BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Petition of Columbia Water Company for	:				
Approval of a Lead Service Line Replacement	:		
Program, Related Tariff Changes, Modification of	:		P-2023-3041845
a Long-Term Infrastructure Improvement Plan,	:	
and Waiver of Termination Regulations	:	



PREHEARING ORDER #2

		On July 21, 2023, Columbia Water Company (CWC) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a petition for approval of a lead service line replacement program, related tariff changes, modification of long-term infrastructure improvement plan and waiver of termination regulations, pursuant to Sections 5.41, 5.43 and 65.51 et seq. of Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Code.  The Petition was docketed at P-2023-3042845.

		On August 10, 2023, Steven C. Gray, Esquire filed a Notice of Appearance and a Notice of Intervention on behalf of the Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA).

		Also on August 10, 2023, Harrison W. Breitman, Esquire filed an answer to the Petition on behalf of the Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA). 

On September 19, 2023, the Commission served a notice establishing an initial telephonic prehearing conference for this matter for Thursday, October 5, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. and assigning Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Mary Long and Administrative Law Judge Charece Z. Collins as the Presiding Officers.

Also on September 19, 2023, the Presiding Officers served a prehearing conference order setting forth the rules and expectations for the conference.  

On September 20, 2023, Allison C. Kaster, Esquire filed a Notice of Appearance on behalf of the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (“I&E”).

The telephonic prehearing conference was held as scheduled on October 5, 2023.  The participants were:  

CWC	 	Phillip D. Demanchick, Jr., Esq.
I&E		Allison Kaster, Esq.
OCA		Harrison Breitman, Esq.
OSBA		Steven C. Gray, Esq.	


In their prehearing conference memos and at the conference, the Parties requested 90 days to discuss settlement prior to proceeding with the formal litigation of this matter.  The Parties further indicated that they would send monthly status reports for the duration of the settlement period.  The Presiding Officers granted the Parties’ request. 

On October 5, 2023, the Presiding Officers issued Prehearing Order #1, which granted the Parties until Monday, January 8, 2024, to discuss settlement, and required the Parties to submit monthly status reports on November 9, 2023; December 11, 2023; and January 8, 2024.  Consistent with Prehearing Order #1, the Parties submitted timely status reports.

On November 15, 2023, Rebecca Lyttle, Esquire filed a Notice of Appearance on behalf of the OSBA.

On January 8, 2024, the Parties advised that they are continuing to engage in settlement negotiations.  The Parties therefore requested an additional 90 days to discuss settlement prior to proceeding with the formal litigation of this matter.  The Presiding Officers granted the Parties’ request.  This Order sets forth updated deadlines in this case.




ORDER


THERERFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the active parties of record as of this date are CWC, I&E, OCA, and OSBA.

2. That prior to formal litigation, the Parties have until Monday, April 8, 2024 to discuss the potential settlement of this matter. 

3. That the Parties shall e-mail monthly status reports to the Presiding Officers no later than February 7, 2024, March 8, 2024, and April 8, 2024, respectively.  

4. That the following attorney has been added to our e-mail distribution list.  Any further changes or corrections should be communicated to us, via e-mail, as soon as possible.
		
	Party

	Counsel
	E-mail

	OSBA
	Rebecca Lyttle, Esquire

	relyttle@pa.gov 



	That, if the case does not resolve, a second prehearing conference will be scheduled, at which time a formal litigation will be set and the remaining procedural matters for this case will be addressed, including, but not limited to, potential modifications to the discovery rules; service of documents; written testimony; and briefs. 

5. That it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).  The Parties are commended for their attempt to resolve this matter in lieu of costly litigation.  If a settlement is reached, a joint settlement petition executed by representatives of all parties to be bound thereby, together with statements in support of settlement by all signatory parties, must be filed with the Secretary for the Commission and served on the Presiding Officers.

6. That the parties shall comply with the procedural rules and regulations discussed herein.

7. That any provision of this prehearing order may be modified upon motion and good cause shown by any party in interest in accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 5.223(a).


Date:  January 8, 2024						/s/				
							Charece Z. Collins
							Administrative Law Judge	 


		/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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