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800 N. Third Street
Suite 204

Harrisburg, PA 17102
Cell: 223-488-0794
ctunilo@nisource.com

Candis A. Tunilo
Senior Counsel
Legal Department

June 24, 2024
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING ONLY

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street, 2nd Floor North

P.O. Box 3265

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

RE: Application for Approval of Abandonment of Natural Gas Service by
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. to One (1) Active and One (1)
Inactive Residential Premises in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania
Docket No. A-2024-3049538

Dear Secretary Chiavetta:
Pursuant to the Secretarial Letter issued in the referenced matter on June 13, 2024,
enclosed herewith please find the Proof of Publication of Notice of Columbia Gas of

Pennsylvania, Inc.'s Application.

The display advertisement was published on June 18, 2024, in the Leader Times (a
newspaper of general circulation in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania).

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact the undersigned at (223) 488-0794.

Very truly yours,

Candis A. Tunilo

/kak

Enclosure
ce Certificate of Service



Proof of Publication of Notice in Leader Times

Under the Act of July 9. 1976, P.L. 877, No. 160
State of Pennsylvania

County of Armstrong

Arnold Wingard, Advertising Sales Rep of West Penn Media, a corporation
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, publisher of the Leader Times, of the County State aforesaid,
being duly sworn, deposes and says that the Leader Times, a newspaper of general circulation
published at Kittanning, County and State aforesaid, was established January 10, 1898, since which
date the Leader Times has been regularly issued in said county, and that the printed notice or
publication attached hereto is exactly the same as printed and published in the regular editions and
issues of the said Leader Times on the
following dates.

the 18th of June, 2024

Affiant further deposes that she is an officer duly authorized by West Penn Media, publisher of the
Leader Times, a newspaper of general circulation to verify the foregoing statement under oath, and
affiant is not interested in the subject matter of the foresaid notice or advertisement, and that all
allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, place and character of publication are true.

l’?"/
Copy of Notice or Publication 2 ba /

. Leader Times

Sworn t subscribed before me

e T i |

My Commission Expires: Commonwezlth of Pennsylvania - Notary Sea! |
JULIA A JORDAN - Notary Public ;
Armstrong County

My Commission Expires Jun 28, 2024 {
Statement of Advegtising Co§tsmmission Number 1080544 i

To Leader Times

For publishing the notice or publication attached $7165.007
Probating Same .......c.coooeveeieee e $

Publisher's Receipt for Advertising Costs

Leader Times, a newspaper of general circulation, hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and publication cost and certifies that
the same been duly paid.
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Chinese premier agrees with Australia to ‘properly
manage’ differences

By ROD MCGUIRK

Associated Press
MELBOURNE, Austra-

lia Chinese Premier Li

Qiang said he agreed with
Australian  Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese on Mon-
day to properly manage their
nations’ differences as they
emerge from a hostile era in
which  minister-to-minister
contacts were banned and
trade barriers cost Australian
exporters up to 20 billion
Australian dollars ($13 bil-
lion) a year.

Li, Albanese and senior
ministers of both administra-
tions met at Parliament House
to discuss thorny issues, in-
cluding lingering trade bar-
riers, conflict between their
militaries in  international
waters and China’s desire to
invest in critical minerals.

Li, China’s most senior
leader after President Xi
Jinping, arrived in the South
Australian state capital of
Adelaide on Saturday and the
national capital of Canberra
late Sunday in the first visit
to the country by a Chinese
premier in seven years.

Li told reporters after
Monday’s meeting that the
bilateral ~relationship ~was

“on the right track of steady
improvement and develop-
ment.”

“We ... had a candid ex-
change of views on some
differences  and  disagre
ments and agreed to proper-
ly manage them in a manner
befitting our comprehensive
strategic partnership,” Li said
through an interpreter.

Albanese, who in Novem-
ber last year became the first
Australian prime minister to
visit China since 2016, de-
scribed the discussions as
“constructive.”

“Australia advocates that
we should all work together
to promote a regional balance
where no country dominates
and no country is dominat-
ed,” Albanese said.

“I’ve made it clear as na-
tions with different histories,
political systems and values,
we will cooperate with Chi-
na where we can, disagree
where we must and engage
in the national interest,” the
Australian leader added.

Their relations have im-
proved markedly since Alba-
nese’s center-left Labor Party
was elected in 2022 follow-
ing nine years of conserva-
tive government in Australia.

Most of the official and
unofficial trade barriers Bei-
jing introduced in 2020 on
coal, cotton, wine, barley and
wood have been lifted since
Albanese was clected.

Beijing had banned minis-
ter-to-minister contacts as it
froze out the previous Aus-
tralian government diplomat-
ically.

Agriculture Minister Mur-
ray Watt said before the
meeting that he would raise
the issue of China’s ban on
Australian rock lobsters and
exports from two beef pro-
cessing plants.

“The mere fact that we
have the first visit by a
Chinese premier, the sec-
ond-most powerful person
in China, ... since 2017 is
an enormous opportunity to
continue that dialogue, to
continue stabilizing our rela-
tionship and address some of
the outstanding issues,” Watt
said.

