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Russia sends rescue ship
to space station after leaks

Capsule should
arrive Sunday to aid
2 cosmonauts and
NASA astronaut.

BY MARCIA DUNN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Russia launched a rescue
ship on Friday for two cos-
monauts and a NASA astro-
naut whose original ride
home sprang a dangerous
leak while parked at the
International Space Station.
The new, empty Soyuz cap-

sule should arrive at the
orbiting lab on Sunday.

The capsule leak in
December was blamed on a
micrometeorite that punc-
tured an external radiator,
draining it of coolant. The
same thing appeared to hap-
pen again earlier this month,
this time on a docked Rus-
sian cargo ship. Camera
views showed a small hole in
each spacecraft.

The Russian Space Agency
delayed the launch of the
replacement Soyuz, looking

for any manufacturing
defects. No issues were
found, and the agency pro-
ceeded with Friday’s pre-
dawn launch from Kazakh-
stan of the capsule with bun-
dles of supplies strapped into
the three seats.

Officials had determined
it was too risky to bring
NASA’s Frank Rubio and
Russia’s Sergey Prokopyev
and Dmitri Petelin back in
their damaged Soyuz next
month as originally
planned.
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Several school cafeterias
will receive equipment
upgrades, thanks to funding
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Education
announced this week it has
awarded more than $2.7 mil-
lion in grant funding to 130
schools across the state.

Regional grants include:
Career Technology Center of
Lackawanna County,
$22,149.44 for an electric
countertop kettle; Forest City
Regional High School, $26,915
for an oven; Mountain View
Junior/Senior High School,
$34,741.02 for a dishwasher;
Riverside Junior/Senior
High School, $30,090.11 for an
indoor freezer; Riverside Ele-
mentary West, $33,512.47 for
an outdoor freezer;
Tunkhannock Area Interme-
diate School, $11,807.85 for a
reach-in refrigerator; and
Tunkhannock Primary Edu-
cation Center, $14,256.08 for a
dual-temperature cabinet.

— SARAH HOFIUS HALL

SCRANTON

Man pleads guilty
to drug charges

A man admitted to distrib-
uting between 500 and 1,500
grams of crystal metham-
phetamine in Susquehanna
County between August 2019
and April 2020, authorities
announced Thursday.

Clifford Johnson, 58, of
Franklin Twp., entered the
plea Tuesday to distribution
of methamphetamine and
conspiracy to distribute
methamphetamine before
U.S. District Court Judge
Robert D. Mariani, United
States Attorney Gerald M.
Karam announced Thurs-
day.

The case was investigated
by the Drug Enforcement
Administration and the state
police.

Johnson faces up to 20
years in prison, supervised
release and a fine, according
to authorities.

— CHRISTINE LEE

SCRANTON

Inmate pleads guilty
to weapons charge

An inmate at a federal
prison in Wayne County
admitted to assaulting a fel-
low inmate with a piece of
metal.

Isiah Robinson, 36, who is
incarcerated at United States
Penitentiary, Canaan plead-
ed guilty Wednesday to
assault with a dangerous
weapon, United States Attor-
ney Gerard M. Karam
announced.

Robinson stabbed the
inmate twice in October 2020
with the metal object, known

SCRANTON

Dates set for county
heritage fair

Dates have been set for
this year’s Lackawanna
County Heritage Fair.

This year’s fair will take
place June 1-4 at Montage
Mountain. The fair started in
2019 but took a hiatus in 2020
and 2021 because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. This year’s
fair will feature rides, food,
vendors, live entertainment
and access to Montage’s
water park.

The fair is seeking ven-
dors. For more information
or to apply to be a vendor,
visit lackawannacountyher-
itagefairs.com.

— CHRISTINE LEE

RICE TWP.

I-81 crash leaves 1
dead, snarls traffic

A West Pittston woman
died after being struck by a
tractor-trailer on Interstate
81 in Rice Twp. early Thurs-
day morning.

Troopers said Laura L.
Yocius, 47, left her vehicle in
the travel lane of the on-
ramp to I-81 at the Nuangola
exit for unknown reasons
and began walking on the
highway when she was hit by
a 2022 Freightliner tractor-
trailer. The crash shut down
the northbound lanes of
Interstate 81 for several
hours.

Authorities found Yocius’
unoccupied vehicle still run-
ning with the lights on and
windows down, police said.
The Luzerne County Coro-
ner’s Office declared Yocius
dead on the scene.

The driver of the tractor
trailer, Joseph S. Blessing,
56, of New Bloomfield, was
not injured in the crash,
troopers said. Another
involved motorist, 61-year-
old Daniel E. Taylor, of Car-
mel, New York, was also
uninjured.

Police have not filed charg-
es in the crash.

— JAMES HALPIN

WILKES-BARRE

Man gets prison for
sharing child porn

A Pittston man who admit-
ted possessing and distribut-
ing images of young children
and toddlers engaging in sex-
ual activity will serve up to
six years in state prison.

Paul Andrew Schell, 37,
pleaded guilty in November
to 75 counts of possessing
child porn and 25 counts of
disseminating images of
child sex acts.

Luzerne County Judge
Joseph F. Sklarosky Jr. sen-
tenced Schell on Thursday to

was “truly embarrassed”
and “disgusted” by what he’d
done.

Sklarosky gave Schell
credit for 260 days of time
served. He will also be
required to register as a sex
offender for 15 years.

— JAMES HALPIN

AVOCA

Police: Man had
relationship with girl

An Avoca man was
arraigned Thursday on child
sex charges alleging he had
an ongoing sexual relation-
ship with a 13-year-old girl he
met through a social media
application.

