[bookmark: _Hlk153268955]BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



[bookmark: _Hlk153264019]Jessica Struthers					:		C-2023-3043068
							:	
	v.						:		
							:
[bookmark: _Hlk153189923]Venango Water Company				:



INTERIM ORDER 
DIRECTING RESPONDENT TO CAUSE COUNSEL 
TO ENTER AN APPEARANCE AND ORDERING AQUA TO SHOW CAUSE AS TO WHY IT SHOUD NOT BE JOINED AS AN INDISPENSIBLE PARTY 

		On December 6, 2023, a prehearing conference convened was held in the above-captioned proceeding.  Ms. Struthers appeared and represented herself.  Randy Rhoades, Secretary and Part Owner of Venango Water Company (VWC) was present on behalf of VWC.  Mr. Rhoades is not an attorney. 

		According to Sections 1.21 through 1.23 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code, if a party is an individual, he or she may represent him- or herself, or the individual may be represented by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice.  However, if a party is not an individual, such as a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association, or governmental agency or subdivision, the party must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or admitted Pro Hac Vice to represent the party at the hearing.  If a party is not an individual, and the party is not represented by an attorney, the party is not permitted to participate in the hearing.
		At the conference, Mr. Rhoades confirmed that VWC is a corporation.  
		Under the Commission’s rules, it appears VWC must be represented by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or admitted Pro Hac Vice.  As of the date of this Order, no notice of appearance has been entered on VWC’s behalf.  
		Therefore, VWC is hereby ordered to either: (1) cause counsel to enter his or her appearance consistent with the Commission’s rules, or (2) show cause as to why it is not required to be represented by counsel.
		
Further, On August 11, 2023, the Commission issued an Ex Parte Emergency Order at Docket No. M-2023-3042180 (Receivership Order), initiating a proceeding pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 529, where VWC shall “appear before the Commission to address these matters and, if necessary, provide reasonable solutions thereto.”[footnoteRef:1]  The Receivership Order also appointed Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. (Aqua or Receiver) a receiver for VWC pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 529(g).[footnoteRef:2]  The Receivership Order was ratified by the Commission through its Ratification Order entered on August 24, 2023.  Aqua was directed to assume its Receivership role on August 12, 2023.  [1:  	In re: Venango Water Company, Docket No. M-2023-3042180, Ex Parte Emergency Order, Ordering Paragraph No. 4 (August 11, 2023) (hereinafter, Receivership Order).]  [2:  	Id.] 


The Commission’s Investigation of VWC is docketed at I-2023-3042312.  

Ms. Struthers’ Formal Complaint docketed at this docket number 
(C-2023-3043068) is also docketed at I-2023-3042312.  The M docket is currently assigned to the Commission’s Law Bureau, and the I docket is assigned to the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement. 

		Aqua filed an initial status report filed at Docket Nos. I-2023-3042312 and M-2023-3042180.  Aqua indicates it will file an updated status report on or before January 9, 2024. 

		It is necessary to issue a rule to show cause on Aqua, as receiver for VWC.  Aqua must show cause why it should not be joined as an indispensable party to this C-Docket.  



THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
That Venango Water Company shall, by January 5, 2024, either: (1) cause its counsel to enter his or her appearance in accordance with the provisions of 52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b), or (2) show cause as to why it is not required to be represented by counsel under the Commission’s rules. 

That Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. shall, by January 5, 2024, show cause, by as to why it should not be joined as an indispensable party to the proceeding at C-2023-3043068, the Formal Complaint of Jessica Struthers v. Venango Water Company. 

[bookmark: _Hlk153263982]That a copy of this Order be served upon all parties in the proceedings at Docket Nos. I-2023-3042312 and M-2023-3042180.

		4.	That the proceeding at C-2023-3043068, the Formal Complaint of Jessica Struthers v. Venango Water Company, shall be stayed at least until January 19, 2024. 


Date:  December 11, 2023						/s/			
							Emily I. DeVoe
							Administrative Law Judge
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