
 
March 20, 2024 

 
Via Electronic Mail Only 
Michael W. Hassell, Esquire 
Lindsay A. Berkstresser, Esquire 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
17 North Second Street 
12th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601 
 
 

Re:  Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission  
v. 

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.  
Docket No. R-2024-3046519 

 
Dear Counsel: 
 

Enclosed you will find Interrogatories of the Office of Consumer Advocate, Set 1, in the 
above-referenced proceedings. 
 

In accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, we request Columbia 
Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. provide verified answers to these inquiries within fifteen (15) days of 
service.  Also, please forward the verified answers as they are completed, rather than waiting until 
the responses to the full set are completed. 

 
We would appreciate it if you would communicate any objections you may have to these 

interrogatories as soon as possible.  
 

We also request that you send a copy of the answers directly to our group e-mail, as listed 
below:  
 
 

OCA2024COLGASBRC@paoca.org 
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If you have any questions, please call us.  By copy of this letter, copies of these 
interrogatories have been served upon all parties.  A certificate of service showing service of these 
interrogatories on all parties has been filed with Secretary Chiavetta of the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission as required by 52 Pa. Code §5.341(b).   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
      ______________________ 
      Melanie J. El Atieh 

Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate 
PA Attorney I.D. # 209323 
melatieh@paoca.org 

 
 
Enclosures: 
cc: PUC Secretary Rosemary Chiavetta, (Letter and Certificate of Service Only) 
 Certificate of Service  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission : 

: 
 

 Docket Nos. R-2024-3046519 
v. : 

: 
 

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. :  
 

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the following document, the Office 

of Consumer Advocate’s Interrogatories to Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., Set 1, upon 

parties of record in this proceeding in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 

(relating to service by a participant), in the manner and upon the persons listed below. This 

document was filed electronically on the Commission’s electronic filing system. 

Dated this 20th day of March, 2024. 
 
 

SERVICE BY E-MAIL ONLY 
 

Lindsay A. Berkstresser, Esq. 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
17 North Second Street, 12th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601 
lberkstresser@postschell.com 
Counsel for Columbia Gas 
 
Allison Kaster, Esquire 
Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North Street, 2nd Floor  
Harrisburg, PA 17120  
akaster@pa.gov 
Counsel for I&E 
 
 
 

Candis A. Tunilo, Esquire 
NiSource Corporate Services Co. 
800 N. Third St., Suite 204 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 
Telephone: (223) 488-0794 
ctunilo@nisource.com  
Counsel for NiSource 
 
Steve Gray, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate  
555 Walnut Street 
1st Floor, Forum Place  
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923  
sgray@pa.gov  
Counsel for OSBA 
 
 

 
  



Certificate of Service Page 2 of 2 

SERVICE BY E-MAIL ONLY (continued) 
 

Charis Mincavage, Esq 
Kenneth R. Stark, Esq 
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC 
100 Pine Street 
P.O. Box 1166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166 
cmincavage@mcneeslaw.com   
kstark@mcneeslaw.com 
Counsel for Columbia Industrial Intervenors  
 
Joseph L. Vullo, Esq 
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts 
1460 Wyoming Avenue 
Forty Fort, PA 18704  
jlvullo@bvrrlaw.com 
Counsel for Community Action Association of 
Pennsylvania 
 
Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire 
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project 
118 Locust Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
emarxpulp@palegalaid.net 
pulp@palegalaid.net 
Counsel for CAUSE-PA 
 

Thomas J. Sniscak, Esq 
Whitney E. Snyder, Esq 
Phillip D. Demanchick Jr., Esq  
Hawke McKeon & Sniscak, LLP  
100 N. 10th Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101  
tjsniscak@hmslegal.com  
wesnyder@hmslegal.com 
pddemanchick@hmslegal.com 
Counsel for Pennsylvania State University 
 
Todd S. Stewart, Esq 
Hawke McKeon & Sniscak LLP  
100 North Tenth Street  
P.O. Box 1778  
Harrisburg, PA 17105-1778  
tsstewart@hmslegal.com  
 
 
 
 

 

 _________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Melanie J. El Atieh 
Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate 
PA Attorney I.D. # 209323 
MElatieh@paoca.org 
 
Christy M. Appleby 
Senior Assistant Consumer Advocate  
Harrison W. Breitman 
Assistant Consumer Advocates 
OCA2024COLGASBRC@paoca.org  
 
Counsel for: 
Office of Consumer Advocate  
555 Walnut Street 
5th Floor, Forum Place  
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
717-783-5048 
 
