BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:	R-2023-3041575
Office of Consumer Advocate			:	C-2023-3043091
Office of Small Business Advocate			:	C-2023-3043163
George Malloy					:	C-2023-3043026		
Sharon Arneson					:	C-2023-3043397
Rhonda Jaquay, et al.					:	C-2023-3043552
James S. Tolbert, Jr.					:	C-2023-3043979
									
v.					
						
Conneaut Lake Park Water Corporation, Inc.


Petition of Conneaut Lake Park 			:
Water Corporation, Inc. for Approval 		:	P-2023-3042648
Of a Metering Exception				:	



PREHEARING ORDER # 2

Base Rate Case
[bookmark: _Hlk129164163]On August 31, 2023, Conneaut Lake Park Water Corporation, Inc. (Conneaut) filed proposed Supplement No. 1 to Tariff – Water Pa. P.U.C. No. 1 to become effective October 31, 2023 (Tariff Supplement).  The filing contains proposed changes in rates, rules, and regulations calculated to produce $257,797 in additional annual revenues, approximately a 970% increase.  Residential – flat rate customer bills are proposed to increase from $122.30 to $366.90 annually (200%).  Within the general rate increase filing, Conneaut also proposed an annual fire protection fee for all customers of $100 based on one hydrant.  

By Commission Order dated October 19, 2023, the proposed Tariff Supplement was suspended by operation of law until May 31, 2024.  The Commission ordered an investigation into the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the rates, rules, and regulations contained in the proposed Tariff Supplement.  The Commission also ordered an investigation into the reasonableness of Conneaut’s existing rates, rules, and regulations.  The rate increase filing was docketed at R-2023-3041575 (Base Rate Case).

Meter Case

On August 31, 2023, Conneaut filed a Petition for Exception from Metering requirements with the Commission.  The Petition was docketed at P-2023-3042648 (Meter Case).

On September 20, 2023, attorney Joshua Brown filed a Notice of Appearance on behalf of Rhonda Jaquay and approximately 35 other Conneaut Lake residents in the Meter Case.  Also on September 20, 2023, Mr. Brown filed Preliminary Objections to the Petition filed in the Meter Case.  On October 2, 2023, Conneaut filed an Answer to the Preliminary Objections.  An Interim Order dated October 10, 2023, denied the Preliminary Objections.

A Prehearing Notice was issued, and a Prehearing Conference Order was entered on October 19, 2023, scheduling a telephonic prehearing conference in these two matters for Thursday, October 26, 2023, at 10:00 A.M.

The prehearing conference was held as scheduled.  

Conneaut agreed to mediate the present matters.  By filing dated October 27, 2023, Conneaut voluntarily elected to extend the statutory suspension period by 60 days, until July 30, 2024, in order to accommodate mediation proceedings.  52 Pa. Code § 69.392.

By Prehearing Order dated November 8, 2023, we instructed the parties, inter alia, to submit proposed litigation scheduled by no later than December 14, 2023.

By filing dated December 14, 2023, Conneaut voluntarily extended the statutory suspension period by an additional 47 days, until September 13, 2024, in order to accommodate further mediation proceedings.  

This Order modifies the instructions provided in the November 8, 2023 
Prehearing Order to reflect the latest extension of the statutory deadline.

	THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That parties submit proposed litigation schedules by no later than January 9, 2024.

2.	That the last public meeting before the end of the statutory suspension period is on August 22, 2024.

3.	That the due date for filing Reply Briefs is May 17, 2024.

4.	That the due date for the Reply Briefs is firm and nonnegotiable.

5.	That the parties shall submit proposed discovery modifications by no later than January 9, 2024.

6.	That any provision of this prehearing order may be modified upon motion and good cause shown by any party in interest in accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 5.223(a).


Dated: December 20, 2023
							___________/s/______________________
							Eranda Vero
							Administrative Law Judge


							___________/s/______________________
							Arlene Ashton
							Administrative Law Judge
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