BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Marcus Culver						:
							:		
	v.						:		F-2022-3037377	
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works			:



INTERIM ORDER DENYING RESPONDENT’S
REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE OF HEARING

By Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice dated January 19, 2023, a call-in telephonic hearing was scheduled in this matter for March 10, 2023.

On March 3, 2023, Graciela Christlieb, Esq. Counsel for PGW, filed a Motion for Continuance of the March 10, 2023 hearing.  In support of the continuance request, Ms. Christlieb indicated that a PGW witness is unavailable to appear on the scheduled day of the hearing.  Ms. Christlieb further indicated that PGW had spoken with the Complainant regarding the continuance request, and that Mr. Culver does object to the request.  

Paragraph 2 of my January 20, 2023, Prehearing Order advised the parties that they may request a continuance of the hearing if they have a good reason.  My Prehearing Order further advised that “[t]o request a continuance, you must submit a written request (a “motion”) at least five (5) days before the hearing.”  My Order further instructed that your motion should include: the case name, case number, and hearing date; the reason you are requesting a continuance; and the other party’s position on the request.

In the present case, PGW’s Motion for Continuance fails to identify the unavailable witness, when PGW learned that the witness would be unavailable for the hearing, or the subject of the witness’ testimony.  Similarly, PGW’s Motion for Continuance fails to indicate the reason, if known, for Mr. Culver’s objection to the continuance request.  I will note that witness unavailability, when promptly reported, generally constitutes good cause warranting a continuance of a hearing.  Due to the lack of specificity in PGW’s request, I will deny PGW’s Motion for Continuance without prejudice.  PGW may, at its discretion, file an amended motion for continuance in this matter.


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That Philadelphia Gas Works’ Motion for Continuance of the March 10, 2023, hearing scheduled in the matter of Marcus Culver v. Philadelphia Gas Works at Docket No. F-2022-3037377 is denied without prejudice. 


Date:	March 6, 2023							/s/			
							Christopher P. Pell
							Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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