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APPLICATION TO ABOLISH CROSSINGS 

 
 Allegheny Valley Railroad Company ("Applicant"), by and through its undersigned 

counsel, hereby files this Application, pursuant to the provisions of 66 Pa. C.S. § 2702 and 52 Pa. 

Code § 5.13, for the abolition of nine public rail-highway crossings in the City of Pittsburgh 

(“City”) and Borough of Aspinwall, Allegheny County, based upon the following: 

1. The name and address of the Applicant is Allegheny Valley Railroad Company, 

John Ashbridge, Senior Vice President, Building 1, Suite 100, 519 Cedar Way, Oakmont, 

Pennsylvania, 15139. 

2. The name and address of counsel for the Applicant is Thomas J. Healey, Fletcher 

& Sippel, LLC, 29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800, Chicago, Illinois, 60606-3208. 

3. The Applicant is a Pennsylvania corporation and a freight railroad engaged in the 

business of transportation of property.  It makes this Application pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 2702. 

4. Applicant intends to file before the Surface Transportation Board a notice of 

exemption for abandonment of the following portions of Applicant's rail lines: 

Portions of AVR’s Brilliant Branch, beginning at approximately Railroad Mile 
Post 0.7 in East Liberty, in the City of Pittsburgh, crossing AVR's Allegheny 
Branch and the Allegheny River, passing through the Borough of Aspinwall and 
ending at approximately Railroad Mile Post 3.0, in the City of Pittsburgh; its 
Brilliant Branch-West Leg Wye beginning at approximately Railroad Mile Post 
0.0 on AVR's Allegheny River Bridge in the Borough of Aspinwall and ending at 
approximately Railroad Mile Post 0.5, in the Township of O'Hara; and a portion 
of its Allegheny Branch Connection in the City of Pittsburgh beginning at 



approximately Railroad Mile Post 1.8, being at the connection to the Brilliant 
Branch, and ending at approximately Railroad Milepost 2.6, being approximately 
528 feet westerly of its connection to AVR's Allegheny Branch; and together 
containing a total of 3.6 route miles of railroad lines, collectively referred to 
herein as the “Subject Lines.” 

 

5. The subject crossings which Applicant seeks to abolish on the Subject Lines are 

as follows:  

a. Railroad over River Avenue in Aspinwall – DOT # _________1 

b. Railroad over Norfolk Southern in Aspinwall 

c. Railroad over Lock Way E in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 003 G 

d. Railroad over Allegheny River Blvd in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 004 N 

e. Railroad over Allegheny River Blvd in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 005V 

f. Railroad over Leech Farm Road in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 006 C 

g. Railroad under Larimer Avenue in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 007 J 

h. Railroad over Lincoln Avenue in Pittsburgh – DOT # 511 008 R 

i. Railroad over Silver Lake Drive in Pittsburgh – DOT # 933 769 E 

6. Maps showing the location of the subject crossings are attached as Exhibit A. 

7. All parties potentially interested in this matter are identified in Exhibit B. 

8. No physical changes are planned for any of the subject crossings as a result of the 

abandonment process. 

9. AVR intends to convey all its right, title and interest (if any), subject to a right to 

reactivate rail service, in the Subject Lines to the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County 

(“RAAC”) a body corporate and politic created and existing pursuant to the Pennsylvania Urban 

 
1   Crossings a and b are remnant structures on which no trains have operated for more than 30 
years. 



Redevelopment Law, 35 P.S. § 1701 et seq., for purposes of establishment of a recreational trail, 

pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 10903 and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29. 

10. Following conveyance of the Subject Lines, RAAC has agreed to accept all future

maintenance responsibility for all crossing structures on the Subject Lines, which the exception 

of the Larimer Street crossing structure, which was assigned to the City of Pittsburgh in the PUC 

Order entered March 12, 1992, in the proceeding docketed to I-860015. 

