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PennDOT Engineering District 4-0 
55 Keystone Industrial Park Road | Dunmore, PA  18512 | 570.963.4061 | www.penndot.pa.gov 

 October 12, 2023 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED 

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 

Re:  Application of the Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania for approval to replace the existing bridge where West 
Lackawanna Avenue crosses above the track(s) of Norfolk Southern Railway 
Corporation, DOT Number 265 971 V in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna 
County and the allocation of costs incident thereto. 

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

Enclosed for filing, please find the Application of the Department of Transportation.  

A copy of this Application and Exhibits has been served upon the parties in the 
Certificate of Service to the Application. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Fenton 
Grade Crossing Engineer 
Engineering District 4-0 
Department of Transportation 

Attachments 

CC: Parties of Record 

William Sinick, P.E., Rail Safety Engineering Section PUC, 3rd Floor, CKB 
Michael Grantner P.E., Senior Project Engineer, STV Engineering  
Summer Koziel, P.E., Assistant Liaison Engineer, PennDOT 
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Application of the Department of Transportation of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to 
replace the existing bridge where West Lackawanna 
Avenue crosses above the track(s) of Norfolk 
Southern Railway Corporation, DOT Number 265 
971 V in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, 
and the allocation of costs incident thereto. 

 
 

Application  
Docket No.____________________ 

Electronically Filed 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document upon the 
participants listed below, in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54.

D. Shawn Starling, P.E
Senior Engineer Public Improvements
Norfolk Southern Railway Corporation
650 West Peachtree NW – Box 45
Atlanta, GA 30308
404-527-2536
Douglas.Starling@nscorp.com

Robert Hoffer, P.E. 
Structural Engineer, Transportation 
AECOM 
100 Sterling Parkway 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17050 
717-795-8001
Robert.Hoffer@aecom.com

Jerry Notarianni, Chairperson 
Lackawanna County Commissioners 
123 Wyoming Avenue 
Scranton, Pa. 18503 
570-963-6800
notariannij@lackawannacounty.org

The Honorable Paige Cognetti, Mayor 
City of Scranton 
340 N. Washington Street 
Scranton, Pa. 18503 
570-348-4100
scranton311@scrantonpa.gov

Michael L. Grantner, P.E. 
Senior Project Manager 
STV 
1818 Market Street. Suite 2300 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103 
215-832-3556
michael.grantner@stvinc.com

Charlotte Krupa 
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
2 North Ninth Street 
Allentown, PA 18101-1179 
cakrupa@pplweb.com 

Verizon Pennsylvania Inc. (VER1) 
Attn: John Bayzick 
105 Monahan Avenue 
Dunmore, Pa. 18512 
570-342-6586
john.j.bayzick@verizon.com

PA. American Water 
Scranton Sewer Division 
Attn. Jeremy Hull 
2500 Sanitary Drive 
Scranton, Pa. 18505 
570-614-3333
jeremy.hull@amwater.com

mailto:Douglas.Starling@nscorp.com
mailto:Robert.Hoffer@aecom.com
mailto:notariannij@lackawannacounty.org
mailto:scranton311@scrantonpa.gov
mailto:michael.grantner@stvinc.com
mailto:cakrupa@pplweb.com
mailto:john.j.bayzick@verizon.com
mailto:jeremy.hull@amwater.com
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Frontier Communications Corporation 
Attn. Al Zuba 
300 E Laird St 
Wilkes Barre, PA 18702 
Albert.zuba@ftr.com 

Comcast Cable Communications 
Management, LLC.  
Attn. Ronald Pawlowski 
1 Comcast Way 
Duryea, PA 18642-1114 
Ronald_Pawlowski@cable.comcast.com 

Sprint 
Attn. Wesley Carpenter 
484 Williamsport Pike 
Box 113 
Martinsburg, WV. 25404 
304-262-2810
Wesley.carpenter@ericsson.com

