaartday at a coart heartag began over a law alt teeMag to 
block ahageGthloni mine planned Bear the Nevada-Or eg cn Baa aboat 200 ailet aorth of Rea a

"Along with adjacent Oregon wild lands, 
it constitutes one of the last big blocks of 
the sagebrush sea free of development."

Katie Hto
WBdLands Defense

RENO, Nev. (AP) - Op­
ponents of the largest lithi­
um mine pinned in the U.S. 
urged afederal judge in Neva­
da on Thursday to vacate the 
U.S government’s approval 
of the project until it com­
pletes additional environmen­
tal reviews nd complies with 
all uate and federal laws.

U.S District Judge Miran­
da EXi said after a three-hour 
hearing in Reno that she 
hoped to make a decision “in 
the next couple months" on 
how to proceed in the nearly 
two-year-old legal batle over 
the Bureai of Land Manage­
ment’s approval of the mine 
Lithium Nevada Corp. plans 
near die Nevada-Oregin line.

Lawyers for the company 
and the Bureau of Land Man­
agement insisted the project 
complies with U.S. laws aid 
regilations. But they said tha 
if Chi determines it does not, 
she should stop short of vacat­
ing the a^ncy's approval aad 
allow initial work at the site to 
begin as further reviews are 
initiated.

Lawyers for a Nevada 
rancher, conservation groups 
aid Naive American tribes 
suing to block the mine said 
tha should not occur because 
any environmental damage 
would be irreversible.

Dozens of tribe members 
aid other protesters rallied 
outside the downtown court­
house during the hearing, 
beating drums and waving 
signs at passing motorists

Du has refused twice over 
the past year to grant tem­
porary injunctions sought 
by tribal leaders who say the 
mine site is on sacred laid 
where their ancestors were 
massacred by the U.S. Caval­
ry in 186S.

But Thursday’s hearing 
marked the first on the a:tual 
merits of the case. It will set 
the legal landscape going for- 
wad after the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld a 
ruling in Arizona tha voided 
federal approval of a copper 
mine.

That potentially prece­
dent-setting decision raises 
questions about the readi 
of the Mining Law of 1872

and could have a bearing on 
disposal of waste rock at the 
lithium mine in the high des­
ert about 200 miles northeast 
of Reno.

Lithium Nevada and the 
Bureai of Land Management 
say the project atop ai ancient 
volcano is critical to meeting 
growing demand for lithium 
to make electric vehicle ba- 
teries — a key part of Ptesi- 
dent Joe Biden’s push to ex­
pedite a transition from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy.

Opponents say h will de­
stroy dwindling habita for 
sage grouse, Lahontan cut­
throat trout, prongjioni ante­
lope and gilden eagles.

“Along with adjacent Ore­
gon wild lands, it constitutes 
one of the last big blocks of 
the sagebrush sea free of de­
velopment," said Katie Fite 
of WildLands Defense, one 
of the plaintiffs suing to block 
the Thacker Pass project

“We need a smart ener­

gy future that transitions our 
economy from fossil fuels 
to renewables without sac­
rificing rare species in the 
process,” said Grera Ander­
son, deputy director of the 
Western Watersheds Proj­
ect, which also petitioned in 
September for protection of 
a tiny, nearby snail under the 
Endangered Species Act

The Bureau of Land Mn- 
agement fast-uadeed the proj­
ect's approval during the final 
days of the Trump adminis­
tration. TheBiden administra­
tion continues to embrace the 
mine as part of the president’s 
clean energy agenda intended 
to combat climate change.

Demand for lithium is ex­
pected to triple by 2030 from 
2020. Lithium Nevada says 
its project is tbe only one on 
the drawing board that can 
help meet the demad.

In addition to the cultural 
and environmental concerns

about the potential impacts, 
the new 9th Circuit mlfog 
halting the Arizona mine in 
July was a focus of Thurs­
day’s hearing on the lawsuit 
filed in February 2021. She 
told lawyers on both sides she 
was interested in “the extent 
to which (that case) controls 
the outcome of this case.”

