BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

:








: 



v.





:

R-2022-3037141







:

C-2023-3037579
Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc.


:

PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER

On December 7, 2022, Aqua Pennsylvania Wastewater, Inc. (APW) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) Supplement No. 3 to Tariff Sewer-PA P.U.C. No. 3 (Supplement No. 3) to become effective on February 5, 2023.  On December 22, 2022, APW filed Supplement No. 5 to Tariff Sewer-PA P.U.C. No. 3 to voluntarily extend the effective date of Supplement No. 3 to February 10, 2023. Subsequently, APW filed a revised Supplement No. 3 (Revised Supplement No. 3) on January 5, 2023, to clarify eligibility for proposed rates. Revised Supplement No. 3 was filed to allow APW to establish contract rates for certain industrial wastewater customers via a rider. 

On January 11, 2023, the Office of Consumer Advocate filed a formal complaint at Docket No. C-2023-3037579.  On January 20, 2023, the Office of Small Business Advocate filed a Notice of Intervention and a public statement.    

On February 9, 2023, pursuant to Section 1308(b) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 1308(b), the Commission suspended the filing by operation of law until August 10, 2023, unless permitted by Commission Order to become effective at an earlier date.  The Commission assigned the case to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for Alternative Dispute Resolution, if possible, and for the prompt scheduling of such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a recommended decision.
On February 9, 2023, a hearing notice was issued establishing a telephonic prehearing conference for Tuesday, February 21, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., and assigning me as the presiding officer.   
In accordance with Section 333 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. § 333, and Sections 5.221-5.224 of the Commission’s regulations, 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.221-5.224, this prehearing conference order is being issued.

ORDER

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:



1.        That a telephonic Prehearing Conference shall be held on Tuesday, February 21, 2023, beginning at 10:00 a.m.  The toll-free bridge number is 877-929-1529 and the PIN number is 27666478.



2.       That absent a continuance for good cause, all parties must be prepared to participate in the scheduled prehearing conference.  Failure of a party to participate in the conference, after being served with notice of the time thereof, without good case shown, shall constitute a waiver of all objections to the agreements reached and an order or ruling with respect thereto.  


3. 
That the parties shall review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.222 and 5.224, and be prepared to discuss the schedule, possibilities for mediation or settlement, discovery issues, issues relating to the hearings that will be held, service among parties and all other procedural issues relevant to this proceeding. 


4.
That parties shall review the regulations pertaining to prehearing conferences, in particular 52 Pa.Code § 5.222(d), which provides that parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  The preparation should include, among other things, advance study of all relevant materials, and advance informal communication between the participants, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable. 


5. 
That on or before 4:00 p.m. on February 20, 2023, the parties shall serve the undersigned and each other with a Prehearing Conference Memorandum addressing:







(a)  A statement regarding possible settlement of the case, 
subject to approval of the Commission.

(b)  Any proposed modifications to the Commission’s 


discovery regulations.


(c)  A proposed schedule for litigation which provides for 
reply briefs to be filed no later than April 19, 2023; the last 
reasonable public meeting date being July 13, 2023.

(d)  Names, business addresses, and telephone numbers of 
witnesses the party expects to call and the subject matter of 
each witnesses’ testimony.

(e)  A list of the issues and sub-issues of this proceeding 
which the party intends to address and a statement of the 
party’s position on each of the issues and sub-issues listed.

(f)
The need for any public input hearings to be held in 
the service territory.

6.
That you must serve the undersigned electronically at gchiodo@pa.gov with a copy of any document that you file in this proceeding.  If you send me any 
correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties.  A copy of the Commission’s current service list of the parties to this proceeding is enclosed with this order. 

Date:  February 10, 2023 





/s/










Gail M. Chiodo







Administrative Law Judge 
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