BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Petition of The City of Lancaster  ̶  Water Bureau 	:
[bookmark: _Hlk140130690]For Approval of a Lead Service Line Replacement 	: 	P-2023-3041043
[bookmark: _Hlk140130760]and Related Tariff Changes				:


FIRST INTERIM ORDER 
DIRECTING PETITIONER TO SUBMIT SETTLEMENT STATUS REPORT 

[bookmark: _Hlk150470534]On May 31, 2023, Petitioner City of Lancaster  ̶  Water Bureau (Lancaster or City) filed a Petition with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) seeking approval of a Lead Service Line (LSL) Replacement Program and related tariff changes which would allow Lancaster to replace customer owned lead service lines (COLSL).  The Petition was filed as a result of a Settlement which was reached in Lancaster’s Distribution System Improvement Charge (DISC) and Long-Term
Infrastructure Improvement Plan (LTIIP) proceeding at Docket No. P-2022-3035591.

		On June 7, 2023, the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a Notice of Appearance in this proceeding.  On June 20, 2023, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed an Answer to the Petition.  On June 30, 2023, OCA filed Comments in this proceeding.

Lancaster’s Petition was referred to the Office of Administrative Law Judge
(OALJ) for establishment of an evidentiary record culminating in a Recommended Decision for the Commission’s consideration.  Afterwards the proceeding was assigned to me.

By Initial Call-In Telephonic Prehearing Conference Notice dated July 13, 2023, the Parties were informed that a prehearing conference was scheduled in this proceeding before me for August 15, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.  On July 13, 2023, I issued a Prehearing Conference Order, which directed the parties to file Prehearing Memorandums by August 11, 2023.  

On July 26, 2023, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Notice of Appearance and Notice of Intervention in this proceeding.

By email dated August 7, 2023, Petitioner and OCA submitted a request to adjourn the prehearing conference for the following reasons:

The request to adjourn the Prehearing Conference is made because the City and OCA are currently involved in good faith negotiations to resolve the issues raised by the OCA with respect to the City’s pending Petition in this proceeding.  An adjournment will permit the parties to continue to negotiate in good faith with the aim of reaching a complete or near-complete settlement
of this matter.  Accordingly, the City and the OCA respectfully request that the Prehearing Conference be adjourned to permit further settlement discussions to occur.

		By email dated August 10, 2023, Petitioner represented that OSBA did not object to the adjournment.  

In response to the adjournment request, on August 10, 2023, I sent an email stating an order would issue shortly canceling the prehearing conference and the rescheduling of the Prehearing Hearing Conference will be held in abeyance pending settlement negotiations.  

On August 11, 2023, I&E filed its Prehearing Conference Memorandum.  Also on August 11, 2023, a Noice was issued to the parties cancelling the prehearing conference.

Accordingly, to secure the just, prompt, and orderly resolution of this case, in the ordering paragraphs below Lancaster will be directed to submit a status report setting forth the Parties progress in achieving a settlement in this proceeding.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. [bookmark: _Hlk150471745]That the Petitioner City of Lancaster  ̶  Water Bureau through its 
counsel shall confer with counsel for the other parties in this proceeding to develop a status report.

2. That the Petitioner City of Lancaster  ̶  Water Bureau through its counsel shall submit a status report to the undersigned presiding officer setting forth (1) the parties’ progress in achieving a settlement in this proceeding; (2) whether additional time is needed to achieve settlement and if so the amount of time needed; and (3) whether this matter should be scheduled for a prehearing conference. 

3. That Petitioner City of Lancaster  ̶  Water Bureau through its counsel shall file the status report referenced in ordering Paragraph 2 above by November 30, 2023. 
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Date:	November 13, 2023				


							

2
P-2023-3041043 - PETITION OF CITY OF LANCASTER – WATER BUREAU FOR APPROVAL OF A LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM AND RELATED TARIFF CHANGES.

Revised 11/13/2023

COURTNEY L SCHULTZ ESQUIRE
SHANE SIMON ESQUIRE
SAUL EWING LLP
1500 MARKET STREET
38TH FLOOR
PHILADELPHIA PA  19102
215.972.7717
courtney.schultz@saul.com
shane.simon@saul.com
Accepts eService
Representing The City of Lancaster – Water Bureau


CARRIE B WRIGHT ESQUIRE
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION & ENFORCEMENT
SECOND FLOOR WEST
400 NORTH STREET
HARRISBURG PA  17120
717.783.6156
carwright@pa.gov
Accepts eService


CHRISTY APPLEBY ESQUIRE
ERIN L GANNON ESQUIRE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
555 WALNUT STREET 5TH FLOOR 
FORUM PLACE
HARRISBURG PA  17101
717.783.5048
cappleby@paoca.org
egannon@paoca.org


STEVEN S. GRAY, ESQUIRE
OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCATE
555 WALNUT STREET
1ST FLOOR, FORUM PLACE
HARRISBURG, PA 17101-1923
717.783.2525
sgray@pa.gov
image1.jpeg
Corrand &

Conrad A. Johnson
Administrative LaWw Judge