The San Francisco-based 
appellae court upheld the 
Arizona ruling that the Forest 
Service lacked authority to 
approve Rosemont Copper’s 
plans to dispose of waste rock 
on laid adjarent to the mine 
it wanted to dig on a national 
forest southeast of Tbctou.

The service aid the Bureau 
of Laid Management long 
have interpreted the Mining 
Law of 1872 to convey the 
same mineral rights to such 
lands.

The 9th Circuit agreed with 
U.S. Judge Janes Soto, who 
determined the Forest Service 
approved Roseniont’s plais 
in 2019 without considering 
w hether the compaiy had aiy 
mining rights on the neigh­
boring lands. He concluded 
the agency assumed under 
mining law tha Rosemont 
had “valid mining claims on 
the 2,447 axes it proposed to 
occupy w sth its waste rock”

Public Input Hearings Re: National Fuel Gas Rate Increase
Tbe Public Utility Commission (PUC) will bold a public bearing concerning tbe National Fuel Gas 
Distribution Corporation request for an increase in rates. Telephonic public input hearings will be held on:

Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 19, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.

To participate in the hearing: (l)you must dial the toll-free number listed below; (2) you must enter 
a PIN number when instructed to do so, also listed below; and (3) you must speak your name when 
prompted. The telephone system will connect you to the hearing.

Toll-free Conference Number 866.566.0649 
Passcode: 83345259

If you wish to testify at one of the telephonic public input hearings, please preregi ster by 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 17, 2023. If you do not preregister and provide the information listed below, you may 
not be able to testify. Individuals will testify in the order in which they preregister. You may preregister by 
email or by phone.

To nreregister by email, please email Judge Long’s legal assistant, Daniela Alban, at dalban@pa.gov, and 
provide: (1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of tbe hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) 
the phone number you will be using to call into the public input hearing, and (4) if you require an interpreter 
to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

To preregister by phone, please call Judge Long’s office at 412-565-3550 and leave a message providing: 
(1) your first and last name, (2) the date and time of the hearing at which you wish to testify, (3) the phone 
number you will be using to call into tbe public input hearing, (4) a phone number where you can be reached 
prior to the hearing if we need to contact you, (5) your email address, if you have one, and (6) if you require 
an interpreter to participate in the hearing, the language of the interpreter.

Requests for Interpreters: If you require an interpreter, please pre-register as soon as possible. If you 
register too close to the hearing date, we may not have enough time to arrange for an interpreter. If you 
request an interpreter, we will make every reasonable effort to have one present.

If you need assistance preregistering to testify, you may have someone register for you, but they will need 
to provide us all the information listed above. Additionally, if more than one person in your household 
would like to testify, one person may preregister for other individuals in the same household, but we will 
need tbe information for each individual.

If you do not wish to testify but want to listen to the public input hearing(s), please contact Judge Long’s 
office by email at dalban@pa.gov or phone at 412-565-3550 and provide your name and the hearing(s) you 
want to listen to so we can ensure we have adequate caller capacity on the conference bridge to accommodate 
all callers.

The deadline for signing up for the public input hearings is Tuesday, January 17,2023, at 4:00 p.m.

If you intend to offer any exhibits at the public input bearing, you must email your proposed exhibit(s) to 
Judge Long at malong@pa.gov by Tuesday, January 17,2023. In your email to Judge Long you must copy 
all individuals listed in the “full-service list’’ in the attached parties’ list. Failure to comply with these 
instructions may result in you not being allowed to present your proposed exhibits). Proposed video 
evidence must be submitted in tbe MP4 format and ca unot exceed 2 MB. Proposed video evidence that does 
not meet these criteria will not be permitted.

AT&T Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or bearing-impaired: 1.800.654.5988
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