Gavin James Thomas, 19,
of 615 Pittston Ave., is
accused of meeting the girl
on Snapchat and dating her,
telling her he wanted them
to keep the relationship a
secret.

According to the com-
plaint filed by Luzerne Coun-
ty detectives, the pair had sex
at the girl’s home in Dallas as
well as in Thomas’ car in
various locations throughout
the Back Mountain.

At one point, the girl real-
ized Thomas had been lying
about his age and informed
him she was 13 years old,
police said.

Detectives charged Thom-
as with felony counts of
involuntary deviate sexual
intercourse with a child, stat-
utory sexual assault and
related counts. He remains
in Luzerne County Correc-
tional Facility in lieu of
$175,000.

— JAMES HALPIN

WILKES-BARRE

County manager
job advertised

The Luzerne County Man-
ager Search Committee has
posted the job listing for the
open position of full-time
county manager.

County council appointed
the three-member committee,
which is mandated by the
county charter, to find and
screen qualified candidates to
serve as the next full-time
head of the executive branch
of county government.

That position has been
vacant since Randy Robert-
son resigned in November.
Budget and Finance division
head Brian Swetz is serving
as acting manager.

The committee released a
job advertisement on Thurs-
day, Chairman Charles Sci-
andra said.

The listing is live on the
county website and the Inter-
national City/County Man-
agement Association. The
job listing will also be posted
to the County Commission-
ers Association of Pennsyl-
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CLIPBOARD
Carbondale Monday through Friday, West Scranton

Lenten specials: Trinity
Episcopal Church selling Lenten
specials on Fridays during Lent
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., menu:
Manhattan clam chowder,
$5/$9; cabbage and noodles,
$5; potato lasagna, $5/piece;
pagash, $3/slice; pizza, $1/
slice, also selling homemade,
par-boiled frozen pierogies,
$10/dozen, various soups are
still available to purchase

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., stop by
or phone, 570-282-3620.

Moscow

Women meet: Moscow
Women’s Club meeting, March
7, noon, social hall of Moscow
Methodist Church, 126 Church
St. This is the club’s annual fun-
draiser luncheon of soup, roll
and dessert for $6.; informa-
tion: Cindy Ames, 570-842-
4244,

Food sale: Pyrohy and clam
chowder sale, Friday,

11 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Michael’s
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 540
N. Main Ave.; 570-961-1795 or
570-703-3530.

CLIPBOARD ITEMS may be sent
to yesdesk@timesshamrock.
com, Clipboard, ¢/o YES!Desk,
149 Penn Ave., Scranton, PA
18503, or 570-348-9121.

BATH
FITTER"®

WE DO IT ALL!

Tub Liners | Tub and Shower Replacements | Tub-to-Shower Conversions

FITS YOUR life

With our unique tub-over-tub liners, replacements,
and tub-to-shower conversions we can complete
your bathroom renovation in as little as a day. At
Bath Fitter, we don't just fit your bath, we fit your life.

MONTHS

0% INTEREST

Why have over two million people brought Bath
Fitter into their homes? It Just Fits.

OUR BENEFITS

Seamless Wall

Book your FREE design
CONSULTATION today!

One-Day Installation’

@

Easy to Clean

1-833-776-0520
bath-fitter.com/local24

1Tub-to-shower conversions and fiberglass replacements typically require a two-day installation. 2Lifetime warranty
valid for as long as you own your home. *Offer ends 4/15/2023. Alroffers apply to a complete Bath Fitter system only,
and must be presented and used at time of estimate. Minimum purchase required. Terms of promotional financing are
24 months of no interest from the date of installation and minimum deposit. See representative for details. Qualified
buyers only. May not be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases. Valid only at select Bath Fitter
locations. Offers and warranty subject to limitations. Fixtures and features may be different than pictured. Accessories
pictured are not included. Plumbing work done by PU.L.S.E. Plumbing. MD MPL #17499, NJ MPL #10655, DE MPL
#PL-0002303, MD MPL #82842, VA MPL #2710064024, IA MPL #18066, OH MPL #37445, WV MPL #PL07514, M|
MPL #8111651. PA HIC #PA017017, NJ HIC #13VH03073000, WV HIC #WV053085, MD HIC #129346, VA HIC
#2705155694, MD HIC #122356, VA HIC #2705096759, IA HIC #C112725, WV HIC #WV038808, MD HIC #129995, VA
HIC #2705146537, DC HIC #420213000044. Each Franchise Independently Owned And Operated By Bath Saver, Inc,
LLC, lowa Bath Solutions, LLC, Ohio Bath Solutions, LLC, Mid Atlantic Bath Solutions, LLC.

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC
UTILITY COMMISSION

Transmission Lines; Telephonic Prehearing Conference

A-2022-3037374. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation. Letter of Notification
of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation filed under 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57,
Subchapter G, for approval to rebuild the existing double-circuit Stanton-Summit
# 3 and # 4 230 kV transmission lines connecting the Stanton 230-69 kV substation
and a two-pole turn structure that are respectively located in Luzerne and Lackawanna
Counties, Pennsylvania.

Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with
52 Pa. Code (relating to public utilities) on or before April 10, 2023. Filings must be
made with the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120, with a copy served on the applicant. The documents
filed in support of the application are available for inspection and copying at the
Office of the Secretary between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
at the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) web site at
www.puc.pa.gov and at the applicant’s business address.

Applicant: PPL Electric Utilities Corporation

Through and By Counsel: Garrett P. Lent, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC,
17 North Second Street, 12* Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601; Nicholas A.
Stobbe, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC, 17 North Second Street, 12% Floor, Harrisburg,
PA 17101-1601; David B. MacGregor, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC, 17 North
Second Street, 12 Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601; Michael J. Shafer, Esquire,
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Two North Ninth Street, Allentown, PA 18101.

