BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Petition of Veolia Water Pennsylvania, Inc.	:		P-2023-3042107
For Approval of a Lead Line Service 	:
Replacement Program	:



INTERIM ORDER 
DIRECTING PARTIES TO SUBMIT STATUS REPORT

	On July 21, 2023, Veolia Water Pennsylvania, Inc. f/k/a SUEZ Water Pennsylvania Inc. (Veolia, Company, or VWPA) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a Petition seeking approval of a Lead Service Line Replacement Program (LSLR Program) and tariff revisions that will allow it to replace customer-owned lead service lines (COLSL), and to recover those costs as provided in Section 1311(b)(2) of the Public Utility Code, which was added to the Public Utility Code pursuant to Act 120 of 2018. 66 Pa. C.S. § 1311(b)(2).  As required by Commission regulations implementing Act 120 of 2018, 52 Pa. Code §§ 65.51- 65.62, the Company attached to its Petition a modified Long-Term Infrastructure Improvement Plan (LTIIP).

	On August 11, 2023, the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) filed a Notice of Appearance and Notice of Intervention.  

	On August 14, 2023, the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) filed an Answer to the Petition.

	On September 19, 2023, the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau issued a Secretarial Letter, serving a data request from the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Services (TUS Data Set 1) on the Company.  The Secretarial Letter directed that responses be submitted within ten days of the date of the letter.  

	On September 27, 2023, the Commission issued a Prehearing Conference Notice, scheduling a prehearing conference for October 18, 2023.  

	On November 7, 2023, counsel for the Company emailed me requesting a thirty-day continuance of the prehearing conference.  He explained that the reason for the request was that the Company’s answers to the TUS Data Set 1 were due the next day, October 2, and that VWPA hoped to address at least some of the issues that the OCA identified in its Answer to VWPA’s Petition.  He explained that a continuance would (a) give VWPA an opportunity to complete and file its answers, (b) give the OCA and the OSBA an opportunity to review and digest those answers, and (c) give the parties an opportunity to discuss any remaining issues and develop a litigation schedule, if necessary.  He further advised that OSBA and OCA joined in the request. 

	Under the circumstances, I granted the request and, after consulting with the parties, I rescheduled the prehearing conference for November 21, 2023.  

	A Prehearing Conference Notice was issued October 3, 2023.  

	On November 9, 2023, counsel for the Company, on behalf of all the parties, contacted me by email requesting the prehearing conference again be cancelled.  He explained that VWPA filed answers to extensive data requests on November 2, 2023, and OCA and OSBA were still in the process of reviewing those answers.  He advised the parties were cautiously optimistic that those answers provide the basis for resolving this case without the need for litigation.  
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I cancelled the prehearing conference and directed the parties to submit a status report by December 8, 2023. 

	On December 8, 2023, the parties submitted a joint status report.  They advised the Parties had begun settlement discussions, but desired additional time to continue negotiations.  Due to the holidays, the Parties jointly requested that another status report be due in 35 days, or by January 12, 2024.

	I contacted the parties by email, directing them to submit an updated status report by January 12, 2024. 


	THEREFORE, 

	IT IS ORDERED.
	
	1.  	That the parties submit an updated status report by January 12, 2024. 



Date: January 02, 2024						/s/				
							Emily I. DeVoe
							Administrative Law Judge
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