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March 14, 2024 

 
 
Via E-File  
 
Secretary Rosemary Chiavetta 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Re: Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for Approval of a Default Service 

Program for the Period of June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2029 
Docket No. P-2024-3047290 
 

 Petition to Intervene of CAUSE-PA 
 
Dear Secretary Chiavetta, 
 
Attached for filing, please find the Petition to Intervene of the Coalition for Affordable 
Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-PA) in the above referenced 
matter.  
 
Copies of this Petition will be circulated in accordance with the attached Certificate of Service. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 
___________________________________ 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 

       
CC: Per Certificate of Service 
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BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
 
 
Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for  
Approval of a Default Service Program for the  
Period of June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2029 

:    
:   Docket No. P-2024-3047290 
: 

  
 
 
 

Petition to Intervene of the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services  
and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania  

 
 
 

 
 The Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania 

(CAUSE-PA), through its counsel at the Pennsylvania Utility Law Project, hereby files this 

Petition to Intervene in the captioned proceeding, pursuant to the provisions of the Rules of 

Practice and Procedure of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC or Commission), 52 

Pa. Code §§ 5.71-5.76, and in support, states as follows: 

1. On March 12, 2024, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed a Petition for 

Approval of their Default Service Programs for the period commencing June 1, 2025 through May 

31, 2029 (Petition). 

2. Eligibility to intervene in Commission proceedings is governed by 52 Pa. Code § 5.72.  

This section provides, in relevant part, that “[a] petition to intervene may be filed by a person 

claiming a right to intervene or an interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or 

appropriate to the administration of the statute under which the proceeding is brought.”  52 Pa. 

Code § 5.72(a). 

3. Section 5.72 further provides that the right or interest may be one “which may be 

directly affected and which is not adequately represented by existing participants, and as to which 
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the petitioner may be bound by the action of the Commission in the proceeding.”  52 Pa. Code. § 

5.72(a)(2). 

4. Even though Section 5.72 speaks of the rights of a “person” to intervene, the 

Commonwealth Court has consistently stated that “an association may have standing as a 

representative of its members . . . as long as an organization has at least one member who has or 

will suffer a direct, immediate, and substantial injury to an interest as a result of the challenged 

action, [i.e., is aggrieved, the organization] has standing.”  Energy Cons. Council of Pa. v. Pa. 

PUC, 995 A.2d 465, 476 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 2010) (alteration in original) (citing Tripps Park v. Pa. 

PUC, 415 A.2d 967 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 1980); Parents United for Better Schools v. School Dist. of 

Phila., 614 A.2d 689 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 1994)). 

5. CAUSE-PA is an unincorporated association of low and moderate income individuals 

that advocates on behalf of its members to enable consumers of limited economic means to connect 

to and maintain affordable water, electric, heating and telecommunication services. 

6. CAUSE-PA membership is open to low and moderate income individuals residing in 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who are committed to the goal of helping economically 

vulnerable households to maintain affordable access to utility services and achieve economic 

independence and family well-being.  

7. CAUSE-PA is located, c/o the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network, at 118 Locust Street, 

Harrisburg, PA 17101. 

8. Several members of CAUSE-PA are customers of PPL and will be directly affected 

by the outcome of this proceeding. CAUSE-PA therefore has standing to intervene because at 

least one of its members has or will suffer a direct, immediate, and substantial injury to an 

interest as a result of this proceeding.  See Energy Cons. Council of Pa., 995 A.2d at 476.   
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9. CAUSE-PA has direct and substantial interest in the impact that PPL’s proposed 

Default Service Plan will have on low and moderate income residential customers.  These interests 

are not adequately represented by other participants.  

10. Specifically, CAUSE-PA has an interest in and intends to investigate the following 

issues through the course of this proceeding:  

a. Whether PPL’s proposed procurement strategy for residential consumers will 
provide a stable, least-cost default service option; 

b. Whether PPL’s proposal to continue its Standard Offer Referral Program, as 
modified by its Petition, will adequately protect consumers from unreasonably 
high costs at the end of the 12-month  program period (PPL Petition at 32-34, 
paras. 101-106); 

c. Whether PPL’s Time of Use proposal will adequately shield vulnerable 
consumers with inelastic energy requirements from excessive energy pricing (PPL 
Petition at 34-36, paras. 107-112);  

d. Whether the mechanics of PPL’s proposal to return customers to default service 
upon enrollment in OnTrack, PPL’s Customer Assistance Program, and prohibit 
imposition of early termination fees will adequately protect PPL’s low income 
customers from excessive pricing in the residential competitive electric market. 
(PPL Petition at 36, paras. 113-114); and 

e. Any other issues that arise through the course of litigation that may impact the 
accessibility, stability, and affordability of default service for low income 
consumers. 
 

11. Each of the forgoing matters must be thoroughly reviewed through discovery and a 

hearing to ensure that the Company’s economically vulnerable customers are not harmed and any 

approved programs are in the public interest. 

