BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Judith Taptich 	:
	:
v. 	:		C-2023-3042726
	:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:			



ORDER REOPENING THE RECORD

This Order reopens the evidentiary record in this matter, for the purposes of holding a further evidentiary hearing on April 24, 2024, at 10:00 a.m.

Abbreviated procedural history

On September 1, 2023, Judith Taptich filed a Formal Complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission complaining of high bills.  The Complaint was served on PPL on September 6, 2023.  On September 26, 2023, PPL filed an Answer to the Complaint denying the material allegations of the Complaint.

On January 3, 2024, an evidentiary hearing was held as scheduled.  Both parties were represented at the hearing.   PPL had five exhibits admitted into the record during the hearing.  Ms. Taptich presented five exhibits at the hearing; however, they were not admitted into the record.  Instead, Ms. Taptich was given the opportunity to submit late-filed exhibits following the hearing.  A transcript of the evidentiary hearing was filed with the Commission on January 23, 2024.

On January 4, 2024, the Commission issued my Interim Order providing a deadline for Ms. Taptich to submit late-filed exhibits.  On January 25, 2024, Ms. Taptich submitted three late-filed exhibits, that I marked and identified as Complainant Late-Filed Exhibits 1-3.  PPL did not object to the admission of these exhibits into the record.
On February 2, 2024, the Commission issued my Interim Order which admitted Complainant Late-Filed Exhibits 1-3 and closed the evidentiary record.  At this time, the evidentiary record consists of the 63-page transcript of the January 3, 2024, hearing and the following exhibits:

PPL Electric Exhibit No. 1 - (Account Statement)
PPL Electric Exhibit No. 2 – (Record of account contacts)
PPL Electric Exhibit No. 4 – (Informal Complaint, Case Review, Decision)
PPL Electric Exhibit No. 5 – (Customer’s Daily Usage and Generation)
PPL Electric Exhibit No. 7 – (PPL Electric’s Net Metering Tariff Provisions)

Complainant Late-Filed Exhibit 1 – (January 2023 Solar Production)
Complainant Late-Filed Exhibit 2 – (February 2023 Solar Production)
Complainant Late-Filed Exhibit 3 – (March 2023 Solar Production)

Reopening the record

After reviewing the record in this matter, I have determined that a further evidentiary hearing is necessary in this matter.  The evidentiary record will be reopened for that purpose.

The Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 5.571 concern reopening a record prior to a decision.

§ 5.571. Reopening prior to a final decision.
 
(d) The record may be reopened upon notification to the parties in a proceeding for the reception of further evidence if there is reason to believe that conditions of fact or of law have so changed as to require, or that the public interest requires, the reopening of the proceeding.

(1) The presiding officer may reopen the record if the presiding officer has not issued a decision or has not certified the record to the Commission.

52 Pa. Code § 5.571(d)(1).

An Initial Decision has not yet been issued in this matter.   Public interest requires the reopening of the record in this matter for the reception of additional evidence at the further evidentiary hearing in this matter.  Specifically, additional testimony will be received concerning: (1) the bills issued and cancelled during the months of March and April 2023 and the billing periods that those bills cover, (2) the kwh generated by Ms. Taptich during those periods, and (3) any other topics as may be deemed necessary.

ORDER


THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the record in the matter of Judith Taptich v. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Docket No. C-2023-3042726, is reopened, for the purposes of holding a further evidentiary hearing.



Date:	March 20, 2024							/s/			
								Alphonso Arnold III
								Administrative Law Judge
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