Pennsylvania American Water (PAWC03) 
Attn. Jeremy Nelson 
2699 Stafford Avenue 
Scranton, Pa. 18507 
570-266-2031
jeremy.nelson@amwater.com

AT&T Corp. (ATT1) 
Attn. Mike Huddleston 
C/O Michael Baker Corp. 
100 Airside Drive 
Airside Business Park 
Moon Township, Pa. 15009 
724-495-4416
mhuddleston@mbakerintl.com

Dated this 12th Day of October 2023 _______________________ 

John E. Pfeiffer 
PA Department of Transportation 
District Office 4-0 
55 Keystone Industrial Park 
Dunmore, PA 18512-1516 
570-963-4995
jopfeiffer@pa.gov

mailto:jeremy.nelson@amwater.com
mailto:mhuddleston@mbakerintl.com
mailto:Albert.zuba@ftr.com
mailto:Ronald_Pawlowski@cable.comcast.com
mailto:Wesley.carpenter@ericsson.com
mailto:jopfeiffer@pa.gov


BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Application of the Department of Transportation of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to 
replace the existing bridge where West Lackawanna 
Avenue crosses above the track(s) of Norfolk 
Southern Railway Corporation, DOT Number 265 
971 V in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, 
and the allocation of costs incident thereto. 

Application  
Docket No.____________________ 

Electronically Filed 

Application  
Docket No.____________________ 

Electronically Filed 

APPLICATION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION   

Applicant, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, files this 

Application pursuant to the provisions of 66 Pa.C.S § 2702 and 52 Pa. Code § 5.13 for the 

replacement of the public above grade crossing where West Lackawanna Avenue  crosses above 

the tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Corporation at DOT Number 265 971 V in the City of 

Scranton, Lackawanna County as described below: 

1. The name and address of Applicant are Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of

Transportation, Susan Hazelton P.E., Assistant District Executive, Engineering District

4-0, 55 Keystone Industrial Park, Dunmore, PA 18512.

2. The name and address of attorney for the Applicant are Donald J. Smith, Chief Counsel,

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation, Office of Chief Counsel, P.O.

Box 8212, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212.
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3. The Applicant is an agency of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, organized and existing under

the Administrative Code of 1929, 71 P.S. § 511, et seq. and generally 36 P.S. § 670 - 401 et seq., 

filing this Application on its behalf and on behalf of the City of Scranton as evidenced by the 

resolution dated June 22, 2021 which is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A”. 

4. The names and addresses of the persons, parties and entities concerned in, or affected by the

proposed construction, to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge, are shown in the certificate of 

service.  In addition to those served, the Applicant requests that the following also receive service 

of all documents in this matter: 

Mark J. Chappell, P.E., Chief  
Right of Way, Utilities and Grade Crossing 
Division 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
PO Box 3362 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3362 
marchappel@pa.gov 

Karen L. Cummings, Esquire 
Counsel for Applicant  
Office of Chief of Counsel 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
PO Box 8212 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8212 
kcummings@pa.gov  

5. The Applicant is seeking approval to replace the superstructure of the existing, locally owned 

bridge carrying West Lackawanna Avenue over the track(s) of Norfolk Southern Railway 

Company at Mile Post HA-671.01. A Location Map is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit 

“B”. A copy of the Type, Size, and Location Plans is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “C”. 

6. The Applicant is aware of prior Public Utility Commission proceedings for this crossing at 

Docket Number A-00111036. 

mailto:marchappel@pa.gov
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7. The average daily traffic for West Lackawanna Avenue at this crossing is 13,583 vehicles with

5% trucks. 

8. The estimated total cost for the project subject to the application and described above is

$10,000,000.  It is anticipated that the funding for the project will be federal funds and state funds.  