Li was served lobster at
a business lunch with wine-
makers on Sunday and wagyu
beef at a state lunch Monday,
news media reported.

Li planned to underscore
China’s interest in buying
a bigger stake in Austra-

lia’s critical minerals sector,
which is essential to the glob-
al transition to renewable en-
ergy sources, by visiting a
Chinese-controlled  lithium
processing plant in Western
Australia state Tuesday.

Li visited New Zealand
before Australia and is sched-
uled to stop in Malaysia late
Tuesday before returning to
China.

Australia shares U.S. con-
cerns over China’s global
dominance in critical miner-
als and control over supply
chains in the renewable ener-
gy sector.

Citing Australia’s nation-
al interests, Treasurer Jim
Chalmers recently ordered
five Chinese-linked compa-
nies to divest their shares in
the rare carth mining compa-
ny Northern Minerals.

Watt said Chinese invest-
ment was not banned from
the sector, but must meet na-
tional security criteria.

Albanese later told Li at
a state lunch, “We won’t al-
ways agree and the points
on which we disagree won’t
simply disappear if we leave
them in silence.”

That appeared to be in re-
sponse to a statement by Li,

released by the Chinese Em-
bassy in Canberra on Sunday,
that he recommended “shelv-
ing differences” between the
two countries in the interests
of bolstering relations.

Albanese confirmed he had
raised with Li recent clashes
between the two countries’
militaries in the South Chi-
na Sea and Yellow Sea that
Australia argues endangered
Australian personnel.

Chinese and  Australian
officials had agreed at the
meeting to discuss improving
military-to-military commu-
nications to avoid unintended
incidents, Albanese said.

Relations tumbled over
Australian legislation that
banned covert foreign in-
terference  in  Australian
politics, the exclusion of
Chinese-owned  telecommu-
nications giant Huawei from
rolling out the national 5G
network due to security con-
cerns, and Australia’s call
for an independent investi-
gation into the causes of and
responses to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Benjamin Herscovitch, a
China expert at Australian
National University, said he
did not expect China to get

any firm commitments from
Australia during Li’s visit.

The two countries signed
several agreements on Mon-
day to cooperate on trade, ed-
ucation, climate change, cul-
ture and intellectual property.

Beijing would like to re-
move Australian opposition
to China joining a trade bloc
known as the CPTPP, more
investment in Australian crit-
ical minerals and ambitious
new cooperative agreements
on science and technology,
Herscovitch said.

But Australia had already
made a concession to Chi-
na in rebuilding relations
through inaction by not im-
posing sanctions on Chinese
entities that help Russia’s war
effort in Ukraine, he said.

“Australia is essential-
ly giving China a free pass
on that issue,” Herscovitch
said, while Australian allies,
including the United States,
Britain and the European
Union were imposing sanc-
tions.

Hundreds of pro-China
demonstrators, human rights
activists and democracy ad-
vocates have lined the routes
of Li’s cavalcades in Ade-
laide and Canberra.

China blames Philippines for ship
collision in South China Sea.
Manila calls the report deceptive

By SIMINA MISTREANU
AND JIM GOMEZ
Associated Press

TAIPEI — A Chinese ves-
sel and a Philippine supply
ship collided near the dis-
puted Spratly Islands in the
South China Sea on Monday,
China’s coast guard said, in
the latest flare-up of escalat-
ing territorial disputes that
have sparked alarm.

The coast guard said a
Philippine supply ship en-
tered waters near the Second
Thomas Shoal, a submerged
reef in the Spratly Islands,
part of a territory claimed by
several nations.

The Philippines says the
shoal falls within its inter-
nationally recognized exclu-
sive economic zone and of-
ten cites a 2016 international
arbitration ruling invalidat-
ing China’s expansive South
China Sea claims based on
historical grounds.

The Chinese coast guard
said the Philippine craft
“ignored China’s repeated
solemn warnings and
dangerously approached a
Chinese vessel in normal
navigation in an unprofes-
sional manner, resulting in a
collision.”

“The Philippines is entire-
ly responsible for this,” the
coast guard said in its state-
ment on the social media
platform WeChat.

at Ayungin Shoal, which is
well within our exclusive
economic zone.” It used
the Philippine name for the
shoal, where Filipino navy
personnel have transported
food, medicine and other
supplies to a long-grounded
warship that has served as
Manila’s territorial outpost.

Philippine Defense Sec-
retary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
said his country’s armed
forces would resist “China’s
dangerous and reckless be-
havior,” which “contravenes
their statements of good
faith and decency.”

“We will exert our utmost
in order to fulfill our sworn
mandate to protect our terri-
torial integrity, sovereignty,
and sovereign rights,” Te-
odoro said. “It should now
be clear to the international
community that China’s ac-
tions are the true obstacles
to peace and stability in the
South China Sea.”

The United States con-
demned China’s “aggres-
sive, dangerous maneu-
vers” near the shoal, which
“caused bodily injury, dam-
aged Philippine vessels and
hindered lawful maritime
operations to supply food,
water and essential sup-
plies to Philippine person-
nel within the Philippine
exclusive economic zone,”
U.S. Ambassador to Manila
MaryKay Carlson said in a

on X.

