
 
April 27, 2023 

 
Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
      Re: Petition of Philadelphia Gas Work for  
       Emergency Order 
       Docket No. P-2023-3040233 
 
Dear Secretary Chiavetta, 
 
 Earlier today, on April 27, 2023, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or Company) filed its 
Petition for Emergency Order (Petition). In the Petition, PGW is seeking the issuance of ex parte 
emergency relief by tomorrow, April 28, 2023, that would permit PGW to revise its Gas Service 
Tariff- Pa. P.U.C. No. 2, Page Nos. 149-150 to remove May 2023 from the Weather Normalization 
Adjustment (WNA) clause calculation. Petition ¶ 20. Given that the next public meeting is not 
scheduled until May 20, 2023, PGW files the emergency request for Commission action by April 
28, 2023. As explained below, the Office of Consumer Advocate files this Letter/Answer in 
Support of PGW’s request to suspend its Weather Normalization Adjustment rider. 
 
 Last year, in May 2022, some customers experienced significant increases to the WNA in 
their June 2022 bills due to the impact of a what PGW calls a weather anomaly. Petition at ¶ 26. 
As a result, the Commission initiated an investigation into PGW’s WNA, and that proceeding is 
currently on-going at Docket Nos. R-2022-3034229, P-2022-3034264. PGW has also raised the 
WNA issue in its on-going base rate proceeding at Docket No. R-2023-3037933. In its Petition, 
PGW states that another potential May 2023 “anomaly” could occur for the May 2023 period and 
requests emergency relief in order to avoid a similar occurrence. Id. at ¶¶ 20, 25-27. Given the 
potential significant financial harm to customers, the OCA supports the Company’s emergency 
action and proposal to remove May 2023 from the WNA clause. In particular, the OCA agrees with 
PGW’s Petition that without relief, low-income customers who are already suffering during a time 
of increasing inflation may experience greater financial hardship.  Id. at ¶¶ 26, 29. As PGW states, 
“the most effective way to address these impacts for the benefit of potentially affected customers 
is to proactively remove this May from the WNA formula so as to minimize or avoid any 
irreparable injury from occurring.” Id. at ¶¶ 26, 29. 
 
 The OCA notes that also on April 27, 2023, PGW filed a separately docketed Petition for 
Interlocutory Review and Answer to Material Question (Petition for Interlocutory Review). PGW  
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references the filing in the instant Petition. See Petition ¶¶ As PGW states in the instant Petition, 
the OCA does not support the Company’s Petition for Interlocutory Review. The OCA will 
separately file an Answer to the Petition for Interlocutory Review. 
 
 For the reasons set forth above, the OCA respectfully requests that PGW’s Petition for 
Emergency Order be approved by April 28, 2023, and that the WNA be suspended for May 2023. 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      /s/ Christy M. Appleby 
      Christy M. Appleby 
      Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate 
      PA Attorney I.D. # 85824 
      E-Mail: CAppleby@paoca.org 
 
      Aron J. Beatty 
      Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate 
      PA Attorney I.D. # 86625 
      E-Mail: ABeatty@paoca.org 
 
 
 
Enclosures: 
cc: Chairman Gladys Brown Dutrieuille (email only) 

Vice Chairman Stephen M. DeFrank (email only) 
Commissioner Ralph V. Yanora (email only) 
Commissioner Kathryn L. Zerfuss (email only) 
Commissioner John F. Coleman, Jr. (email only) 
Robert Gramola, Acting Executive Director (email only) 
Kriss Brown, Law Bureau (email only: kribrown@pa.gov) 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

Petition of Philadelphia Gas Works for :  Docket No. P-2023-3040233 
Emergency Order    : 

 
I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the following document, the Office 

of Consumer Advocate’s Letter in Lieu of an Answer, upon parties of record in this proceeding in 

accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a participant), in the 

manner and upon the persons listed below: 

Dated this 27th day of April 2023. 

 
SERVICE BY E-MAIL ONLY 

 
Carrie B. Wright, Esquire    Sharon E. Webb, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement  Office of Small Business Advocate 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission  555 Walnut Street 
Commonwealth Keystone Building   1st Floor, Forum Place  
400 North Street, 2nd Floor    Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
Harrisburg, PA 17120     swebb@pa.gov 
carwright@pa.gov     Counsel for OSBA 
Counsel for I&E  
 
Daniel Clearfield, Esquire  Craig Berry, Esquire 
Karen O. Moury, Esquire  Philadelphia Gas Works 
Deanne M. O’Dell, Esquire  800 West Montgomery Avenue 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC  Philadelphia, PA 19122 
213 Market Street, 8th Floor  craig.berry@pgworks.com 
Harrisburg, PA 17101  Counsel for PGW 
dclearfield@eckertseamans.com   
kmoury@eckertseamans.com 
dodell@eckertseamans.com 
Counsel for PGW 
 
John W. Sweet, Esquire    Robert W. Ballenger, Esquire 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire    Joline R. Price, Esquire 
Ria M. Pereira, Esquire    Community Legal Services, Inc. 
Lauren N. Berman, Esquire    1424 Chestnut Street 
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project   Philadelphia, PA 19102 
118 Locust Street     rballenger@clsphila.org 
Harrisburg, PA 17101     jprice@clsphila.org 
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org    Counsel for TURN 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA     
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SERVICE BY E-MAIL ONLY (continued)  
 
Charis Mincavage, Esquire 
Adeolu A. Bakare, Esquire 
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC 
100 Pine Street 
P.O. Box 1166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166 
cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com 
abakare@mcneeslaw.com 
Counsel for “PICGUG” 
 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Christy M. Appleby 
Christy M. Appleby     Counsel for: 
Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate   Office of Consumer Advocate 
PA Attorney I.D. # 85824    555 Walnut Street 
E-Mail: CAppleby@paoca.org    5th Floor, Forum Place 
       Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
Aron J. Beatty      Phone: (717) 783-5048 
Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate   Dated: April 27, 2023 
PA Attorney I.D. # 86625    *345251 
E-Mail: ABeatty@paoca.org    
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