WHEREFORE, Allegheny Valley Railroad Company respectfully requests that this 

honorable Commission grant its Application to abolish the nine aforementioned separated-grade 

crossings and to assign future maintenance responsibilities for the abolished crossings as stated 

above. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FLETCHER & SIPPEL, LLC 

By:  _____________________________ 
Thomas J. Healey, Esquire 
ARDC No. 6198785 
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL  60606-3208 
Telephone: (312) 252-1505 
Fax: (312) 252-2400 
Email: thealey@fletcher-sippel.com 
Counsel for Allegheny Valley Railroad 
Company 

Date: September 11, 2023 

/s/ Thomas J. Healey
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Emily Gurney, hereby certify that I served one (1) copy of the Application to Abolish 
Crossings of Allegheny Valley Railroad Company, this day, via electronic mail addressed to: 

Jade M. Salyards, Esquire 
Assistant Counsel 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation 
Office of Chief Counsel 
P.O. Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-8212 
jsalyards@pa.gov 

Kayla L. Rost, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
karost@pa.gov 

Mark Chappell, P.E., Chief 
Bureau of Design Row & Utility 
Division 
PennDOT 
PO Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3362 
marchappel@pa.gov 

Cheryl L. Moon-Siranni, P.E. 
Engineering District 11-0 
Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 
45 ThomsRun Road 
Bridgeville, PA 15017 
csirianni@pa.gov 

Lawrence H. Baumiller, Esquire 
City of Pittsburgh Department of Law 
414 Grant Street, Suite 313 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
Lawrence.baumiller@pittsburghpa.gov 

Michael Denny 
People Gas Company  LLC 
336 E Cunningham St. 
Butler, PA. 16001 
michael.denny@peoples-gas.com 

Deborah Barum 
Verizon Pennsylvania LLC 
1026 Hay Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
deborah.d.delia@verizon.com 

Joe Tewell 
The Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority 
1200 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
jtewell@pgh20.com  



Dave Spring 
Sargent Electric Company  
2740 Smallman Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
DSPRING@SARGENTELECTRIC.C
OM  

Kyle Parison 
Duquesne Light Company 
2645 New Beaver Ave  
PA-TD 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
kparison@duqlight.com  

Charles Detwiler 
Comcast 
1530 Chartiers Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15204 
charles_detwiler@cable.comcast.com 

Fiber Dig Team Personnel 
Crown Castle 
150 Corporate Drive 
Cannonsburg, PA 15317 
fiber.dig@crowncastle.com 

Shawn Blanner 
DQE Communications LLC 
45 S 23rd Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 
sblanner@dqe.com  

Meghan Simoneaux 
Allegheny County Dept of Public Works 
542 Forbes Ave 501 Office Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
MEGHAN.SIMONEAUX@ALLEGHENYCOUNT
Y.US

Julianne Freeman, Esquire 
Counsel  
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
650 West Peachtree Street NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 
julianne.freeman@nscorp.com  

Benjamin C. Dunlap, Jr., Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
200 North 3rd Street, 18th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17103 
bdunlapjr@nssh.com  

Stephen M. Papernick, Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
301 Grant Street 
One Oxford Centre 
34th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
spapernick@papernick-defsky.com 

Jeffrey Skalican 
Deputy Director of Mobility and Infrastructure 
City of Pittsburgh 
City County Building, Suite 301 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Jeff.skalican@pittsburghpa.gov 

Joseph Noro, Mayor 
Borough of Aspinwall 
217 Commercial Ave 
Aspinwall, PA 15215 
noro.joseph@gmail.com 

Stephen L. Korbel, Esquire 
Solicitor Borough of Aspinwall 
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir 
Two Gateway Center 
603 Stanwix Street, 6th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
skorbel@babstcalland.com 

Name:  