Dated: March 20, 2024 
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	OCA Set 1 to Columbia
	Interrogatories Set I
	1. Please provide an explanation of, identify the assumptions made in, and provide a copy of all workpapers, correspondence, or other documentation, including computer spreadsheet files, supporting the derivation of the projected monthly purchase volu...
	2. Please provide an explanation and all workpapers, calculations, and supporting documentation showing the derivation of projected monthly sales and transportation volumes separately by customer class for the period February 2024 through September 2025.
	3. Please provide actual and weather normalized sales volumes and number of customers by class for each month and year from January 2022 through that most recently available. Include supporting normalization workpapers and documentation.  Identify bas...
	4. Please provide actual and weather normalized transportation volumes and number of customers by class (with Choice and Traditional customers and volumes identified separately) for each month and year from January 2022 through that most recently avai...
	5. Please provide the projected monthly number of sales and transportation customers by class for the period February 2024 through September 2025.
	6. Please provide a detailed supply and requirement schedule for the Company’s 2023-2024 winter season peak day.  The schedules should include deliveries to meet demands by pipeline rate schedule (e.g., DTI, Tetco, TCO) and requirements by customer cl...
	7. Please provide the same source (capacity entitlements) and requirements information requested in the previous question for the Company’s 2024/2025 design day.
	8. Please provide a monthly history of storage injections and withdrawals for on-system storage and each contract storage arrangement for the period January 2023 to present.  Include end-of-month top gas or working gas storage balances.  Also separate...
	9. For each of the Company’s contract storage arrangements and on-system storage, please identify:
	a. The maximum daily injection and withdrawal rates when storages are full and the decline in deliverability which occurs as top gas is withdrawn;
	b. The applicable tariff cycling requirements for contract storage services; and
	c. The cycling requirements applicable for on-system storage and the basis for those requirements.  Include supporting documentation.
	10. Please provide a schedule separately identifying all interruptions of transportation or firm retail sales service since January 2023 due to supply shortages or capacity constraints on the Company’s distribution system or its upstream interstate pi...
	11. With respect to service provided to transportation customers, please identify for the period January 2023 to present on a monthly basis, separately, the quantity of gas delivered on behalf of transportation customers which was delivered:
	a. Directly to the Company’s system from local production sources; and
	b. Into the Company’s system via interstate or intrastate pipeline, by pipeline.
	12. Please provide complete copies of the invoices received from each interstate pipeline and asset manager for service during the month of January 2024.
	13. Please provide complete copies of the invoices received from each non-local supplier from which the Company purchased gas for the month of January 2024.
	14. Please provide a summary of all reconciliation period payments received by the Company from parties from which the Company purchased gas for purposes other than prior period billing adjustments, capacity release, or off-system sales activities.
	15. Please provide a summary describing all filings pending before the FERC which may result in a refund to the Company.  Include an estimate of each pending refund.
	16. Please provide a monthly tabulation of transportation customer imbalances for the period November 2022 to present.  That is, provide receipts of customer-owned gas adjusted for distribution system fuel retention and on-system storage activity vers...
	17. For the period January 2023 to present, identify and provide a copy of any arrangements which existed with another party wherein that party was entitled to use or direct the use of the Company’s interstate pipeline capacity, storage, or gas supply...
	18. Please identify whether any unauthorized usage, overrun usage, or penalties have been assessed against the Company by its interstate pipelines since January 2023.  Identify the reason for assessment and indicate where such penalties are reflected ...
	19. Please provide a complete monthly history of the Company’s capacity release activity, including capacity acquisitions, for the period February 2023 to date.  Distinguish between customer choice and non-customer choice releases.  Provide a copy of ...
	a. Quantity available for release by pipeline;
	b. Purchasing or releasing party by name;
	c. The applicable pipeline, quantity, rate, and revenues;
	d. Beginning and end date of each release;
	e. The otherwise applicable maximum interstate pipeline rate; and
	f. Whether any conditions were placed on the release and whether the capacity was recalled prior to the expiration of the initial term of the release.
	20. Please identify whether the Company has assessed any unauthorized usage or overrun penalties to transportation customers since January 2023, and indicate where such penalties are reflected in the filing.  Identify those charges and penalties.
	21. Please identify the Company’s current fuel retention charge, how often the charge is recalculated, and explain how it is determined.
	22. Please identify, by class, the non-customer choice number of customers which migrated to transportation service or to sales service from transportation service, by month, during the period February 2023 through January 2024.  Also include the asso...
	23. Please provide a schedule identifying monthly company-use and lost-and-unaccounted-for gas (LUFG) quantities as a percentage of total throughput for the period January 2022 to present, and on an annual percentage for each month from January 2023 t...