Telephonic Prehearing Conference

An initial telephonic prehearing conference on the previously-captioned case will
be held as follows:

Date: Thursday, April 13, 2023
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Presiding: Administrative Law Judges Mark A. Hoyer and Darlene Heep

Phone: (412) 565-3550
Fax: (412) 565-5692

At the previously listed date and time, individuals must call into the telephonic
prehearing conference. Individuals will not be called by the Presiding Officers.
To participate in the telephonic prehearing conference, individuals must:

* Dial the following toll-free number.
¢ Enter the PIN number when instructed to do so, listed as follows.
 Speak the individual’s name when prompted.

The telephone system will connect individuals to the telephonic prehearing
conference.

Toll-free Conference Number: 1.866.953.0992
PIN Number: 21268703

If you require an interpreter to participate in the telephonic prehearing conference,
the Commission will make every reasonable effort to have an interpreter present.
Please call the Scheduling Office at the Commission at least 10 business days prior
to the prehearing conference to submit your request.

* Scheduling Office: (717) 787-1399

* Pennsylvania Hamilton Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or
hearing-impaired: (800) 654-5988

The Commission offers a free eFiling Subscription Service, which allows users
to automatically receive an e-mail notification whenever a document is added,
removed or changed on the Commission web site regarding a specific case.
Instructions for subscribing to this service are on the Commission’s web site at
http://www.puc.pa.gov/Documentation/eFiling_Subscriptions.pdf.
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OP-ED
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To President Emmanuel

Ron DeSantis of Florida, are

On Ukrale Biden ec1pses allies, rivals alike

Macron of France, a sugges-
tion: If, as a report in The Wall
Street Journal suggests, you
are convinced the war in
Ukraine is destined for a
bloody stalemate, and would
like to encourage Ukraine to
enter “peace talks” with Mos-
cow that would leave Russia in
possession of large tracts of
conquered territory, why not
lead by example? Publicly sug-
gest the return of Alsace to
Germany as evidence that you,
too, believe that territorial sov-
ereignty should be negotiable.
To Chancellor Olaf Scholz
of Germany, another sugges-
tion: If you're going to dangle
the prospect of closer ties
between Ukraine and NATO
(but not full membership) as
a way of pushing Ukraine
into a diplomatic settlement
with Moscow, why not invite
several battalions of Russian
armor to the vicinity of Ber-
lin? That would demonstrate
that you, too, are willing to
adjust the verdict of 1991 to
mollify the Kremlin’s resent-
ment, greed and paranoia.
These are preposterous
suggestions. That’s the point.
Those who now argue that
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy of Ukraine needs to be
“realistic” or “pragmatic” —
that is, that he should stop

BRET
STEPHENS

Commentary

short of pursuing a complete
Russian withdrawal from all
occupied Ukrainian territo-
ries — propose a solution
they would never counte-
nance for their own countries
under ordinary circumstanc-
es, let alone during a struggle
for national survival.

That’s why, as the war in
Ukraine enters its second year,
I feel grateful for Joe Biden.
Fault him all you want on
many issues, particularly his
gradualist approach to arming
UKkraine, but on the most con-
sequential question of our
time he has the big thing right.
“Appetites of the autocrat can-
not be appeased,” he said last
week in Warsaw, Poland.
“They must be opposed.”

That’s not a voice of fusty
morality. It’s one of experi-
ence, foresight, military real-
ism and political prudence.

H Experience, because the
world has come to know Vlad-
imir Putin very well over his
23 years in power. We know he
does not honor the terms of
any agreements to which Rus-

DOUG MILLS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

President Joe Biden reaffirms U.S. support for Ukraine on

Feb. 21 in Warsaw.

sia is bound, from the Cold
War-era INF Treaty to the
more recent Minsk agree-
ments. We know that he has
launched unprovoked inva-
sions in the past and will, if
not checked, launch them
again in the future.

H Foresight, because a nego-
tiated settlement would create
more problems than it would
solve. Iran would see that nucle-
ar blackmail works. China
would draw the lesson that, if
there are limits to what the
United States and our allies are
prepared to do for Ukraine
(which fights for itself and
shares a land border with

NATO), there will be much
sharper limits to what we are
prepared to do for Taiwan. Rus-
sia would conclude that, fum-
bled though its invasion was, it
nonetheless gained territory,
froze the conflict in place, and
could still have another go at
Ukrainein a few years.

W Military realism, because
the lesson of the first year of
war is that Moscow can be
defeated. The Russian army
was beaten in the battle for
Kyiv, the counteroffensive near
Kharkiv, and the fight for Kher-
son. The Ukrainians did all this
without the benefit of Western
tanks, Predator drones or fight-

er jets. Imagme how swiftly
they could win if they had all
three in adequate quantities.

H As for prudence, musing
about the need for negotiations
harms Ukraine’s solidarity and
morale, both key factors for its
survival and success. An over-
whelming majority of Ukraini-
ans want to retake all the terri-
tory seized by Russia, including
Crimea. How is it pragmatic or
realistic to demand that Zelen-
skyy ignore the wishes of his
own people, forsake their sacri-
fices, and abandon the Ukraini-
ans still living under Russian
occupation?

Calls for negotiation also
undermine public support for
Ukraine in the United States.
When it comes to foreign poli-
¢y, Americans sooner will pay
heavily for great causes and
high principles than they will
for smaller causes and realpo-
litik. To arm and finance
Ukraine in its fight for free-
dom and independence
against an evil tyrant is a
great cause. To arm and
finance it for the sake of a
shaky cease-fireis a small one.