9. This project is necessary and proper for the safety and convenience of the public.

10. A conference of all parties of interest should be held to discuss the proposed alteration.

Wherefore, Applicant respectfully requests that the Public Utility Commission approve this 

application: 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Susan Hazelton, P.E. 
Assistant District Executive 
Engineering District 4-0 
Department of Transportation 
55 Keystone Industrial Park 
Dunmore, PA 18512 
Phone (570) 963-4045 
Fax (570) 963-4949 

Dated: October 11, 2023 shazelton@pa.gov 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

CHECKED:DESIGNED: CADD:CHECKED:

PREPARED BY

STV Incorporated

DATE

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER

REVISIONS

Description By Chk'd. DateRecm'd

DISTRICT BRIDGE ENGINEER

BMS STR ID: 35-7302-1211-0002 MPMS/ECMS PROJ: 7764 BRKEY: PENDING

DOUGLASSVILLE, PA 19518

205 WEST WELSH DRIVE

2

331

ADJACENT BOX BEAM BRIDGE

SINGLE-SPAN PRESTRESSED CONCRETE

STA 146+33.50

THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD

WEST LACKAWANNA AVENUE OVER

CITY OF SCRANTON, LACKAWANNA CO.
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

CHECKED:DESIGNED: CADD:CHECKED:

REVISIONS

Description By Chk'd. DateRecm'd

BMS STR ID: 35-7302-1211-0002 MPMS/ECMS PROJ: 7764 BRKEY: PENDING

2

331

ADJACENT BOX BEAM BRIDGE

SINGLE-SPAN PRESTRESSED CONCRETE

STA 146+33.50

THE NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD

WEST LACKAWANNA AVENUE OVER

CITY OF SCRANTON, LACKAWANNA CO.
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FENCE FABRIC 
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WITH 9 GAGE,  

COATED STEEL 

FENCE, VINYL 

PROTECTIVE 

BARRIER 

SR 7302 CONSTR �

ADJACENT BOX BEAM (TYP)

48" X 39" P/S CONCRETE 

1'-6" MIN

UTILITY BAY

OPTIC DUCTS

� 4" DIA FIBER

PG

7 SPA @ 4'-0 1/2" = 28'-3 1/2"2'-1 1/4"

1 1/4" 1 1/4"

2'-1 1/4"8 SPA @ 4'-0 1/2" = 32'-4"

8" MIN SLAB *

SLAB *

5 1/2" MIN

5'-6"

WEARING SURFACE.

INCLUDES 1/2" INTEGRAL*

LEVELLEVEL

DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS

GENERAL

GENERAL NOTES

DESIGN LIVE LOADS

DEAD LOADS

PROTECTIVE COATING

UTILITY NOTES

JMG

GENERAL NOTES & TYPICAL SECTION

2

TRL OT OT

0.0948  f'c

MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE TENSILE STRESS IN PRECOMPRESSED TENSILE ZONE: 3.

 

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE: ADTT 340 (2043) (ONE-DIRECTIONAL)

FATIGUE DESIGN IS BASED ON THE FOLLOWING: 2.

PHL-93, P-82 AND P2016-13 1.

DESIGN IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LRFD METHOD.3.

DISTRIBUTION FACTOR METHOD.

LIVE LOAD DISTRIBUTION TO GIRDERS IS BASED UPON  THE DM-4 2.

DESIGN MANUAL, PART 4, DECEMBER 2019 (INCLUDING LATEST REVISIONS). 

AASHTO LRFD BRIDGE DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS 2017, AND AS SUPPLEMENTED BY 1.

SIX (6) 4-INCH DIAMETER FIBER OPTIC DUCTS AT 10 PLF EACH.3.

OF THE CONCRETE IN THE VALLEYS OF THE FORMS.

FORMS THAT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT THE WEIGHT OF THE FORM, PLUS THE WEIGHT 

INCLUDES A SURFACE AREA DENSITY OF 0.015 KSF FOR PERMANENT METAL DECK 2.

ON THE DECK SLAB.

INCLUDES SURFACE AREA DENSITY OF 0.030 KSF FOR FUTURE WEARING SURFACE 1.