	24. Identify the fuel retention quantities waived for transportation customers for each month during the period February 2023 to present.
	25. Please provide a complete monthly history of the Company’s gas purchase activity for the period February 2023 through January 2024, excluding local producer purchases.  Provide a copy of the Company’s response on computer diskette in Excel format....
	a. Rates paid to each supplier by component (i.e., demand, commodity, etc.);
	b. The applicable quantity for each component identified in subpart a;
	c. The applicable cost for each component identified in subpart a;
	d. For each gas supply purchase, identify the transporting pipeline(s), variable transportation charge, fuel retention charge, and receipt point; and
	e. For gas supply purchases for which the duration of flow was not the entire month, identify the dates of flow.
	26. Identify all purchases included in the previous response that were citygate purchases (excluding local purchases) or delivered to the Company under an interruptible transportation service arrangement.
	27. For the month of January 2024, please provide a copy of the actual monthly planning document prepared by the Company which indicates how much gas should be purchased and delivered on the Company’s various pipelines/receipt points just before the C...
	28. If not identified in the previous question, please identify the gas supply locational price differential (from NYMEX or other benchmark) utilized for planning purposes on a monthly basis for each location at which the Company purchased gas for the...
	29. Please provide the most recent version of each of the reports maintained by the Company concerning its choice transportation program for small customers.  This would include reports showing:
	a. The number of suppliers and customers participating (by month);
	b. The number of customers served by each supplier (by month);
	c. Design peak day and annual requirements of participating customers;
	d. Capacity assigned to each supplier by type;
	e. Any local production volumes assigned to suppliers;
	f. Individual monthly supplier imbalances; and
	g. Other.
	30. Please provide the following information in Excel format for each off-system sale during the period February 2023 through January 2024. Separately identify each of those transactions with an affiliate:
	a. Customer;
	b. Rates paid by each off-system customer;
	c. Rates paid to each gas supplier to accommodate off-system sales by component;
	d. The applicable quantity for each component identified in subpart b;
	e. The applicable cost for each component identified in subpart b; and
	f. For each gas supply purchase, identify the transporting pipeline(s), variable transportation charge, fuel retention charge, dates of flow, and delivery and receipt points.
	31. For the period February 2023 through September 2025, please identify each contract for interstate pipeline capacity which has or will expire.  For each expiring contract, please:
	a. Identify each replacement option considered by the Company;
	b. Provide a copy of all analyses prepared evaluating replacement options;
	c. Identify the replacement option selected by the Company and explain why that option was the least-cost option;
	d. Provide a copy of all internal correspondence and correspondence which relates to the renegotiation of the expiring contracts; and
	e. Provide a copy of all internal correspondence and external correspondence which relates to potential replacement options.
	32. For the period February 2023 through January 2024, please identify all sales of gas from storage inventory.  Include parties, dates, quantities, costs, and sales rates, and explain how the associated margins were treated for ratemaking purposes.
	33. Please explain whether the Company engages in time-differentiated exchange or park/loan activities for a fee.  That is, whether the Company provides/accepts gas from off-system customers and accepts/returns gas to customers at a later point in tim...
	34. Please provide a summary of the performance by choice suppliers in delivering required supplies for the winter of 2023/2024.
	35. Excluding AMAs, identify any capacity release arrangements under which the Company received revenues or other compensation which was in addition to the credit reflected on the applicable pipeline invoice.
	36. Please identify the Company’s targeted and actual level of storage inventory under each storage arrangement and for on-system storage for each month during the historical review period.  Identify acceptable deviations from targeted levels as well ...
	37. Please provide a first-of-the-month published index price and a daily published index price applicable for each location at which the Company purchased gas at any time during the period February 2023 through January 2024 in Excel format.
	38. Please explain whether any adjustments for on-system storage losses were entered on the Company’s books since January 2023.  Identify quantities and costs, FERC account numbers, explain whether the adjustments were to top gas or base gas, and expl...
	39. Please provide an estimate of the actual balancing requirements of non-choice transportation customers on the peak day for the last two years.
	40. Please identify all arrangements wherein a transportation customer receives a discount from the otherwise applicable fuel retention or balancing charge.  Identify the customers’ gas supplier, rate class, the applicable retainage charge, annual vol...
	41. Please explain whether the Company engages in locational exchanges for a fee.  If yes, please provide a complete history of such transactions during the period February 2023 through January 2024.
	42. Provide a detailed tabulation of the Company’s gas balance showing supply by pipeline, local production, company production, on-system and contract storage activity, and disposition by PGC, other sales and transportation classes, including imbalan...
