BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Kathleen A. Plumb					:		C-2023-3041181
								:	
		v.						:		
								:
Duquesne Light Company				:



INTERIM ORDER
GRANTING REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE

		On June 8, 2023, Kathleen Plumb (Complainant) filed a formal complaint against Duquesne Light Company (DLC).  Ms. Plumb states that she has concerns about a new monopole that was installed beside her home because the lines are lower than she thinks they should be.

		DLC filed an answer to the complaint on June 28, 2023, admitting that it replaced the lattice structure near Ms. Plumb’s property with a steel monopole.  According to DLC the steel monopole conforms to the Commission-approved application for the replacement project and meets or exceeds industry standards.  DLC notes that the specifications of the replacement pole are proprietary.

		By hearing notice dated July 25, 2023, the Office of Administrative Law Judge assigned the case to me and scheduled a hearing a hearing on September 7, 2023.  I issued a prehearing order on July 26, 2023.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	DLC filed a motion for a protective order on June 26, 2023.  I denied the motion on July 31, 2023.] 


		On August 4, 2023, Attorney David J. Barton entered an appearance to represent Ms. Plumb.  The Complainant filed a motion for a continuance of the September 7, 2023 hearing to permit counsel an opportunity to gather evidence and adequately prepare for a hearing.  The motion represents that counsel for DLC consents to the continuance.
		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the hearing scheduled for September 7, 2023 is cancelled.
		2.	That on or before October 13, 2023, the parties shall file a joint status report which provides an update on the status of discovery and proposes a schedule for further proceedings.  The status report shall include at least three alternative dates when both parties and their witnesses are available for hearing.

		3.	The parties are reminded that that Commission policy encourages settlement.  It is expected that the parties will communicate with each other in an attempt to resolve their dispute.  In the event that the parties have productive settlement discussions and require additional time to discuss potential resolution of their dispute, they may request a further continuance in lieu of proposed hearing dates in the October 13, 2023 joint status report.

		4.	That all other provisions of the prehearing order issued on July 26, 2023, remain in effect.
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