BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,		:		
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement		:
		:
	v.	:	C-2023-3041102
		:
PECO Energy Company	:



INTERIM ORDER GRANTING COMPLAINANT’S 
MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE

By Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing Notice dated June 28, 2023, an Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing was scheduled for August 22, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

By Motion of PECO Energy Company for Continuance of Initial Telephonic Hearing Date filed with the Commission’s Secretary on July 26, 2023, PECO Energy Company (PECO) requested a continuance of the August 22, 2023 hearing because settlement discussions between PECO and the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) were ongoing, and because the parties wanted additional time to continue those discussions.  PECO further averred that it was authorized to represent that I&E supported this request for a continuance of the August 22, 2023 hearing date, and that the parties requested a sixty (60) day continuance of the scheduled hearing.

By Interim Order dated August 9, 2023, I granted PECO’s Motion for Continuance.

By Telephonic Hearing Cancellation/Reschedule Notice dated August 10, 2023, the Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing was rescheduled for October 31, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

		By Motion of PECO Energy Company for Continuance of Initial Telephonic Hearing Date filed with the Commission’s Secretary on September 26, 2023, PECO requested a second continuance of the October 31, 2023[footnoteRef:1] hearing because the ongoing settlement discussions between PECO and I&E had been fruitful.  PECO averred that good cause existed to continue the scheduled hearing to a later date to allow the parties additional time to contemplate, and possibly complete, a settlement.  PECO further averred that it was authorized to represent that I&E supported this request for a continuance of the October 31, 2023 hearing date, and that the parties requested an additional sixty (60) day continuance of the scheduled hearing.   [1:  	The Respondent incorrectly listed the hearing date as October 10, 2023 in the Motion for Continuance.  
] 


By Interim Order dated October 10, 2023, I granted PECO’s second Motion for Continuance.

By Call-In Telephone Cancellation/Reschedule Hearing Notice dated October 19, 2023, the Initial Call-In Telephonic Hearing was rescheduled for January 9, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

		On December 11, 2023, Michael Swindler, Esq., filed a Withdrawal and Entry of Appearance at this Docket with the Commission’s Secretary.  In the filing, Mr. Swindler requested to withdraw the appearance of Kayla L. Rost on behalf of I&E, and to enter his appearance as well as the appearance of Colby B. Widdowson, Esq. on behalf of I&E.  

		By Motion for Continuance filed with the Commission on December 12, 2023, Mr. Swindler requested a continuance of the January 9, 2024 hearing due to the departure of the assigned I&E Prosecutor in this matter.  Mr. Swindler explained that he entered his appearance in this matter on December 11, 2023, and that he is working diligently to become familiar with this file.  Moreover, Mr. Swindler advised that the parties are continuing to work towards an amicable resolution of this matter which may result in a settlement without the need for a hearing.  Mr. Swindler further advised that he is authorized to indicate that PECO concurs in this request for a continuance of the litigation schedule.  Lastly, Mr. Swindler advised that the parties agree to provide a Joint Status Report to me within 60 days of the date of my Order granting the Motion for Continuance to advise of the status of settlement discussions if no Joint Petition for Approval of Settlement has yet been filed.    

		The October 19, 2023 Call-In Telephone Cancellation/Reschedule Hearing Notice advised the parties that they may request a continuance of the hearing “if you have good reason” and that “[a]ll continuances will be granted only for good cause.”  The Notice further instructed that a request to change the scheduled hearing should be submitted at least five days prior to the hearing date, be in writing and state the agreement or opposition of the other party.

		Based upon Mr. Swindler’s stated reason for the requested continuance and also because PECO concurs in the request for continuance, I find that I&E established good cause to postpone the January 9, 2024 hearing.  Accordingly, I&E’s Motion for Continuance is granted.  

ORDER


		THEREFORE, 

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Motion for Continuance filed by the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement on December 12, 2023 in the matter of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2023-3041102 is granted;

2. That the evidentiary hearing scheduled for January 9, 2024 in the matter of Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. PECO Energy Company at Docket No. C-2023-3041102 is cancelled; 

3. That the scheduling staff of the Office of Administrative Law Judge shall issue a hearing cancellation notice for the January 9, 2024 hearing;

4. That within sixty (60) days of the date of this Interim Order, the parties are directed to provide the Presiding Officer with a status report on their ongoing settlement discussions if they have not yet filed a joint petition for approval of settlement; and 

5. That if the Parties do not file the status report as directed in Ordering Paragraph #4, this matter be scheduled for hearing.  


Date:  December 21, 2023							
		Christopher P. Pell
		Deputy Chief Administrative Law Judge
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