BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Andrew Sabatini and 					:	
Theresa Sabatini					:
							:
	v.						:		C-2018-3005177									:
West Penn Power Company     			:
						


INTERIM ORDER
DENYING COMPLAINANT’S REQUEST TO EXTEND BRIEFING SCHEDULE


		On January 9, 2024, Complainants served me with a request to extend the deadline for the filing of their brief. 

		 The evidentiary hearing in this matter convened on February 20, 2020.  

		At the conclusion of the hearing, ALJ Watson set a briefing schedule.  ALJ Watson advised the parties that main briefs were due on May 18, 2020. 

		The Commission offices closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020.  It was unclear at that time to OALJ staff as to how long the offices would be closed.

		As such, on April 7, 2020, ALJ Watson issued an Interim Order, revising the deadline for briefs and directing parties to file briefs, if any, by May 29, 2020. 
		
		On May 22, 2020, Complainants filed a request to extend the briefing schedule due to their inability to access the transcript due to the closure of the Commission’s offices as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

		The Commission offices were still closed, so, on May 28, 2020, ALJ Watson issued an Interim Order, extending the deadline to file briefs to July 10, 2020. 

		The transcript for the hearing was filed June 29, 2020.[footnoteRef:1]   [1: 	  It is unclear from the online Docket why there was such a delay between the evidentiary hearing and the filing of the transcript.  ] 


		On July 2, 2020, Complainants filed a request to further extend the deadline for the filing of briefs, again due to their inability to access the transcript.  

		On July 8, 2020, ALJ Watson issued an Interim Order, further extending the deadline to file briefs to September 1, 2020. 

		On August 25, 2020, Complainants again submitted a request to further extend the deadline to file briefs.  

		On October 20, 2020, ALJ Watson issued an Interim Order, further extending the deadline to file briefs to December 18, 2020.

		This matter was stayed by the Commission on November 4, 2020.  

		OALJ’s Pittsburgh office remained closed until August 9, 2021. 

		On November 9, 2023, the Commission lifted the stay in this matter and the parties in this matter were served with a copy of the Commission’s Order on November 14, 2023.

		I issued an Interim Order on December 5, 2023, setting a deadline for briefs of January 12, 2014, in the event that parties wished to file one.  I explained that references to the transcript were not required.  

		I note that Complainant’s have known of their opportunity to file briefs since evidentiary hearing on February 20, 2020.  The Commission offices have been open since August 9, 2021, over two years now.  Although this matter was stayed until November 9, 2023, Complainants were served with notice the stay was lifted on November 14, 2023.  At no point after August 9, 2020 (when Commission offices reopened), or after November 14, 2023 (when Complainants received notice the stay was lifted), or after December 5, 2023, (when I issued my Order setting the deadline of January 12, 2024), did Complainants make arrangements to come to the OALJ’s Pittsburgh office to review the transcript.  It is only now, three days before the deadline, that Complainants seek an extension. 

		I have reviewed the transcript and admitted exhibits and find the record is complete.  I am able to render an initial decision without the aid of briefs from the parties.  The filing of briefs is optional, and whether a party chooses to file a brief will not affect my ultimate decision.    

		THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That Complainant’s request to extend the deadline for the filing of briefs is denied.

Date:  January 10, 2024							/s/			
								Emily I. DeVoe
								Administrative Law Judge
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