16.SUPERSTRUCTURE DIMENSIONS SHOWN ARE FOR A NORMAL TEMPERATURE OF 68°F.

15.DECK SLAB THICKNESS INCLUDES A 1/2 IN. INTEGRAL WEARING SURFACE.

DECK SLAB.

14.USE EITHER PERMANENT METAL FORMS OR REMOVABLE FORMS TO CONSTRUCT THE 

13.ALL DIMENSIONS SHOWN ARE HORIZONTAL, EXCEPT AS NOTED.

12.CHAMFER EXPOSED CONCRETE EDGES 3/4 IN. BY 3/4 IN., EXCEPT AS NOTED.

POSITION.

11.PLACE CHEEKWALL AND CONCRETE SHEAR BLOCKS AFTER BEAMS ARE SET IN 

CENTERLINE OF BEARINGS.

10.CONSTRUCT DECK SLAB TRANSVERSE CONSTRUCTION JOINTS PARALLEL TO BRIDGE 

  

9. SITE CLASS  IS NOT  CLASS E.

RAKE-FINISH ALL HORIZONTAL CONSTRUCTION JOINTS, EXCEPT AS INDICATED.8.

REINFORCING STEEL BARS AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO THE DEPARTMENT.

GALVANIZED REINFORCING STEEL BARS MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR EPOXY-COATED 7.

SUBSTRUCTURE REINFORCEMENT BARS AS INDICATED.

J-BAR REINFORCEMENT IN SUBSTRUCTURE UNITS AND EPOXY-COAT OTHER 

FROM DIAPHRAGMS AND PRESTRESSED BEAMS INTO THE DECK SLAB. EPOXY-COAT 

SIDEWALK, U-WINGS ABOVE THE CONSTRUCTION JOINT, STIRRUPS PROTRUDING 

USE EPOXY-COATED REINFORCEMENT BARS IN THE DECK SLAB, BARRIERS, 6.

BENDING OR WELDING OF THE REINFORCEMENT BARS IS INDICATED.

ABUTMENTS, SHEAR BLOCKS, BEAMS, FOOTINGS, PILES, BARRIERS OR WHERE 

NOT USE RAIL STEEL A 996/A 996M REINFORCEMENT BARS IN BRIDGE PIER, 

CROSS-SECTIONAL AREA, IF APPROVED BY THE CHIEF BRIDGE ENGINEER. DO 

BARS MAY BE SUBSTITUTED WITH A PROPORTIONAL INCREASE IN 

REINFORCING STEEL BARS UNLESS SPECIFIED. GRADE 40 REINFORCING STEEL 

ASTM A 615/A 615M, A 996/A 996M OR A 706/A 706M. DO NOT WELD GRADE 60 

PROVIDE GRADE 60 REINFORCING STEEL BARS THAT MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF 5.

BRIDGE ENGINEER.

AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO THE DEPARTMENT, IF APPROVED BY THE DISTRICT 

A HIGHER CLASS CONCRETE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR A LOWER CLASS CONCRETE 4.

SPECIFIED.

   USE CLASS C CEMENT CONCRETE BELOW THE BOTTOM OF FOOTINGS WHEN 

WINGWALLS, AND FOOTINGS.

   USE CLASS A CEMENT CONCRETE IN ABUTMENTS BELOW BRIDGE SEAT, 

BRIDGE SEAT CONSTRUCTION JOINT, AND SLEEPER SLABS.

SLABS, CONCRETE DIAPHRAGMS, CHEEK WALLS, SHEAR BLOCKS, U-WINGS ABOVE 

   USE CLASS AA CEMENT CONCRETE IN RAISED SIDEWALK, BARRIERS, APPROACH 

USE CLASS AAAP CEMENT CONCRETE IN DECK SLAB. 3.

PROVIDE 2 IN. CONCRETE COVER ON REINFORCEMENT BARS, EXCEPT AS NOTED.2.

SPECIAL PROVISIONS.