12. CAUSE-PA was granted intervenor status and actively participated in PPL’s prior 

DSP Plan proceedings and was a party to the Joint Petition for Partial Settlement of PPL’s DSP 

V Plan at docket P-2020-3029356. 
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13. CAUSE-PA is represented in this proceeding by: 

  Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
John Sweet, Esquire 
Ria Pereira, Esq. 
Lauren N. Berman, Esq. 

  Pennsylvania Utility Law Project 
  118 Locust Street 
  Harrisburg, PA 17101 

Telephone:  717-236-9486 
  E-mail:  pulp@pautilitylawproject.org  

 
14. Counsel for CAUSE-PA consents to the service of documents by electronic mail to 

pulp@pautilitylawproject.org, as provided in 52 Pa. Code § 1.54(b)(3). 

 

WHEREFORE, CAUSE-PA respectfully requests that the Public Utility Commission enter an 

order granting CAUSE-PA full status as an intervenor in this proceeding with active party status; 

and grant such other relief as is just and appropriate.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
PENNSYLVANIA UTILITY LAW PROJECT 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq., PA ID: 309014 
Ria M. Pereira, Esq., PA ID: 316771 
John W. Sweet, Esq. PA ID: 320182 
Lauren N. Berman, Esq., PA ID: 310116 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

March 14, 2024    pulp@pautilitylawproject.org  
  

mailto:pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
mailto:pulp@pautilitylawproject.org
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VERIFICATION 

 
 I, Elizabeth R. Marx, legal counsel for the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and 

Energy Efficiency (“CAUSE-PA”), on behalf of CAUSE-PA, hereby state that the facts 

contained in the foregoing pleading are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 

information and belief, that I am duly authorized to make this Verification, and that I expect to 

be able to prove the same at a hearing held in this matter.  I understand that the statements herein 

are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to 

authorities). 

      
        
 
              ______________________________________ 

On behalf of the Coalition for Affordable Utility 
Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania  
   

Date:   March 14, 2024  
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BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify I have on this day served copies of the Petition to Intervene of CAUSE-PA in 
accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a party). 
 
Kimberly A. Klock, Esq. 
Michael J. Shafer, Esq. 
PPL Services Corporation 
Two North Ninth Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
kklock@pplweb.com 
mjshafer@pplweb.com 

David McGregor, Esq.  
Michael W. Hassell, Esq. 
Megan Rulli, Esq. 
Post & Schell, P.C.  
17 North Second Street,  
12th Floor Harrisburg, PA 17101  
mhassell@postschell.com  
dmacgregor@postschell.com  
mrulli@postschell.com 

Aron J. Beatty, Esq. 
Christy Appleby, Esq. 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
5th floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
abeatty@paoca.org 
cappleby@paoca.org 

Steven C. Gray, Esq. 
Small Business Advocate 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
300 North Second Street, Suite 202 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 1710 
sgray@pa.gov 

Allison Kaster, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
PO Box 3265 
Harrisburg PA  17105-3265 
akaster@pa.gov  

Adeolu A Bakare, Esq. 
Jo-Anne S. Thompson, Esq.  
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC 
100 Pine Street 
P.O. Box 1166 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108 
jthompson@mcneeslaw.com  
abakare@mwn.com 

Deanne M. O’Dell, Esq. 
Lauren M. Burge, Esq. 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
213 Market Street, 8th Fl. 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
dodell@eckertseamans.com 
lburge@eckertseamans.com  

Charles E. Thomas, III, Esq. 
Thomas, Niesen & Thomas, LLC 
212 Locust Street, Suite 600 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Cet3@tntlawfirm.com 

Todd S. Stewart, Esq. 
Hawke McKeon & Sniscak LLP 
100 N. 10th Street 

Gregory L. Peterson, Esq. 
Thomas F. Puchner, Esq. 
Kevin C. Blake, Esq. 

Petition of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for  
Approval of a Default Service Program for the  
Period of June 1, 2025 through May 31, 2029 

:    
:   Docket No. P-2024-3047290 
: 
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Harrisburg PA 17101 
tsstewart@hmslegal.com  

Phillips Lytle LLP 
201 W. Third Street, Suite 205 
Jamestown, NY 14701-4907 
gpeterson@phillioslytle.com  

Derrick Price Williamson, Esq. 
Barry A. Naum, Esq. 
Spilman Thomas & Battle 
1100 Bent Creek Boulevard, Suite 101 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
dwilliamson@spilmanlaw.com  
bnaum@spilmanlaw.com  

John F. Lushis, Jr., Esq. 
Norris McLaughlin, PA 
515 West Hamilton St. Suite 502 
Allentown, PA 18101 
jlushis@norris-law.com  

 
  
      _________________________________ 

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esq. 
      Pennsylvania Utility Law Project   
      Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
DATE: March 14, 2024   118 Locust Street, Harrisburg, PA 17101 

717-710-3825 / emarx@pautilitylawproject.org   
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