BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


							
Application of Pennsylvania-American Water 	:		A-2023-3042058
Company under Section 1102(a) of the		:
Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, 66 Pa.C.S. 	:
1102(a), for Approval of (1) the transfer, by sale, of	:
Substantially All of the Sadsbury Township 		:
Municipal Authority’s Assets, Properties and 	:
Rights Related to its Wastewater Collection and 	:
Conveyance system to Pennsylvania-American 	:
Water Company, and (2) the Right of Pennsylvania-	:
American Water Company to Begin to Offer or 	: 
Furnish Wastewater Service to the Public in 		:
Portions of Sadsbury Township, Lancaster County,	:
Pennsylvania						:



SECOND INTERIM ORDER
Denial of Applicant’s Continuance Request

On August 3, 2023, Pennsylvania-American Water Company (PAWC) filed an application (Application) asking the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) to approve its acquisition of the wastewater collection and conveyance system (System) in Sadsbury Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to Sections 507 and 1102(a) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code (Code), 66 Pa. C.S.  507 and 1102(a).  In addition, PAWC requested the Commission grant to PAWC the right to offer or furnish wastewater service to the public in portions of Sadsbury Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.    

On August 30, 2023, the Commission issued an Initial Telephonic Status Conference Notice scheduling this matter for a telephonic status conference on September 11, 2023.  On August 30, 2023, the presiding officer issued the Prehearing Conference Order.

On September 11, 2023, the presiding officer convened the prehearing conference, at which time the parties requested the presiding officer hold the proceeding in abeyance for 45 days while the parties engaged in discovery and settlement negotiations.  Thereafter, on September 11, 2023, the Commission issued the Initial Telephonic Status Conference Notice, scheduling a status conference for November 2, 2023.

On October 19, 2023, Applicant filed the Motion for Continuance (Motion) asking to have the status conference on November 2, 2023, cancelled and rescheduled approximately thirty days later.  Applicant asserted no statutory deadline exists in this proceeding which requests approval of certain contracts and proposes the approval of a Certificate of Public Convenience.  Further, Applicant averred Sadsbury Township and Applicant have engaged in some discovery requests, but additional discovery requests remain outstanding.  Applicant requested additional time in which to exchange information and conduct settlement discussions.  Specifically, Applicant argued good causes exists for a continuance in order for Applicant and Sadsbury Township to exchange information with the other parties.  Applicant represented that no party opposed the Motion.  

Discussion

Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.15, extensions of time may be granted by the presiding officer for good cause shown upon request by a party.  Applicant and the other parties requested the presiding officer hold in abeyance the establishment of a litigation schedule for a period of forty-five (45) days, to provide the parties time in which to exchange discovery and discuss settlement.  The presiding officer granted the parties’ request.  Almost six weeks elapsed before Applicant requested this continuance during which it appears discovery and settlement discussions may have taken place between Applicant and Sadsbury Township.  More than sufficient time has elapsed for the parties to engage in discovery and conduct negotiations.  By November 2, 2023, the parties should be well-positioned to discuss the status of discovery and negotiations.  Accordingly, it is my determination the request for a continuance fails to shows sufficient cause exists, under the circumstances.  The request will be denied.




ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That Applicant’s request for a continuance is denied.  


Date:  October 24, 2023							/s/			
								Katrina L. Dunderdale
								Administrative Law Judge
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