BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Alphonso Wheeler					:
							:		F-2023-3044775
	v.						:		
							:
PECO Energy Company				:	



ORDER GRANTING CONTINUANCE

		On November 27, 2023, Alphonso Wheeler (Mr. Wheeler or Complainant) filed  a Formal Complaint (Complaint) in this matter against PECO Energy Company (PECO or Respondent).  In the Complaint, Mr. Wheeler alleged that there were incorrect charges on his bill for electric service, that PECO was threatening to shut off his service and that he wanted a payment agreement.  

		On January 11, 2024, PECO filed an Answer (Answer) to the Complaint in which it denied the material allegations of fact and conclusions of law found in the Complaint.  

		On January 11, 2024, an Initial Telephonic Hearing Notice was issued establishing an initial telephonic hearing for this matter for Wednesday, March 13, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the presiding officer.  In anticipation of that hearing, a prehearing order was issued on January 30, 2024, setting forth various rules that would govern that proceeding.  

On March 11, 2024, PECO filed a motion requesting a two week continuance of the hearing scheduled for March 13, 2024 due to the unavailability of its witness.  In the motion, PECO indicated that it had informed Mr. Wheeler that it would file a Motion for continuance and that the Complainant does not object to the request. 

Section 5.483 of the Commission’s regulations provides presiding officers with the authority to regulate the course of proceedings.  52 Pa.Code § 5.483(a).  Presiding officers are required to conduct fair and impartial hearings and maintain order.  52 Pa.Code § 5.485(a).  Furthermore, the Commission’s regulations are to be liberally construed to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action or proceeding and the presiding officer may, at any stage, disregard an error or defect of procedure which does not affect the substantive rights of parties.  52 Pa.Code § 1.2(a).  Except as otherwise provided by statute, requests for continuance of hearings or for extension of time in which to perform an act required or allowed to be done at or within a specified time by this title or by order of the Commission or presiding officer, shall be by motion in writing, timely filed with the Commission, stating the facts on which the application rests.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  

In light of the above, PECO’s Motion for Continuance will be granted and the hearing re-scheduled for a date on or after March 28, 2024. 

ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the telephonic hearing scheduled for March 13, 2024, is cancelled.

2. That the hearing will be rescheduled for a date on or after March 28, 2024.

3. That the parties are encouraged to engage in settlement discussions to resolve all outstanding matters.
4. That the parties are reminded that the Prehearing Order issued January 30, 2024, issued in this matter remains in effect and all communications or actions taken pursuant to this Order comply therewith.


Date:	March 12, 2024			/s/			
			Arlene Ashton
			Administrative Law Judge
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