That political fact should
weigh on the minds of Biden’s
foreign policy team. Public
support for Ukraine is eroding,
particularly among Republi-
cans, and conservatives who
know better, including Gov.

shamefully hedging their bets.

Biden likes to say that the
United States will support
Ukraine for as long as it
takes. But that promise could
expire Jan. 20, 2025, if he
doesn’t win a second term.
He owes it to his own legacy
not to hazard what is poten-
tially the most historic
accomplishment of his presi-
dency on next year’s race.

That’s why it makes no
sense for the administration to
slow-roll arms deliveries to
Ukraine or drop heavy hints
that Ukraine is unlikely ever to
retake Crimea. Biden’s goal for
2023 should be clear and direct:
victory for Ukraine. He can
accomplish it through the rap-
id delivery of game-changing
military equipment combined
with a diplomatic offensive in
which we propose Ukrainian
membership in NATO if Rus-
sia doesn’t withdraw. Maybe
that could even give Putin his
off-ramp for surrender.

After a year of war, I'm
more confident than ever that
Biden will make the right
choice. That’s more than can
be said for Macron, Scholz
and the other pale shadows of
what passes for statesman-
ship in the free world.

BRET STEPHENS writes for
The New York Times.

Even from gulag, Navalny towers over Putin

If Vladimir Putin has left you
despising Russians as brutes,
cowards or warmongers, con-
sider a tall, ailing man locked in
anisolation cell in Russia.

Alexei Navalny, Russia’s
leading dissident and opposi-
tion leader, may be something
of a Mandela of our age. Poi-
soned, imprisoned, brutalized,
Navalny stands unbroken in
his cell: still mocking Putin
and scathing in his denuncia-
tion of the invasion of Ukraine.

He is a Kremlin nightmare.
Navalny ran for president until
he was blocked, and his expo-
sés about a $1 billion Putin
pleasure palace infuriated the
Russian leader. Navalny not
only survived assassination
attempts but when sent to the
gulag tried to unionize prison-
ers and guards. He has been
nominated for a Nobel Peace
Prize and is now star of a film
that is a finalist for an Oscar.

I can’t interview Navalny
in prison, so I spoke to his
21-year-old daughter, Dasha
Navalnaya (the feminine
form of the family name).
She’s a junior at Stanford
University, and while navigat-
ing exams and term papers,
she also campaigns for her
dad and promotes a superb
documentary about him,
“Navalny.” It won the award
for best documentary at the
British Academy Film
Awards and is a finalist for an
Oscar for best documentary.

“I sort of perceive the doc-
umentary as this ‘get out of
death’ card,” she told me in
flawless, lightly accented

NICHOLAS D.
KRISTOF

Commentary

English. “The more aware-
ness that we create, the less
Putin and his posse would be
tempted to kill my dad.”
Navalny, 46, is a lawyer with
a large following in Russia for
his withering reports about
Russian corruption and about
Putin, whom he calls a “mad-
man.” Attackers presumably
linked to the Russian govern-
ment twice hurled chemical
dye on him, damaging his right
eye, and in 2020 he collapsed on
a plane. He
almost died but
was evacuated to
Germany, where

TOMORROW'’S
COLUMNISTS

wanted Navalny dead. But in
early 2021, Navalny flew back to
Moscow. For Dasha, who had
worried since she was 12 about
her dad being assassinated, and
who had learned of his poison-
ing from Twitter, that wasn’t
necessarily her first choice.

“My personal preference
would have been that he
stayed with me,” Dasha told
me. “But I never questioned
his decision to go back.”

“I’'m super worried about
him always, as a daughter,”
she said. “T have it in the back
of my head that maybe he
shouldn’t be doing this. But
it’s what he’s passionate
about, and for the greater
good of the country.”

When Navalny returned,
the government
arrested him.
The family is
allowed to com-

scientists deter- Random Notes municate with
mined he had on politics him only by let-
been poisoned  Thomas L. Friedman  ters.

by a Novichok Rick Reilly “He is sort of
nerve agent, living vicarious-
used by Russia’s ly through me,
government for high-priority through a college experience
assassination targets. in America, which is very fun

The documentary follows
Navalny’s recovery and the
detective work to track down
the Russian officials who
apparently poisoned him. The
film presents the extraordi-
nary scene in which Navalny
telephoned one of his would-
be assassins and, pretending
to be another Russian official,
got him to explain how the
Ppoisoning was carried out.

It seemed clear that Putin

for him,” she said wistfully.
The authorities have tried
to break Navalny in prison.
His back has been painful
since the poisoning, so they
had him sit on a stool that
magnified the pain. And now
he is in continuous isolation.
Some critics have argued
that Navalny is a xenophobic
nationalist unworthy of admi-
ration. In 2007, Navalny made
two over-the-top, offensive video

McClinton just starting

BY JOYCE M. DAVIS
PENNLIVE

State Rep. Joanna McClin-
ton made history at just the
right time — on the last day
of Black History
month, with Women’s
History Month dawn-
ing the next day.

McClinton’s step-
ping into the role of
speaker of the House
is a first for a woman
of any color, culture
or creed.

McClinton has overcome
obstacles that would have
daunted lesser souls. The repre-
sentative of Pennsylvania’s
191st state House District in
West Philadelphia has been
through some stuff.

Her political opponents won
a small victory in blocking her
ascent a few weeks ago. But
they were clearly outmaneu-
vered. They lost the war that
made McClinton’s victory this
week even sweeter.

But it’'s what the new speak-
er of the House does with her
victory that will matter most.

