BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Melanie Kokenda




:








:


v.





:
C-2023-3038774







:
West Penn Power Company



:

FIRST INTERIM ORDER
DENYING COMPLAINANT’S MOTION FOR HEARING CONTINUANCE
By Hearing Notice dated May 25, 2023, an initial telephone hearing is scheduled before me in this proceeding for Wednesday, July 12, 2023fillin "Day & Date" \d "" at 10:00 a.m.fillin "Time" \d ""  On May 25, 2023,  I issued a Prehearing Order reminding the Parties about the scheduled date and time for the telephonic hearing.  Additionally, I informed the Parties about the hearing procedures including the procedure to follow to request a hearing continuance.  On June 28, 2023, I received a letter from Complainant Melaine Kokenda.  The letter suggests that Complainant is requesting a continuance of the scheduled hearing.  A copy of the letter is attached hereto as Attachment A.  More specifically, the letter reads as follows:
Requesting A Continuance

The mailed copy received 6-22-23.

The unit should never [have] been placed by the steps.

The cost way exceed what was offered.

Due to unforeseen circumstances the three-year statute should be waived.

Many Best Regards

Melanie S. Kokenda

Cc: Torie Geisler W.P. Power
Cc: H. Conrad A. Johnson

 

Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b), a request for a change of the scheduled hearing date should be submitted by motion in writing, filed no later than five (5) days prior to the hearing with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission).  The motion must state the facts upon which the request rests.  Only for good cause shown will requests for a hearing continuance be considered.  52 Pa. Code §1.15(b). 


Although a written Motion was not filed in accordance with the rule, waiver of this requirement is permitted.  Under 52 Pa. Code §1.2, a presiding officer at any stage of an action or proceeding may waive a requirement of a rule when necessary or appropriate, if waiver does not adversely affect a substantive right of a party.  Such are the circumstances in this case.  Therefore, Complainant’s letter will be treated as a motion requesting a hearing continuance.  



Complainant’s motion fails to give any reason for requesting a continuance of the scheduled hearing.  Thus, Complainant’s motion fails to state good cause warranting the granting of a hearing continuance.  Accordingly in the ordering paragraphs below, Complainant’s motion for a hearing continuance will be denied.
The Parties are encouraged to talk with each other to resolve this matter or some portion thereof.  It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlement.  52 Pa. Code §5.231.  
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
1. That Complainant Melaine S. Kokenda’s motion for a continuance of initial telephonic hearing scheduled for July 12, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. in the matter of Melaine S. Kokenda v. West Penn Power Company at Docket No. C‑2023-3038774 is hereby denied.
2.
That the initial telephonic hearing in the matter of Melaine S. Kokenda v. West Penn Power Company at Docket No. C‑2023-3038774 shall convene as scheduled on July 12, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. 
[image: image1]
Date:
July 6, 2023




ATTACHMENT A
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Conrad A. Johnson,
Administrative Law'Judge




C-2023-3038774 - MELANIE S. KOKENDA v. WEST PENN POWER COMPANY

MELANIE S KOKENDA

MARGARET MORRIS ESQUIRE

REGER RIZZO & DARNALL

CIRA CENTRE 13TH FLOOR

2929 ARCH STREET

PHILADELPHIA PA  19104

215.495.6524
mmorris@regerlaw.com

Accepts eService
Represents West Penn Power Company
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