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July I, 2024 

Secretary Rosemary Chiavetta 
Pcnnsytvania Public Utility Commission 
Sccrctary's Burcau 

.400 North St. 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dear Secrelary Chievetta: 

I am writing to express my opposition to AQUA Pennsylvania's request to increase water and wastewater rates. 

Many who live and work in Chester County are concemed about the tinancial hardships the proposed rate 
increases would create. Granting AQUA PA's request to increase both water and wastewater rates by nearly 20"/0 
would plece undue burden on our communities, hurting households and businesses alike. 

Balancing thc necd for infrastructure upgradcs with affordable watcr scrviccs is a primary concem. Howcvcr, it is 
clear thcse ratc incrcascs are excessivc. Givcn thc net income of Esscntial Utilitics grcw 7% in 2023, Aqua PA's 
parent company appcars profitable and financially stablc. Furlher, customer bills now include dislribution systcm 
improvcmcnt chargcs, such that funds are alrcady allocatcd for thc infrastructurc updatcs. 

Moreovcr, since this would be AQUA PA's sccond water rate hikc since 2022, this additional increasc is not in thc 
public's interest. The proposed rate would likely result in these impacts on the community per nronth—residential 
customers would pay $ I 8 more, commercial customers would pay $122 more, and industrial customers would pay 
$609 more. !n a year's tinre, this would cost residential customers S216 more, commercial customers $1,464 
more, and industrial customers S7,308 more. 

The overwhclming constitucnt Pccdback highlights thc dctrimental impact thesc proposcd ratc hikes would havc 
on financial stability and ovcrall quality of life, as many families already stmggle to makc cnds mcct. Small 
busincsscs, the backbonc of our locel cconomy, would facc hcightcncd operational costs, potcntially Icading to 
reduced services, increased consumer costs, or even closures. Larger industrial customers, who provide essential 
jobs and economic stability, would also be adversely affected, potentially resulting in decreased investments in 
our region. 

Duc to thesc significant conccrns, I respcctfully urge the Public Utility Commission to reject AQUA PA's rcqucst 
to incrcasc watcr end wastewater ratcs. It is impcrativc that we find a morc balanccd solution that addresses 
int}astrucmre needs without undue tinancial burden on our communities. 

Sinccrely yours. 

, 

Chris Pielli 

State Representative 

156ih  Lcgislative District 
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