BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION




Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:		R-2023-3038069
Office of Consumer Advocate			:		C-2023-3038375 
Office of Small Business Advocate			:		C-2023-3038286
Grays Ferry Cogeneration Partnership & Vicinity	:		C-2023-3038722
Energy Philadelphia, Inc.				:
							:
	v.						:
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



BRIEFING ORDER

		On February 1, 2023, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Company) filed its prefiling information required for its 2023-2024 Gas Cost Rate (GCR) Filing.  PGW indicated that it would submit its annual GCR filing on or before March 1, 2023.

		On February 13, 2023, Gina L. Miller, Esq. entered a Notice of Appearance on behalf of the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E).

		On February 14, 2023, the Philadelphia Industrial and Commercial Users Group (PICGUG) filed a Petition to Intervene in this proceeding.

Also on February 14, 2023, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Complaint, Public Statement, and Verification with the Commission.  The Complaint was docketed at C-2023-3038286.

Also on February 14, 2023, Sharon E. Webb, Esq. entered a Notice of Appearance on behalf of OSBA.  

On February 21, 2023, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed a Formal Complaint, Public Statement and Verification with the Commission.  The Complaint was docketed at C-2023-3038375.  Also on February 21, 2023, Christopher M. Andreoli, Esq. and Aron J. Beatty,  Esq. entered a Notice of Appearance on behalf of OCA.

On February 21, 2023, Deanne M. O’Dell, Esq. entered a Notice of Appearance on behalf of PGW.

		On March 1, 2023, PGW filed its 2023-2024 GCR Filing with the Commission.  The Company’s filing included the testimony of Florian Teme, and the testimony of Ryan E. Reeves.

The Company’s GCR Filing was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for resolution by hearings and for issuance of a Recommended Decision.  The matter was assigned to me.  

On March 6, 2023, Grays Ferry Cogeneration Partnership and Vicinity Energy Philadelphia Inc. (Vicinity) filed a Joint Complaint against PGW with the Commission.  The Complaint was docketed at C-2023-3038722.

		A prehearing conference in this matter was held on March 9, 2023.  Counsel for PGW, I&E, OCA, OSBA, Vicinity and PICGUG participated.  

		No party opposed the Petition to Intervene filed by PICGUG.  Accordingly, PICGUG’s Petition to Intervene was granted during the Prehearing Conference and its status was memorialized in the March 16, 2023, Prehearing Order #1. 

		By Prehearing Order #2 dated March 29, 2023, I granted PGW’s Motion for Protective Order. 

		
On April 3, 2023, Vicinity served the Direct Testimony of James L. Christ.  

On April 10, 2023, Norman J. Kennard, Esq. entered a Notice of Appearance on behalf of PGW.

		On April 13, 2023, OSBA served the Rebuttal Testimony and Exhibits of Robert D. Knecht.  

		On April 13, 2023, PGW served the Rebuttal Testimony of Ryan Reeves.  

		On April 17, 2023, a Hearing Notice was issued advising the parties that a telephonic evidentiary hearing would be held in this proceeding on April 25, 2023.

		On April 20, 2023, Vicinity served the Surrebuttal Testimony and Exhibits of James L. Christ   

Also on April 20, 2023, I emailed the parties a cross examination matrix for the evidentiary hearing in this proceeding scheduled for April 25, 2023 and directed the parties to complete the cross examination matrix and return it by 1:30 p.m. on Friday, April 21, 2023.  On April 24, 2023, Vicinity revised its response cross examination matrix response, indicating that it would not have any cross examination for Mr. Teme, a PGW witness.

		On April 24, 2023, PGW served the Rejoinder Testimony of Ryan Reeves.  

		The April 25, 2023, evidentiary hearing was held as scheduled.  The witnesses for PGW and OSBA for whom cross examination had been waived by all other parties were excused from appearing at the hearing, as I did not have questions for them.   PGW and OSBA each moved to have the testimony and exhibits of their respective witnesses who were not subject to cross examination entered into the record.  As there were no objections, the testimony and exhibits of those witnesses were admitted into the record during the hearing.  

At the hearing, Ryan E. Reeves provided rejoinder testimony for PGW and was cross examined by Vicinity counsel.  Vicinity’s witness, James L. Christ was cross examined by PGW counsel.  PGW and Vicinity each moved to have the testimony and exhibits of their respective witnesses entered into the record.  As there were no objections, the testimony and exhibits of those witnesses were also admitted into the record during the hearing.  

		During the hearing I waived the requirement that testimony and exhibits identified and admitted into the record be with the Secretary’s Bureau pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.412(a). 
The parties were instructed to email  all testimony and exhibits identified and admitted into the record during the proceeding directly to the court reporter on the day of the hearing.  The parties were further reminded that briefs must be filed according to the schedule established in the March 16, 2023, Prehearing Order.  The parties were also advised that I would subsequently issue a briefing order.

Prior to the adjournment of the hearing, the parties were reminded that it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231(a).  Further, the parties were strongly urged to confer amongst themselves in an attempt to resolve all or some of the issues associated with this proceeding and to seriously explore this possibility.

ORDER


THERERFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:


1. That Main Briefs of the parties are due on or before Monday, May 1, 2023.
1. That the original copy of the Main Brief shall be filed with the Commission no later than 4:30 p.m.
1. That Reply Briefs are due on or before Wednesday, May 10, 2023.

1. That the original copy of the Reply Brief shall be filed with the Commission no later than 12:00 p.m.

1. That the briefs shall comply with the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.501, 5.502.

4.	That in addition to the mandatory contents set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 5.501(a), all Main Briefs, regardless of length, must contain the following:

A. Table of contents (including an index of agreed acronyms)
B. History of the proceeding
C. Discussion
D. Proposed findings of fact (with record citations to transcript pages or exhibits where supporting evidence appears)
E. Proposed conclusions of law (with citations to supporting statutes, regulations, or relevant case law)
F. Proposed ordering paragraphs specifically identifying the relief sought


5.	That the parties must use a common outline for Main Briefs and Reply Briefs in C through F above; furthermore, within the outline, the list of issues to be addressed and the sequencing of those issues must also be consistent.

6.	That Main Briefs may not exceed 60 pages and Reply Briefs may not exceed 25 pages.

7. That any brief not filed and served on or before the dates and times set forth above will not be accepted except by special permission.

8. That pursuant to 52 Pa. Code § 5.412(a), the parties are required, within thirty (30) days after the final hearing, to either eFile with or provide to the Secretary’s Bureau a Compact Disc (CD) containing all testimony and exhibits identified and admitted into the record during the proceeding.

9. That the parties are advised not to include any extra-record evidence in their briefs. 

10. That if a brief contains a citation to an unreported decision which is not available on the Commission’s website, a copy of that unreported decision must be appended to the brief. 

11. That the parties are reminded that they are to e-mail the Presiding Officer a copy of their as-filed briefs in a WORD-formatted document in addition to a searchable PDF formatted document.


Date:	April 26, 2023							/s/				
							Arlene Ashton
							Administrative Law Judge
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