Date: September 11, 2023 

/s/ Emily Gurney



EXHIBIT “A” 

a) MAP OF RAILROAD OVER RIVER AVENUE – DOT #________1

b) MAP OF RAILROAD OVER NORFOLK SOUTHERN IN ASPINWALL

1   Crossings a and b are remnant structures on which no trains have operated for more than 30 
years. 
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MAP OF RAILROAD OVER LOCK WAY E  - DOT #511 003 G 
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MAP OF RAILROAD OVER ALLEGHENY RIVER BOULEVARD – DOT # 511 004 N 
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MAP OF RAILROAD OVER ALLEGHENY RIVER BOULEVARD – DOT # 511 005 V 
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MAP OF RAILROAD OVER LEECH FARM ROAD – DOT # 511 006 C
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MAP OF RAILROAD UNDER LARIMER AVENUE – DOT # 511 007 J 
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MAP OF RAILROAD OVER LINCOLN AVENUE – DOT # 511 008 R 
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MAP OF RAILROAD  OVER SILVER LAKE DRIVE – DOT # 933 769 E 
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EXHIBIT “B” 

LIST OF ALL CONCERNED PERSONS, PARTIES AND ENTITIES   

 
Jade M. Salyards, Esquire 
Assistant Counsel 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation 
Office of Chief Counsel 
P.O. Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-8212 
jsalyards@pa.gov 

Kayla L. Rost, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA  17120 
karost@pa.gov 

 
Mark Chappell, P.E., Chief 
Bureau of Design Row & Utility 
Division 
PennDOT 
PO Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA  17105-3362 
marchappel@pa.gov 

 
Cheryl L. Moon-Siranni, P.E. 
Engineering District 11-0 
Pennsylvania Dept. of Transportation 
45 ThomsRun Road 
Bridgeville, PA 15017 
csirianni@pa.gov 

 
Lawrence H. Baumiller, Esquire 
City of Pittsburgh Department of Law 
414 Grant Street, Suite 313 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 
Lawrence.baumiller@pittsburghpa.gov 
 

 
Michael Denny 
People Gas Company  LLC 
336 E CUNNINGHAM ST 
Butler, PA 16001 
michael.denny@peoples-gas.com  

 
Deborah Barum 
Verizon Pennsylvania LLC 
1026 Hay Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15221 
deborah.d.delia@verizon.com  

 
Joe Tewell 
The Pittsburgh Water & Sewer Authority 
1200 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
jtewell@pgh20.com  

 
Dave Spring 
Sargent Electric Company  
2740 Smallman Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
DSPRING@SARGENTELECTRIC.C
OM  

 
Kyle Parison 
Duquesne Light Company 
2645 New Beaver Ave  
PA-TD 
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
kparison@duqlight.com  
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Charles Detwiler 
Comcast 
1530 Chartiers Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15204 
charles_detwiler@cable.comcast.com  

Fiber Dig Team Personnel 
Crown Castle 
150 Corporate Drive 
Cannonsburg, PA 15317 
fiber.dig@crowncastle.com   

 
Shawn Blanner 
DQE Communications LLC 
45 S 23rd Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 
sblanner@dqe.com  

 
Meghan Simoneaux 
Allegheny County Dept of Public Works 
542 Forbes Ave 501 Office Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
MEGHAN.SIMONEAUX@ALLEGHENYCOUNT
Y.US  

 
Julianne Freeman, Esquire 
Counsel  
Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
650 West Peachtree Street NW 
Atlanta, GA 30308 
julianne.freeman@nscorp.com  

 
Benjamin C. Dunlap, Jr., Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
200 North 3rd Street, 18th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17103 
bdunlapjr@nssh.com  

 
Stephen M. Papernick, Esquire 
Counsel for RAAC 
301 Grant Street 
One Oxford Centre 
34th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
spapernick@papernick-defsky.com 

 
Jeffrey Skalican 
Deputy Director of Mobility and Infrastructure  
City of Pittsburgh 
City County Building, Suite 301 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Jeff.skalican@pittsburghpa.gov  

 
Joseph Noro, Mayor 
Borough of Aspinwall 
217 Commercial Ave 
Aspinwall, PA 15215 
noro.joseph@gmail.com 

 
Stephen L. Korbel, Esquire 
Solicitor Borough of Aspinwall 
Babst, Calland, Clements & Zomnir 
Two Gateway Center 
603 Stanwix Street 
6th Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
skorbel@babstcalland.com 

 