At 40, McClinton is wise
enough to know she has to
deal with some pretty stuck-
in-the-mud kind of people in
the legislature. They’ve been
in the mud so long that some
have fallen asleep there. And
they don’t want to be woke.

McClinton has to figure out a
way to work with them or con-
tinue to outmaneuver them.

But she knows that. She
didn’t make a name for herself
in the history books by
%L | being anybody’s fool.

B And the former public

4| defender has been in
| the Legislature long
enough, she knows
who’s who and how to
get around them.

Even when Rep.
Mark Rozzi took the speaker
position in January that she felt
she should have had, McClin-
ton Kept her cool, smiled and
applauded for the cameras —
ever the team player. But it’s
clear there was a plan that cul-
minated with her victory.

Now, McClinton has to
step up to the occasion.

She says she represents a
fresh start and wants to bring
civility to the speakership.
Those are welcome words.

McClinton will only do her
good name a disservice and
tarnish her spot in history if
she tries to go toe to toe with
the kind of mean-spirited mal-
ice we’ve seen all too often rep-
resented among Pennsylvania
legislators. Instead, we urge
McClinton to follow Michelle
Obama’s mantra: “When they
go low, we go high.”

McClinton said she’s taking

her cues from Benjamin Frank-
lin to K. Leroy Irvis, the first
Black man to serve as speaker.
Irvisis remembered as a profes-
sional. That’s not a bad way for
McClinton to be remembered.

Philadelphia Municipal
Court Judge Lydia Kirkland
said she has watched McClin-
ton rise from being a lowly
public defender to become a
“phenomenal warrior.”

That’s laudable, but many
voters would welcome a little
dignity and propriety from
their elected officials after so
many years of gutter politics.

McClinton would do Penn-
sylvanians a great service by
showing them the path toward
common decency. Her admir-
ers want to see a strong, capa-
ble Black woman waltzing
around her enemies without
sinking into their muck.

OK, it’s asking a lot, we
concede. Many rightly would
argue these are a whole lot of
extraordinary expectations
being placed on a Black wom-
an, as usual. But if anyone
can do it, McClinton can.

McClinton has spent her
whole life meeting extraordi-
nary expectations that culmi-
nated this week in her becom-
ing speaker. It’s highly likely
that she’s not done yet.

JOYCE M. DAVIS is PennlLive’s
Outreach and Opinion Editor.
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Dasha Navalnaya, daughter of
Alexei Navalny, at Stanford
University on Feb. 22.

clips, each a minute or less, that
could be seen as vilifying immi-
grants, and for several years
after that he participated in a

nationalist march. Then he
seemed to move on, and in 2014
he denounced Russia’s invasion
of Crimea.

People are complicated,
but Navalny seems so com-
mitted to democratic and
European values that he is
risking his life for them.

The government moved
Navalny last month to contin-
uous confinement in an isola-
tion cell, and he faces addi-
tional charges that could leave
him in prison for 35 years. At
Stanford, Dasha tries not to
think too much about the dan-
ger her father faces.

Navalny still has managed
to get material out to his team
for his social media accounts

and he is as untamed as ever.
To mark the anniversary of
Russia’s all-out invasion of
Ukraine, Navalny published a
trenchant critique of Putin’s
“unjust war of aggression
against Ukraine” and argued
that “Russia is suffering a
military defeat.”

Somehow, he maintains
his sense of humor.

“I laugh at least thrice a
day, even when I'm all alone
in the cell,” he tweeted
recently in a riff about the
awful music and food in the
prison. “I'm the merriest per-
son at a funeral.”

NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF writes
for The New York Times.
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of PPL Electric Ultilities Corporation filed under 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57,
Subchapter G, for approval to rebuild the existing double-circuit Stanton-Summit
# 3 and # 4 230 kV transmission lines connecting the Stanton 230-69 kV substation
and a two-pole turn structure that are respectively located in Luzerne and Lackawanna

Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with
52 Pa. Code (relating to public utilities) on or before April 10, 2023. Filings must be
made with the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North
Street, Harrisburg, PA 17120, with a copy served on the applicant. The documents
filed in support of the application are available for inspection and copying at the
Office of the Secretary between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday,
at the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) web site at
www.puc.pa.gov and at the applicant’s business address.

Applicant: PPL Electric Utilities Corporation

Through and By Counsel: Garrett P. Lent, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC,
17 North Second Street, 12* Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601; Nicholas A.
Stobbe, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC, 17 North Second Street, 12% Floor, Harrisburg,
PA 17101-1601; David B. MacGregor, Esquire, Post & Schell, PC, 17 North
Second Street, 12 Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601; Michael J. Shafer, Esquire,
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Two North Ninth Street, Allentown, PA 18101.

Telephonic Prehearing Conference

An initial telephonic prehearing conference on the previously-captioned case will

be held as follows:
Date: Thursday, April 13, 2023
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Presiding: Administrative Law Judges Mark A. Hoyer and Darlene Heep
Phone: (412) 565-3550
Fax: (412) 565-5692

conference.

At the previously listed date and time, individuals must call into the telephonic
prehearing conference. Individuals will not be called by the Presiding Officers.
To participate in the telephonic prehearing conference, individuals must:

* Dial the following toll-free number.
¢ Enter the PIN number when instructed to do so, listed as follows.
 Speak the individual’s name when prompted.

The telephone system will connect individuals to the telephonic prehearing

Toll-free Conference Number: 1.866.953.0992
PIN Number: 21268703

If you require an interpreter to participate in the telephonic prehearing conference,
the Commission will make every reasonable effort to have an interpreter present.
Please call the Scheduling Office at the Commission at least 10 business days prior
to the prehearing conference to submit your request.

