


BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission		:	R-2023-3041575
Office of Consumer Advocate			:	C-2023-3043091
Office of Small Business Advocate			:	C-2023-3043163
George Malloy					:	C-2023-3043026		
Sharon Arneson					:	C-2023-3043397
Rhonda Jaquay, et al.					:	C-2023-3043552
James S. Tolbert, Jr.					:	C-2023-3043979
									
v.					
						
Conneaut Lake Park Water Corporation, Inc.


Petition of Conneaut Lake Park 			:
Water Corporation, Inc. for Approval 		:	P-2023-3042648
Of a Metering Exception				:	



PREHEARING ORDER # 4

By Prehearing Order dated November 8, 2023, we instructed the parties, inter alia, to submit proposed litigation schedules in the above-captioned matters by no later than December 14, 2023.

By filing dated December 14, 2023, Conneaut Lake Park Water Corporation, Inc. (Conneaut) voluntarily extended the statutory suspension period by an additional 47 days, until September 13, 2024, in order to accommodate further mediation proceedings.  

On December 20, 2023, we issued Prehearing Order #2 wherein we modified the instructions provided in the November 8, 2023, Prehearing Order to reflect the extension of the statutory deadline.  Prehearing Order # 2 directs the parties to submit proposed litigation schedules and any discovery modifications by no later than January 9, 2024.  See Prehearing Order # 2, Ordering Paragraph ## 1, 5.
By email dated January 10, 2024, we extended the deadlines set in Prehearing Order # 2 until January 15, 2024.

By filing dated January 12, 2024, Conneaut voluntarily extended the statutory suspension period by an additional 56 days, until November 8, 2024, in order to accommodate further mediation proceedings.  

On January 31, 2024, we issued Prehearing Order #3 wherein we modified the instructions provided in Prehearing Order #2 to reflect the latest extension of the statutory deadline.  Prehearing Order # 3 directed the parties to submit proposed litigation schedules and any discovery modifications by no later than February 9, 2024.  

On February 9, 2024, OCA submitted to us a proposed litigation schedule and discovery modification.  Counsel for OCA explained that the Company, I&E, OSBA, and the consumer complainants represented by Mr. Brown have agreed to the proposed litigation schedule and do not object to the proposed discovery modifications.  Additionally, copies of proposed litigation schedule and discovery modification were served by OCA on the pro se Complainants, George Malloy, Sharon Arneson, and James S. Tolbert, Jr.

Upon careful consideration, we adopt OCA’s proposed litigation schedule and discovery modifications.


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the litigation schedule in the above captioned matters is as follows: 

Company Direct			Wednesday, March 13, 2024 
Other Parties’ Direct 		Tuesday, April 9, 2024 
Rebuttal 				Tuesday, April 30, 2024 
Surrebuttal 				Friday, May 17, 2024 
Written Rejoinder			Friday, May 24, 2024 
Hearings 				Wed, May 29, 2024 - Thurs May 30, 2024
Main Brief 				Friday June 21, 2024 
Reply Brief 				Friday, July 5, 2024

2.	That the following modifications to the Commission’s discovery regulations are adopted: 

a) Answers to written interrogatories shall be served in-hand within five (5) calendar days of service. 

b) After the submission of Non-Company Direct Testimony, answers to written interrogatories shall be served in-hand within three (3) calendar days of service. The parties are to use their best efforts to provide answers within this shortened time-period. 

c) Objections to interrogatories shall be communicated orally within two (2) calendar days and in writing within three (3) calendar days of service of the interrogatories. 

d) Motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within two (2) calendar days of service of the written objections. 

e) Answers to motions to dismiss objections and/or direct the answering of interrogatories shall be filed within two (2) calendar days of service of such motions. 

f) Responses to requests for document production, entry for inspection, or other purposes must be served in-hand within (5) calendar days. 

g) Requests for admissions will be deemed admitted unless answered within three (3) calendar days of service. 

h) Discovery and all discovery-related pleadings, such as objections, motions, or answers, served after 12:00 noon on a Friday or after 12:00 noon the day before a holiday recognized by the Commission will be deemed to have been served on the following business day for purposes of tracking due dates. 

i) The parties are directed to make every reasonable effort to comply with these discovery response times. In those instances when compliance is not possible, despite a party’s best efforts, the responding party shall so advise, and the parties shall work together to address the requests and responses on a timely basis.


3.	That any provision of this prehearing order may be modified upon motion and good cause shown by any party in interest in accordance with 52 Pa. Code § 5.223(a).


Dated: February 14, 2024
							___________/s/______________________
							Eranda Vero
							Administrative Law Judge


							___________/s/______________________
							Arlene Ashton
							Administrative Law Judge
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