BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation,	: 		A-2023-3044071
Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57			:
Subchapter G, for Approval to Site and 		:
Construct a New Single-Circuit 115 kV 		:
Transmission Line Between the Williams Grove 	:
230-69 kV Substation and the Allen 115-13 kV 	:
Substation Located in Cumberland 			:
County, Pennsylvania					:



INTERIM ORDER
REASSIGNING APPLICATION

		On November 3, 2023, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL”) filed an application requesting Commission approval to site and construct a new 3.9 mile long, single-circuit 115 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line between the Williams Grove 230-69 kV Substation and the Allen 115-13 kV Substation, located in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania (“Application”).  The Application was docketed at Docket No. A-2023-3044071.  PPL has not filed any applications for eminent domain associated with this project.

On November 9, 2023, a Telephonic Prehearing Conference Notice was issued scheduling this matter for a prehearing conference on January 25, 2024, to begin at 10:00 a.m.  The notice formally assigned the undersigned Administrative Law Judges as Presiding Officers over this proceeding.

		Notice of the Application was published in the December 2, 2023, issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin.[footnoteRef:1]  The notice informed interested parties of the date and time of the prehearing conference as well as instructions for how to participate in the conference.  Protests and petitions to intervene were due on or before January 19, 2024. [1:  	52 Pa.B. 7479 (Dec. 2, 2023).] 


		On January 11, 2024, a Prehearing Conference Order was served to the interested parties.  The order provided instructions for interested parties to participate in the proceeding and provided the date and time of the prehearing conference.  Each party was required to file a prehearing memorandum no later than 2 p.m. on January 24, 2024.

		No interested party filed a protest or petition to intervene by the January 19, 2024, deadline.

		On January 24, 2024, PPL filed its prehearing memorandum.  In its memorandum, PPL requested that this matter be transferred to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services (“TUS”) for technical review, because no protests or petitions to intervene were filed.  No other interested party filed a prehearing memorandum.  

		The prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Attorneys Garret P. Lent and Nicholas A. Stobbe appeared on behalf of PPL.  Joey Chen appeared on behalf of Mid-Atlantic Interstate Transmission in an observational capacity only.  No other interested party appeared at the prehearing conference.  

		PPL, noting that the Application was unprotested, made an oral motion to transfer this matter to TUS for technical review.  The motion was granted on the conference record.

If no factual issue pertinent to the resolution of a case exists, a hearing is unnecessary.  66 Pa.C.S. § 703(a); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 557 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); Lehigh Valley Power Committee v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 563 A.2d 548 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1989); S.M.E. Bessemer Cement, Inc. v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 540 A.2d 1006 (Pa.Cmwlth. 1988); White Oak Borough Authority v. Pennsylvania Pub. Util. Comm’n., 103 A.2d 502 (Pa.Super.1954).  Not conducting a hearing in these circumstances serves judicial economy by avoiding the time and cost of a hearing where no factual dispute exists. 

In this case there are no factual matters in dispute.  No protests or petitions to intervene have been filed and no party objected to the transfer of the Application to TUS for further technical review.  There are no factual disputes that require a hearing to resolve.  Therefore, this Order will reassign this proceeding to TUS.

ORDER


THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G, for Approval to Site and Construct a New Single-Circuit 115 kV Transmission Line Between the Williams Grove 230-69 kV Substation and the Allen 115-13 kV Substation Located in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, Docket A-2023-3044071, is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action.
		

[bookmark: _Hlk505862083]Date:  March 14, 2024						/s/				
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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								/s/			
			Alphonso Arnold III
		Administrative Law Judge
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A-2023-3044071 Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation filed Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G, for Approval to Site and Construct a New Single-Circuit 115 kV Transmission Line Between the Williams Grove 230-69 kV Substation and the Allen 115-13 kV Substation Located in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania.
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