* Scheduling Office: (717) 787-1399

* Pennsylvania Hamilton Relay Service number for persons who are deaf or
hearing-impaired: (800) 654-5988

The Commission offers a free eFiling Subscription Service, which allows users
to automatically receive an e-mail notification whenever a document is added,
removed or changed on the Commission web site regarding a specific case.
Instructions for subscribing to this service are on the Commission’s web site at
http://www.puc.pa.gov/Documentation/eFiling_Subscriptions.pdf.
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Media drop Dilbert after Black “hate group” remark

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2023

By David A. Lieb
The Associated Press

Several prominent me-
dia publishers across the
U.S. are dropping the Dil-
bert comic strip after its
creator described people
who are Black as members
of “a racist hate group” dur-
ing an online video show.

Various media officials
denounced the comments
by Dilbert creator Scott Ad-
ams as racist, hateful and
discriminatory while saying
they would no longer pro-
vide a platform for his work.

Andrews McMeel Syn-
dication, which distributes
Dilbert, did not immedi-
ately respond Saturday to
requests for comment from
Adams or from the syndi-
cator about his remarks.

MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Scott Adams, creator of the comic strip Dilbert, described
people who are Black as members of “a racist hate group”

Dilbert is a long-running
comic that pokes fun at of-
fice-place culture.

The backlash began fol-
lowing an episode this past
week of the YouTube show,
“Real Coffee with Scott Ad-
ams.” Among other topics,
Adams referenced a Ras-
mussen Reports survey that
had asked whether people
agreed with the statement

Adams, who is white, re-
peatedly referred to people
‘who are Black as members
of a “hate group” or a “rac-
ist hate group” and said he
would no longer “help Black
Americans.” He urged white
people “to get the hell away
from Black people.”

The San Antonio Ex-
press-News, which is part
of Hearst said

“It’s OK to be white.”

Most agreed, but Adams
noted that 26% of Black re-
spondents disagreed and
others weren’t sure.

The Anti-Defamation
League says the phrase was
popularized in 2017 as a
trolling campaign by mem-
bers of the discussion fo-
rum 4chan but then began
being used by some white

Saturday that it will drop
the Dilbert comic strip, ef-
fective Monday, “because of
hateful and discriminatory
public comments by its cre-
ator.”

The USA Today Network
tweeted Friday that it also
will stop publishing Dilbert
“due to recent discrimina-
tory comments by its cre-
ator.”

The Plain Dealer in

Cleveland and other publi-
cations that are part of Ad-
vance Local media also an-
nounced that they are drop-
ping Dilbert.

“This is a decision based
on the principles of this
news organization and the
community we serve,” wrote
Chris Quinn, editor of The
Plain Dealer. “We are not a
‘home for those who espouse
racism. We certainly do not
‘want to provide them with
financial support.”

Christopher Kelly, vice
president of content for NJ
Advance Media, wrote that
the news organization be-
lieves in “the free and fair
exchange of ideas.”

“But when those ideas
cross into hate speech, a
line must be drawn,” Kelly
wrote.

during an online video show.

supremacists.

NATION

Rights to

By Terry Tang
The Associated Press

Since its debut in 1971, an
anti-pollution ad showing a
man in Native American at-
tire shed a single tear at the
sight of smokestacks and
litter taking over a once un-
blemished landscape has
become an indelible piece
of TV pop culture.

It’s been referenced over
the decades since on shows
like “The Simpsons” and
“South Park” and in inter-
net memes. But now a Na-
tive American advocacy
group that was given the
rights to the long-parodied
public service announce-
ment is retiring it, saying
it has always been inap-
propriate.

The so-called “Crying
Indian” with his buckskins
and long braids made the
late actor Iron Eyes Cody
a recognizable face in
households nationwide.

‘Crying Indian’ to go to Native American group

But to many Native Amer-
icans, the public service
announcement has been
a painful reminder of the
enduring stereotypes they
face.

The nonprofit that
originally commissioned
the advertisement, Keep
America Beautiful, had
long been considering how
to retire the ad and an-
nounced this week that it’s
doing so by transferring
ownership of the rights to
the National Congress of
American Indians.

“Keep America Beauti-
ful wanted to be careful
and deliberate about how
we transitioned this iconic
advertisement/public ser-
vice announcement to ap-
propriate owners,” Noah
Ullman, a spokesperson
for the nonprofit, said via
e-mail. “We spoke to sev-
eral Indigenous peoples’
organizations and were
pleased to identify the Na-

tional Congress of Ameri-
can Indians as a potential
caretaker.”

NCAI plans to end the
use of the ad and watch for
any unauthorized use.

“NCAI is proud to as-
sume the role of moni-
toring the use of this ad-
vertisement and ensure
it is only used for histor-
ical context; this adver-
tisement was inappropri-
ate then and remains in-
appropriate today,” said
NCAI Executive Director
Larry Wright, Jr. “NCAI
looks forward to putting
this advertisement to bed
for good.”

When it premiered in
the 1970s, the ad was a
sensation. It led to Iron
Eves Cody filming three
follow-up PSAs. He spent
more than 25 years mak-
ing public appearances
and visits to schools on
behalf of the anti-litter
campaign, according to

an Associated Press obit-
uary.

From there, Cody, who
was Italian American but
claimed to have Chero-
kee heritage through his
father, was typecast as a
stock Native American
character, appearing in
over 80 films. Most of the
time, his character was
simply “Indian,” “Indian
Chief” or “Indian Joe.”

