BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION




Michele Thomas					:
							:		
	v.						:		C-2022-3034303
							:
PECO Energy Company		:



INTERIM ORDER GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

		On August 5, 2022, Michele Thomas (Ms. Thomas or Complainant) filed  a Formal Complaint (Complaint) in this matter with the Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent).  In the Complaint, Ms. Thomas indicated that the utility is threatening to shut off electric service to her residence and that she would like a payment agreement.  

		On August 24, 2022, PECO filed an Answer to the Complaint in which it denied the material allegations in the Complaint, stated that the Complainant’s bills were correct as rendered, that the Complainant’s outstanding account balance of $12,651.12 is comprised of $7,313.22 in CAP arrears, and that the Complainant has a poor payment history.  The Respondent averred that it has the right to terminate the Complainant’s service under Section 1405(c) of the Code.  66 Pa.C.S. §1405(c)  

		On December 20, 2022, an Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice was issued establishing an initial telephonic hearing for this matter for Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the presiding officer.  In anticipation of that hearing, a prehearing order was issued on January 3, 2023, setting forth various rules that would govern that proceeding.  

Paragraph 2 of the Prehearing Order advised the parties that they may request a continuance of the hearing if they have a good reason.  The Prehearing Order also advised that “[t]o request a continuance, you must submit a written request (a “motion”) at least five (5) days before the hearing.”  The Prehearing Order further advised that the request should state whether the other party agrees to the request, or if the party does not know. 

On February 13, 2023, Respondent sent an email message to OALJ requesting a continuance of the hearing scheduled for February 21, 2023 due to a conflict with her work schedule.  To cure the Complainant’s failure to follow the instructions included in the Prehearing Order, OALJ forwarded  the Complainant’s request for a continuance to counsel for PECO.  On February 14, 2023, PECO counsel advised OALJ that the Respondent did not object to the Complainant’s request for continuance. 

Section 5.483 of the Commission’s regulations provides presiding officers with the authority to regulate the course of proceedings.  52 Pa.Code § 5.483(a).  

Upon review of the Complainant’s request, I find that she has established good cause justifying a continuance of the February 21, 2023 hearing.  In addition, the Respondent has expressed no objection to the motion.  Therefore, the Complainant’s request for continuance will be granted and the hearing will be rescheduled for Monday, March 30, 2023 at 10:00 a.m., a date and time agreed to by the parties and communicated to OALJ via email correspondence dated February 14, 2023.  


ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:


1. That good cause exists for the hearing scheduled for February 21, 2023 to be continued.

2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for February 21, 2023, in the matter of Michele Thomas v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2022-3034303 is cancelled.

3. That the provisions of the Prehearing Order dated January 3, 2023 issued in this matter remain in effect.

4. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter for a hearing on Monday, March 20, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. and notify the parties in writing.


Date:	February 15, 2023			/s/			
			Arlene Ashton
			Administrative Law Judge
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