	43. Please provide a complete history of OFO orders issued by the Company during the historic review period.  Identify the cause for issuance, any additional costs incurred by the Company due to violations of the OFO, and explain whether the additiona...
	44. Please provide a summary of all straddles, continuous extendables, or other gas supply arrangements in place during the historic review period which gave a supplier the option of reducing or increasing deliveries of gas to the Company during the m...
	45. Please provide copies of any internal or independent audits of the Company’s gas procurement function, practices, and policies conducted during the last year.
	46. Is the Company proposing to recover any costs associated with the Intercontinental Exchange, its sendout model, or industry publications as a purchased gas cost?  Please identify such amounts.
	47. Please provide a copy of all storage fill arrangements in place during the historic PGC period.
	48. Please provide a copy of the Company’s most recent UFG filing with the Commission.
	49. Provide copies of any studies or reports which examine utilizing natural gas futures, options, and other financial instruments in the gas supply planning process.  Explain the extent to which the Company took actions to foresee volatility, hedge r...
	50. If applicable, please provide a schedule showing the impact of fixed-priced purchases and the use of financial instruments on the Company’s cost of gas (vs. market) for the historic review period.
	51. Please provide a copy of the Company’s daily load duration curve used for capacity planning purposes (PGC sales and Choice customers).  Identify the numerical data points and the applicable heating degree days for each point.  Also include the cap...
	52. Please identify the contractual daily quantities (MDQ) of standby service reserved by transportation customers and the commodity quantities actually purchased on a monthly basis during the historic review period.
	53. Please provide an explanation and calculation showing how each of the EBS and Standby Service charges applicable to transportation customers are designed.
	54. Please identify the contracts reflected on Exhibit 1-D-3, Attachment 1, Sheet 1 that serve each of the PSPs reflected on Exhibit No. 13, Schedule 6.
	55. Please provide an update to Exhibit No. 12, and Exhibit 13, Attachment 1, page 36 for the 2023/2024 winter season to date.
	56. Reference Exhibit No. 13, Attachment 1, page 44.  Please provide a complete copy of the analysis supporting the Company’s design day temperature criteria selections for each PSP in Excel format.
	57. Reference Exhibit 1-D-3, Attachment 1, Sheet 1.  Please provide the expiration and notice date for each contract.
	58. Reference Exhibit No. 5, Sheet 9.  Please provide an explanation as to how the EBS capacity quantity of 12.6 MDth was calculated.  Include supporting documentation and workpapers.
	59. Please provide a copy of each RFP issued for AMA services during the historic review period, a copy of each bid received, a copy of the Company’s analyses evaluating the bids, and a copy of the contract for each selected bid.
	60. Please provide a copy of the Exhibit A/transaction confirmation for each contract listed in Exhibit 1-D-1, Attachment 1 and provide a copy of the RFP issued.
	61. Reference Exhibit 1-F, Schedule 1, Sheet 2b of 2.  Please describe the service/activity reflected in columns E and F and explain how the costs are determined. Provide the supporting calculations.
	62. Please provide a monthly summary of EBS activity (Option 1 and Option 2 separately) for the historic reconciliation period.  Include applicable volumes, charges, and rates.
	63. Reference Exhibit I-E, Schedule 4, Sheet 6. Please explain how the applicable rates are calculated. Provide the supporting calculations.
	64. Please provide a monthly history of rate NNS sales volumes and prices for the historic review period.
	65. Reference Exhibit 13, Attachment 1, page 6, item A. Please identify the winter season used to develop the design day forecast.
	66. For the five coldest non-weekend/holiday days during the winter of 2023-2024, please provide an analysis that demonstrates that the design day forecast model presented in Exhibit B, Attachment 1, produces a reasonable estimate of the Company’s tot...
	67. Please identify the projected design day demands of PGC and Choice customers for the winter of 2024-2025 (separately), and the capacity projected to be assigned to Choice suppliers.
	68. Reference Exhibit 1-A, Schedule 3, Sheet 2. Please explain how the TCO and EGTS contract quantities were determined. Why are none of the Company’s other capacity contracts included in the calculation.
	69. Reference Exhibit 6, Attachment 1.
	a. Are the release quantities the sum of the daily quantities released each month? If no, explain how the release quantities are determined; and
	b. How would the monthly revenues be calculated for each release.
	70. Reference Exhibit 6, Attachment 2. Please explain why the sales were made at a loss. Also explain whether all losses are assigned to PGC customers.
	71. Reference Exhibit 1-B, Schedule 2, page 1.
	a. Please explain why the Company entered into this release and how the release will impact the capacity resources available to meet PGC customer design day requirements; and
	b. Is the Company retaining 25% of the release revenues?
	72. Regarding the Company application of balancing charges per the tariff, please provide:
	a. A definition and description of the application of balancing charges;
	b. An itemized schedule depicting the balancing charge calculations;
	c. Schedule(s) showing both the daily and monthly imbalances for transportation customers from February 1, 2023 through January 31, 2024;
	d. Schedule(s) showing the daily and monthly imbalance penalty calculations for transportation customers from February 1, 2023 through January 31, 2024;
	e. A description of the manner in which the Company treats imbalance penalty revenue for accounting purposes; and
	f. A schedule showing any and all instances where any balancing charge has been flexed.




