BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,		:		
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement		:
		:
	v.	:	C-2023-3041102
		:
PECO Energy Company	:



INTERIM ORDER GRANTING RESPONDENT’S 
SECOND MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE

By Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice dated June 28, 2023, an Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing was scheduled for August 22, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

By Motion of PECO Energy Company for Continuance of Initial Telephonic Hearing Date filed with the Commission’s Secretary on July 26, 2023, PECO Energy Company (PECO) requested a continuance of the August 22, 2023 hearing because settlement discussions between PECO and the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) were ongoing, and because the parties would like additional time to continue these discussions.  PECO further averred that it was authorized to represent that I&E supported this request for a continuance of the August 22, 2023 hearing date, and that the parties requested a sixty (60) day continuance of the scheduled hearing.

By Interim Order dated August 9, 2023, I granted PECO’s Motion for Continuance.

By Telephonic Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Notice dated August 10, 2023, the Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing was rescheduled for October 31, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

		By Motion of PECO Energy Company for Continuance of Initial Telephonic Hearing Date filed with the Commission’s Secretary on September 26, 2023, PECO requested a continuance of the October 31, 2023[footnoteRef:1] hearing because the ongoing settlement discussions between PECO and I&E have been fruitful.  PECO averred that good cause exists to continue the scheduled hearing to a later date to allow the parties additional time to contemplate and possibly complete a settlement.  PECO further averred that it is authorized to represent that I&E supports this request for a continuance of the October 31, 2023 hearing date, and that the parties request an additional sixty (60) day continuance of the scheduled hearing.   [1:  	The Respondent incorrectly listed the hearing date as October 10, 2023 in the Motion for Continuance.  
] 


		The August 10, 2023 Telephonic Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Notice advised the parties that they may request a continuance of the hearing “if you have good reason” and that “[a]ll continuances will be granted only for good cause.”  The Notice further instructed that a request to change the scheduled hearing should be submitted at least five days prior to the hearing date, be in writing and state the agreement or opposition of the other party.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	My August 18, 2023 Prehearing Order advised the parties that motions for continuance must be submitted to me through my legal assistant.  PECO did not submit its Motion to me through my legal assistant.  Instead, I discovered the Motion attached to the docket for this case on the Commission’s internal docketing system.  The parties are reminded that, in accordance with my August 18, 2023 Prehearing Order, all requests and/or communications must be submitted to me through my legal assistant.  
] 


		It is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.[footnoteRef:3]  Since the parties are engaged in ongoing settlement discussions and want additional time to continue those discussions, and since both parties agree to the continuance request, I find that PECO established good cause to postpone the October 31, 2023 hearing.  Accordingly, PECO’s timely request for a second sixty-day continuance is granted.  A Notice canceling the current hearing date and rescheduling to a future date will be issued.    [3:  	52 Pa. Code § 5.231] 





ORDER


		THEREFORE, 

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Motion of PECO Energy Company for Continuance of Initial Telephonic Hearing Date filed on September 26, 2023 in the matter of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2023-3041102 is granted;

2. That the request for an additional 60-day continuance is granted in the matter of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2023-3041102; 

3. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for October 31, 2023 in the matter of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2023-3041102 is cancelled; and 

4. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall reschedule this matter for a hearing after January 3, 2024 and notify the parties in writing.


Date:  October 10, 2023										
		Christopher P. Pell
		Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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