WELDING NOT COVERED IN AASHTO/AWS D1.5M/D1.5:2015 AND CONTRACT 

AND CONTRACT SPECIAL PROVISIONS. USE AASHTO/AWS D1.1/D1.1M:2015 FOR 

PUBLICATION 408-2020, AASHTO/AWS D1.5M/D1.5:2015 BRIDGE WELDING CODE, 

PROVIDE MATERIALS AND PERFORM WORK IN ACCORDANCE WITH SPECIFICATIONS, 1.

VERIFY BOTTOM OF FOOTING EXCAVATION PRIOR TO PLACING THE FOOTINGS.

23.STRUCTURE CONTROL ENGINEER OR DISTRICT GEOTECHINAL ENGINEER SHALL 

OR OF ANY DIMENSIONS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE A PROPER FOUNDATION.

22.SPREAD FOOTINGS MAY BE ORDERED BY THE ENGINEER TO BE AT ANY ELEVATION 

FOR COMBINATION. DO NOT STOCKPILE MATERIAL ON THE EXISTING BRIDGE. 

21.BRIDGE IS POSTED FOR A WEIGHT RESTRICTION OF 18 TONS, EXCEPT 26 TONS 

 

TEMPORARY INSTALLATIONS, INCLUDING DURING CONSTRUCTION.

20.DO NOT USE ADHESIVE ANCHORS IN A SUSTAINED TENSION APPLICATION FOR 

INSTALLATIONS.

19.DO NOT USE ADHESIVE ANCHORS IN A TENSION APPLICATION FOR PERMANENT 

 

1001.3(K)9.

18.PREPARE BEARING AREAS AS SPECIFIED IN PUBLICATION 408, SECTION 

 

STANDARD DRAWING BC-736M, UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED.

17.PROVIDE MINIMUM EMBEDMENT AND SPLICE LENGTHS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

APPROACH SLABS IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUB 408, SECTION 1046.

3. APPLY AN EPOXY SURFACE TREATMENT TO THE ENTIRE BRIDGE DECK AND 

ELEVATION, END DIAPHRAGMS, AND ABUTMENT BEAM SEATS.

BEAM SEAT ELEVATION DOWN TO A LINE 3 FEET BELOW THE BEAM SEAT 

RESIN) TO THE OUTSIDE FACE OF THE FASCIA BEAMS, ABUTMENTS FROM THE 

2. APPLY PROTECTIVE COATING FOR REINFORCED CONCRETE SURFACES (EPOXY 

BARRIERS DOWN TO THE DRIP NOTCHES.

PUBLICATION 408/2020 SECTION 1019 TO THE CURBS, SIDEWALKS AND 

(PENETRATING SEALERS, BRIDGE SUPERSTRUCTURE) IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

APPLY PROTECTIVE COATING FOR REINFORCED CONCRETE SURFACES 1.

AND 107.12.

PRIVATE UTILITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLICATION 408, SECTIONS 105.06 

COORDINATE, LOCATE, AND CONDUCT ALL WORK RELATED TO PUBLIC AND 1.
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BEFORE THE 
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

Application of the Department of Transportation of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for approval to 
replace the existing bridge where West Lackawanna 
Avenue crosses above the track(s) of Norfolk 
Southern Railway Corporation, DOT Number 265 
971 V in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, 
and the allocation of costs incident thereto. 

 
 

Application  
Docket No.____________________ 

Electronically Filed 

VERIFICATION 

I, John E. Pfeiffer, District 4-0 Grade Crossing Engineer, hereby state that the facts above 

set forth are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief and that I expect 

to be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter. I understand that the statements herein 

are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa.C.S. §4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to 

authorities). 

Date: October 12, 2023 __________________ 

John E. Pfeiffer 
District 4-0 Grade Crossing Engineer 
55 Keystone Industrial Park 
Dunmore, PA 18512-1516 
570-963-4995
jopfeiffer@pa.gov

mailto:jopfeiffer@pa.gov
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