BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Gregory Merritt	 				:
							:		C-2022-3036805
	v.						:		C-2022-3036806
							:
Pennsylvania-American Water Company	:



ORDER
CONSOLIDATING FORMAL COMPLAINTS

On November 15, 2022[footnoteRef:1], Gregory Merritt (Complainant) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a Complaint against Pennsylvania-American Water Company (Respondent) at Docket No. C-2022-3036805.  This Complaint alleges that Respondent improperly billed Complainant for water use between August 2021 and June 2022 based on a broken meter.  On November 15, 2022, Complainant filed a second Complaint against Respondent at Docket No. C-2022-3036806.  This Complaint alleges that Respondent improperly billed Complainant for wastewater/sewer use between August 2021 and June 2022 based on a broken meter.  [1:  The date of verification for this complaint is mistakenly listed as November 15, 2002 instead of November 15, 2022.] 


On December 7, 2022, Respondent filed Answers at Docket Nos. C-20223036805 and C-2022-3036806.  On February 17,2023, a Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice was issued at Docket Nos. C-2022-3036805 and C-2022-3036806, scheduling a telephonic hearing on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 and assigning myself as presiding officer.  On February 21, 2023, a Prehearing Order was issued contemporaneously with this order.

Section 5.81 of the Commission’s rules governs consolidation of proceedings.  This Section provides:

§ 5.81. Consolidation.

(a) The Commission or presiding officer, with or without motion, may order proceedings involving a common question of law or fact to be consolidated.  The Commission or presiding officer may make orders concerning the conduct of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delay.

52 Pa. Code § 5.81.  Therefore, these Complaints should be consolidated if they are deemed to contain common questions of law and fact.

It is evident from the pleadings filed up to the date of this order that common questions of law and fact exist.  Specifically, both Complaints involve the same parties, allege improper billing charges for the same period and request the same relief.  Thus, consolidation of these matters will avoid unnecessary delay or cost.  Accordingly, the complaints will be consolidated in the interest of judicial efficiency.

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Docket Nos. C-2022-3036805 and C-2022-3036806 are hereby consolidated.

2. That a Telephonic Hearing shall be held at 10:00 a.m. on April 11, 2023, as previously scheduled.


Date: February 17, 2023							/s/		
								Chad L. Allensworth
								Administrative Law Judge
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