His movie credits from
the 1950s-1980s included
“Sitting Bull,” The Great
Sioux Massacre,” Nevada
Smith, “A Man Called
Horse” and “Ernest Goes
to Camp.” On television,
he appeared in “Bonanza,”
“Gunsmoke” and “Raw-
hide” among others. He
also was a technical ad-
viser on Native American
matters on film sets.

Dr. Jennifer J. Folsom,
a journalism and me-
dia communication pro-
fessor at Colorado State
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University and a citizen
of the Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma, remembers
watching the public ser-
vice announcement as a
child.

“At that point, every sin-
gle person who showed up
with braids and buckskins,
on TV or anywhere in the
movies, I glommed on to
that because it was such a
rare thing to see,” said Fol-
som, whose areas of study
include Native American
pop culture. “I did see
how people littered, and T
did see how the creeks and
the rivers were getting pol-
luted.”

But as she grew up, Fol-
som noticed how media
devoted little coverage to
Native American environ-
mental activists.

“There’s no agency for
that sad so-called Indian
guy sitting in a canoe, cry-
ing,” Folsom said. “I think
it has done damage to pub-
lic perception and support
for actual Native people
doing things to protect the
land and protect the envi-
ronment.”

She applauded Keep

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Iron Eyes Cody, the "Crying Indian” whose tearful face in
1970s TV commercials became a powerful symbol of the
anti-littering campaign, is pictured in this 1986 photo.
Keep America Beautiful, the nonprofit that originally
commissioned the advertisement, announced Thursday,
Feb. 23, 2023, that ownership of the ad's rights will be
transferred to the National Congress of American Indians.

America Beautiful’s de-
cision as an “appropri-
ate move.” It will mean
a trusted group can help
control the narrative the
ad has promoted for over
50 years, she said.

The ad’s power has ar-
guably already faded as
Native and Indigenous
youths come of age with
a greater consciousness
about stereotypes and cul-
tural appropriation. Tik-
Tok has plenty of exam-
ples of Native people paro-
dying or doing a takedown
of the advertisement, Fol-
som said.

Robert “Tree” Cody, the
adopted son of Iron Eyes
Cody, said the advertise-
ment had “good intent and
good heart” at its core.

“It was one of the top
100 commercials,” said
Robert Cody, an enrolled

member of the Salt River
Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community in Arizona.

And, it reminded him
of time spent with his fa-
ther, said Cody, who lives
at Santa Ana Pueblo in
New Mexico.

“I remember a lot, even
when he went on a movie
set to finish his movies
and stuff,” Cody said. “I re-
member going out to Uni-
versal (Studios), Disney,
places like that.”

His wife, Rachel Kee-
Cody, can’t help but feel
somewhat sad that an
ad that means so much
to their family will be
shelved. But she is re-
signed to the decision.

“You know, times are
changing as well. You keep
going no matter how much
it changes,” she said. “Dis-
appointment. ... It’ll pass.”
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WEATHER

Trapped Californians rescued from snow

By Amy Taxin
The Associated Press

LOSANGELES » Search crews
have rescued Californians
stranded for days in multi-
ple feet of snow after back-
to-back storms plastered
the state’s mountain com-
munities and trapped many
in their homes.

In Inyo County on the
eastern side of the Sierra
Nevada, volunteer rescu-
ers tried for days to lo-
cate a man who was last
heard from Feb. 24 before
he drove out from the com-
munity of Big Pine. The
California Highway Pa-
trol identified a cell phone
ping linked to the man
Thursday and sent a heli-
copter crew that spotted a
partly snow-covered vehi-
cle with the man waving
inside, sheriff’s authorities
said in a statement.

In the San Bernardino
Mountains, sheriff’s au-
thorities on Friday rescued
a pair of 17-year-olds who

S W

WATCHARA PHOMICINDA — THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER VIA AP

A man shovels snow off the roof of a store in Crestline on Friday as buildings remain
buried in several feet of snow from recent winter storms.

were dropped off five days
earlier to hike a section of
the Pacific Crest Trail and
hadn’t communicated with

their parents for three days.
A sheriff’s helicopter flew
over the trail and landed
in heavy snow to rescue

the teens, who were hiking
in four to five feet of snow
drifts and limited visibility
that made it tough to stay

on the trail, the county
sheriff’s department said
in a statement.

The dramatic rescues
come as California is strug-
gling to dig out residents
in mountain communities
from as much as 10 feet of
snow after back-to-back
storms battered the state.
Gov. Gavin Newsom has de-
clared states of emergency
in 13 counties including San
Bernardino County, where
the massive snowfall has
closed roads, caused power
outages, collapsed roofs
and trapped residents in
their homes for more than
a week.

Some residents could be
shut in for another week
due to the challenges in
clearing out so much snow.
The Red Cross has set up a
shelter at a local high school
and food distribution cen-
ters have been set up in sev-
eral communities.

Katy Curtis, who lives
in the San Bernardino
mountain community of

Crestline, said she hiked
with snow shoes for five
miles to get a can of gaso-
line to a family trapped in
their house to fuel a gen-
erator.

“I’'m healthy so I just
thought well, I can walk
and I did but it was prob-
ably the longest day of my
life,” said Curtis, adding the
family had someone with a
medical necessity. She said
cars are completely buried
in snow, and it is piled up to
the roof of her home.

“We’re just all so ex-
hausted in every way,” she
said.

In Northern California,
another strong storm is ex-
pected to dump yet more
Snow in mountain commu-
nities this weekend, accord-
ing to National Weather
Service in Sacramento.
There is a slight chance of
snow showers in the San
Bernardino County moun-
tains on Sunday, according
to the National Weather
Service in San Diego.

