BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Olga Artamoshina					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2023-3041056
							:
Metropolitan Edison Company			:
						


INTERIM ORDER
CONVERTING INITIAL HEARING TO A PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On June 1, 2023, Olga Artamoshina (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint (Complaint) with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against Metropolitan Edison Company (Respondent or Company).  The Complaint concerns the construction of a high-voltage transmission line in Pike County.  In short, Complainant in her Complaint raises health, safety, and aesthetic concerns in relation to the transmission line project.

On June 21, 2023, Respondent filed an Answer and New Matter to the Complaint.  In its New Matter, Respondent asserted that the transmission line in question is under the control and ownership of the Mid-Atlantic Interstate Transmission (MAIT).  Thus, Respondent argued that the Complaint was filed against the wrong party.  

The New Matter contained a Notice to Plead.  Complainant did not file a Response to the New Matter.

On July 24, 2023, a telephone hearing notice was served to the parties scheduling a telephonic evidentiary hearing in this matter for September 18, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.      

On August 4, 2023, Respondent filed a Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings.  In its Motion, Respondent argued that an evidentiary hearing in this matter was not necessary, and that Respondent was entitled to a judgment as a matter of law because the Complaint was filed against the wrong party.  Respondent argued that it is not involved in the transmission line construction project in question as MAIT is the party with ownership and control over the project.  Attached to the Motion was an Opinion and Order, entered by the Commission on August 24, 2016, at Docket No. A-2015-2488903.  The Commission in its Opinion and Order approved a settlement which, amongst other things, granted MAIT a Certificate of Public Convenience to operate as a public utility within this Commonwealth and transferred certain transmission assets from Respondent to MAIT.  As a result of this transaction, Respondent no longer owns facilities serving a transmission function.  However, the Commission retains jurisdiction over MAIT with respect to the oversight of the safety and reliability of its transmission facilities.

The Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings contained a Notice to Plead.  Complainant did not file a Response to the Motion.

		By way of this Order, the September 18, 2023, evidentiary hearing will be converted to a prehearing conference.  The purpose of the prehearing conference will be to discuss the outstanding preliminary motion and potential options to resolve this matter.
		
ORDER

1. That the Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing scheduled for September 18, 2023, is hereby converted to an Initial Prehearing Conference; the Prehearing Conference will be a Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference and shall also occur on September 18, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.

2. That the Office of Administrative Law Judge will issue a Hearing Type Change Notice, changing the scheduled Initial Telephonic Hearing into an Initial Prehearing Conference.


3. The parties are NOT required to submit prehearing memoranda for the scheduled prehearing conference.  The parties should be prepared to discuss the outstanding preliminary motion and potential options to resolve this matter.


	

Date:  August 25, 2023					______________________________
								Alphonso Arnold III
						       		Administrative Law Judge
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