» the Philipp
military called the Chinese
coast guard’s report “de-
ceptive and misleading,”
and said it would “not dis-
cuss operational details on
the legal humanitarian ro-
tation and resupply mission

Two speedboats — at-
tempting to deliver con-
struction materials and other
supplies to a military vessel
stationed at the shoal — ac-
companied the supply ship,
according to China’s Foreign

Ministry, which described
its coast guard’s maneuver
as “professional, restrained,
reasonable and lawful.”

The Foreign Ministry did
not expand on the extent of
the damage to the Chinese or
Philippine vessels.

Several incidents have
happened in recent months
near the shoal which lies
less than 200 nautical miles
(370 kilometers)  from
The Philippines coast and
where it maintains an out-
post aboard the BRP Sierra
Madre, which had been en-
crusted with rust since it was
deliberately ~grounded in
1999 but remains an actively
commissioned military ves-
sel, meaning an attack on it
could be considered by the
Philippines as an act of war.

China has increasingly
become assertive in pressing
its claim to virtually the en-
tire South China Sea, which
has led to a rising number
of direct conflicts with other
countries in the region, most
notably the Philippines and
Vietnam.

A new law by China,
which took effect Saturday,
authorizes its coast guard
to seize foreign ships “that
illegally enter China’s terri-
torial waters” and to detain
foreign crews for up to 60
days. The law renewed a
reference to 2021 legislation
that says China’s coast guard
can fire upon foreign ships if
necessary.

At least three coastal gov-
ernments with claims to the
waters — the Philippines,
Vietnam and Taiwan
have said they would not
recognize the law.

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Application for Approval of Abandonment of Natural Gas Service by Columbia Gas of
Pennsylvania, Inc. to One (1) Active and One (1) Inactive Residential Premises in
Armstrong County, Pennsylvania.
Docket Number: A-2024-3049538

prior to submittal.
Applicants:

through the Commission’s Share Point File system with

Formal protests and petitions to intervene must be filed in accordance with Title 52 of the
Pennsylvania Code, on or before, July 15, 2024. Al filings must be made with the Secretary
of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, 2nd Floor, Harrisburg, PA
17120, with a copy served on the Applicant. The documents filed in support of the Application
are available ONLY online for inspection and copying on the Commission’s website at
www.puc.pa.gov, and at the Applicant’s business address. ALL Parties to proceedings pending
before the Commission must open and use an e-filing account through the Commission’s
website at www.puc.pa.gov or you may submit the filing by overnight delivery to: Secretary,
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, 400 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120. If
a filing contains confidential or proprietary material, the filing is required to be submitted by
overnight delivery. Large filings containing confidential or proprietary material may be submitted

By ELAINE KURTENBACH
Associated Press
BANGKOK — China’s

central bank kept a key lend-
ing rate unchanged on Mon-
day, choosing not to loosen
credit as data for May showed
signs of persisting weakness
in the world’s No. 2 econo-
my’s manufacturing and real
estate sectors.

The central bank kept its
rate for l-year medium-term
lending facility loans, used as
a benchmark for other lending
rates, at 2.5%. The decision
aligned with expectations: in-
stead of cutting already low
interest rates Beijing has fo-
cused on channeling spending

to areas considered to be high
priorities such as high-tech in-
dustries.

The government reported
Monday that factory output
fell 5.6% in May from the year
before, slowing from 6.7% in
April, though analysts not-
ed some impact duc to more
work days in this year com-
pared with the year before.

Property investments fell
10% year-on-year and home
sales “sank 30.5%, suggest-
ing a raft of measures to try
to turn around a real estate
slump have yet to take hold.

Home prices in major, so
called Tier 1 cities like Bei
jing and Shanghai, fell 3.2%.

The downturn in the prop-
erty industry followed a

China keeps lending rate unchanged as data
show housing market is still struggling

crackdown on excessive bor-
rowing by property develop-
ers several years ago. That led
many to default on their debts
as they meanwhile have strug-
gled to deliver apartments
that buyers had already paid
for. That also hit contractors
and suppliers of building ma-
terials, appliances and other
household goods.

“This data was certainly
on the disappointing side and
may ring some alarm bells, as
May’s policy support pack-
age has not yet translated to
a slower decline of housing
prices, let alone a stabili-
zation,” Lynn Song, chief
economist for Greater China
at ING Economics, said in a
commentary.
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Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.
121 Champion Way, Suite 100, Canonsburg, PA 15317

Through and By Counsel for:
Candis A. Tunilo, Esquire

800 N Third Street, Suite 204, Harrisburg, PA 17102
ctunilo@nisource.com

Theodore J. Gallagher, Esquire
121 Champion Way, Suite 100, Canonsburg, PA 15317
tjigallagher@nisource.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing has been served
upon the following persons, in the manner indicated, in accordance with the
requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a participant).

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

Richard Travis
365 Shirey Road
Mayport, PA 16240

Richard Shirey
637 Salem Road
Mayport, PA 16240

Date: June 24, 2024 Candc QuaddS
Candis A. Tunilo




