BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau	:
Of Investigation & Enforcement			:		C-2023-3040925									:
	v.						:		
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:



SECOND INTERIM ORDER
DIRECTING A STATUS REPORT

		On May 25, 2023, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a Formal Complaint, Docket No. C-2023-3040925 against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia) in connection with a damaged, unmarked gas line owned and operated by Columbia which was struck during excavation activities by Columbia’s third-party excavator, Northern Pipeline Construction, on or about May 28, 2020 in South Strabane Township, Washington County.  I&E alleges that Columbia committed violations of the Underground Utility Line Protection Law (PA One Call Law), Act of October 30, 2017, P.L.806, No. 50, 73 P.S. §§ 182.8(c)-(d) and 182.10, when it failed to employ sufficient levels of subsurface utility engineering, or SUE, during the excavation activity, and seeks the imposition of an administrative penalty of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and a directive that Columbia perform three (3) corrective measures. 

		On June 15, 2023, Columbia filed its Answer to the Formal Complaint.  In its Answer, Columbia denied that it failed to employ the proper level of SUE and requested that the Commission enter a judgment in favor of Columbia.

		On June 20, 2023, the Commission issued a Call-in Telephonic Prehearing Conference Notice scheduling a telephonic prehearing conference for July 26, 2023 and assigning the case to me.
		The prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Counsel for I&E and Columbia appeared.  The parties expressed a desire to discuss settlement of the complaint and requested that I continue the proceedings instead of imposing a litigation schedule.  I directed the parties to file a joint status report by October 26, 2023.

		The parties filed a joint status report as directed.  They report that their settlement discussions have been fruitful and request a further continuance in order to complete their negotiations.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the parties shall file a joint status report on or before January 5, 2024, describing the progress of their settlement discussions. 

		2.	In lieu of a status report, the parties may file a Joint Petition for Settlement or a proposed litigation schedule.  


Date:  	October 26, 2023						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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