NATION

In Chicago. adapting electric

By Tom Krisher
The Associated Press

CHICAGO » The No. 66 bus is
packed on a recent weekday
afternoon as it starts and
stops its way from Chica-
go’s near west side to Navy
Pier along the Lake Michi-
gan shore.

The seats and windows
squeak and rattle just like
a regular diesel bus, but
no one seems to notice the
high-pitched whine of the
electric motor that makes
it go.

That’s just what Chicago
Transit Authority wants.
Buses that don’t pollute the
air yet can run the route
with the same reliability as

those that do, even when
cold weather cuts into the
battery range.

Yet to make electric buses
work, the CTA has had to
go to great lengths and ex-
pense. It built fast-charging
sites on both ends of the No.
66 route that plug into the
bus rooftops.

Drivers constantly mon-
itor the batteries to make
sure they don’t get de-
pleted, risking the bus get-
ting stranded. If they get
below 50% charge, they’re
supposed to top them off at
a charger.

“We’re working through
the day-to-day challenges of
inclement weather in Chi-
cago,” said Don Hargrove,

senior maintenance man-
ager at the garage that’s
home to most of the author-
ity’s 23 electric buses.

The CTA started experi-
menting with electric buses
in 2014, and has developed
a system that Hargrove says
will work as the transit au-
thority moves to an all-elec-
tric fleet by 2040.

Other transit systems
are going through the same
process to help cut pollution
and fight climate change.

Cold weather is the CTA’s
biggest problem. As the
temperature drops, lith-
ium-ion batteries that run
the buses aren’t as efficient
and lose range. Most of the
energy drained from the
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buses to winter’s challenges

batteries goes to keep the
bus interior heated to 70 F.

“Every time the bus stops
to pick up passengers, let
people off, the doors are
opened,” said Richard Lin,
assistant chief bus equip-
ment engineer. “You've got

to heat that new batch of |

cold air.”

The electric buses do have
a small diesel engine that
heats the interior in extreme
temperatures to extend the
battery range, Lin said. But
most of the time the buses
use electric coil heaters, sim-
ilar to a giant toaster, which
can zap batteries. When the
CTA bought its buses, more
efficient heat pumps weren’t
available as an option, he
said.

On each 10-mile one-way
trip on the No. 66 route, the
electric buses lose about 8%
of their battery energy. In
the winter, they start with
roughly 100 miles of range
when fully charged. So af-
ter about six one-way trips,
policy says drivers have to
charge as they get below
50%.

Normally the schedule
has 10 to 15 minutes built
in for charging, and the
buses get around 1% of a
full charge for every minute
they’re plugged in.

With enough chargers,
the electric buses can run
all routes, Lin said. “It’s just
amatter of our strategy with
placing the chargers at the
correct locations, having
enough chargers available
as we scale up our fleet.”

At present, the CTA has
about 1,900 buses and most
run on diesel fuel. The tran-
sit system is starting to swap
them out for electric ones,
but the investment is huge.
Each electric bus costs about
$1.1 million, about $500,000
more than a diesel model.

But after the initial capi-
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Chicago Transit Authority assistant chief bus equipment
engineer Richard Lin talks about the features of an electric
bus as it charges in the West Side garage in Chicago. As
the temperature drops, lithium-ion batteries that run the
buses aren't as efficient and lose range.

tal outlay for the buses and
charging stations, the elec-
tric buses are much less ex-
pensive to operate. The CTA
calculates it costs $2.01 per
mile to run the 40-foot-long
electric buses. For a diesel
bus it’s $3.08, and $2.63 per
mile for a diesel-electric hy-
brid.

It would take decades for
the authority to get its in-
vestment back in the electric
buses, but CTA officials say
the cost of electric buses will
come down as more are sold.

In the capital of Alaska,
Juneau, which has a more
temperate climate but win-
ter temperatures can still
drop below zero, officials
also have plans for an all-
electric bus fleet, though
one they got in 2020 has
been plagued by mechani-
cal problems.

Capital City Transit has
ordered seven electric buses
to replace diesel models
from 2010, said Rich Ross,
operations superintendent.
The new buses are expected
to run regular routes due to
increased battery capac-
ity, “which wasn’t available

when we ordered our first
bus,” he said.

Cold winter conditions
could still knock 100 miles
off the expected 282-mile
range of the new buses, so
on the coldest days, they
could be put on commuter
routes that run only during
the peak transit hours, Ross
said.

Like Chicago, Capital
City Transit is also planning
to construct an “on route”
charging station for buses
to plug in if they run low.

Back on the No. 66 in Chi-
cago, Dawn Carter, 54, says
she’s glad electric buses are
running the route because
they’re good for the envi-
ronment.

About the only difference
is the electric buses are qui-
eter than those with clatter-
ing diesel engines and noisy
heaters, but few people no-
tice, she says. “When I'm
coming to work, everybody
‘s just rushing to get on and
off,” she says. “It’s just qui-
eter. It’s easier to talk to
people. When the heat goes
on and off you barely no-
tice it.”
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essay? Send it to us!

Senior/sf is the premier vehicle in the Philadelphia suburbs for news,
events, stories or anything else that relates to the Senior Market.

We want your stories - Know of upcoming events that would be of interest to
Seniors? Have an idea for a compelling feature story? Want to submit a personal

We want your PHOTOS! Do you have pictures from community events involving
Seniors, or programs at community centers or retirement facilities or milestone birth-
day’s and occasions that should be shared? Send them to us!

Send information to seniorlife@medianewsgroup.com. Be sure to include
your contact information in case we need to follow up.
Please send all stories in WORD and photos as JPGs
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