BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,		:
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement		:
						:
[bookmark: _Hlk139884075]v.						:		C-2023-3044398	
:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:
							


FIRST INTERIM ORDER 
HOLDING ESTABLISHMENT OF LITIGATION SCHEULE IN ABEYANCE
AND DIRECTING THE PARTIES TO FILE A STATUS REPORT 

Procedural Background

Complaint and Answer

		On November 22, 2023, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a Formal Complaint against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia Gas) at Docket No. C-2023-3044398.  I&E alleged that in 2019 Columbia Gas installed a service line at 115 Tropical Avenue in Pittsburgh as part of a larger main line replacement project in the area (Tropical Avenue Project). Complaint ¶ 19.  The Tropical Avenue Project started on or about May 14, 2019, and the project was completed on or about December 18, 2019. Complaint ¶ 20.  As the result of a customer’s July 20, 2020, report of a natural gas odor along Tropical Avenue, I&E asserts an investigation was conducted on or about November 23 and 24, 2020.  Complaint ¶¶ 16, 24-25.  Thus, I&E alleges in part that Columbia’s (1) installation of visually unacceptable plastic pipe fusions; (2) improper or lack of marking of plastic fusions; (3) performance and inspection of plastic fusions by an unqualified employee; (4) failure to properly install saddle tee taps; (5) failure to capture and maintain accurate records; and (6) failure to furnish and maintain adequate, efficient, safe, and reasonable service and facilities.  Complaint ¶¶ 26-29.  I&E argues that Columbia’s conduct constitutes violations of 66 Pa.C.S. § 1501 and 49 CFR §§ 192.13, 192.273(b) and (c), 192.285, 192.287, 192.303, 192.305, & 1007(a)(1), (5).  Complaint ¶¶ 53-58.  

		For relief, I&E requests that the Commission order (1) Columbia Gas to pay an administrative penalty of Two Million, One Hundred Eighty-Six Thousand, Four Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($2,186,465.00) and (2) to take corrective actions.  Complaint ¶¶ 59-60.

		On December 8, 2023, Columbia Gas filed an unopposed Petition for an Extension of Time to File an Answer, which was granted on December 12, 2023.  On January 12, 2024, Columbia Gas filed an Answer to the Complaint.  The Answer admits in part and denies in part the material allegations of the Complaint and requests that I&E’s request for relief be denied.

		On January 23, 2024, a Notice of a Telephonic Prehearing Conference was issued,  informing the Parties that the proceeding was assigned to me and a prehearing conference would convene on March 13, 2024.  On March 7, 2024, I issued a Prehearing Conference Order, directing the Parties to develop a proposed litigation schedule and to file a Prehearing Memorandum.  Each Party filed a Prehearing Memorandum prior to the prehearing conference.

Prehearing Conference 
		
		The prehearing conference convened as scheduled on March 13, 2024.  Colby Widdowson, Esquire, appeared on behalf of I&E, and Theodore J. Gallagher, Esquire, appeared on behalf of Columbia Gas for the conference.  During the conference, counsel for the respective Parties jointly requested that the development of the litigation schedule be held in abeyance for two months to afford the Parties the opportunity to engage in settlement discussions.  As a result, I informed the Parties that I would issue an interim order holding the establishment of a litigation schedule in abeyance, and I would direct the Parties to jointly file a status report by May 17, 2024, as to the progress of their settlement negotiations.  In the event the Parties did not achieve a full settlement on all the issues involved in this case, a second prehearing conference would convene to establish the litigation schedule.





THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the establishment of the litigation schedule for the within proceeding is held in abeyance to afford the Parties, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement and Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., the opportunity to engage in settlement discussions.

2. That counsel for the respective Parties shall file a Joint Status Report with the Commission’s Secretary’s Bureau relevant to the progress of their settlement negotiations by May 17, 2024.

3. That in the event the Parties do not achieve a full settlement of all the issues involved in this proceeding by May 17, 2024, a second prehearing conference shall be convened to establish the litigation schedule for this proceeding, and the Parties shall be so notified in writing.
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Date:  March 14, 2024				
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